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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Lady Frances Shirley. 

Madam, 

I F Chriftianity was inconfiftent with 
true Politenefs, or prejudicial to real 
Happinefs , I fliould be extremely 
injudicious, and inexcufably ungrateful, 
in prcfenting thefe Eflays to your Lady¬ 
ship. But as the Religion of JESUS is 
the grand Ornament of our Nature, and a 
A 2 Source 
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Source of the fublimeff^oy, the Purport 
of the following Pages cannot be unwor¬ 
thy the Countenance and Protection of 
the mojl accompliJhcd Perfon. Neither 
can there be a Willi, more fuitable to 
the Obligations or the Dictates of a grate¬ 
ful Heart, than that You may experience 
what You read, and be what You pa¬ 
tronize. 

Did Religion confift in a formal Round 
of external Obfervanccs, or a forced Sub¬ 
million to fomc rigorous Aullcrities, I 
fhould not fcruple to join with the Infi¬ 
del and the Senfualili, to dread it in one 
View, and to defpife it in another. You 
need not be informed, Madam, that 
it is as much fuperior to ; ll luch low 
and forbidding Singularities, as the Hea¬ 
vens are higher than the Earth. It is 
deferibed by an Author, who learnt its 
Theory in the Regions of Paradile, and 
who difplayed its Efficacy in his own 

moll 
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rrofl: exemplary Converfation—It is thus 
ascribed by that incomparable Author; 
The Kingdom of GOD , is not Meat and 
Drink , but Righteoijinfs, and Peace , and 
Joy in the II6 L T GIIOS T. 

To be reconciled to the Omnipotent 
GOD—To be interefted in the unfearch- 
able Riches of CHRIST— To be re¬ 
newed in our Hearts, and influenced in 
our Lives, by the fandtifying Operations 
of the Divine SPIRIT—This is evan¬ 
gelical Iligliteoufnefs. This is genuine 
Religion. This, Madam, is the King¬ 
dom of GOD eftablifhed in the Soul.— 
How benign and inviting is fuch an In¬ 
vitation ! How honourable and advanta¬ 
geous fuch a State! And from fuch Pri¬ 
vileges, what other Efte&s can flow, 
but that Peace, which pajfeth all Under- 
funding? That Joy, which is unfpeakable 
end glorious ? 

A3 
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Is there any Thing in the Amufements 
of theGay,andPurfuits of the Ambitious, 
of greater, of equal, of comparable Va¬ 
lue ? Is not all that Wealth can purchafe, 
all that Grandeur can beftow, fomewhat 
like thofe glittering Bubbles, which when 
viewed are Emptinefs, when grafped are 
Nothing % Whereas, the Comforts, the 
Benefits, the Hopes of Chriftianity, are 
at once fupremely excellent, and infinitely 
durable. A Portion, fuited to the Dig¬ 
nity of a rational Soul; large as its Fa¬ 
culties, and immortal as its Being. 

All thefe BlefTmgs arc centered in 
CHRIST j were purchafed by CHRIST) 
are communicated from CHRIST .— 
It is for want of knowing thofe bound- 
lefs and everlafling Treafures of pardon¬ 
ing, jujiifying , facing Merit, which the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST poffeffes, 

and 
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and which He freely difpenfes even to 
Sinners, that fo many unthinking Perfons 
are attached to ignoble Objects, and be¬ 
guiled by delufory Pleafures., Unhappy 
Creatures! What can they do, but catch 
at Shadows, and ftoop to Trifles, while 
they are ignorant of the grand, the fub- 
ftantial, the exalted Good ?—It is for 
want of duly attending to that Fulnefs of 
Grace, and that Plenteoufnefs of Re¬ 
demption, which dwell in our molt 
adorable SAVIOUR, that fo many 
ferious Perfons are Strangers to the Tran¬ 
quility and Swcctnefs of Religion : are 
fubject to all its Rcflraints, but enjoy 
few, if any of its Delights. Mijiaken 
Zealots! How can they avoid the gloomy 
Situation and the uncomfortable Cir- 
cumftance, fo long c.j they withdraw 
themfelves from the SUN OF RIGH¬ 
TEOUSNESS and his all-chearing 
Beams ? 
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May your Ladyship live continu¬ 
ally under his heavenly Light and healing 
Wings! Be more fully allured of his dy¬ 
ing Love, and have brighter, ftill brighter 
Manifeftations of his immenfe Perfec¬ 
tions ! By thefe delightful Views, and by 
that precious Faith, may your Heart be 
transformed into his holy, his amiable , his 
divine Image! Your Happinefs will then 
be jult fuch as is wiflied, but far greater 
than can be exprelled by, 

Madam, 

Tour moji obliged, and 

Moji obedient humble Servant , 


Welton-Favell, 
Jan. 6, 1755. 


James Hervey. 
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PREFACE. 


r HE Reader will probably expect feme 
Account of the enfiiing Work; and, to 
gratify Him in this Particular, will be 
a real Pleafure to the Author. 


The Beauty and Excellency of the Scriptures 
—The Ruin and Depravity of human Nature 
—Its happy Recovery, founded on the Atone¬ 
ment, and effected by the SPIRIT of CHRIST 
—Thefe are fome of the chief Points, vindi¬ 
cated, illuflrated, and applied in the following 
Sheets.—But the grand Article, that which 
makes the principal Figure, is the imputed 
Righteousness of our dhine LORD-, 
from whence arifes our Juftification before GOD, 
and our renewed Title to every heavenly Blef- 
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ftng. An Article, which, though eminent fot 
its Importance, feems to be little unde*ft cod, and 
lejs regarded, if not much miflaken, and almojt 
forgotten. 

The Importance of this great evangelical 
Doctrine—how worthy it is of the mojl at¬ 
tentive Confederation, and of univerfal Ac¬ 
ceptance—is hinted in the fecond Dialogue. 
So that 1 need, in this Place, do nothing more, 
than give the Scnfe of a Pajfage from Witfius, 
which is there introduced in the Notes .—" The 
“ Doctrine of Juflfecation, fays that excellent 
ct Author, fpreads itfelf through the whole 
“ Syfiem of Divinity. As this is either folidly 
“ eft ablifeed, or Jiiperfu 'u.lly touched -, fully 
“ ftated, or flightly dijmiffed-, accordingly, the 
“ whole Structure of Religion, either rifes 
tc graceful and magnificent , fuperior to Affault, 
“ and beyond the Power of Decay ; or efe it 
“ appears difproportionale and defective, totters 
tc on its Foundation, and threatens an opprobri- 
** ous Fall*.” 

The Defegn is executed in the Form of Dia¬ 
logue. Thofe Parts only excepted , in which it 
vjas not eafy to cany on a Converfation, and 
affegn to each Perfen a proper Degree of Signi- 
fecancy. Here, to avoid the common Imputa¬ 
tion, of bringing upon the Stage a Mute or a 

Shadow— 


* See p. 65 , 66. 
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Shadow —one who fights without Weapons, and 
fubmits without a Contcfi—the Scene jhifts. 
Our Gentlemen Jeparate j and, inftead of con - 
verfing, enter upon an epiftolary Correjpon - 
dence. 

The Dialogue Form Jeems, on many Confede¬ 
rations, a very eligible Way of Writing.—Here¬ 
by, the Author gives an Air loth of Dignity 
and of Modefly to his Sentiments. Of Dignity j 
by delivering them from the Mouths of Perfons, 
in every refpefl fuperior to Himfelf. Of Mo- 
deftyj becaufe We no longer confider Him in 
the raifed, but invidious Capacity of a Teacher, 
Inftead of calling Us to his Feet, and deflating 
his Precepts, He gratifies our Curiofity. He 
turns back a Curtain, and admits Us to feme 
remarkable Interviews, or interefiing Coeefe- 
rences. We over- hear, by a kind of innocent or 
imaginary Stealth, the Debates which pafs in 
the Recejfes of Privacy ; which are carried on, 
with the mojt unreferved Freedom of Speech , 
and Opennefs of Heart.—A Circumfiance, which 
will zpo\og\ 7 .tfor jo,ne Peculiarities, that might 
other wife be incovfijlent with Humility, or cf'en- 
five to Delicacy. Particularly, it may obviate 
the Difguft, which generally, and indeed defer - 
vedly, attends the frequent Intrufion of that am¬ 
bitious and ujurping little Monofyllablc, I. 
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The Names of the Perfons are prefixed, each 
to his reJpeClive Share of the Difcourfe ; in Imi- 
tatibn of Cicero, and for the Reafons which he 
affigns. Qnafi enim ipfos induxi loquentes: 
ne Jnquam & hi quit ftepins interponerentur. 
Atque id eo feci, ut tanquam praefentibus 
coram haberi Scrmo videretur*. This Me¬ 
thod, He very jufily intimates, is removed far- 
tbeji from the Narrative, and makes the neareji 
approaches to Life and Reality. It quite Je¬ 
erties the Author-, and, by introducing the Per- 
fens them/elves, renders all that pajjes entirely 
their own.—It prevents likewife the Repetition 
of thofe interlocutory Words, He faid. He 
replied. Which, unlefs the Speeches are very 
long , muft frequently recur, and have no pleaf- 
ing Effect upon the Ear. And if the Speeches 
are long , the Spirit of Converfation is loft. The 
Jffociates are no longer talking, but one of them, 
er the Author* is lecturing. , 

Though I have Jo much to Jay in Behalf of 
tie Model, I have very little to Jay with re¬ 
gard to the Execution— unlejs it be to confejs 
the Deficiency. There is not , I am JenJible, 
that peculiar Air and diftinguilhing Turn, 
which ftiould mark and characterize each 
Speaker. This is what the Nature of finijhed 
Dialogue requires, and what the Author ap¬ 
plauds 


* De Amicitia. 
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plauds in fome very fuperior Writers. But, 
not having the Ability to copy it. He has not the 
Vanity to affeCl it.—Nevertheltfs, the attentive 
Reader will, all along, perceive a Difference in 
the Sentiment, if not in the Language, ‘the 
Materials vary, even when they run into the 
fame Mould, and take the fame Form.—In the 
Diction alfo there mujl be fome Diveifty. Be- 
cavfe, Jeveral of the Objections arc prop fed in 
the very Words of one or two emiu.ut h l r iters, 
whp have appeared on the o f her Sine of the 
Fjueftion. Fhefe are not particularized by the 
Mark of Quotation ; becaufe, the Man of Read¬ 
ing will have no Occafon for the Afftftance of 
fuch an Index, and the Man of Taile will 
probably difeern them by the Singularity of the 
Style. 

Some of the following Pieces, it mu ft be ac¬ 
knowledged, are of the controveiful Kind. 
A Species of Writing, ieaft fufc'eptible of the 
Graces, which em bet lift.) Compcjilion or rather 
moft deftitute of the Attractive;, which engage 
Attention, and create Delight.— Yet I have fome- 
times thought, that it is not abfolutely hnpofftble, 
to make even the ftern Face of Controverfy 
wear a Smile ■, and to reap fome valuable Fruit , 
from the rugged Furrows of Deputation. 
Whether this is effected in the prefeitt Work, 
the Public muft judge ; that it has been at¬ 
tempted. 
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temped> the Author may he permitted to de- 
dare. 

T ? Jofien the Afperities of Argument, Views 
of Nature are interfperfed. That, if the for¬ 
mer Jhould carry the Appearance of a rude en¬ 
tangled For eft) or of a frowning gloomy -Reefs , 
there may be fame agreeable Openings, and 
lightfome Avenues, to admit a Profpett of the 
Country: which is always arrayed in Charms, 
and never fails to pleafe. 

The Author confeffes a very peculiar Fond- 
pefs for the amiable Scenes of Creation. It is 
therefore not at all improbable, but his Excur- 
Jtons on this Topic may be of the diffufive Kind) 
and bis Defcriptions fomewhat luxuriant. It is 
hoped) however , that the benevolent Reader 
will indulge Him in this favourite Foible. —If 
any Jhouldfeel thefame prevailing Faffionfor the 
Beauties of Nature, ’tispojftble thefePerfons may 
be inclined, not only to excufe, but to approve 
the Fault j and may take Part with the Lover , 
even in Qppofition to the Critic. 

Farther to diverfify the Piece, Sketches of 
Philofophy are introduced. Eafy to be under - 
flood, and calculated to entertain the Imagina¬ 
tion, as well as to improve the Heart. More 
particularly, to difplay the wife and beneficent 
Deftgn of Providence, in the various Appear¬ 
ances and numberlefs Productions of the material 
4 World,\ 
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World. Neither are theje Remarks altogether 
foreign to the main Point. But, as far as the 
Wonders of Creation may comport with the 
Riches of Grace, fubferve the general End. 

As to the Choice of my Subjects—Some People 
have defned to fee an InveClive, againjl the fa- 
Ihionable and predominant Vices of the Age. 
This, I apprehend, would be like picking off the 
Leaves, or clipping away the Twigs, from Jome 
over-grown and noxious Tree. Waving this te¬ 
dious and ineffectual Toil, I would rather lay the 
Axe to the Root. Let the Knowledge and Love 
^CHRIST take place in the Heart, and not 
only a few of the Branches, but the whole Body 
of Sin will fall at once. 

Some would have the Author infift upon the 
confcientious Obfervation of the Sabbath, incul¬ 
cate the daily Wirfhip of GOD in the Family, 
and urge a devout Attendance on the public Ordi¬ 
nances. of Religion.—But when a P erf on is con¬ 
vinced of Sin, and madefenfible of Miferyj when 
he has tailed the good Word of GOD *, and 
feen by Faith the LORD’S CHRIST f. 
He will want no Solicitation or Incitement, to 
tbefe Means of Grace, and Exercifes of Godli¬ 
ne/s. He will have juft the fame Difpofttion to 
them all, as the hungry Appetite has to whole- 

fome 

* Heb. vi. 5. f Luke ii. 26. 
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fome Food, or the new-born Babe * to the Milk 
of the Breaft. 

Others may imagine, that I have neglected 
the Interefis of Morality; becaufe, here is no 
frofefjed Attempt to delineate its Duties, or en¬ 
force its Practice.—Let thefe Perfons remember , 
that Morality never makesfuch vigorous Shoots , 
never produces fuch generous Fruit, as when en¬ 
grafted on evangelical Principles.—And if I do 
not crop the Pink, the Rofe, and the Carnation; 
if I do not gather the Peach , the Nectarine, and 
the Pine-apple ; and put them into my Reader s 
Hand, for his immediate Enjoyment: I am en¬ 
deavouring to foiv the Seeds, and plant the 
Roots, in his Garden ; which, if cherifhed by 
the favourable Influence of Heaven, will yield 
Him, not an occafional, but d conftant Sup¬ 
ply of all. 

As 

* i Pet. ii. 2. This Companion is, perhaps, the moil 
exalt and exprejjive, that Words can form, or Fancy 
conceive. Babes covet nothing but the Milk of the 
Bread. They are indifferent about all other Things. 
Give them Riches, give them Honours, give them what¬ 
ever you ple.ife, without this rich, delicious, balmy 
Nutriment, they will not, they cannot be fatisfied.— 
How finely does this illuftrate, and how forcibly incul¬ 
cate, what our LORD ftiies. The Jingle Eye, and The 
One Thing needful! Or, the falutary Doftrines, and de¬ 
lightful Privileges of the Gofpel; together with that 
fupreme Value for them, and undivided Complacency 
in them, which are the diltinguifhing Charaft^r of the 
Cbriflian r 
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As feveral Texts of Scripture come under Con - 
ftderation, Criticifms upon the Original are fre¬ 
quently fubjoined. In order to clear up fome 
Difficulties , to rectify fome Miftranjlaticns , or 
point out the many delicate and mafterly Strokes, 
which occur in the Bible. —And glad Jhould 
I be, extremely glad, if 1 might recommend and 
endear that invaluable Book. If, as the Divine 
RED EE ME R rideth on in the Word of 
Truth, of Meeknefs, and Righteoufnefs *, 
this Hand might Jcatter a Palm Branch, or this 
Performance might lie as a Floweret, to Jlrevt 
his Way f, andfolemnize his THumph. 

In the Courfe of the Deputation, I dare not 
fuppofe, that I have difcuffied all the Argu¬ 
ments, which Sagacity may devife, or Sophifiry 
urge. Perhaps, I have not removed all the 
Scruples, which may awaken Prejudice, or em- 
barrafs Integrity. This, however, I may ven¬ 
ture to affirm, that I myfelf have met with no 
confiderable Objection, which is not either ex- 
prefiy anfwered, or virtually refuted, in thefe 
Conferences.-—And, though I Jhould neither fa- 
tisfy nor filence the Gainfayer, I Jhall think my 
Endeavours happily employed, if they may 
throw Light upon the dim Apprehenfion ; ejlablijh 
the wavering Faith ; or comfort the afflidled 
Confcience. 

Vol. I.a If 


* Pfal. xlv. 4. 


f Alluding to Matt. xxi. 8. 
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If any Jbeuld burlefque or ridicule tbeje ve¬ 
nerable ‘truths, and exalted Privileges, I frail 
only fay with my Divine MASTER', O ! that 
Thou hadft known, in this thy Day, the 
Things that belong to thy Peace! But now 
they are hid, it is evident fromfuch a Proce¬ 
dure, they are hid from thine Eyes*.— Should 
any, in the Spirit of Decency and Candor, 
eitherft art new, or revive old Objections, I doubt 
not, but they will receive both a due Examina¬ 
tion and a proper Reply. As thefe Doctrines en¬ 
ter into the very Effence of the Gofpel, and con- 
Jlitute the Glory of our Religion, they can never 
want a Succeffion of Advocates, fo long as the 
Sun and Moon endure.—For my own part, Imuft 
beg leave to retire from the Lifts, and lay down 
the Weapons of Controverfy. Virgil ’s Language 
is my Refolution •, 

Difcedam, explcbo Numerum, reddarque 
Tenebris. 

This Declaration is made, not from any the 
leaft Sufpicion, that my Tenets are indefen- 
fible j but becaufe I would apprize my Friends, 
and the Friends of pur common Cbrifiianity, 
that the Field is dear and open for them to 
advance that 1 refign to others the glorious 

Com 


? Luke xix< 42. 
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Combat ; and jhall content myfelf with wijh- 
ing them Succe/s in the Name of the LORD. 
— Betaufe, it becomes a Per/on in my declin¬ 
ing State, to be more peculiarly intent upon 
encountering a different Adverfary ; who is 
Jure to overcome, and never allows Quarter. 
Yet, by this Word of my Teftimony, and 
by the Blood of the LAMB*, I hope to 
triumph even when I fall ; and to be more than 
Conqueror, through JEHO VAH my Righ- 
teoufnefs. 

Should any Thing be urged, forcible enough 
to overthrow my Arguments, or detect a Mif- 
take in my Sentiments, the World may depend 
upon feeing a free and undiflembled Retrac¬ 
tation. IJh'all look upon it as a Duty, which 1 
owe to my Confcience, to my Readers, and to 
my GOD, publicly to acknowledge the Error. 
—It is one Thing to be filent; another to be 
obftinate. As I Jhall inflexibly adhere to the 
firft j I would, with equal Steadinefs, renounce 
the laft. Though I withdraw from the Strife 
of Pens and of Trngues, I Jhall take care to 
preferve a Mind, ever accefftble to Truth, ever 
open to Convidion. A Mind, infinitely more 
concerned for the Purity and Profperity of the 
everlafling Go/pel, than for the Prevalence of 
a 2 my 
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my own Opinion, or the Credit of my own Per¬ 
formance. 

As I have the Happinefs of being a Member, 
find the Honour of being a Minifler, of the re¬ 
formed eflabl ifhed Church I cannot but re- 
fie ft, with a peculiar Pleafure, that every 
Doctrine of Note, maintained in thefe Dia¬ 
logues and Letters , is either implied in our Li¬ 
turgy, afferted in our Articles, or taught in. 
our Homilies .—It affords me likewife fome De¬ 
gree of Satisfaction to olferve , that the mojt ma¬ 
terial cf the Sentiments, have been adopted by 
Milton; are incorporated into his ParadifeLoft; 
and add Dignity to the fublimefi Poem in the 
World.—To have the highefi human Authority, 
and the firfi Genius of the Nation on a Writer’s 
Side, is no contemptible Support. This mufifurely 
give a Sanction, where-ever our religious Efta- 
blifhment is reverenced, or polite Literature is 
held in Repute. Tet even this Sanction, com¬ 
pared with the Oracle of Revelation, is only like 
a Range of Cyphers, connected with the initial 
Figure. Which, were they detached, would be 
infignificant ; but, infuch a Subordination, are 
confiderablc. 

Perhaps, it Jhould be farther acknowledged, 
that I have not always confined myjelf to the 
Method of our Syftematic Writers, nor followed 
their Train of Thoughts with afcrupulous Re¬ 
gularity, 
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gularity. I would conduct my Fellow-creature 
to the fupreme and eternal Good, CHRIST 
JESUS. I have chojen the Path, which 
feemedmojl agreeable and inviting, rather than 
mojl beaten andfrequented. Jf this leads, with 
equal Certainty, to the great and definable End, 
I dare promtfe myfelfan eafy F.xcufe However, 
that Method and Order, in the doctrinal Parts 
of the Plan, are not wholly negletied, the fol¬ 
lowing Summary of Contents may /hew. 
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DIALOGUE I. 

T H E R O N, was a Gentleman of fine 
Tafte; of accurate, rather than extenfivt 
Reading; and particularly charmed with 
the Study of Nature. He traced the Planets in 
their Courfes, and examined the Formation of the 
meanell Vegetable; not merely to gratify a refined 
Curiofity, but chiefly to cultivate the nobler Princi* 
pies of Morality. Several Diicoveries He made, 
and every Difcovery He improved, to this impor* 
tant End — to raife in his Mind, more exaltii 
Apprehenfions of the Supreme B EIN G—and to 
inlarge his Affedtions, with a dijmUrtjUd benevo¬ 
lence ; conformable, in fome Degree, to that 
boundlefs Liberality, which pervades and animates 
the whole Creation. 

Vo*. I. ,B 
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Aspasio, was not without his Share of polite 
Literature, and philofophical Knowledge. He had 
taken a Tour through the Circle of the Sciences; 
and, having tranftently furveyed the Productions of 
human Learning, devoted his final Attention to the 
infpircd Writings. Thefe He ftudied, with the un- 
biailcd Impartiality of a Critic ; yet with the reveren¬ 
tial Simplicity of a Chriflian. Thefe He regard'd, 
as the unerring Standard of Duty—the authentic 
Charter of Salvation—and the brightcjl Mirror of 
the D L 1 T Y; affording the moil fatlsfaCtory and 
fublime Difplay of all the divine Attributes. 

Therein, was fomewhat warm in his Temper; and 
would, upon Occafton, make ufe of a little innocent 
Rallery; not to expofe his Friend, but to enliven the 
Converfation. Sometimes ilifguifmg his real Senti¬ 
ments ; in order to fift the Subject, or difeover the 
Opinion of others .—Afpafio fcldom indulges the hu¬ 
morous or fatyrical Vein, but argues with Meekncfs 
of IVifdom*. Never puts on the Appearance of 
Guile, but always fpeaks the Dictates of his Heart. 

AJpaJio was on a Viftt at Theron'% Seat.—One 
Evening, when l’ome neighbouring Gentlemen were 
juil gone, and had left them alone, the Converfa¬ 
tion took the following Turn. 

Jfp. I would always be ready, both to acknow¬ 
ledge and applaud, whatever is amiable in the Con¬ 
duct 

* - - Mitis Sapientia Lali, Hoa. 

is a molt amiable Charatter, and-delicately drawn. But 
it isexpirlfed with greaterStrength, and fuperiorBeauty, 
by the facred Penman ; Let Him fhew out of a good Con- 
verjation his Works <tuith all the Gentlenefs, or (o tofaorvli 
cipiai) with the very Meekncfs of Wifdom, Jam. iti. 13. 
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tltitS of Others. The Gentlemen, who gave Us 
their Company at Dinner, feem to be all of a dif¬ 
ferent Character. Yet each, in his own Way, is 
extremely agreeable. 

Lyfander has lively Parts, and is quick at Repartee. 
But He never abufes his Wit, to create Uneafinefs in 
the honeft Heart, or to flufh the modeft Cheek with 
Confufion.—What Solidity of Judgment, and Depth 
of Penetration, appear in Crito ! Yet, how free are 
his Difcourfes, from the magifterial Tone, or the 
dictatorial Solemnity \-*—Phileuor’s Tafte in the po¬ 
lite Arts, is remarkably correCt: yet, without the 
lcaft TinCture of Vanity, or any weak Fondnefs for 
Applaufe. He never interrupts the Progrefs, or 
wrefts the Topic of Converfation; in order to fliine 
in his particular Province.— Trcbonius , I find, has 
fignalized his Valour in feveral Campaigns. Though 
a Warrior and a Traveller, He gives Himfelf no 
overbearing or oftentatious Airs. In Trebonius, You 
fee the brave Officer, regulated by all the Decency 
of the Academic, and fweetened with all the Affa¬ 
bility of the Courtier. 

No one affects a morofe Rcferve , or affumes an im¬ 
moderate Loquacity*. To engrofs the Talk, is ty¬ 
rannical : to leal up the Lips, is monkifh. Every 
one, therefore, from a Fund of good Senfe, contri¬ 
butes his Quota: and each fpeaks, not with an Am- 
B 2 bition 

* Zeno being prefent, where a Petfon of this loquaci¬ 
ous Difpofition played Himfelf off, faid, with an air of 
Concern in his Countenance ; I perceive, that poor Gen¬ 
tleman is ill. He has a 'violent Flux upon Him. The 
Company was .alarmed, and the Rhetorician itopped in 
his Career. Yes ; added the Philofopher, The Flux is ja 
violent, that it has carried his Ears into his Tongue. 
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bition to fet off Himfelf, but from a Defire to pleafe 
the Company. 

Ther. Indeed, Afpafto, I think myfelf happy, in 
this accomplilhed Set of Acquaintance. Who add 
all the Complaifance and Politenefs of the Gentle¬ 
man, to the Benevolence and Fidelity of the Friend. 

Their Converfation is as innocent as their Tafte 
is refined.— 1 hey have a noble Abhorrence of Slan¬ 
der, and deteft the low ungenerous Artifices of De¬ 
traction.—‘No loofe Jeft, has either the Service of 
their Tongue, or the Sanction of their Smile.— 
Was You to be with them, in their freeft Mo¬ 
ments ; You would hear Nothing, that has a Ten¬ 
dency to Prtfanenejsy or is any Way injurious to 
Purity of Morals. Even their Gaiety is remote 
from Indecency, and-their very Wit free from 
Gail. 

AJp. There is but one Qualification wanting, to 
render your Friends completely valuable} and their 
focial Interviews a continual Blefling. 

Ther. Pray, what is that ? 

Afp. A Turn for more ferious Conferences.— 
Their literary Debates are beautiful Sketches, of 
whatever is curious in the Sciences, or delicate in 
the Arts. From their Remarks on our national Af¬ 
fairs, and on foreign Occurrences, a Perfon may 
almoft form a Syftem of Politics.—But, they never 
touch upon any Topic of-Religion ; never celebrate 
the fublime Perfections of the DEITY; never il- 
luftrate the Beauties, nor enforce the Truths— 

.Ther. Fie uppn You, Afpafw, for your unpolite 
Hint! Who can forbear interrupting the Ha¬ 
rangue, which pleads for fuch an outrageous Vio- 
. Iation of the Mode ? Which would introduce reli¬ 
gious 
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giousTalk into our faftiionable Affemblies!—How 
is it that You, who, in other Inftances, are a Gen¬ 
tleman of Refinement, can be fodlrangely inelegant 
in this Particular ? 

Afp. For fuch a Practice, Therm , We have no 
inconfiderable Precedents.*—Thus Socrates *, the 
wifeft of the Athenian Sages; thus Scipio f, the 
moft accomplilhed of the Roman Generals, con¬ 
vened.—Thus C/Vrm J, the Prince of Orators, im¬ 
proved his elegant Retirement at the Tufculan Villa, 
—And Horace [|, the brighteft Genius in the Court 
of Augujlus, formed the moft agreeable Hours of his . 
Converfation, upon this very Plan. 

Was I to enumerate all the Patrons of this, for¬ 
give me if I fay, more honourable Mode ; the moft 
illuftrious Names of Antiquity, would appear on 
the Lift. 

Ther. This Practice, however extolled by the 
philofophic Gentry of antient Times; would make 
a very fmguLr Figure, in the prefent Age. 

Afp, And fhould not the Copy , after which the 
Generality of Mankind write, be fingularly correct ? 
Perfons of Tafte and Diftindtion, are the Pattern 
for general Imitation: are the Copy, in Confor¬ 
mity to which, the World adjuft their Manners, 
B 3 and 

* Vid. . Socratis Memorabilia, per Xenoph. 

f See Cicero's, Liuh.gu. De Amicitia , in which we are 
informed, That it w.. a ruitomary Practice witii Sctpio, 
With his polite Friend Laliut, and fome of themoit diihn- 
guifhed Nobility of Rome to d fcourle upon the JnterelU 
of the Republic, and Immortality of tne Soul. 

1 Vid. Tujcul Queeft. 

I Such were the interviews, of which he fpeaks with 
a Kind of Rapture, 

0 No ties Canetjut Dram. 
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and regulate their Behaviour. They, therefore, are 
under the ftrongeft Obligations, not to give a con¬ 
temptible Stamp to the Fafliion.—Benevolence to 
their Fellow-creatures calls loudly upon them, a 
Concern for the public Good challenges it at their 
Hands, that they fignalize themfelves by a Pre-emi¬ 
nence in all that is excellent. 

Ther. Away, away with thefe auftere Notions! 
Such a Strain of Converfation would damp the Gaiety 
of our Spirits, and flatten the Relifh of Society. It 
would turn the Aflembly into a Conventicle, and 
make it Lent all the Year round. 

Afp. Can it then be an auftere-Praftice, to culti¬ 
vate the Underftanding, and improve the Heart?— 
Can it damp the Gaiety of our Spirits, to refine 
and exalt them, after the Model of the higheft Per¬ 
fection ?—Or, will it flatten the Relifh of Society, 
to fecure and anticipate everlafting Delights ? 

Ther. Everlafting Delights, Afpaflo !—To talk 
of fuch a SuhjeCt, would be termed, in every Circle 
of Wit and Gallantry, an Ufurpation of the Par- 
fon’s Office. A low Method, of retailing by Scraps, 
in the Parlour} what the Man in Black, vends by 
wholefale, from the Pulpit.—It would infallibly 
mark Us out for Pedants. And, for aught I know, 
might expofe us to the Sufpicion of Enthuflafm. 

Afp. Your Men of Wit muft excufe me, if I can¬ 
not perfuade myfelf to admire, either the Delicacy of 
their Language, or the Juftnefs of their Opinion. 

The firft, be it ever fo humane and graceful I re- 
fign to themfelves.—-As for the other, 1 would beg^ 
Leave to inquire ; “ Are the Clergy, then, the only 
Perfons, who fhould aft the becoming Part, and 
ponyerfe like rational Beings ? Is folid Wifdom, 

“ and 
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« and facred Truth, the Privilege of their Order ? 
“ While nothing is left for You and me, but the 
“ Play of Fancy, or the Luxuries of Senfe,” 

I would farther a(k the Circles of Gallantry; 
“ Where is the Impropriety, of interweaving the 
“ noble Dodtrincs, difplayed by the Preacher, with 
our common Difcourfe ? Or, what the Incon- 
“ venience, of introducing the amiable Graces, 
“ recommended by his Ledturcs, into our ordinary 
“ Pradlice ?” 

Will fuch an Exercife of our Speech, rank Us 
among Pedants ? Is this the Badge of Entbufiafm ? 
A fplendid and honourable Badge truly ! Such as 
mull add Weight to any Caufe, and Worth to any 
Chara&er. 

Tbcr. This would curb the fprightly Sallies of 
Wit; and extinguilh that engaging Glow of Good- 
humour, which enlivens our genteel Inleicourfes. 
Accordingly, You mayobferve; That if wy for¬ 
mal Creature , takes upon Him to mention, in polite 
Company, an edifying Truth, or a Text of Scrip¬ 
ture; the pretty Chat, though ever io profufely 
flowing, flagnates in an Inftant. Each voluble 
and facetious Tongue feems to be ftruck with a 
fudden Palfy. Every one wonders at the ftrange 
Man’s Face; and they all conclude Him, either 
mad, or a Methodifl. 

Jfp. Agreeable Strokes of Wit, are by no Means 
incompatible with ufeful Converfation. Unlefs we 
miftake an infipid Vivacity, or fantajlic Levity, for 
Wit and Facetioufnefs.—Neither have I heard, that, 
- among all our Adis of Parliament, an v one has palled 
to divorce Good Senfe and Good-humour. Why 
may they not both refide on the fame Lips, and both 
B 4 circulate 
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circulate through the fame Affembly?—For my own 
Part, I would neither have our Difcourfe foured with 
Aufterity, nor evaporate into Impertinence: but 
unite (as a judicious Antient advifes) the Benefits 
of Improvement, with the Blandifhments of Plea- 
fantry*.-<-And as to your polite People; if they 
can find more Mufic, in the Magpie’s Voice, than 
in the Nightingale’s Note ; I muft own myfelf as 
much furprifed at their Ears, as they are at the 
Grange Man’s Face. 

Ther. With all your grey-headed Authorities, I 
fancy. You will find very few Profelytes, among the 
Profeil'ots of modern Refinement. Fafhion is, with 
the World, the Standard of Morals, as well as of 
Clothes. And He muft be of a very peculiar Turn 
indeed, who would choofe to be ridiculous in either. 

Afp. Rather, Theron , He muft be of a very pliant 
Turn, who tamely delivers up his Conduft, to be 
moulded by a Fafhion; which has neither true Ele¬ 
gance to dignify it, nor the leaft Ufefulnefs to 
recommend it. 

And which, I befeech You, is moft ridiculous ?—• 
He, who fervilely imitates every idle Fafhion, and is 
the very Ape of corrupt Cuftom ?—Or He, who af- 
ferts his native Liberty; and refolutely follows, 
where Wifdom and Truth lead the Way. 

Ther. Would you then obtrude religious Dif¬ 
courfe, upon every Company? Confider, Afpafio , 
what a motley Figure this would make.—A Wed¬ 
ding, and a Sermon !—Quadrille, and St. Paul !—■ 
The laft new Play, and primitive Chriftianity! 


• Cum juadam lllettlri ac Voluptate utiles. Aul. Gil, 
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jffp. You know the Rule, Theron , which is given 
by the great “MASTER of our Affemblies 
Cajl not your Pearls before Swine*." Some there are, fo 
immerfed in Senfuality, that they can relifh nothing, 
but the coarfeft Hulks of Converfation. To thefe, 
neither offer your Pearls, nor profHtute your Intimacy. 

But, when Perfons of a liberal Education, and 
elevated Sentiments—when thefe meet together ; 
why fhould not their Difcourfe be fuitable to the 
Eminence of their Rank, and the Superiority of their 
Genius ? Raifed, far above the Level of that trite and 
effeminate Strain—“ Upon my Honour, the Aftrefs 
“ topt her Part. Heavens! How charmingly {he 
“ fung ! How gracefully file trod the Stage!” 

Ther. Indeed, my Afpafso , I am entirely in your 
Way of Thinking; however I have hitherto put on 
the Mafk.—The Gift of Speech, is one great Pre¬ 
rogative of our rational Nature. And ’tis Pity, 
that fuch a fuperior Faculty, fhould be debafed to 
the meanefl Purpofes. 

Suppofe, all our {lately Veffels, which pafs and 
repafs the Ocean, were to carry out nothing but 
Tinfel, and theatrical Decorations; were to import 
nothing but glittering Baubles, and nicely-fanfied 
Toys. Would fuch a Method of Trading, be well- 
judged in itfelf, or beneficial in its Confequences ?— 
Articulate Speech, is the Inftrument of a much nobler 
Commerce; intended to tranfmit and diffufe theTrea- 
fures of the Mind. And will not the Pradlice be al¬ 
together as injudicious, muft not the Iffue be infinite¬ 
ly more detrimental, if this Vehicle of intelle&ual 
Wealth, is freighted only with pleafing Fopperies? 

Jfp. 

* Matt. vii. 6. 
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Afp. Such Folly and Extravagance, would be 
billed out of the commercial World. Why then 
are they admitted and cherilhed in the focial ? 

Tier. Why indeed? He muft be far more acute 
than your Theron, who can aflign a fingle Rcafon to 
countenance them. To explode them, ten thou¬ 
sand Arguments occur.—A continual Round of gay 
and trifling Conversation*, of Vifits quite modifh, 
and Entertainments not moral, mull give an indo¬ 
lent Turn to the Mind. Such as will enervate its 
Powers; and fap the very Foundation of Virtue.— 
Whereas, a frequent Conference on the Glories of 
the GODHEAD, or the Wonders of Creation, 
would invigorate and ennoble the Soul. Would 
inlarge her Faculties, and elevate her Defires. 

AJp. Did not our Heart burn within us, faid the 
Travelers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us by 
the Way + ? Thofe Difcourfes, ’tis true, were con¬ 
duced 

* The Signi/cattty and Importance of fuch Converfatien, 
was Smartly represented by the PhiloSopher. Who, be¬ 
ing a&ed. How he left the Company employed, made 
AnSwer; Some in milking the Ram, Others in holding the Pail. 

f Luke xxiv. 32. An ingenious Friend has favoured 
me with a Criticifin on this PaiTage, as it Hands in the 
former Editions. It is there, through Inadvertence, 
printed our Hearts. By which Inaccuracy, he obferves, 
the delicate and inftruflive Spirit of the Text is loft. 
The Pronoun ihould be a Plural; and the Noun, in the 
Angular Number; and the Claufe Ihould run thus. Did 
not our Heart bumf To denote the Unanimity, and (if 
I may So Speak) the Oueue/s of true Believers. Whofe 
Sentiments and Affeftions are as harmonious, as if one 
Heart Sublifted in both, in all their Breafts. « xaph* 
This is, undoubtedly, a curious and refined Re¬ 
mark ; whether it be equally judicious and Solid, I Sub¬ 
mit to the Determination of the Reader. Whether He 
will allow it to exprefs, by the Variation of a fingle Syl¬ 
lable, all that is implied in the Communion of Saints. 
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duCted with a Spirit, and enforced with an Energy, 
abfolutely unequaled. Yet the fame happy Efte&s 
would, in fame inferior Degree, refylt from our 
friendly Conferences, if they turned upon the fame 
important Points, We alfo fliould feel our Hearts, 
warmed with holy Zeal, and glowing with heavenly 
Love. 

Ther. Such Conferences would not only be pro¬ 
ductive of prefent Advantage; but yield a renewed 
Pleafure, in the RetrofpcCt. We might reflefl, with 
real Complacency, on Hours fpent in fo rational a 
Manner, And who would not prefer the ftlent Ap- 
plaufe of the Heart, far, far before thofe tumultu¬ 
ous Joys; which wanton Jefts create, or the cir¬ 
cling Glafs infpires ? 

Aft. One*, who thoroughly knew Mankind, 
and had tried the Merits of the jovial Board, very 
pertinently compares fuch Flalhes of Mirth, to the 
Crackling of Thorns under a Pot f. The tranfient 
BJaze of the One, and the fenfelefs Noife of the 
Other, continue but for a Moment; and then ex¬ 
pire, that in Smoke and Darknefs, this in Spleen 
and Melancholy. 

I faid, Spleen and. Melancholy.—For, however 
jauntee and alert the various Methods of modiflt 
Trifling may feem, whatever Eafe and Grace they 
are fuppofed to give the Converfation; fure I am, 
it will be afflictive, to look back upon Interviews, 
fquandered away in very Vanity; and Blocking, to 
look forward upon the Account, which We muft all 
fliortly render.—What Figure will fuch an Article 
make, in the final Reckoning, and at the decifivc 
Bar ? “ Our focial Hours, which might have pro- 

“ moted 
f Ecclef. vii. 6. 


• King Solomon . 
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“ moted our mutual Edification, and been fubfer- 
*« vient to our CREATOR’S Glory, all loft in 
“ Merriment and Whim; or worfe than loft, in 
«* Flattery and Detra&ion. A Blank , or a Blot! ” 

Ther. Venus., we find, has her zealous Knight- 
Errants, and Bacchus his profeffed Votaries, in al- 
moft every Company. Is it not fhameful and de¬ 
plorable, that the GOD of Nature alone, has 
none to affert his Honour, none to celebrate his 
Perfections ? Though He is the Original of all 
Beauty, and the Parent of all Good. 

When I have tafcen my Morning Walk, amidft 
Dews and Flowers; with the Sun Ihedding Luftre 
round Him, and unveiling the happy Landfcape j 
bow has my Eye been charmed, with the lovely 
ProfpeCt! How has my Ear been ravifhed, with the 
Mufic of the Grove! Methought, every Note was 
a 'Tribute of Harmony; and all Nature feemed one 
grand Chorus , fwelling with die C R E A T O R's 
Praife.—But, how has the Scene been reverfedj 
when, leaving my rural Elyfium, I entered the 
Haunts of Men! Where I faw Faculties divine, 
meanly engaged in Trifles. Where I heard the 
Tongue, prompt to utter, and fluent to exprefs, 
every Thing but its MAKER’S Glory. 

I allure you, I have often been chagrined on this 
Occafton: and fometimes faid within myfclf— 
«« What! Shall Trifles be regarded, and the M A- 
“JESTY of Heaven negle&ed? Shall every 
« Friend, lhall every Vifitant, receive his Share of 
« Refpect ? And no Acknowledgments be paid to 
« that incomprehenfibly glorious B EI N G, who 
« is worthy, more than worthy, of all our Vene- 
“ ration ! ” 
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j 4 fp. This will be ftill more affli&ive to an ingenu¬ 
ous Mind, if we confider, That the infinite and eter¬ 
nal G OD is prefent at all our Interviews: vouch- 
fafes to exprefs his Satisfaction, and acknowledge 
Himfelf magnified; when, with Admiration and 
Love, We talk of his tranfcendent Excellencies.— 
Nay: We are allured, that the Lord of all Lords, 
not only hearkens, but keeps a Book of Remembrance j 
and will diftinguifh fuch Perfons, at the Day of uni- 
verfal Retribution. When the loofe Train of licen¬ 
tious Talkers, are driven away as the defpicable Cbaff\ 
thefe (hall be feledted for his peculiar Treafure, and 
numbered among the Jewels of JEHOVAH*. 

Tber. If the Gentlemen, who make high Preten- 
ftons to Reafon, think themfelves dil'charged from 
thefe Doftrines of Revelation; they Ihould not for¬ 
get their own Scriptures.—A Philofopher will tell 
them the Duty of employing their Time, as in the 
awful Prefence, and under the immediate Infpec- 
tion, of the Supreme BEING f.—An Orator will 
Ihew them the egregious Impropriety, of wafting 
their friendly Interviews, in the Fumes of Drollery, 
or the Froth of Impertinence J. 

Afp. 

• Mai. iii. 16, 17. This is a Paflage much to be 
obferved. A moll emphatical Recommendation of re¬ 
ligious Difcourfe ! Perhaps, the molt emphatical, that 
ever was ufed j and the molt endearing, that can poffibly 
be conceived. 

f Siecerte ‘vivendum eft. tanquam in ConfpeBtt vivamats: 
fie cogitandum , tanquam aliquis in Pedus inti mush infpicere 
pojftt 1 fjf poteft. Quid enim profit ab Homine aliquid ejft 
fecretum f Nihil Deo elaufum eft. IntereJi Animis noftrit, 
l!f Cogitationibus mediis intervenit . Senec. Epilt. 85. 

J Cicero fays, with an Air of graceful Indignation ; 
Quaftvero clarorum Firorum aut taciicsCongreJJus tfieop or- 
teat, aut luduros Scrmonet, aut Reruns Colloquia le-viorum. 

Academ. Qoasft. Lib. IV. 
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Afp. Who then, that is wife, would not habituate 
Himfelf to a Practice j which comes recommended 
by the Voice of Reafon, and is enforced by the Au¬ 
thority of GOD? A Practice, which will admi- 
nifter prefent Good —will afford plcaftng Reviews — 
and terminate in everlajling Honour ? 

Tber. ’Tis ftrange, that SubjeCts, which deferve 
to be received, as the univerfal Topic, are alrhoft 
univerfally banifhed from our Difcourfe.-—Was this 
Cabinet enriched, with a Series of antique Medals , 
or a Collection of the fineft Gems'-, my Friends would 
naturally expert to be entertained, with a Sight of 
thofe Rarities, and an Explanation of their Meaning* 
Why fhould we not as naturally expeCt, and as con- 
ftantly agree, to entertain each other with Remarks 
on thofe admirable Curiofities, which are depofitcd 
in the boundlefs Mufeeum * of the Univerfe ? 

When a General has won fome important Victory, 
or an Admiral has deflroyed the Enemy’s Fleet j 
every Company refounds with their Achievements; 
every Tongue is the Trumpet of their Fame. And 
why fhould We not celebrate, with equal Delight 
and Ardour, that ALMIGHTY Hand; which 
formed the Structure, and ’furnifhed the Regions, 
of this ftupendous Syftem ? 

Afp. Efpecially, if to his immenfely glorious , We 
add his fupremely amiable Perfections.—When the 
victorious Commander is our moft cordial Friend i 
when He has profefled the tendered Love; done Us 

the 

* Mufttum —Alluding to a remarkable Edifice in the 
City of Oxford, diftinguifhed by this Name; and appro¬ 
priated to the Reception of Curiofities, both natural and 
artificial. 
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the raoft fignal Good ; and promifed Us a perpetual 
Enjoyment of his Favours; it will be impoflible to 
negleftfuch an illuftrious and generous Perfon. His 
Name muft be engraven upon our Hearts; muft 
Aide infenftbly into our Tongues ; and be as Mufic 
to our Ears. 

Is not all this true, and in the moll fupereminent 
Degree, with regard to the blefled GOD ?—Can 
greater Kindnefs be exercifed, or greater Love be con¬ 
ceived ; than to deliver up his own SON to Tor¬ 
ments and Death, for the Expiation of our Sins ?—- 
Can Benefits , more defirable, be granted ; than to 
adopt Us for his Children, and fan&ify Us by his 
SPIRIT ?—Can Promifes , more invaluable, be 
made; than thofe, which infure to Us the Prefer¬ 
ments of Heaven, and the Riches of Eternity ? 

All this is attelled, concerning the Almighty 
MAJESTY, in the Scriptures of Truth. What 
a Fund, therefore, for pleafmg and delicate Con- 
verfation, are the Scriptures ! 

Ther. Here alfo I have the Pleafure of concurring 
with my Afpafio. Though I believe. He fufpedts 
me to be fomewhat wavering or defective, in my 
Veneration for the Scriptuies. 

Ajp. No, Theron: I have a better Opinion of 
your Tafte and Difcernment, than to harbour any 
fuch Sufpicion. 

Ther. The Scriptures are certainly an inexhaufti- 
ble Fund of Materials, for the molt delightful and 
ennobling Difcourfe. When we confider the Au¬ 
thor of thofe facred Books—that they came origi¬ 
nally from Heaven —were dictated by divine Wif- 
dom—have the fame confummate Excellency, as the 
moil finilhed Works of Creation—It is ready lur- 
4 priiing. 


Jaikrishna Public i.,v 
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prifing, that We are not always fearching, by 
Study, by Meditation, or Converfe, into one or 
other of thofe grand Volumes. 

jffp. When Seeker preaches, or Murray pleads j 
the Church is crouded, and the Bar thronged. When 
^«jceproduces the Refinements of Criticifm,or 3 ^a«^ 
difplays the Graces of Poetry; the Prefs toils, yet is 
icarce able to fupply the Demands of the Public— 
Are We eager to hear, and impatient to purchafe, 
what proceeds from fuch eloquent Tongues, and 
mafterly Pens ? And can We be coldly indifferent , 
when—not the mod accomplilhed of Mankind—not 
the mod exalted of Creatures—but the Adorable 
AU T HOR of all Wifdom, fpeaks in his revealed 
Word ? Strange! that our Attention does not hang * 
upon the venerable Accents, and our Talk dwell 
upon the incomparable Truths! 

Ther. I admire, I mud confefs, the very Language 
of the Bible. In this, methinks, I difeern a Con¬ 
formity, between the Book of Nature, and the Book 
of Scripture. 

In the Book of Nature, the Divine TEACHER 
fpeaks not barely to our Ears, but to all our Senfes. 
And it is very remarkable, how He varies his Ad- 
drefs!—Obferve his grander Works. In thefe. 
He ufes the Style of Majefty. We may call it, the 
true Sublime. It ftrikes with Awe, and tranfports the 

Mind. 

* St. Luke, in his evangelical Hiftory, ufes this beau¬ 
tiful Image, $£txpt/iale. The People hung upon the Lips 
of their all-wife TEACHE R. Luke xix. 48. Which 
implies two very ftrong Ideas—an Attention, that nothing 
could interrupt—and an Eagernefs, fcarce ever to be 
fetisfied. 


•Pendetjue loquentis ab Ore. 


Vine, 
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Mind.—View his ordinary Operations. Here, He 
defccnds to a plainer Dialed*. This may be termed, 
the familiar Style. We comprehend it with Eafe, 
and attend to it with Pleafure.—In the more orna¬ 
mented Parts of the Creation, He clothes his Mean¬ 
ing with Elegance. All is rich and brilliant. We 
are delighted ; we are charmed. And what is this, 
but the florid Style? 

A Variety, fomewhat fimilar, runs through the 
Scriptures.—Would You fee Hi/lory , in all her Sim¬ 
plicity, and all her Force; moft beautifully eafy, 
yet irrefiftibly ftriking? See Her, or rather feel her 
Energy, touching the niceft Movements of the Soul* 
and triumphing over our Pallions, in the inimitable 
Narrative of Jofrpb’s Life.—The Reprcfentation of 
Efau’s bitter Diftrefs *; the Converfation-pieces of 
yonatban, and his gallant Friend -j ; the memorable 
Journal of the Difciples going to Emrnaus%\ are 
finifhed Models of the Impajfioned and Jjfefling .—« 
Here is nothing ftudied ; no Plights of Fancy; no 
Embellifhments of Oratory. Yet, how inferior is 
the Epifode of Nijus and Eurialus, though worked 
up by the moft marterly Hand in the World, to the 
undillembled artlefs Fervency of thefe fcriptural 
Sketches ||! 

V oi. 1 . C Are 

* Gen. xxvii. 30, fsV. f 1 Sam. xviii, xix, xx, 
t Luke xxiv. 13, tdc. 

|| LetaPerfonof trucTafte, perufe, in a criticalView, 
the two firfl Chapters of St. Lnke. He will there find a 
Series of the moft furpjifnig Incidents, related with the 
greateft Simplicity, yet with the utmoft Majefly. — All 
which, extremely aft'edting in themfeives, are heightened 
and illuminated, by a juuicious Jntermixtuje of the fub- 
limeft Pieces of Poetry. For my own Part, I know not 

how 
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Are We pleafed with the Elevation and Dignity 
of an Heroic Poem ; or the Tendernefs and Perplexity 
of a Dramatic Performance ? In the*Book of Job, 
they are both united, and both unequal.—Con¬ 
formably to the exadteft Rules of Art, as the Adtion 
advances, the Incidents are more alarming, and the 
Images more magnificent. The Language glows, 
and the Pathos fwells. Till, at laft, the DE1T Y 
Himfelf makes his Entrance. He fpeaks from the 
Whirlwind, and fummons the Creation : fummons 
Heaven, and all its fhining Hoft; the Elements, 
and their moft wonderful Productions; to vouch 
for the Wifdom of his providential Difpenfations.— 
His Word ftrikes Terror, and flalhes Conviction : 
decides the momentous Controverfy, and clofes the 
auguft Drama, with all pofiible Propriety, Solem¬ 
nity, and Grandeur. 

If We fometimes choofe a plaintive Strain; fuch 
as foftens the Mind, and induces an agreeable Me¬ 
lancholy : are any of the antient Tragedies fuperior, 
in the Eloquence of Mourning, to David’s pathetic 
Elegy on his beloved Jonathan*-, to his moft paflion- 
ate and inconfolable Moanf, over the lovely but 

unhappy 

how to characterize them more properly, than by Solo¬ 
mon's elegant Comparifon.— They are as gold Rings Jet 
•with the Beryl, or as bright Lvory over-laid with Sapphires- 
Can tic. v. 14. 

* 2 Sam. i. 19, &c. ‘ 

f i Sam. xviii. 33. The King was vehemently affeCt- 
ed (lav) end <went up to the Chamber, and wept t and as 
He went. He J,'aid ; O my Son Abfalom ! my Son, my Son 
Abfalom ! Would GOD 1 had diea for Thee! O Abfalom, 
my Son, my Sen.'—Such a Picture, and fo much Pathos ; 
fo artlefs both, and both fo exquifue j 1 mult acknow¬ 
ledge. 
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Unhappy Abfalom ; or to that melodious Woe, which 
warbles and bleeds, in every Line of Jeremiah's 
Lamentations ? 

Would we be entertained with the daring Subli¬ 
mity of Homer , or the correct Majefty of Virgil ? 
W ith the expreflivc Delicacy of Horace , or the ra¬ 
pid Excurfions of Pindar ? Behold them joined, be¬ 
hold them excelled, in the Odes of Mofes , and the 
euchariftic Hymn of Deborah ; in the exalted Devo¬ 
tion of the Pfalms, and the glorious Enthufiafin of 
the Prophets. 

Jfp. Only with this Difference, that the former 
are tuneful Triflers *, and amufe the Fancy with 
C 2 empty 

ledge, I never met with, among all the Reprefen tations 
of Dignity in Dittrefs.—TheKing’s Troops had gained 
a fignal Vidlory. His Crown and his Life were refeued 
from the moil imminent Danger. Yet all the Honours 
and all the Joys of this fuccefsful Day, were fwallowed 
up and loft in the News of Ab/alom' s Death.—The News 
of Abfalom's Death ftruck, like a Dagger, the aftiidted 
Father. He ftarts from his Seat. He haftens into Re¬ 
tirement, there to pour out his Soul in copious Lamen¬ 
tation. But his Anguifh is too impetuous, to bear a 
Moment’s Reftraint. He burfts immediately into a Flood 
of Tears; and cries, as He departs, O Abfalom, &c. 

What foys Mezentius, when his Son is ilain ? When, 

to fharpen his Sorrow, the pale Corpfe, the miferable' 

Spedtade, is before his Eyes, and within his Arms.* 

The n»oft pathetic Word He utters, is 
* 

. . Heu ! nunc mifero mihi demum 

Exilium infaelix, nunc alee Vulnus adaBum, 

How languid is Virgil? How inexprefftvc the Prince of 
Latin Poetry ! compared with the royal Mourner mljracll 
Moll evident, from this and many other Inftances, is the 
Superiority of the Scriptures, in copying Nature, ar.d 
painting the Paffions. 

* Ludit amabiliter . 
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empty Fi&ion: the latter are Teachers fent from 
GOD, and make the Soul wife unto Salvation .— 
The Bible, is not only the brighteft Ornament, 
but the moft invaluable Depofitum. On a right, 
a practical Knowledge of thefe lively Oracles, de¬ 
pends the prefent Comfort, and the endlefs Felicity 
of Mankind. Whatever, therefore, in Study or 
Converfation, has no Connexion with their divine 
Contents; may be reckoned among the Toys of Li¬ 
terature, or the Cyphers of Difcourfe. 

Ther. Here again the Book of Scripture is fome- 
what like the Magazine of Nature. What can We 
defire, for our Accommodation and Delight, which 
this Store-houfe of Conveniences does not afford ? 
What can We wifh, for our Edification and Im¬ 
provement, which that Fund of Knowledge does 
not fupply? Of thefe We may truly affirm, each, 
in its refpe£tive Kind, is profitable unto all Things. 

Are We Admirers of Antiquity? —Here, We ar* 
led back, beyond the univerfal Deluge, and far be¬ 
yond the Date of any other Annals.—We are intro¬ 
duced among the earlieft Inhabitants of the Earth. 
We take a View of Mankind, in their undifguifed 
primitive Plainnefs; when the Days of their Life 
were but little fhort of a thoufand Years .—,We are 
brought acquainted with the Original of Nations; 
with the Creation of the World; and with the Birth 
of Time itfelf. 

Are We delighted with vajl Achievements ?—• 
Where is any Thing comparable to the Miracles in 
Egypt, and the Wonders in the Field of Zoan ? To 
the Memoirs of the Ifraclites , palling through the 
Depths of the Sea; fojourning amidft the inhofpita- 
ble Defarts; and conquering the Kingdom of Ca -_ 

naan? 
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■naan ?—■' Where {hall we meet with Inflances of 
martial Bravery, equal to the prodigious Exploits of 
the Judges ; or the adventurous Deeds of JeJfc s va¬ 
liant Son, and his matchlefs Band of JVortbics * ?—. 
Here, We behold the fundamental Laws of the Uni- 
verfe, fometimes fufpended, fom'dtimes reverfed: and 
not only the Current of Jordan , but the Courfe of 
Nature controulcd, In fhort; when We enter the 
Field of Scripture, We tread—on enchanted, fliall 
I fay ? rather—on confccrated Ground, Where 
Aftonilhment and Awe are awakened, at every 
Turn. Where is all, more than all, the Marve¬ 
lous of Romance f; connected with all the Preci- 
fion and Sanctity of Truth. 

If We want Maxims of Wifdom, or have a Taffe 
for the Laconic Style ; how copioufly may our Wants 
be fupplied, and how delicately our Talte gratified! 
F.fpecially in the Book of Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, and 
fome of the minor Prophets.—Here, are the moft 
fcge Lefl'ons of InftruCtion; adapted to every Cir- 
cumftance of Life ; formed upon the Experience of 
all preceding Ages; and perfected by the unerring 
SPIRIT of Infpiration.-r-Thefe delivered, with 
fuch remarkable Concifenefs; that One might ven¬ 
ture to lay, every Word is a Sentence J; at leafl-, 
C 3 every 

* See 2 Sam. xxiii. 8, &e. i Chron. xi. io, &c. 

f Heroum Fahula mens 

Vincitur Hijloriis. 

J What Cicero faid of Thucidtdes, is more eminently 
true, concerning our royal Moralift, and his rich Col¬ 
lection of Ethics; concerning our evangelical Hiftorians, 
and their copious Variety of FaCts. Eum adeo ejje Rebus 
plenum refer turn jue, ut frofe Verb ovum Numerum Numro 
Reruns ajuet. 
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every Sentence may be called an Apothegm 5 fpark- 
iing with Brightnefs of Thought, or weighty with 
Solidity of Senfe. The Whole, like a Profufion of 
Pearls— each containing, in a very fmall Compafs, 
a Value almoft immenfe— all heaped up (as an in¬ 
genious Critic fpeaks) with a confuted Magnifi¬ 
cence, above the little Niceties of Order. 

If We look for the Strength of Reafoning, and 
the Warmth of Exhortation: the infmuating Arts 
of genteel Addrefs, or the manly Boldnefs of im¬ 
partial Reproof: all the Thunder of the Orator, 
without any of his Oftcntation; all the Politenefs 
of the Courtier, without any of his Flattery:— 
let Us have Recourfe to the Afts of the Apoftles, 
and to the Epilties of St. Paul*. Thefe are a Spe¬ 
cimen, or rather thefe are the Standard , of them all. 

I do not wonder, therefore, that a Tafte fo re¬ 
fined, and a Judgment fo correct as Milton’s , fhould 
difeem higher Attra&ives in the Volume of Inlpi- 

ration, 

* Another very remarkable Inftance of Propriety in 
St. Paul’s Writings, is. That though diffufe in the doctri¬ 
nal, they are concife in the preceptive Parts. On the for¬ 
mer, it was abfolutely neceffary to enlarge. On the 
latter, it is always j udicious to be lhort. The celebrated 
Rule of Horace, 

Quicquidpracipies, ejlo brevis, 

was never more exaftly obferved, nor more finely exem¬ 
plified, than by our Apoftalic Author. See that noble 
String of Precepts, 1 Thejf.y. 16, 17, (Ac .—See another 
choice Colle&ion of the fame Kind, Rom. xii. 9, 10, (Ac. 
In which the Energy of the Di&ion is no lefs admirlble 
than the Concijene/s of the Sentence. AsTor-Wa*!*!!— 

—piXo ropjoi ——mooxafi spa»k{—are 
forae of the molt vigorous Words, thatLanguage can fur- 
nifli; and form the moft animated Meaning, that Imar 
^nation can conceive. ' 


5 
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ration, than in the moft celebrated Authors of 
Greece and Rome. 

Yet not the more 

Ceafe / to wander , where the Mufes haunt 
Clear Springs or Jhady Grove , or funny Hill, 

Smit with the Love of [acred Song: but CHIEF 
Ihee Sion, and theflow'ry Banks beneath , 

That wajh thy hallowed Feet , and warbling flow , 
Hightly I vifit *. 

Jfp. Another Recommendation of the Scriptures, 
is, That they afford the moft awful and moft amiable 
Manifcftations of the GODHEAD. His Glory 
fliines, and his Goodnefs fmiles, in thofe divine 
Pages, with unparalleled Luftre.—Here, We have 
a fatisfaftory Explanation of our own State. The 
Origin of Evil is traced; the Caufe of all our Mifery 
difeovered; and the Remedy, the infallible Remedy, 
both clearly fliewn, and freely offered.—The Merits 
of the bleeding JESUS, lay a firm Foundation for 
all our Hopes: while Gratitude for his dying Love, 
fuggefts the moft winning Incitement to every Duty. 
—Morality, Theron, your (and let me add, my) ad¬ 
mired Morality, is delineated in all its Branches. 
Is placed upon its proper -Bafts, and raifed to its 
bigheft Elevation.—The SPIRIT of GOD is 
promifed, to enlighten the Darknefs of our Un- 
derftandings, and ftrengthen the imbecility of our 
C 4 Wills. 

* That is, “ He Hill was pleafed to finely the Beau- 
“ ties of the antient Poets; but his higheft Delight was 
in the Songs of Sion, in the holy Scriptures, and in 
“ thefe He meditated Day and Night.” 

See Dr, Newton ’sEdie. 
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Wills. What an ample—Can you indulge me, 
this favourite Topic ? 

Ther. It is, I allure You, equally pleafing to myfelf. 
Your Enlargements, therefore, need no Apology. 

Jfp. What ample Provifion is made, by thefe 
bleffed Books, for all our fpiritual Wants! And, in 
this RefpetSt, hovy indifputable is their Superiority 
to all other Compofitions! 

Is any One convinced of Guilt , as provoking 
Heaven, and ruining the Soul ?—Let Him alk Rea- 
fen, to point out a Means of Reconciliation, and a 
Refuge of Safety*. Reafon hefitates, as She re¬ 
plies j “ The DEITY may, perhaps, accept our 
** Supplications, and grant Forgivenefs.”—-But the 
Scriptures leave Us not to the fad Uncertainty of 
Conjecture. They fpeak the Language of clear 

Afl'u ranee. 

* The Sentiment, fays an anonymous Writer, Ihould 
have been thus worded; “ Let the guiltyPerfon alk. his 
“ Pride.”—It might have been obferved by this Writer, 
That the Words exprefs the faintelt Degree of Hope; 
rather than a real Perfuafion ; a Thing ardently wilhed, 
rather than truly believed ;—beJifates — may — -perhaps. 

However, I am willing to acknowledge fome Force 
and Propriety in the Remark. It is not Reafon, but 
Pride under the Malic of Reafon, which difhtes every 
fuch Notion. Reafon, unbiased and impartial, would 
pronounce the Condition of linful Man irremediable. 
That GOD, being infinitely holy, mult abhor the poU 
luted, and being infinitely juft, would in no wife fpare 
the guilty Creature.—It is theGofpel, theGofpel alone, 
which opens the Door of Hope. Opens it, from a moft 
unexpected Quarter, the Redemption that is in C HR IS T 
'JESUS ; and on poor forlorn Wretches, who fat in 
paibnefs, and the Shadow of Heath. Having no Gleam 
pf Confolation, from all that their own Wifdora could 
devife, or their own Ability perform; 
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Affurance. GOD has fct forth a Propitiation *: 
He does forgive our Iniquities f : He will remember 
our Sins no more %. 

Are We aff'aulted by Temptation, or averfe to 
Duty ?—Philofophy may attempt to parry the Thruft, 
or to ftir up the relu&ant Mind ; by difclofing the 
Deformity of Vice, and urging the Fitnefs of Things. 
P'eeble Expedients ! Juft as well calculated, to ac- 
complifh the Ends propofed; as the flimfy Fortifica¬ 
tion of a Cobweb, to defend Us from the Ball of a 
Cannon; or, as the gentle Vibrations of a Lady’s 
Fan, to make a Wind-bound Navy fail.—The Bible 
recommends no fuch incompetent Succours. Afy 
Grace, fays its Almighty AUTHOR, is [uffciait 
for Thee ||.—Sin Jhall not have Dominion over You $.— 
The great JEHOVAH, in whom is everlalting 
Strength, He ivorketh in Us, loth to zuill, and to do, 
of his good Plenfure 4. 

Should We be vifited with Sichiefs, or overtaken 
by any Calamity, the Confolation which Plato offers, 
is; That fuch Difpenfations coincide with the uni- 
verfal Plan of Divine Government. Virgil will tell 
JJs, for our Relief; That afflictive Vifitants are, 
more or lefs, the unavoidable Lot of all Men. Ano¬ 
ther Moralift whifpers in the dejedted Sufferer’s Ear, 
“ Impatience adds to the Load : whereas, a calm 
“ Submiflion renders it more fupportable.”—Does 
the Word of Revelation difpenfe fuch fpirithfs and 
fugitive Cordials? No: Thole facred Pages inform 
Us, That Tribulations are fatherly Chaflifemcnts; 
Tokens of our MAKER’S Love, and Fruits of 

his 

* Rom. iii. 25. f Pfal. ciii, 3. 4 Heb. viii. 12. 

j| 2 Cor. xii. 9. § Rom. vi. 14.- J Phil. ii. 13. 
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Its Care. That they are intended to work in Us, 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteoufnefs; and to work 
eu* far Us, an eternal Weight of Glory *. 

Should We, under the Summons of Death , have 
Rtcoutfc to the naoft celebrated Comforters in the 
Heathen World; they would increafe our Appre- 
ftcufious, rather than mitigate our Dread. Death 
is rtprefented, by the great Mailer of their Schools; 
as “■ Tire moll formidable of all Evils.” They 
were not able pofitively to determine, whether the 
Soul furvived ; and never,fo much as dreamt of the 
Refurreclion of the Body.—Whereas, the Book of 
GOD ftrips the Monfter of his Horrors, or turns 
Him into a Meflengtr of Peace: gives Him an 
Angel's Face, and a Deliverer’s Hand. Afcertain- 
ing to the Souls of die Righteous, an immediate 
Hrauflatiov into the Regions of Blifs j and infuring 
to their Bodies, a moft advantageous Revival, at 
t&e Melioration of all Things. 

Invaluable Book! It heals the Maladies of Life, 
ant! fubdues the Fear of Death. It ftrikes a light- 

fome 

* z Cor. iv. iy. What are all the confolatory Expedi- 
eftents, preferibed in all the Volumes of Heathen Mora¬ 
lity, compared with this one Recipe of Revelation? They 
sure, in Point of chearing Efficacy, foropwhat like the 
fn/ton the Conflux of a thoufand Streams, compared 
with a Angle Draught of Homer’s Nepenthe. Which, He 
tells Us, was 

^Temper'd with Drags of fit/reign JJ/e t' ajpwags 
The boiling Bofom of tumultuous Rage ; 

7 » tltar the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care , 

And dry the tearful Sluices of Defpair. 

Charm'd with that virtuous Draught, th’ exalted Mind 
Ml Senfe of Wot 'delivers to the Wind. 


Odyff. IV. 
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J'omc Vrfta, through the Gloom of the Grave; an! 
opens a charming, a glorious Profpeft of Immorta¬ 
lity in the Heavens. 

Thefe, with many other Excellencies peculiar to 
.the Scriptures, One would imagine more than 1 'uiE- 
cicnt, to engage every fenfible Heart in their Favour; 
and introduce them, with the higheft Elleem, into 
every improved Converfation.— They had fuch an 
Efted upon the fineft Genius, and mji accomplijhed 
# Perfon, that former or latter Ages can boaft. In- 
fomuch, that He made, while living, this public 
Declaration; and left it, when He died, upon ever- 
lafting Record— Haw fweet are thy IVords unto my 

Tap! 

* If we confider David, in the great Variety of his 
fine Qualifications—The Ornaments of his Perfon, and 
the far more illuftrious Endowments of hi? Mind—-The 
farprifing Revolutions in his Fortune ; fometimes, re¬ 
duced to the lowed Ebb of Ad verfity; fometimes, riding 
npon the higheft Tide of Profperity—His Angular Dex¬ 
terity, in extricating Himfelf from Difficulties; and pe¬ 
culiar Felicity, in accommodating Himlelf to all Cir- 
cumftances—The Prizes He won, as a youthful Cham¬ 
pion ; and the Victories He gained, as an experienced 
General—His mafterly Hand upon the Harp, and his 
inimitable Talent for Poetry—The admirable Regula¬ 
tions of his royal Government, and the incomparable. 
Ufefulnefs of his public Writings—The Depth of his 
Repentance, and the Height of his Devotion—The Vi¬ 
gour of his Faith in theDivinePromifes, and the Ardour 
of his Love to the Divine M A J E S T Y—If We confider 
thefe, with leveral other Marks of Honour and Grace, 
which ennoble the Hiftory of his Life; We fhail fee 
fuch an Affimblagt of Aiming Qualities, as perhaps were 
never united in any other merely human Charadter. 

This Obfervation was expunged. But, upon maturer 
Thoughts, it is offered to the Public, in order to con¬ 
vince a polite Reader, That the Love of the Scriptures, 
and the Exercife of Devotion, are by no Means the imr 
peculiarities of a vulgar Mind. 
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Tafief Tea, fweeter than Honey unto my Mouth*.-* 
0 ! how I love thy Law ! It is my Meditation all the 
Day y.—Mine Eyes prevent the Night-ivatches, that 
I may he occupied in thy Precepts ; and I will Jpeak of 
thy Tcjlimcnics even before Kings %.—If David taftcd 
fo much Sweetnefs in a fmall, and that the leaf valu¬ 
able, Part of the divine Word ; how much richer is 
the Feaft to Us ! Since the Gofpel is added to .the 
Law, and the Canon of Scripture completed ! Since 
(to borrow the Words of a Prophet) the LORD 
GOD has, now fea/ed tip the Sum-, has put the laft 
Hand to his Work; and rendered it full of IFiflom, 
and perfect in Beauty ||. 

Thcr. Another remarkable Peculiarity of the fa- 
ered Writings, juft occurs to my Mind—The Me¬ 
thod, of communicating Advice, or adminiftering 
Reproof, by Parables. A Method, which levels it- 
felf to the loweft Apprehenfion, without giving Of¬ 
fence to the moft fupercilious Temper. Yet, is as 
much fuperior, to plain unornamented Precept; as 
the enlivened Scenes of a well-wrought Tragedy, 
are more impreffive and affe&ing, than a fimpie 
Narration of the Plot. 

Our LORD was afked, by a Student of the 
'Jewijh Law, Who is my Neighbour? Which implied 
another Queftion, How is he to be loved? —The En¬ 
quirer was conceited of Himfelf; yet, ignorant of the 
Truth, and deficient in his Duty. Had the wife 
INSTRUCTOR of Mankind abruptly declared, 
You neither know the former, nor fulfil the latter. Pro¬ 
bably, 

* Pfal. cxix. 103. f Pfal. cxix. 97. % P&L 

cxix. 46. 11 Eaek. xxviii. i z. 
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bably, the Querift would have reddened with Indig¬ 
nation, and departed in a Rage.—Therefore, to 
teach, and not difguft; to convince the Man of his 
Error, and not exafpcrate his Mind; the b Idled 
JESUS frames a Reply, as amiable in the Man* 
ner, as it was pertinent to the Purpofe. 

A certain Jew , going down from Jerufakm to 
Jericho , fell among Thieves*. They rifle Him of 
his Money; ftrip Him of his Clothes; wound Him 
with great Barbarity ; then leave Him, expiring on 
the Road.—Soon after this difaftrous Accident, a 
Traveler appears, and advances that Way. A 
Sight, inexprcflibly welcome to this affli&ed Crea¬ 
ture. What renders it more likely, that He fliall 
receive Relief, this Traveller is one of the [acred 
Order. One, who taught others the lovely Lefions 
of Humanity and Charity ; and was, therefore, un¬ 
der the ftrongeft Obligations, to exemplify them in 
his own Pradice. He juft glances an Eye upon the 
deplorable Objeit; fees Him ftretched on the 
Ground, and weltering in his Blood. But takes no 
farther Notice. Nay, to avoid the Trouble of an 
Enquiry, turns out of the Road, and pafles by on 
the other Side.—Scarce was He departed, when a 
Livite approaches. This Man comes nearer, and 
looks on the miferablc Spectacle. He takes a leifurely 
and attentive Survey of the Cafe f. Though every 
Gaih, and every Groan, plead for Companion; this 
Minifter of the Sanctuary obfcrves all, with the 

coldeft 


* Luke x. 30, 

f This feems to be the Import of t?.SU Luke 

x. 32. This diwf.fics the Conduit of the two unnatu¬ 
ral PafTengers, and heightens the Defcription of. JewiJh 
inhumanity. 
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coldeft IndifFerence. He neither moves a Hand tc* 
help Him ; nor fpeaks a Word to comfort Him ; 
but leaves the poor, naked, mangled Wretch to 
perifti in his Calamity.—Lait comes a Samaritan*} 

one 


* If this was a Parable, we cannot but admire the 
Accuracy of our LORD, both in laying the Scene, 
and ftleBing the Circumftances.—It is the Maxim of a 
great Critic, 

Fitta Voluptatis Causa, Jint proxima writ. 

And how very apparent is the Air of Probability, in this 
facred Apologue !—The Way from Jeru/alem to Jericho, 
lying through a Defart, was much infefted by Thieves, 
and too commodious for their Purpofes of Violence.— 
What could be more likely to happen, than the Paflage 
of a Prieft and Lewie along that Road ? Since Jericho 
was a City, appropriated to the Levitical Order; and 
contained no lefs than twelve thoufand Attendants, on 
the Service of the Temple. 

Howjudicioufly b the principal Figure circumftanced ! 
—Had the Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have 
made but feeble ImpreffionsofPity; and thofe, perhaps, 
immediately effaced by ftronger Emotions of Hatred. 
But, when it was a Jew, that lay bleeding to death 5 
the Reprcfentation v «i Lire to intereft the Hearer in the 
Diftrefs, and awaken • rewder Concern.—Had the Relief 
been adminiltered by a Jew, the Benevolence would have 
ihone, but in a much fainter Light. Whereas, when it 
came from the Hands of a Samaritan, whom all the Jews 
had agreed to execrate, and rank with the very Fiends 
of Hell, how bright was the Luftre of ftuch Charity! 

I was mod charmingly, and indeed irrefiftibly bright, 
fince it compelled a Jewijh Lawyer, to acknowledge the 
fuprrior Excellence of a defpifed and hated Samaritan. 
Nay, it compelled Him to acknowledge the Superiority 
of this hated Samaritan, not only to his Countrymen in 
general, but to thofe who bore the moft venerable Cha¬ 
racter, and difeharged the moft facred Office. 

Let the Reader confider the Temper, exprefled in that 
raneprous Reflection ; Hbou art a Samaritan, and haft a 

Devil, 
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«me of the abhorred Nation: whom the "Jew hated 
with the moft implacable Malignity. Though the 
Levite had negledted a bleeding Brother: though 
the Prieft had with-held his Pity, from one of the 
LOR D’s peculiar People: the very Moment this 
Samaritan fees the unhappy Sufferer, He melts Into 
Commiferation. He forgets the embittered Far, and 
conftders only the diflrcjfed Fei.’oiv- Creature. iHe 
fprings from his Horfe, and retulves to intermit his 
Journey. The Oil and Wine, intended for his 
own Refrefhment, He freely converts into healing 
Unguents. He binds up the Wounds; fets the-dii- 
abled Stranger, upon his own Bead; and with al 
the Afiiduity of a Servant, with all the Tendered* 
of a Brother, conduits Him to an Inn.—-There, 
He does all that can be contrived *, to foothe ibis 
prefent Sorrows, and to provide againft his future: 
Wants. He lays down, for his immediate Ufe, 
what Money He can fpare ; charges the PI oft i# 
omit nothing, that may promote the Recovery at 

Comfort 

Devil, John viii. 48.—Let Him compare that Inveterate 
Malevolence, with the benign and compaifionate bpirii 
of our amiable Traveler.—Then, let Him fay ; Whe¬ 
ther He ever beheld a finer or a bolder Contrail? Whe¬ 
ther, upon the Whole, He ever faw the Ordonnance of 
deferiptive Painting, more jultiy designed, or more 
happily executed ? 

1 would beg Leave to obferve farther. That the viru¬ 
lent Animofity of the Jew difcovers itfelf, even in the 
Lawyer's Reply; He that Jhinved Mercy on Him. He will 
not fo much as name the Samaritan. Eipecially in a Cafe, 
where He could not be named, without an honourable 
Diftinftion.—So ftrongly marked, and fo exactly pre¬ 
ferred, are the r« the Manners or diltingui filing Qua¬ 
lities of each Perfon, in the iacred Narrations! 

* EVijAthrlhi adits. 
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Comfort of his Gueft ; and promifes, to defray thd 
whole Expence of his Lodging, his Maintenance* 
and his Cure. 

What a lively Picture this, of the molt difmterejlei 
and aitive Benevolence ! A Benevolence, which ex¬ 
cludes no Perfons, not even Strangers or Enemies, 
from its tender Regards. Which difdains no Con- 
defcenfion, grudges no Coft, in its Labours of Love* 
—Could any Method of Convidion have been more 
forcible, and at the fame Time more pleafing, than 
the Interrogatory, propofed by our LORD, and 
deduced from the Story? Which now of theft Three ^ 
thinkeji Thou , was Neighbour unto Him , that fell among 
the Thieves? —Or, can there be an Advice, more 
fuitable to the Occafion ; more important in its 
Nature; and exprefled with a more fententious 
Energy, than Go Thou , and do likewife ?•—In this 
Cafe, the Learner inftructs, the Delinquent con* 
demns*, Himfelf. Bigotry hears away its Preju* 
dice; and Pride (when the Moral fo fweetly, fo 
imperceptibly infinuates) even Pride itfelf lends a 
willing Ear to Admonition. 

Afp. This Eloquence of Similitudes, is at once 
affeding to the Wife, and intelligible to the Igno¬ 
rant.—It fews f, rather than relates , the Point to 
be illuftrated; and often makes, as in the fine In* 
llance You have fe’edcd, the Feelings of the Heart 
overcome the Prejudices of the Underftanding.—* 
It has always been admired, by the beft Judges of 
human Nature, and polite Literature. But, nevet 
was carried to its higheft Perfection, till our LORD 

fpokff 

* 2 Sam. xii. 5. 

f Difcentem, fav^ Seneca upon the Subjeft, audimt- 
feet in rem prr/eniem adiiucunt. Epift. lix. 
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fpoke the Parable 0f the ProdsgiI*+-i Which has a 
Beauty, that no Paraphrafe can heighten: a Per- 
fpicuity, that renders all Interpretation needlefs: 
and a Force, which every Reader, not totally in- 
fenfible, muft feel f. 

Tber. The Condefcenlion and,Goodnefs of GOD 
are, every where, confpicuous.—In the Produ&ions 
of the Bough, He conveys to Us the moft valuable 
Fruits, by the Intervention of the lovelieft Blof- 
foms. Though the Prefent is, in itfelf, extremely 
acceptable; He has given it an additional Endear¬ 
ment, by the Beauties which array it, or the Per-,, 
fumes which furround it.—In the Pages of Reve- 
lation, He has communicated to Us the Truths of 
Heaven, adorned with all the Graces of Compo- 
fition. Such as may polifh the Man of Genius, 
and improve the Man of Worth. Such as gratify 
and captivate our Imagination, even while they 
cultivate and refine our Morals. — So that they 
really are, as one of their divine Authors very ele¬ 
gantly fpeaks; Like Apples of Gold in PiHuret of 
Silver %. 

V o l. I. D Afp . 

* Luke xv. ii, lie, 

t If the Reader ftiould be diiTatisfied with this Me¬ 
thod of extolling the Parable in general, without Speci¬ 
fying its particular Beauties; He may find fomething of 
the latter Kind attempted, in Contemplations on the Starty 
Heavens, Pag. i8i,cfr. 

J Prov, xx. 11 ,—Theron follows the received Trans¬ 
lation. I ihould prefer theExpofition of Glaffius ; who 
fupnofes *]D3 m»3WD to fignify, Retiacula argentea, in 
f stilus Oculi funt minutijjtmi, penetrabiles tauten Vifu, Ac¬ 
cording to this Interpretation, the Pa/Tage will prefent 
Us with Apples of Gold in Net-work, or Lattice-work, of 
Silver . W here the fine Fruit receives a new Charm, 
Shewing itfelf through the elegant Apertures of the Baiket, 
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Jfp. Who then would not gladly receive that 
gracious Exhortation ? Let the Word of CHRIS T 
dwell in You richly*. Who would not willingly 
obey that benign Command ? Thou Jhalt talk of it , 
when thou fittejl in thine Houfe , and when thou walkeji 
by the Way ; when thou liejl down, and when thou 
rifeji up\. Since, in this Cafe, Duty is evidently 
inlaid with Delight. 

When I confider the Language of the Scriptures, 
and fometimes experience their Energy on my Soul; 
I am inclined to fay—“ Other Writings, though 
«* polilhed with the niceft Touches of Art, only 
« tinkle on the Ear, or affedt Us like the Shepherd’s 
** Reed. But thefe, even amidft all their Simpli- 
** city and Negligence, Jlrike—alarm — tranfport Us 
“ —fomewhat like the Voice of Thunder, or the 
“ Archangel’s Trumpet.” 

When I confider the Contents of the Scriptures; 
and believe myfelf interefted, in the Promifes they 
exhibit, and the Privileges they confer j I am in¬ 
duced to cry out—“ What are all the other Books 
“ in the World, compared with thefe ineftimable 
“ Volumes? No more than an entertaining No- 
“ vel, or a few prudential Rules for donieftic Oe- 
** conomy, compared with a Parent' s Will j a royal 

“ Charter j 

* Col. iii . 16. The Word of C HR 1 ST ; fotheApoflle 
entitles the whole infpired Writings, and thereby aflerts 
the Divinity of his M A S T E R— Dwell ; not make a 
fliort Stay, or an occafional Vifit, but take up a fixed 
and fiated Refidence— Richly ; in the large!! Meafure, 
and with the greateft Efficacy; fo as to fill the Memory; 
fway die Will; and aftuate all the AfFe&ions. 

f Deut. vi. 7. 
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“ Charter*; or an imperial Grant of Titles and 
Manors.” 

I faid, Promifes and Privileges. For, thefe I 
look upon as imparting the moft fovereign Worth 
to the Scriptures. Agreeably to our L O RD’s 
Teftimony, Search the Scriptures. Why? What 
recommends them to our attentive Regard ? Be- 
caufe they give the nobleft Difplay of the divine 
Perfections, and the trueft Eftimate of human Na¬ 
ture ? Becaufe they open the invifible World, and 
difcover the Secrets of Eternity ? Prefent Us with 
the moft refined Rule of Duty, and prefs upon Us 
the moft forcible Motives to Obedience?—All this 
they unqueftionably do. Yet this is not their moft 
diftinguiftiing Excellence. Search them , fays our 
blefled LORD, with a clofe, an exaCt, an un¬ 
wearied Affiduity; becaufe, they tejlify of ME, 
Of my all-furpaffing Dignity, and infinite Merits, 
Of free Juftification through my Blood, and ever- 
lafting Life through my Righteoufnefs. This is 
their crowning Perfection. From hence they de¬ 
rive the moft exalted Merit. 

D 2 All 


* The Contents of the Scripture are called, by the 
wife Man, C3HJJ Prev.v iii. 6. Excellent things, royal 
Truths, princely Sentiments. Teilifying of MtJJtab the 
Prince, his Perfon, Righteoufnefs, and Salvation —Ex¬ 
ceeding all the Works and Writings of the Learned, as 
much as Solomon Hirafelf, when feated on his Throne of 
Ivory and Gold; furrounded with all the Splendour of 
his brilliant Court; and delivering the Dictates of In* 
fpiration, to liltening Sages—as much as that magni¬ 
ficent Monarch, in fuch Circumltances of Dignity, and 
amidil fuch Difplays of Wifdom, exceeded the Populace 
of Ifratl. z 
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All thefe Circumftances remind me of a very 
emphatical Atteftation, bore to the exalted Merit 
of the Bible. Which) though quite artlefs , is, 
I think, abundantly more expreffive, than the moft 
laboured Efforts of Panegyric.—It came from the 
Lips of a Martyr. Who, being condemned to die, 
for his inviolable Adherence to the Doctrines of 
Scripture; when he arrived at the Stake, and had 
compofed Himfelf for Execution, took his final 
Leave in thefe affe&ing Words: “ Farewel Sun 
“ and Moon! Farewel all the Beauties of Crea- 
“ tion, and Comforts of Life ! Farewel my ho- 
** noured Friends! Farewel my beloved Relations! 
“ And farewel thou precious , precious Book of 
“GOD!” 

Afpafu had fcarce uttered the laft Sentence, when 
a Servant came to let them know; “ Supper was 
“ upon the Table.”—Very opportunely, Laid The* 
ron , has our Repaft waited, till our Conference is 
ended. We have fhewed, what a large Field of 
delightful Speculation, the Scriptures open: and 
what ample Materials for the moft refined Dif- 
courfe*, they afford. As nothing can be more 
ungraceful, than to neglect in our own Conduct, 

what 


* Should the ferious Reader want any farther Perfua- 
fivcs, to this moft beneficial Praftice; He may fee— 
How particularly our Divine MASTER objirwes the 
Strain of our Converfation ; Luke xxiv. 17.—How ex- 
preily He has commanded fuch focial Communications, 
as may tend to the Ufe of Edifying, Eph. iv. zg.—And 
what an Evidence will arife from this Article, either for 
our Acquittal or Condemnation, at the Day of everlaft- 
ing judgment. Matt. xii. 36, 37. 
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what We recommend to the Practice of Others* j 
let Us, this very Night, begin to ennoble our In¬ 
terviews with thefe improving Subje&s. Let Us 
endeavour to make religious Converfation, which 
is in all Refpeds defir able , in fome Degree fa- 
Jhionable. 

* Ot ya.% ilepn( wathvim xdlab(ai*im, ipv6piem/tn x| at- 
a ms *?Aois imlaerlofu y, ravla 
avloi (pattitat. 

Chryfoft. A»>p. 6 . 
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T HE next Morning, when Breakfaft was 
over, Theron and Jfpafn took a Walk into 
the Garden—Their Spirits cheared, and 
their Imagination lively—Gratitude glowing in 
their Hearts, and the whole Creation fmiling round 
them. 

The Spot adjoining to the Houle, wa. appropriated 
to the Cultivation of Flowers .—In a Variety of hand- 
fonie Compartments, were afl'embled the choice!! 
JJeauties of blooming Nature. Here, the Hyacinth 
hung her ftlken Bells, or the Lilies reared their filver 
Pyramids. There, flood the neat Narcijfus, loofely * 
attired in a Mantle of fnowy Luftre; while the 
fplendid Ranunculus wore a full-trimmed Suit of ra¬ 
diant Scarlet. Pinks were riling to enamel the Bor¬ 
ders ; Rofcs were opening to drefs the Walls; fur- 
rounded, on all Sides, with a Profufion of beau¬ 
teous Forms, either latent in the Stalk, or burfting 
the Buds, or blown into full Expanlion. 

This was bounded by a flight Partition, a Sort of 
verdant Parapet. Through which they defeend by 
an eafy Flight of Steps; and are ppefented with the 
elegant Simplicity of the Kitchen-Garclen .—In one 

Place, 


- --— Hiantem Flore decore 

Narcijfum. 
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Place, You might fee the Marigold flowering, or 
the Beans in BloiTom. In another, the Endive 
curled her Leaves, or the Lettuce thickened her 
Tufts. Cauliflowers fheltered their fair Complec- 
tion, under a green Umbrella; while the Borage 
difhevelled * her Locks, and braided them with na¬ 
tive Jewels, of a finer Azure than the fineft Sap- 
phires.—On the funny Slopes, the Cucumber and 
Melon lay balking in the collected Beams. On the 
raifed Beds , the Artichoke feemed to be ereding a 
Standard, while the Afparagus (hot f into Ranks 
of Spears. The level Ground produced all Manner 
of cooling Sallets and nourilhing Efculents. 
Which, like the Brows of the Olympic Conquerors, 
were bound with a Fillet of unfading Parfley; or, 
like the Pi&ures of the Mountain-Nymphs, were 
graced with a Chaplet of fragrant Marjoram.—In 
Ihort, nothing was wanting to furnilh out die 
wholefome Luxury of an Antediluvian Banquet. 

Soon, a high Wall intervenes. Through which 
a Wicket opens, and tranfmits them into the regular 
and equi-diftant Rows of an Orchard .—This Plan¬ 
tation is fo nicely adjufted, that it looks like an Ar¬ 
rangement of rural Piazzas, or aColledion of diver- 
fified Villas. The Eye is, every where, entertained 
with the exa&eft Uniformity; and darts, with unob- 
ftru&ed Eafe, from one End of the branching Files 
D 4 to 

* Referring to the loofe irregular Manner of its Fo¬ 
liation. 

•f Alluding, not only to the Shape, but alfo to the 
Growth oi this Plant; which is fo unufually quick, that 
it may almoft be faid to Jlart, rather than to rife out of 
the Earth. 
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to the other.—On all the Boughs, lay a lovely Evo¬ 
lution of Blojfoms ; arrayed in milky White, or tinged 
with the fofteft Red. Crouding into one general 
Clufter, without relinquifhing a vacant Space for 
Leaves, they formed the faireft, the gayeft, the 
grandeft Alcove, that Fancy itfelf can imagine.— 
It is really like the Court of the Graces. None can 
approach it, without finding his Ideas brightened, 
and feeling his Temper exhilarated. 

Contiguous to this correct Difpofitien of Things, 
Nature has thrown a Wildernefs ; hoary, grotefque, 
and magnificently cpnfufed. It ftretched itfelf, with 
a large circular Sweep, to the North; and fecured 
both the Olitory and the Orchard from incommoding 
Winds.—Copfes of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, 
filled the lower Spaces. While Poplars quivered 
aloft in Air, and Pines pierced the Clouds with their 
leafy Spires. Here, grew Clumps of Fir, clad in 
everlafting Green. There, flood Groves of Oak, 
which had weathered, for Ages, the wintry Storm. 
—This woody Theatre, was interfered by a wind¬ 
ing Walk ; lined with Elms of infuperabie Height. 
Whofe Branches, uniting at the Top, reared a 
majeftic Arch, and projected a folemn Shade. It 
was impoflible to enter this lofty Labyrinth, with¬ 
out being ftruck with a pleafing Dread *. As they 
proceed, every Inflection diffufes a deeper Gloom, 
and awakens a more penfive Attention. 

Having ftrolled in this darkfome Avenue, without 
a Speck of Sdnihine, without a Glimpfe of the Hea¬ 
vens } on a fudden, they ftep into open Day.—Sur- 

prifing! 

• —— Caliganttm nigra For mi dint Lucum. 

V i a o. 
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prifing! cries Afpafto. What a Change is this! 
What delightful Enchantment is Here I— 1 One In- 
ftant, whelmed in Trophonius's Cave *; where 
Darknefs lours, and Horrour frowns. Tranfported, 
the next, into the romantic Scenes of Arcadia } 
where all is lightfome, and all is gay.—Quick as 
Thought f, the Arches of Heaven expand their 
Azure. Turrets and Spires fhoot into the Skies* 
Towns, with their fpacious Edifices, fpread them-* 
felves to the admiring View. Thofe Lawns, green 
with frelheft Herbage; thofe Fields, rich with un¬ 
dulating Corn; where were they all, a Moment 
ago ?—it brings to my Mind that remarkable Situa¬ 
tion of the Jewifh Law-giver; when, elevated on 
the Summit of Pifgah, He furveyed the goodly 
Land of Promife—furveyed the Rivers, the Floods , 
the Brooks of Honey and Butter —furveyed the Moun¬ 
tains dropping with IVine, and the Hills flowing with 

Milk. 

* The Reader may find a curious Account of this Cave, 
together with a very humorous, and (which /hould al¬ 
ways accompany Humour, or elfe it will be like a Sting 
without the Honey) an improving Defcription of its Ef- 
fefts. SpeB. Vol. VIII. N® 598, 599. 

+ Such a fudden Alteration of the Profpedt, is beau¬ 
tifully deferibed by Milton; 

' As when a Scout, 

'Through dark and defart Ways, with Peril gone 
All Night, at lajl by Break, of chtarful Dawn 
Obtains the Brow of fome high-climbing Hill, 

Which to his Eye difeovers unaware 
The goodly ProfpeS offome foreign Land, 

Firft feen ; or feme renown’d Metropolis, 

With gliftering Spires and Pinnacles adorn'd. 

Which now the rijmg Sun gilds with bis Beams. 

Book III. 
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Milk Surveyed all with thofe Eyes, which, for 
forty tedious Years, had been confined to dry Sands, 
ragged Rocks, and the irkfome Waftes of a defolate 
bowling Wildernefs. 

On the firft moffy Hillock f, which offered its 
Couch, our Gentlemen feated themfelves. The 
rifing Sun had vifited the Spot, to dry up the Dews, 
and exhale the Damps, that might endanger Health ; 
to open the Violets, and expand the Primrofes, that 
decked the Green, The whole Shade of the Wood 
was collected behind them; and a beautiful, exten- 
five, moil diverfified Landfcape fpread itfelf before 
them. 

Theron , according to his ufual Manner, made 
many improving Remarks on the Profpe£f, and its 
Furniture. He traced the Footfteps of an all-com¬ 
prehending Contrivance, and pointed out the Strokes 
of inimitable Skill. He obferved the grand Exer¬ 
tions of Power, and the rich Exuberance of Good- 
nefs, moft fignally, moft charmingly confpicuous 
through the Whole.—Upon one Circumflance He 
enlarged, with a particular Satisfaction. 

Tber. See ! Afpafw ; how all is calculated, to ad- 
minifter the higheft Delight to Mankind.—Thofe 

Trees 

• This is the Language of the Book of Job, and the 
Prophecy of Joel. A Language, like the Scene it de- 
feribes, not beautiful only, but beautiful and rich even 
to Luxuriancy, Job xx. 17. Joeliii. 18.— One would al- 
moft fulpect, the Lyric Poet had read thefe PaiTages, and 
attempted an Imitation of their Delicacies. 

Vinijue Foment, LaSis fjf uberet 
Cemtart Rivas, atque truncit 
Lapfa cavis iterare Mella. Lib. II. Od. 19. 

+ Horace would have called it, Cefpts fertuitus. 
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Trees and Hedges, which flrirt the Extremities of 
the Landfcape; ftealing away from their real Bulk, 
and leflening by gentle Diminutions} appear like 
elegant Piftures in Miniature. Thofe, which oc¬ 
cupy the nearer Situations, are a Set of noble 
Images ; fwelling upon the Eye, in full Proportion ; 
ami in a Variety of graceful Attitudes. Both of 
them ornamenting the feveral Apartments of our 
common Abode, with a Mixture of Delicacy and 
Grandeur. 

The Blofioms, that array the Branches; the 
Flowers, that embroider the Mead ; addrefs and 
entertain our Eyes with every Charm of Beauty*. 
Whereas, to other Creatures, they are deftitute of 
all thofe Attr.i&ives } which refult from a Combi¬ 
nation of the lovelieft Colours, and moil alluring 
Forms.—Yonder Streams, that glide, with fmooth 

Serenity, 

* Therefore, when the Prophet deferibes the Chriilian 
Church, adorned with all the Beauties of Holinefs, He bor¬ 
rows his Imagery from thcle amiable Objeds. Jfrael 

Jhall bud and blojjom, llai. xxvii. 6_Nay, the very Wil~ 

dernefs, even the Gentile Nations, being converted unto 
CHR 1ST, Jhallblojfomas a Rofe, 1 fti. xxxv. 1 . — 1 will 
be as the Dew unto lj'rael ; He Jhall blojfom as the Lily , and 
cajl forth his Roots as Lebanon, Hof. xtv. 5 . What an ele¬ 
gant Pldure! And what a comfortable Promife! Here 
is the Queen of Flowers, and the Prince of Trees. No¬ 
thing fairer than the full-blown Lily : nothing firmer 
than tne deep-rooted Cedars. Yet thefe are a Repreien- 
tation (and but a faint Reprefentation) of the Comdinefs, 
which the All gracious REDEEMER puts upon hi* 
People; and of the Stability, which they derive from hi* 
inviolable Faithfulnefs. 

N. B. The fourteenth of Hof a, is one of thofe Chap¬ 
ters, which, for their peculiar Importance and Excel- 
lency, deferve not only to have a Turn in our Reading, 
but a Plate in our Memory, % 
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Serenity, along the Vailies; glittering to the dif- 
tantView, like Sheets of poliihed Silver; or Tooth¬ 
ing the attentive Ear, with the Softnefs of aquatic 
Murmurs; are no lefs exhilarating to the Fancy, 
than to the Soil, through which they pafs.—The 
huge enormous Mountain; the fteep and dizzy 
Precipice; the pendent Horrors of the craggy Pro¬ 
montory : wild and tremendous as they are, furnifh 
out an agreeable Entertainment to the human Mind; 
and pleafe , even while they terrify. Whereas, the 
Beafts take no other Notice of thofe majeftic De¬ 
formities, than only to avoid the Dangers, they 
threaten. 

Afp. How do fuch. Confiderations exalt our Idea 
of the CREATOR’S Goodnefs; his very diftin- 
guifbing Goodnefs to Mankind ! Should they not 
proportionably endear that eternal Benefactor; and 
render Him, both the fupreme Defire of our Souls, 
and the fupreme Delight of our AffeCtions ? 

His ever-bountiful Hand has fcattered Bleflings, 
and with profufe Liberality, among all the Ranks 
of animated Exiftence. But his Beneficence to TJs, 
is of the moil engaging Kind ; is of a very fuperior 
Order. We are treated as his peculiar Favourites ; 
being admitted to the Knowledge of his Defigns, 
as well as to the Ufe of his Works. We are intro¬ 
duced to Scenes of Beauty, which none but Our- 
fclves are able to difcern. We are prefented with 
a Series of Gratifications, which none but Our- 
felves are capable of relilhing. 

Thtr. Another Remark, though very obvious, is 
equally important. The Deftination of all thefe 
external Things, is no lefs advantageous , than their 
Formation is beautiful.—-The Bloom, which en¬ 
gages 
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gages the Eye with its delicate Hues, is cherifhing 
the Embrio Fruit; and forming, within its filken 
Folds, the Rudiments of a future Deflert.—Thofc 
Streams, which ihine from afar, like fluid Chryftal, 
are more valuable in their Productions, and benefi¬ 
cial in their Services, than they are amiable in their 
Appearance. They diftribute, as they roll along 
their winding Banks, Cleanlinefs to our Houfes, 
and Fruitfulnefs to our Lands. They nourilh, and 
at their own Expence, a never-failing Supply of the 
fineft Fifh. They vifit our Cities, and attend our 
Wharfs, as fo many public Vehicles, ready to fet 
out at all Hours. 

Thofe Sheep, which give their Udders to be drain¬ 
ed by the bufy frifking Lambs, are fattening their 
Flefli for our Support; and while they fill their own 
Fleeces, are providing for our comfortable Clothing. 
—Yonder Kine, fome of which are browzing upon 
the tender Herb; others, fatiated with Pafturage, 
ruminate under the fhady Covert; are, though con- 
fcious of no fuch Defign, concodting for our Ufe, 
one of the fofteft, pureft, healthieft Liquors in the 
World.—The Bees, that fly humming about our 
Seat, and purfue their Work on the fragrant Blof- 
foms, are collecting Balm and Sweetnefs, to com¬ 
pote the richeft of Syrups. Which, though the 
Produce of their Toil , is intended for our Good. 

Nature, and her whole Family, are our obfequious 
Servants, our ever-aCtive Labourers. They bring 
the Fruits of their united Induftry, and pour them 
into our Lap, or depofit them in our Store-rooms.. 

Afp. Who can fufBciently admire this moil charm¬ 
ing and immenfe Benignity ?—The Supreme DIS¬ 
POSER of Events, has commanded Delight and 

Profit 
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Profit to walk Hand in Hand, through his ample 
Creation. Making all Things fo perfettly pleaftng , 
as if Beauty was their only End ; yet all Things fo 
eminently ferviceable *, as if Ufefulnefs had been 
their foie Defign.—As a farther Invitation to our 
Gratitude, He has rendered Man the Center, in 
which all the Emanations of his Beneficence, dif- 
fufed through this Terreftrial Syftem, conflantly 
terminate. 

But, my dear Therm , is not this apparent, in a 
much more wonderful Manner, throughout the 
whole Oeconomy of Redemption ?—It were a 
fmall Thing for this inferior Clafs of unintelligent 
Creatures, to be continually employing themfelves 
for our Benefit. Even the S ON of the molt High 
GOD, through all his incarnate State, adted the 
very fame Part.—He took Flelh, and bore the In¬ 
firmities of human Nature, not for Himfelf, but 
for Us Men, and our Salvation. He fuffered Want, 
and endured Mifery in all its Forms; that We 
might poffefs the Fulnefs of Joy, and abound in 
Pleafures for evermore.-—When He poured out his 
Soul in Agonies, under the Curfe of an avenging 
Law; was it not with a compaflionate View, to 
make Us Partakers of eternal Bleflednefs ? When 
He fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled the whole command¬ 
ing Law; was it not for this gracious Purpofe, that 
his Righteoufnefs might be imputed to Us ? Yes; 

■ ■ —-— For Us He liv'd , 

Toil’dfor our Eafe , andfor our Safety bled. 

Nothing in the whole Courfc . . 

Ther. 

• Omnes Mundi Partes ittt nufittatee font, ut neque ad 
Ufm atliores eJTt poterint, neaue ad Speciem pulchrUrts. 

' Cic. JJe Nat. Deor. Lib. II, 
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Ther. Pardon me for interrupting You, Afpafta. 

I have no Objedion to the general Drift of your 
Difcourfe. But that particular Notion of imputed 
Righteoufnefs, has always appeared to me in a very 
ridiculous Light. And I muft fay, that fuch a Pu¬ 
ritanical Nojlrum makes a very unbecoming Figure, 
amongft your other manly and corred Sentiments 
of Religion. 

Afp. You know, Ther any I have long ago dis¬ 
avowed that ignoble Prejudice, which reje&s Doc¬ 
trines, or defpifes Perfons, becaufe they happen to 
be branded with contemptible Names. 'Tis true, 
the Writers ftyled Puritans , are remarkable for their 
Attachment to this Peculiarity of the Gofpel. It 
runs through all their Theological Works; and 
very eminently diftinguiflies them, from the Gene¬ 
rality of our modern Treatifes.—But, muft it there¬ 
fore be wrong, becaufe maintained by that particu¬ 
lar Set of People ? Or, are they the only Advocates 
for this important Truth ? 

Ther. Aye: it is as I fufpe&ed. I have lately 
conjeftured, from Several Hints in my Afpafio'% Dif¬ 
courfe, that He has been warping to the low un¬ 
gentleman-like Peculiarities of thofe wbimfical 
Fanatics. 

Afp. I cannot conceive, why You Ibould call 
them whimftcal .—To fettle Faith on its proper Ba¬ 
lls, the meritorious Righteoufnefs of the RE¬ 
DEEMER; and to deduce Obedience from its 
true Origin, the Love of G O D ftied abroad in 
the Heart.—To Search the Conscience, and con¬ 
vince the Judgment—To awaken the lethargic, 
and comfort the affli&ed Soul—To do all this, 
from a thorough Knowledge, joined to a mafterly 

Application, 
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Application, of the divine Word—'Thefe, fure, 
are not whimftcal Talents, but real Excellencies, 
Yet thefe, if We may credit Hiftory, entered into 
the Preaching; thefe, if We will examine impar- 
tially, are to be found in the Writings of the Pu¬ 
ritans.—And a Pearl, you will pleafe to remember, 
is a Pearl ftill, though it fhould hang in the Ethio¬ 
pian's Ear. 

Ther. Ethiopian indeed! You have truly charac¬ 
terized, that demure and gloomy Generation. I hope. 
You don’t intend to introduce their affected So¬ 
lemnity and forbidding Referve, into your own eafy 
and engaging Converfation. Though, for aught 
I can j.udge, this would be no more ungraceful, 
than to patch fuch aukward and antiquated Notions, 
on the refined Scheme of Chriftianity. 

Afp. My dear Friend, You are too ludicrous; and 
I begin to catch the Infection. Away with your 
Wit, I befeech You, Or, if You muff have it in 
your Retinue, let it be your Page, not your Privy- 
Counfellor. Let it wait at the Door, not prefide 
at our Councils.—We had better return to our firft 
Topic. Let us contemplate the Wonders of Crea¬ 
tion } and as We admire the Works, learn to adore 
the MAKER.' 

Ther. None of your Evafions, good Ajpafio. You 
muff not think to put me off at this Rate. I have 
wanted an Opportunity to rally you upon this Head} 
and to argue or laugh You, out of thefe religious 
Oddities. * 

Afp. If You will not agree to Terms of Peace $ 

I hope» $ou will allow fome Ceffation of Arms. At 
ieaft, uni can mufter my Forces, and prepare for 
the Vindication of my Principles. 

Ther . 
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Ther. No: upon the Spot, and out of Hand, You 
are required to anfwer for yourfeif, and fhefe fame 
queer Opinions.—1 fliall ferve You, as the Roman 
Confui * ferved the procrajlinat'tng Monarch f. 
When, demurring about his Reply to the Demands 
of the Senate, He faid, “ He would confider of the 
“ Matter the refolute Ambaffador drew a Circle 
round him with his Cane, and infilled upon a poli— 
tive Anfwer, before he Hepped over thofe Limits. 

Afp. This, however. You mull give me Leave 
to obferve, That the Affair is of a very ferious Na¬ 
ture. Upon Condition, that you will difmifs your 
Flourilhcs of Humour, and Strokes of Satyre j I will 
acquaint You with the Reafons, which have made 
me a Convert to this Dodtrine.—Once, I held it in 
the utmoft Contempt; and pitied the Simplicity of 
(as I then ftyled them) its deluded Admirers. But, 
1 am now become fucb a Fool, that I may be truly 
wife, and fubllantially happy. I have feen my 
ruined State j and I blefs GOD for this fovereign 
Reftorative. It is the Source of my ftrongeft Con- 
folations, and the very Foundation of my eternal 
Hopes. 

Ther. Excufe me, AJpafio ; if the Vivacity of my 
Temper, and the feemingly uncouth Tenet, kindled 
me into a more humorous Gaiety, than became the 
Occalion. YouTpeak of the Point, with fo much 
Serioufnefs, and in fuch weighty Terms, as check 
my Levity, and command my Refpedt. Be pleaied 
to execute, what You have promiitd; and the moft 
engaged Attention of my Mitid, lhall atone for the 
petulant Sallies of my Tongue. 

' V o l. I. E Aft, 

* Popilius Lanas. f Antiocbus, Ring of Syria, 
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A*fp . To conceive a Diflike of any Doflrine, only 
becaufe Perfons of a particular Denomination, have 
been a&ive and zealous to promote its Reception; 
this is hardly confiftent with an impartial Enquiry 
after Truth. 

Ther. I grant it, Afpafw. And I fhould be alhamed 
of my Oppofition, if it was founded on fo flight a 
Bottom. But, abflra&ed from all Party Confidera- 
tions, I can fee nothing in this fuppofed Article of 
our Faith, which may recommend it to the unpreju¬ 
diced Enquirer.—What can be more aukward than 
the Term, or more irrational than the Sentiment ? 

Afp. T he Word imputed, when ufed in this Con¬ 
nection, may poflibly convey a difagfeeable Sound 
to the Ears of fome People. Becaufe, they look 
upon it, as the peculiar Phrafeology of a few fuper- 
Jiitious Sefiari/ls ; and reject it, merely on jhc Foot 
of that unreafonable Surmife.—But, how can You 
be difgufted at the Expreflion, Tberon ; who have 
fo often read it, in the moft approved and judicious 
Writers? St. Paul, who might affirm with relation 
to his Epiftles, much more truly than the Painter 
-concerning his Pourtraits, I write for Eternity*-, 
fcruples not to ufe this aukward Language, fevera'i 
Times in the fame Chapter+. Milton , the Cor- 

re&ncfs 

Alluding to the Painter, who, apologizing for the 
flow Procedure and fcrupuloufly nice Touches of his 
Pencil, faid ; Alternitati pingo, I paint for Eternity . 
And thole Strokes had need be correft, which are in¬ 
tended, not barely to folicit, but to command the Ad¬ 
miration, of all fucteeding Ages. 

f See^ow.iv. In which Angle Chapter, fome Branch 
of the Word XoJt6a8ac, to bt imputed, occurs no lefs than* 
ten or eleven Times. 
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re&nefs of whofe Tafte, and the Propriety of whofe 
Style, no Perfon of Genius will ever queftion ; de¬ 
lights to copy, in various Parts of his incomparable 
Poem, the Apoftle’s Diction.—Authorized bv fucb 
Precedents, it is fuperior to Cavil, and warranted 
beyond all Exception. 

As to the Sentiment, I take it to be the very fun¬ 
damental Article of the Gofpel: and I believe, who¬ 
ever is acquainted with ecclefiaftical Affairs, will 
allow, that it was the moil mortal Arrow in the 
Heart of Popery , and the principal Pillar in the Ef- 
tablifhment of the Reformation. —What fays our 
LORD, with regard to the Love of GOD, and 
the Love of.our Neighbour? On thefe two Com¬ 
mandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Much, 
the fame would I venture to fay, concerning the 
Imputation of our Sins to CHRIST, and the Im¬ 
putation of CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs to Us: On 
thefe two Doctrines, hang all the Privileges and the 
whole Glory of the Gofpel. 

Ther. In our lnft Converfation, I muff own, I 
faw a ftrong Refemblance between the Works and 
the Word of GOD. But I never obferved any 
Thing in Nature, that bore the leaft Analogy to im¬ 
puted Sin, or imputed Righteoufnefs.—To me 
your two Do&rines feem ftrange, unaccountable, 
and irrational. 

Afp. That our Sins fhould be charged upon the 
only begotten SON of GOD, and that his Righ¬ 
teoufnefs fhould be imputed to finful Worms, is 
ffrange, exceeding ftrange. The Pfaltnift calls it, 
marvelous Loving-Kindnefs *. The Apoftle ftyles it. 
Love that paffeth Knowledge f. And it has fome- 
E 2 times, 

# Pfal. xvii. 7. -f- Eph. iii. 19. 
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times, I muft freely confefs, been alm'oft ready to 
ftagger my Belief.—However, I have found' myfelf 
relieved in this Perplexity, not only by the Tefti- 
monies of Scripture, but even from the Contempla¬ 
tion of Nature. Is not all Nature full of ftrange, 
unaccountable, and myfterious EfFedts ? 

Ther. That Nature is full of ftrange Effedls, is 
undeniable. Strange dre the Experiments of Elec¬ 
tricity, and the occult Qualities of the Load-Jlone! 
Strange and furprifing are thofe countlefs Legions 
of Effluvia , which tranfpire from a fmall odoriferous 
Body! More furprifing ftill, are the infinite Myriads 
of luminous Particles, which iflue from a fmaller 
flaming Subftance*.—There’s not a Tree, or a 
Twig, or a LeaQ'but furpafles the Comprehenfion 
of all Mankind. Even the minuteft Atom, is big 
with Wonders. 

Take a nearer Inftance. This Cow, which 
comes grazing up to our very Feet. What is her 
Food? Grafs; nothing but Grafs, the wild Pro¬ 
duction of the Earth. Give the fame Materials to 
the Confedtioner, the Cook, or the moil Ikilful 
Artift in the World. They, with all their Appli¬ 
cation and Induftry, will never be able to work 
them up into a palatable* Dilh, or any ferviceable 
Subftance. Whereas this poor Animal, without 
fo much as thinking on her Bufinefs, refines and 

concodts 

* Dr. Niewwentyt has computed. That, from a lighted 
Candle, about the Size of fix to the Pound, there iflues, 
in the Second of a Minute, an Effufion of Particles, vaitly 
more than ten hundred thoufand millionTimes theNum- 
ber of Sands, which the whole Globe of the Earth con¬ 
tains.—To call this a very great Multitude, would be 
faying little. It nonplufies our Thoughts, and exceeds 
the utmoft Stretch of Imagination ! 



DIAIOCVI II, 53 

concofts them, in the moft perfect Manner. The 
Juice| of fo contemptible an Herb, compounded and 
fecreted in her Body, harden into Bone, and foften 
into Flefh: grow tough, as a Cord, in the Sinews 5 
and become tender, as a Jelly, in the Fat. They ooze 
through the Udder, and form a delicious Stream of 
Milk; they flow along the Veins, in reeking Tides 
of Blood. Here, they take a crimfon Stain; there, 
they equal the Lily in Whitenefs; on the Skin and 
in the Hair, they transform themfelves into every 
Variety of Colours. 

Jfp. Pray, can you account for all thefeextra- 
ordinary Tranfmutations ? Or, not to tafk your 
Philofophy too heavily, can you tell Us, how one 
—only one of them is wrought ? How the coarfe 
and bitter Herbage, chewed and concodted by this 
dumb Creature, is converted into fo rich a Dainty 
as Cream ? 

Tber. As well may our Sight penetrate the Center 
of the Globe, as Philofophy explain this, and many 
other fuch Secrets. The Operations of Nature, 
are nice and delicate, beyond all Parallel, and be¬ 
yond all Conception. Infomuch, that the intelli¬ 
gent Obferver, can no where caft his Eye, or fix 
his Thoughts, without being aftonifhed, tranfported, 
and even loft in Admiration. 

Jfp. Are not then the Operations of Nature, fo 
many Vouchers for the myfterious Truths of Chrif- 
tianity? Since the Procedure of Providence in this 
viftble Syftem, is a continued Series of ftupendous 
and unfearchable Operations; need We be alarmed, 
can We reafonably be offended, if the Scheme of 
Redemption is equally ftupendous, is far more 
apiazing ? Yet, though amazing , 1 hope it will 
E 3 not 
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not appear, what You was pleafed to infinuate, 
irrational. * 

Suppofe, We ftate the Signification of the Terms ; 
and adjuit the Boundaries of our Subjeft, before We 
enter upon a Survey of its Contents ? 

Tber. Such a Caution would have prevented, at 
leaft have fhortened, many a vehement and tedious 
Controvcrfy.—You fee, oil yonder Heath, the Pre¬ 
parations for an approaching Race. There ftand 
the Pojts , which are to mark out the Limits of the 
Courfe. Without this previous reftridfive Care, 
how irregular would be the Excurfions of the con¬ 
tending Steeds ! How difficult, rather how impoffible , 
to declare the Conqueror, and award the Prize!— 
A clear Definition of Terms, feems equally nc- 
ceflary for candid Difputants. Without it, they 
may wrangle for Ages, yet never come to a Deter¬ 
mination. 

AJp. We were lately confidering the tranfeendent 
Excellency of the Scriptures. Here We have a 
moft Itriking and capital Exemplification of the 
Subject.—The Light of Nature might teach Us 
fomewhat, relating to the Juliification of Man in 
a State of Innocence. But it knows nothing of the 
Method, whereby fallen and guilty Man, may be 
juitified in the Sight of GOD. This is a Secret, 
hid from all the Kefearches of Reafon, and from all 
the Sages of Antiquity. To the Prophets and 
Apoftles alone. We owe the Dilcovery of this Mine 
p— this rich and inexhauflible Mine, of holy Confo- 
lation and heavenly Treafure. 

Thtr. I wait for a Specimen of your Treafure, 
oi a Definition of your, favourite Point. 

Jfp. 


s 
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Afp. fuf if cation is an Act of »G O D Almighty’s 
Grace*; whereby He acquits Sinners from their 
Guilt, and accounts them righteous*; for the 
Sake of CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs, wrought out 
for them, and imputed to them. 

Tber. Two of your Terms want fome farther 1 ' x- 
planation. What do You underfl and by C HR IS T’s 
Rigbteoufnefs,.and what is the Meaning of imputed? 

Ajp. By C H RIS T’s Righteoufnefs I under- 
ftand, the Whole of his active and paffioe Obe¬ 
dience ; fpringing from the perfect Holinefs of his 
Heart; continued through every Stage of his Life; 
and extending to the very latt Pang of his Death.— 
By the Word imputed 1 would iignify. That this 
Righteoufnefs, though performed by our LORD, 
is placed to our Account; is reckoned or adjudged 
by GOD as our own. Infomuch, that We may 
plead it, and rely on it, for the Pardon of our 
Sins; for the Communication of Grace; and for 
the Enjoyment of Life eternal.—Shall I illuftrate 
my Meaning by a well-attcfted Fadt ? 

I her. Nothing gives Us fo eafy a Conception of 
any difficult Point, as this Method of explaining, 
by parallel Fadls, or proper Similitudes. 

Ajp. I don’t iay<ftie Cafe is parallel. I only pro¬ 
duce it, to aid our Conceptions.— Onejimus, You 
know, was Philemon's Slave f. He had perfidioufly 
deferted his Matter's Scrvice|-and ftill more perfidi¬ 
oufly ftole his Goods. The jfdigitive, in his guilty 
E 4 Rambles, 

* Should any Reader objedl to the Definition ; appre¬ 
hending, that Juftification implies no more, than the 
Pardon of Sins-, 1 would defire Him to fufpend his Judg¬ 
ment, till He has perufed Dialogue X. where this Point 
is more circumftantially confidered. 
t See the Epittle to Philemon, 
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Rambles, providentially meets with St. Paul. He 
is charmed and captivated with that gracious' Gof- 
pel, which proclaims Mercy even for the vileft of 
Sinners. He becomes a iincere Convert to the 
Religion of JE SUS, and is received into the fpi- 
ritual Patronage of the Apoftle. Who, being in¬ 
formed of his diflioneft Conduct, and obnoxious 
State, undertakes to bring about a Reconciliation, 
with his offended Mafter: difpatchcs Him, for this 
Purpofe, with a Letter to Philemon : affd, amongft 
other Perfuafives, writes thus in. the poor Crimi¬ 
nal’s Behalf; If He hath wronged Thee, or oweth 
Thee aught, put that on mine Account. I Paul have 
written it with mine own Hand ; I will repay it. 

That, which the zealous Preacher of Chriftianity 
offered, the adored AUTHOR of Chriftianity 
executed. —We had revolted from the LORD of 
all Lords, and broke his holy Commandments. 
The SON of GOD, infinitely compaflionate, 
vouchfafes to become our Mediator. That nothing 
might be wanting, to render his Mediation fuccefs 
ful. He places Himfelf in our Stead. The Punifti 
ment, which We deferved, He endures. The Obe¬ 
dience, which We owed, He fulfils.—Both which, 
being imputed to Us, and accepted for Us, are the 
Foundation of our Pardon, are the procuring Caufe 
of our Juftification. 

Ther. Is this the exa<9tfcHgnification of the origi¬ 
nal Word, which We tranflate imputed? 

Afp. In the Book*of Numbers , We meet with this 
Phrafe j and in fuch a Connexion, as clears up its 
Meaning.—J E H O V A H ena&s a Decree con¬ 
cerning the Levites j who had no Vintages to ga¬ 
ther, nor any Harvefts to reap j only the Tythes 


iv 
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of both, to receive. The tenth Part of thefe their 
Tythes,' He directs them to prefent, in the Form 
of a Heave-offering: adding. And this youtt Heave- 
offering Jhall be reckoned * unto You , as though it 
•were the Corn of the Thrrjhing-foor, and as the Fulncfs 
of the JVine-pref : as fatisfadlory to me, and as be¬ 
neficial to You, as if it was the Tenth of your own 
Labours, and the Tythe of your own Increafe.— 
So, the expiatory Sufferings, which CHRIST 
endured ; the complete Obedience, which He per- 
forn.ed'j are reckoned to true Believers. As though 
the former were fuftained in their own Perfons, 
'"and the latter fulfilled in their own Lives. Are 
altogether as effectual, for obtaining their Salvation, 
as if. they were their own perfonal Qualifications. 

Ther. 

* Numb, xviii. 27. na>ru exa£Hy anfwers to St. Paul ’g 
«XofterSn, Rom. iv. 9.—The fame Phrafe is ufed, and the 
fame Doftrine taught. Lev. xvii. 3, 4. What Man fo- 
ever there be of the Houfe of Ifrael that killeth an Ox, or 
Lamb, or Goat in the Camp, by way of Sacrifice., or for 
the Purpofe of Atonement; and bringetb it not unto the 
JDoor of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, to offer unto the 
,LOR D an Offering before the Tabernacle, the g r and 
Type- of the Body of CHRIST; Blood Jhall be 
imputed to that Man ; He hath Jhed Blood ; and that Man 
Jhall be cut off from among his People. —Here was no Mur¬ 
der committed by the Offender, yet ihe Crime ot Mur¬ 
der is charged j or, as the Scripture fpeaks. Blood is im¬ 
puted to Him. Left Any Ihould miftake the Meaning of 
this Expreffion, or not underftand it in its due Latitude, 
the .Divine LAW-GiVER is his own Interpreter: 
He hath in the Eye of my Juftice Jhed Blood : He (hall 
pafs for a Murderer, and be puniihed as a Murderer: 
He fliall be cut off from among his People.— Thus alio faith 
the eternal JUDGE concerning the Believers in 
CHRIST ; “ The Righteoufnefs of my SON is im- 

puted to them; they are in the Eye of my Juftice righ- 
“ teous : they fliall be dealt with, as righteous Perfons j 
“ made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
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Ther. The Imputation mentioned in your Paflagc, 
is the Imputation of fomething done by the Levites 
themfelvcs, not of fomething done by Another. 
T his, i apprehend, is the true Impoit of tlie Word, 
when it occurs affirmatively in Scrip;uie. 

A/ji. This is always the Import—fhould have been 
faid, in order to make the Objection forcible. But 
You could not lb foon forget the Instance, jultnow 
alledged. 

St. Paul , fpeaking of the Crimes, which Onefi- 
mtts had committed ; and of the Injuries, which 
Philemon had fuftained ; fays, “ Charge them all on 
“ me. 1 he Original is, impute * them ail to me. 
“ The Meaning is, I will be rcfponhble for all. 
« As much, as if the whole Guilt had been of my 
« own contracting f.”—Here is iuppofed, not the 
Imputation of fomething done by the Apolxle Him* 
felj, but of Another’* criminal Behaviour. 

What is written in the Law, and what is written 
in the Gofpcl ? In both thefe Places, How rcadeft 
Thou?—In the Gofpel, i read; That Righteouf- 
nefs is imputed without Works J. This utterly ex¬ 
cludes every Thing performed, or acquired, by the 
Party Himielf.— Behdes; We are allured, that 

GOD 

* T.pot fVu-fb, the very Words ufed by the Apoftle, 
when itating the Method of our J unification. 

•{• Thus We may fuppofe our LORD fpeaking; 
“ Thefe poor Sinners have wronged Thee, O F A- 
“ 'j HtR, by their Unrightenufncfs and Ungodlinefs. 
«« They owe Thee an inconceivably vafl Sum. A Debt 
“ ofconfummaicObedience, and complete Satisfaction. 
•< Put it all on my Account. 1 J h S U S heave written it 
“ with my own Hand : I will > epay it. Now I give my 
»* Bond; and", in the Fulnels of Time, Lo! J come, ta 
“ fulfil my Engagement.” 

% Rora. iv. 6. 
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GOD jujlifies the Ungodly *; thofc, who have no¬ 
thing of their own, but abominable Iniquities. To 
thofc, therefore, fomething elfe mull neceflarily 
be imputed, befides their own perfonal Deeds. 

Under the Daw, Aaron is commanded to put the 
Iniquities of Jfrael upon the Scape-Goat f.—The 
fame Sentiment is rcinculcatcd, when the Goat is 
laid to bear the Iniquities of the People J. This was 
plainly an Imputation; yet, could not pollibly be 
the Imputation of any Thing done by the devoted 
Animal jj.—The Efftfls which took place upon the 
Execution of this Ordinance, indicate a Tranfla- 
tion of Guilt. For, the Congregation was cleanfed, 
but the Goat polluted. The Congregation fo 
cleanfed, that their Iniquities were conveyed away, 
and to be found no mote. The Goat Jo polluted,, 
that it communicated Defilement to the Man, who 
conduced it into the Land not inhabited.”— All 
this was GOD’s own Appointment; and de¬ 
fined, like the whole Syftem of Mofaic Ceremo¬ 
nies, 

* &om. rv. 5. f Lev. xv, zt. J Lev. 

xvi. 2Z. 

|| The Words of the facred Ordinance are very em- 
phatical. Aaron Jkall lay' both bis Hands upon the Head of 
the h-ve Goat, and confiefs over Him all the Iniquities of the 
Children of Ifruel, and all their c f ranfgreffions in all their 
Sins, putting them upon the Head of the Goat , andfijallfend 
Him away by the Hand of a fit Man into the IPilderncfs. 
And the Goat Jhall bear upon Him all their Iniquities, unto 
a Land not inhabited .—Whatever Senfe the Men of 
Learning and Refinement may force upon thefe Words, 
Aaron Jhall put all their TranfgreJJions upon the Head of the 
Goat ; The Goat Jhall bear upon Him alt their Iniquities ; I 
think the common People of lfrael could find no other 
Meaning in them, than fuch as denoted a transferring 
of Guilt, from the Congregation to their Vidtinj. And 
this is.lm-putatiou. 
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nies, to inftrud his Church in the Knpwledge of 
the great MEDIATOR. In the Knowledge of 
that wonderful Method, whereby we have Re¬ 
demption from our Sins, and Righteoufnefs unto 
Life. 

Tbcr. If this is your Meaning, dfpafto ; I am apt 
to think, it will be a difficult Matter to make me a 
Profelyte. I muft be content to pafs for one of the 
ftiff-necked Generation. Since, I can fee neither 
Wifdom nor Equity, in afcribing to a Perfon, what 
He has not ; or imputing to Him, what He does 
not. 

Jfp. It was not dfpafio^ but his Friend, who fet 
out with a View of making Profelytes. If I can 
maintain my Ground, and vindicate my own Be¬ 
lief, it will be no inconfiderable Acquifition,—- 
However, 1 (hall not defpair of feeing the Partner 
of my Heai t, become a Sharer of my Faith. When 
We are convinced of our numberlefs Sins; when We 
feel the Depravity of our Nature ; and begin to dif- 
cern the inconceivable Saridity of our JUDGE; 
THEN, perhaps, this exploded Article may be found 
worthy of Acceptance—its Conftitution admired, 
as the Wifdom of GOD—and its Privilege co¬ 
veted, as the Confolation of our Souls. 

Ther. I fhall wave at prefent, an Examination of 
each Particular; and only make fome remote Ob- 
fervations. Which feem, neverthelefs, pretty nearly 
to affed your Scheme.—Some Perfons, I dare be 
pofitive, have not fo much as heard of your Terms; 
many and more have not the leaft Acquaintance 
with your Dodrine. Will you ftrike off all thefe 

from 
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from the Lift of Chriftians ? Will you condemn all 
thefc as defperate Infidels ? 

Jfp. Not heard of them !—In a Protcftant Na¬ 
tion ! Where the Gofpel is publicly preached, and 
the Bible in every One’s Hand !—This, if true, is 
much to be lamented. 

In Anfwei to your Queftion—It is not my Cuf- 
tom, much lefs is it my Prerogative, to condemn 
Others. Has GOD committed all Judgment unto 
me ? That l fhould prefume to anticipate the deci- 
five Sentence, or launch the Thunderbolts of eter¬ 
nal Vengeance?—Neither do I affirm the Condition 
of fuch Perfons to be defperate. There may be 
Thofe, who have no explicit Knowledge of the Doc¬ 
trine ; who are even prejudiced againft the Expref- 
ftons; yet live under the Belief of the Truth, and 
in the Excrcife of the Duty.—“ They are never 
diverted, by the Splendor of any Thing that is 
“ great, or by the Conceit of any Thing that is 
“ good in them, from looking upon themfelves as 
“ ftnful Duft and Afhes.” Their whole Depen¬ 
dence is upon that JUST ONE , who expired on 
the Crofs, and whom the Heavens have received. 
They feek the fan&ifying SPIRIT, in confe- 
quence of their SAVIOUR’S Death; and give 
all Diligence, to add to their Faith Virtue *. 

Tber. If People may be fife, and their eternal 
Interefts fecure, without any Knowledge of thefe 
Particularities; why fhould you offer to puzzle 
their Heads, about a few unncceffary [cholaJUc 
Terms ? 

Afp. Scriptural Terms, You fhould have faid, 
Tberon, —However, We are not very felicitous, as 

to 


* 2 Pet. i. 5. 
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to the Credit, or the Ufe, of any particular Set of 
Phrafes. Only let Men be humbled, as convicted 
Criminals , at the REDEEMER’S Feet: let them 
rely, as devoted Penfoners, on his precious Merits : 
and they are undoubtedly in the Way to a blifsful 
Immortality.—Yet, will their Way be lefs clear, 
their Steps more embarrafled, by not diftindtly un- 
derlianding the benign and confolatory Dodtrine, 
of free Jhjlification through the Righteoufncfs of J E- 
SUS CHRIST. A proper Information, as to 
this important Point, would fhed Light upon their 
Paths, and encourage them in their Journey; 
would further their Progrefs in Holinefs, and in- 
creafe their Joy in the LORD. 

Thcr. The Followers of your Opinion, I have 
obferved, are perpetually dwelling upon this one fa¬ 
vourite Topic ; to the Exclufion of that grand and 
truly cfiential Part of Chriftianity, Sanctification. 

Afp. If you have ever taken notice of fuch a Con¬ 
duit, You are unqueftionably right, in with-holding 
your Approbation. It is a manifeft Incongruity, 
and deferves your Cenfurc. But, affure Yourfelf, 
it proceeds from a Mifapprehenfion in the Perfons, 
and has no Connection with the Nature of the 
Doctrine. 

I am far, very far from reducing die various Parts 
of Chriftianity, (which, when connedted, make up 
fo well-proportioned a Syftem) to this fugle, how¬ 
ever diftingttifhed Branch. Sandtiiication is equally 
neceffary, both to our prefent Peace, and to our 
final Felicity*. Indeed, they are as reciprocally 

neceffary, 

• Not to obtain our Peace and Felicity. This is done 
folely and completely by JESUS CHRIST. But as a 
neceffary and eminent Ingredient in both. 
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neceflary, for the Purpofcs of intellectual and eter¬ 
nal Happinefs ; as the Heart and the Lungs are, to 
the Subfiftence of the animal Occonomy. The 
former muft tranfmit, the latter muft refine, the 
vital Fluid; or elfe, Difeafe will take place, and 
Death will enfue.—My Intention is, that thofe 
fundamental Truths of the Gofpel, like thefe Maf- 
ter-Organs in the Body, may have each its proper 
Office affigned; each concur to lupport the better 
Health, and to promote the fpiritual Growth of the 
Chriflian. 

Her. Other of your zealous Folks I have known, 
who are all for the fanilifying Influence of the SPI¬ 
RIT; and reckon this Affiance on the SA¬ 
VIOUR’S Merits, among the beggarly Elements 
of Religion. They fcarce ever mention what. 
CHRIST has done for Us ; hut infill wholly up¬ 
on, What lie does in Us. —When the religious 
People are fo divided among themfclves *, how can 
a Stranger a£t ? Which Opinion Aral! lie prefer ? 

Jfp. Let Him not prefer, but afiociate. Dif- 
card neither, but choofe both.—If the All-gracious 
REDEEMER has poured out his Blood on the 
Crofs, that my Guilt may be expiated ; and pre- 

fents 

* Theron's Enquiry concerning thefe iwo Particulars, 

is fometimes made an Objection again ft all Religion._ 

Have the Gentlemen, who adopt this Objeftion, never 
feen the Natmalilhdivided in tlieir judgment; with re¬ 
lation to the Deiign and Uie of fcveral Appearances in 
the material, the vegetable, the animal Creation ? While 
One decries as a Nuifance, what anoher adtpircs as a 
Beauty. —Yet no One, 1 believe, ever took it into his 
Head, from fuch a Diverfny of Opinions, to A whe¬ 
ther the Frame of Nature is a juft, a rtgulir, and a 
finilhed Syftem ; or to deny. That Power, VVif.lcm, anl 
Goodnefs, fupport, dirett, and pervade the Wiiole. 
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fents his Interceffion in Heaven, that I may be en¬ 
dued with the SPIRIT :—If He will be the me¬ 
ritorious Catife of my Juftification, and the operative 
Principle of my San&ification:—Why fliould I 
temple to receive Him, in either, in both Capaci¬ 
ties ? Who would lop off the Right-hand, in order 
to impart the higher Dignity, or the greater Im¬ 
portance to the Left ? I would be no Partialift in 
Chriftianity : neither diminifli her Dowry, nor 
mutilate her Privileges. 

Tber. You feem, if not to mutilate, yet to fplit 
the Merits of CHRIST, and parcel out the Effi¬ 
cacy of his mediatorial Undertaking. Afcribing fo 
much to his a&ive, .and fo much to his paffive Righ- 
teoufnefs; Pardon to this, and Life to that. 

Afp. Some, perhaps, may be pleafed with this 
Way of ftating the Matter. But, it is a Method, 
which I neither attempt to defend, nor wilh to 
imitate.— To dijlinguijh between the atftive and 
paffive Righteoufnefs, I think, is not amifs. Be- 
caufe, this fets the Fulnefs of our LORD’S Me¬ 
rit in the cleareft Light; and gives the completeft 
- Honour to G O D’s holy Law.—But to divide 
them into detached Portions, independent on each 
other, feems to be fanciful, rather than judicious. 
For, had either Part of the mediatorial Obedience 
been wanting; I apprehend, neither Pardon, nor 
Acceptance, nor any fpiritual Bleffing, could have 
been vouchfafed to fallen Man. 

The two Parts are infeparable} making, in their 
Connexion, a neccffary and noble Whole, for the 
Accomplifhment of our Salvation. Juft as the 
Light and the Heat of yonder Sun, unite their 
Operation} to produce this delightful Day, and 
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this fruitful Weather.—-However, therefore, I may 
happen to exprefs myfelf, I never confider the ac¬ 
tive or the paflive Righteoufnefs, in the ixclufvt 
Senfe j but would always have them underftood, as 
a grand and glorious Aggregate. Looking upon 
our S AVIO U R’s univerfal Obedience, which 
commenced at his Incarnation; was carried on 
through his Life ; and terminated in his Death 
looking upon all this, in its colleblive Form, as the 
Object of my Faith, and the Foundation of my 
Hopes *. 

Ther. I think, You lay too much Strefs upon this 
controverted, and perhaps merely fpeculative Point. 

Afp. Merely fpeculative ! Say not thus, my dear 
Friend.—“ How I may be juftified before GOD, 
“ my Maker, my Governor, and my Judge ?” Is, 
of all Enquiries, the moft interejling and important* 
It is the main Hinge, on which every Inftance of 
pra£tical Religion turns f. True Comfort, willing 

Obe- 

* In this Opinion, Afpafo has.MVWs Archangel for 
his Precedent. Michael fpeaking of bis LORD and our 
LORD, fays; 

The Law of G OD exaft he fhall fulfil. 

Both by Obedience and by Love, though Levi 
Alone fulfil the Lav ;; thy Punilhment 
He ftiall endure, by coming in the Flejb 
■ o a reproachful Life and curfed Death ; 
Proclaiming Life to all who /hall believe 
In his Redemption. B. XII. 40s; 

According to the Tenour of thefe very valuable Lines, 
our LORD’S fulfilling the Law, and enduring the Pu¬ 
niihment, are the concurring Caufes, or the one compound 
Caufe, of Life and Redemption to Sinners. 

t Difunditfe, fays the judicious Witfus, Juf if cationic , 
VoQnnapertotum Tbfglegiee Corpus-, prout Fundamenta 

Vol. I. JF hie. 
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Obedience, holy Communion with the Divine 
MAJESTY, all depend upon this capital Point. 

Far from being a merely fpeculative Point, it 
afcribes the moft undivided Glory to the ever-bleffed 
GOD, and his free Grace.—It adminifters the 
moft ferene and fubjlantial Satisfactions to frail, but 
believing Man.—It cherifhes, with the moft kindly 
Influence, that pure and undefiled Religion, which 
has its Seat in the Heart j has its Birth from Love ; 
and is a real Antepaft, both of the Eufinefs and the 
Blifs of Saints in Light. 

In (hort; Juftification through the Righteoufnefs 
of JESUS CHRIST, is an Article of Religion, 
whofe Benefits are (to ufe a charming Simile fug- 
gefted by this rural Profpeft) numerous as the Bud 
of the Field*. —Can We, then, lay too much Strefs 
upon a Doftrine, fo greatly momentous} upon a 
Privilege, fo extenfively beneficial f 

Ther. When all this is proved , then for my Re¬ 
ply, Afpajio. Nay, then You (hall have more than 
a Reply; I promife You my cordial Affent. 

Afp. And if all this be incapable of Proof, I af- 
fure You, Ther on, I will not folicit your Affent. 
Nay more, I will revoke and renounce my own. 

Ther. At prefent, I believe, We muft go in, and 
prepare for our Vifitants. Some other Interview 

may 

hie , welbene, <vel male, jaBa funt, eo univerfum AEdifcium 
velfoliditts augujiiujque afeendit, velmalejiatuminatumfoe- 
dam minitatur Ruinatn. De CEcon. 

“ The Arti. le of free Juftification, fays the zealous 

Luther, is the chiefeft Article of all Chriftian Doftrine. 
** The Majefty and Utility whereof, whofo rightly ef- 
** teemeth, to Him all other Things (hall feem but vile, 
“ and nothing worth.” Comment, on Gelat, 

* Ezek. xvi. 7. 



D I A h O 0 V B ft. €7 

may afford Us Leifure, to canvafs this Queftien 
more minutely. 

Afp. Though I have never much Inclination, 
even when there is the moft Leifure, for Contro- 
verfy; yet, if You infift upon it, I ftiall not abfo- 
lutely refufe to engage in a Debate with my Theron. 
Becaufe, He will come to the amicable Rencounter, 
without bringing angry Pdjftons for his Second.— 
My Reafons will be impartially weighed, not art¬ 
fully eluded, much lefs anfwered with Invective.— 
If fome inadvertent Expreflion Ihould drop from my 
Lips, He will not rigoroufly profecute the Slip; 
nor aggravate an ungarded Sentence into the Crime 
of Herefy.—Candour will form his Judgment, and 
Good-nature didtate his Expreflions. 

Ther. I thank You, my dear Afpafio , for your 
genteel Admonition. What I am, in the Language 
ofComplaifance, means* What 1 Jhouldbe.— Well: 

I will endeavour to take your Hint, and check this 
my Impetuofity of Spirit. 1 have admired, O 1 that 
I could imitate, the beautiful Example of St. Paul. 
When Fejlus , forgetting the Dignity of the Gover¬ 
nor, and the Politenefs of the Gentleman, uttered 
that indecent Refledtion; Paul, thou art bejide thy - 
felf: much Learning doth make Thee mad. Did die 
great Preacher of Chriftianity kindle into Refent- 
ment?—The Charge was unjuft and abufive. But 
the Apoftle, with a perfedt Command of Himfelf, 
returned the fofteft, yet the moft fpirited Anfwer 
imaginable. I am not mad, mojl noble Feftus; but 
[peak the Words of Truth and Sobernefs*.—\ nex- 

preffibly 

• See A 3 s xxvi. Where We have an Apology, the 
aioft delicate and mafterly, perhaps, that ever was made; 

F a eminent 
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preffibly graceful was this calm and obliging Reply. 
Though fhort, infinitely more convincing than a 
whole Torrent of bitter or recriminating Words. 
It difarmed the Judge of his rifing Difpleafure j it 
conciliated the Favour of his royal Afleffor j and 
brought Honour to the Chriftian Caufe. 

This amiable Self-Regimen, and Moderation of 
Temper, I {hall be fure to fee exemplified in my 
Friend’s Converfation; however, I may fail of it 
myfelf, or be Proof againft all his Arguments. 

Jfp. Ah! Therein, We want no Monitor, to re¬ 
mind Us of our fuppofed Excellencies. And if You 
begin with your Compliments, it is Time to put an 
end to our Difcourfe. 

Only let me juft obferve, That divine Truths can¬ 
not be properly difeerned, but by the enlightening 
Influences of the Divine SPIRIT. We muft ad- 
drefs Ourfelves to this Enquiry, not only with un¬ 
prejudiced Minds, but likewife with praying Hearts, 
We muft bring to this Difpute, not barely the Qui¬ 
ver of Logic, but that Unilion from the HOLT 

ONE , 

eminent for fne Addrefs, clear Reafoning, and important 
Truth. Which, notwithftanding all thefe very fuperior 
Recommendations, is deemed Madnefs: and that, by a 
Nobleman from Rome; the Seat of Science, and Foun¬ 
tain-head of polite Literature.—An Evidence this, no 
lefa demonftrative than deplorable, of the Apoltle’s Af- 
fertion ; The natural Man, however ingenious or accom- 
plilhed, receiveth not the Things of the SPIRIT of GOD. 
Nay, they are Foolijhnefs unto Him. The Roman Virtue, 
and the Athenian Philolophy; the felf-admiring Pharifee, 
and the free-thinking Sadducee; all concur to pour Con- 
«mpt upon that Perfon and that Righteoufnefs, which 
are the one adequate Objett of the divine Delight. 
Therefore our LORD mofl juftly declared; Bleffed it 
whojotver Jhall not be offended in me. 
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ONE, which may teach Us all Things *.—Let Us 
then adopt the Poet’s Afpiration; 

- .— . Thou celejlial Light, 

Shine inward, and the Mind through all her Powers 
Irradiate ; there plant Eyes ; all Mijl from thence 
Purge and difperfe ! 

Milton, B. III. 51. 

• 1 John ii. 20, 27. 
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Theson, 

W E are now, Afpafto, about two Miles 
diftant from my Houfe. The Horfe- 
Road lies through a narrow dufty Lane. 
The Foot-Path leads along a fpacious pleafant 
Meadow. Suppofe, We deliver our Horfes to 
the Servant, and walk the Remainder of the 
Way ? 

Afp. You could not make a Propofal, more agree¬ 
able to my Inclination. Efpecially, as the Air is 
become cool, and the Walk is fo inviting. 

What a magnificent and charming Scene?—Hills, 
on cither Side, gently rifing, and widely fpreading. 
Their Summits, crowned with fcattered Villages, 
and cluttering Trees. Their Slopes, divided into 
a beauteous Chequer-work ; confifting partly of 
Tillage, with its waving Crops; partly of Pattur- 
age, with its grazing Herds.—Before Us, the Tre¬ 
foil, the Clover, and a Variety of grafly Plants, 
differently bladed, and differently branched, weave 
themfelves into a Carpet of living Green.. Can any 
of the Manufactures formed in the Looms, or ex¬ 
tended in the Palaces of Ptrfia t vie with the Cover- 
4 ing 
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ing of this ample Area ? Vie with it, in Grandeur 
of Size, or Delicacy of Decoration ? 

What a Profufion of the gayeft Flowers, fringing 
the Banks,, and embroidering the Plain !—Nothing 
can be brighter, than the Luftre of thofe filver 
Daijies ; nothing deeper, than the Tinge of thofe 
golden Crowfoots. Yet, both feem to acquire ad¬ 
ditional Livelmefs, by fucceeding to the Deformity 
of Winter, and by flourifhing amidft the fieiheft 
Verdure. 

c ther. Nature is truly in her Prime.-— The vegeta¬ 
ble Tribes are putting on their richeft Attire. Thofe 
Chefnuts, on our Right-hand, begin to rear their 
flowering Pyramids; thofe Willows, on our left, 
are tipt with Taflels of Grey ; while yonder Pop¬ 
lars, which overlook the River, and feem to com¬ 
mand the Meadows, are pointed with Rolls of 
Silver. 

The Hawthorn, in every Hedge, is partly turgid 
with ftlken Gems, partly diffufed into a milk white 
Bloom. Not a ftraggling Furze, nor a folitary 
Thicket on the Heath, but wears a rural Nofegay. 
Even amidft that neglected Dike , the Arum * rife* 
in humble State ■, moll curioufly fhrouded in her 
leafy Tabernacle, and furrounded with luxuriant 
Families, each diftinguifhed by a peculiar Livery 
F 4 of 

• Arum—* wild Herb, which unfolds but one Leaf; 
formed after a very Angular Pattern; bearing feme Re- 
femblance to the Hare’s Ear. It is really one of th« 
prettieft Fancies in Nature’s Wardrobe. So much ad¬ 
mired by the Country People, that they have dignified 
it with the Appellation of Lords and Ladies. Becaufe it 
looks, I fuppoie, fomewhat like a Perfon. of Quality, 
fitting, with an Air of Eafe and Dignity, in his open 
Sedan, ( 
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pf Green. Look wherever We will, all is a de¬ 
lightful Difplay of prefent Fertility, and a joyous 
Pledge of future Plenty.—Now we experience what 
the royal Poet, in very delicate Imagery, defcribes : 
The Winter is paji ; the Rain is over and gone. The 
Flowers appear on the Earth ; the Time of the Singing 
of Birds is come ; and the Voice of the Turtle is heard 
in our Land. The Fig-Tree putteth forth her green 
figs ; and the Vine with the tender Grapes give a 
good Smell*. 

Afp. Your Quotation and the Scene remind me 
of a Remark, which fhould have taken place in our 
laft Night’s Difcourfe. When we were enumerat¬ 
ing the Excellencies of the facred Writings, me- 
thinks, we might have added ;—Are you fond of 
Fufloral , in all its flowery Graces, and blooming 
Honours ? Never have ye feen fuch exquifite 
Touches pf rural Painting, or fuch fweet Images 
of end.ared Affection, as in the Song of Songs which 
is Solomon’s. All the brilliant and amiable Appear¬ 
ances in Nature are employed, to delineate the Ten- 
derotfs of his Heart, who is Love itfelf—to pour- 
tray the Beauty of his Perfon, who is The chiefejl 
among ten thoufand—md defcribe the Happinefs of 
thofe Souls, whole Fellowjhip is with the FATHER , 
and with his Son JESUS CHRIST f. 

See! Theron , what the chearing Warmth, and 
the genial Showers, of Spring have done ! The 
xough Tree foftens into Verdure. T he ragged 
Thorn is robed with Beauty. Even the unculti¬ 
vated Lanes teem with Herbage. Such a Change, 
fo pleafing and fo ennobling, the Gofpel of 
CHRIST introduces into the Soul.—Not a Day* 

fcarce 

f 1 John *. 3. 


• Cant. ii. 11, 12, 13. 
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fcarce an Hour pafles, but this Seafon of univerfal 
Fecundity produces fomething new, fomething that 
improves the Afpe&, and increafes the Riches of 
Nature. And is there any State or any Circumftance 
of Life, in which the Faith of CHRIST does 
not exert a fimilar Efficacy? Does not purify the 
Heart, and bring forth Fruit unto GOD? 

This is fuppofed to be the fpiritual Meaning of 
that fine defcriptive Picture*, which You have 

borrowed 

• A fine Pifture indeed ! Moll judicioufly panned ; 
mod ftrongly contrafted ; and executed in the moll maf- 
terly Manner. As it is produced to View, J will beg 
Leave to point out fbmeof the highly-finilhed Strokes. 

The Winter is paft, with all its howling Winds, and 
piercing Frofts —The Rains are ever, which deluged the 
Meadows; and the Clouds use gone, which darkened the 
Skies.—All is Serenity and Splendour above. While all 
is Gaiety and Beauty below. 

Flowers, of every graceful Form, and every glofly 
Stain, appear on the Earth. Enamelling the Hills and 
Plains; embroidering the Robe of Spring; anddiffufing 
Smiles over all the Face of Nature. 

The Time of Singing of Birds is come. The Woodland 
Choirs awake. Every green Bough, and every bloom- 
ing Spray, refounds with Harmony. From all Quar¬ 
ters, the Ear is charmed with artlefs Strains ; which are, 
at once, the Ferfeftion of Mafic, and the very Language 
of Joy. 

The Tine, with the tender Grapes, give a good Smell. In 
the Vineyard, the fnken Gems buril, and the infant 
Clufters appear. They breathe Balm on the gentle 
Gales, ana perfume the foft delicious Air. In every 
Garden and every Grove, the flowery Caflcets are un¬ 
locked. They diffufe far and near thofe exquifite 
Odours, which regale the Smell, and “ rejoice the 
“ Heart.” 

The Fig Tree putteth forth her green Figs ; forms the 
embryo Fruit; and excites the agreeable idea of ap¬ 
proaching Plenty. Adding to all the Entertainments of 

the 
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borrowed from the Canticles. It difplays the benign 
Agency of Grace and its Doctrines; efpccially, of 
our LORD’S Satisfaction for Sin, and of his 
Righteoufnefs imputed to Sinners. The Bleffings 
operate, with much the fame favourable and happy 
Energy, both on our Morals and our Comforts; 
as the fweet Influences of the vernal Sun operate, on 
the fprouting Herbs, and opening Flowers. 

7 her. If fuch were the Effects of your Doctrine, 
it would ftand the fairer Chance for general Accep¬ 
tation.—But there are feveral weighty Scruples to 
be removed, before Perfons of a liberal and enlarged 
Way of Thinking, can acquiefce in your Opinion. 
Who, for Inftance, can perfuade Himfelf, that 
what You call The Satisfaction of CHRIST, is 
confiftent with the Dictates of Reafon, or with 
the Perfedlions of the D E IT Y ? 

Afp. Let Gentlemen be candid in their Enquiries, 
and truly liberal in their Way of Thinking; then, 
I flatter myfelf, thefe Scruples may be removed, 
Without much Difficulty. 

G OD, the Almighty Creator, and fupreme Go¬ 
vernor of the World, having made Man, gave Him 
a Law i with a Penalty annexed, in cafe of Difobe- 
dience,-—This facred Law our Fore-father Adam 
prefumptuoufly broke; and We, his Pofterity, were 
involved in his Guilt. Or, fhould that Point be 

con« 

the Eye and the Far, the more pleafing, becaufe the 
more important. Supplies of Life and Health. 

Here then the moil ilillinguifhing and delicate Circum¬ 
stances are feletfed. V. hatever molt eminently and moft 
amiably chara&erifes the Scafon. All is heightened, by 
a Retrofpedl on Winter and its Horrours, Loin which 
we are delivered. All is endeared, bv a fr fpeft of 
autumnal Delights, for which Preparation is making. 
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controverted. We have undeniably made, by many 
perfonal Tranfgreffions, his ApoStacy our own.— 
Infomuch, that all have finned; have forfeited 
their Happinefs, and are become obnoxious to 
Punishment. 

Man being thus ruined, none could recover Him, 
except his injured MAKER. But Shall He be 
recovered. Shall He be reftored, without fuffering 
the PuniShment, due to his Crime, and threatened 
by his CREATOR?—What then will become 
of the JuJlice of the Divine LAWGIVER? 
And how Shall the Honour of his Holy Law be main¬ 
tained ? At this rate, who would reverence its Au¬ 
thority, or fear to violate its Precepts ?—Sinners 
might be emboldened to multiply their Tranfgref¬ 
fions ; and tempted to think, that the GOD of 
immaculate Holinefs, the GOD of unchangeable 
Veracity, is altogether fucb an One as them/elves*. 

Does it not appear needful, that fome Expedient 
be devifed, in order to prevent thefe dishonourable 
and horrid Confequences ? 

Ther. Proceed to inform Us, what the Expedi¬ 
ent is. 

Afp. To afeertain the Dignity of the fupreme 
Administration, yet refeue Mankind from utter De¬ 
struction, this admirable Purpofe was formed, and 
in the Fulnefs of Time executed. The fecond Per- 
fon of the ever-blefled TRINITY unites the 
human Nature to the Divine j fubmits Himfelf to 

the 

* This was aftually the Cafe, as We are informed by 
the SEARCHERof Hearts, when, on a particular 
Occalion, Punishment was only retarded. How much 
more would Such impious Opinions have prevailed, if, 
on this grand Aft of Difobedience, PuniShment had beea 
intirely forborne? Pfal, I. 21, 
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the Obligations of his People ; and becomes rejpon- 
Jible for all their Guilt. In this Capacity, He per¬ 
forms a perfect Obedience, and undergoes the Sen¬ 
tence of Death : makes a full Expiation of their 
Sins, and eftablilhes their Title to Life.—By which 
Means, the Law is fatisfied; Juftice is magnified; 
and the richeft Grace exercifed. Man enjoys a 
great Salvation, not to the Difcredit of any, but to 
the unl’peakable Glory of all, the divine Attributes. 

This is what We mean by CHRI ST’s Satis¬ 
faction. And this, I fhould imagine, wants no 
Recommendation to our unprejudiced Reafon ; as, I 
am fure, it is mod delightfully accommodated to our 
dijlrejfed Condition .—It is alfo confirmed by many 
exprefs Paflages of Scripture, and illuftrated by a 
Variety of very fignificant Images. 

Ther. Pray, let me be favoured with fome of your 
fcriptural Images.—After which, We may enquire, 
whether your Dodtrine will Hand the Teft of Rea¬ 
fon. 


Jfp. What is your Notion of a Ranfom ? 

Ther. To ranfom, is to redeem any One from 
Captivity or Mifery, by Purchafe, by Exchange, 
or fome other valuable Confideration. 

jfjp. When Priam ranfomed the dead Body of 
HeLlor from the victorious Jcbilles, how was it 
done? 

Ther. By paying a Price *.—Thus Fabius reco¬ 
vered the Captives, which were taken by Hannibal. 
He tranfmitted the Sum required, and they were 
difeharged from their Confinement. 

Jfp. 


* " i. 1 pifuy r eariptioV ctvroux, 

an infinitely rich Price. Hyperbolical this, as applied by 
Homer: ftriflly true, when referred tQ CHRIST. 
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Jfp. Such is the Redemption procured for Sin¬ 
ners by our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Of 
fuch a Nature, (though incomparably more grand 
and auguft in all its Circumftances) and exprefled 
by the very fame Word *. The Sen of Man came y 
not to be minijlcred unto , but to minijter ; and to give 
his Life a Rnnfom for Many. 

CHRIST alfo paid a Price—a real Price —z 
moll fatisfaftory Price. In Confideration of which, 
our Freedom from Death, from Hell, from every 
penal Evil is granted. Te arc redeemed f, fays the 
Apoftle, not with corruptible Things , Silver and Gold , 
but with the precious Blood of CHRIST. —Let me 
add one Text more; which, in the fame Style of 
commutative Jultice, aflerts the fame Truth. 
CHRIST has redeemed Usl, not by way of En¬ 
treaty, 

* Aiflpon amt.vlpoa, are ufed in this precife Signification, 
by the moil approved Authors of Greece. — t* 
At/lp* T» AmCa, th; fays Plutarch. 

O 'ey aiOpaiTru v 7 .Ge Huvou th* -\'Vyr,y a-vly Aul pap ctk\ 

moWut, fays our blefled S A VI O U K, Matt. xx. z8 — 
Airil.Cipucri tcCImCm i ma, is the Language ol Demofthenrs. 
T-v u Tr - > aotoXvlfucriy ha t« ai/Atti©* ccviu, are the 

Words o. St. Paul, Eph. i. 7. — X o ejiabltjh this impor¬ 
tant Point, and to famliarife the comforiablc Idea to 
our Minds, the facred Wiiters abound in this Phrafeo- 
logv. See Luke i. 68. ii. 38. xxiv. 21.— Rom. iii. i ±.— 
Tit. ii. 14.— Heb. ix. iz. 

f 1 Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent Expreffion, 
ufed in the fame Signification, by one of the corrected 
Writers in the World; 

Et Fratrem Pollux alterna Morte redemit. V1 r g. 

t Gal. iii. 13. TfrfopxTtt — We are fa id to be bought, 
t Cor. vi. zo. Not in a metaphorical Senfe, but ready 
and properly. For, here the Price is mentioned in gc.io- 
ral; by ist. Peter the Price is particular !y fpecifud, i Pc:, 
i. 18 , 19. 
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treaty, but by paying a Redemption-Price. He 
hath bought, not begged Us off, from the Curfe of 
the Law. —Yes, my Friend, 

The Ranfom was paid down. The Fund of Heav'n, 
Heav'n's incxhaujtible exhaujicd Fund, 

Amazing and amaz'd , pour'd forth the Price , 

All Price beyond. Though curious to compute , 
Archangels fail'd to caf the mighty Sum *. 

Ther. Hold a little, good Afpafto. Confider the 
Confequence of what You maintain. If there was 
a Ranfom in the Cafe, to Whom was it paid ?—The 
Devil had led Sinners captive. They are laid to be 
the Slaves of Satan. And {hall the bleffed JESUS 
pay his Life to that accurfed Fiend ? Shocking to 
imagine!—Yet, {hocking as it is, it muft follow 
from your own, and your Poet’s Affertion. 

Afp. You mifapprehcnd the Cafe, Theron. The 
Ranfom was paid to GOD. Thou haji redeemed 
Us to G O D f, is the Confcflion of the Saints in 
Light.—-He is the great Law-giver, againft whom 
our Sins are committed J. He is the great Houjholder , 
to whom the Debt is due ||. Satisfaction, therefore, 
was made to the divine Law, and to the divine 
JuJlice. The one of which was offended; the 
other violated; and both concurred to denounce 
the Tranfgreffor’s Doom.—Of which Doom Satan 
was only the deftined Executioner. Whofe Ma¬ 
lignity, and implacable Rage, GOD is pleafed to 
make the Inftrument of inflicting his Vengeance. 

A» 


• Night-Thoughts, N° IV. 

J Pfal. li. 5. || Matt, xviii. 


f Rev. 
23, 24. 


v. 9. 
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As He formerly ufcd the idolatrous Kings of Affyria 
and Babylon, to chaftife the difobedient Ifraelitcs. 

When We were without Strength*, utterly ruined, 
yet abfolutely helplefs—when None, in Heaven or 
Earth, could afford Us any Succour—then our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST moll gracioufly 
and moft feafonably interpofcd. He fail, as it is 
very emphatically reprefented by Elihu ; Deliver 
them from going down into the Pit ; / have found a 
Ranfom f. He did, what is vuy beautifully dc- 
fcribed by our Englijk Cliff c ; 

• So Man, as is mojl jnjl, 

Shall fati'fy for Man, be judg'd, and die ; 

And dying rijc, and rijing with Him raife 

His Brethren , ranfom’d with his own dear Life%, 

Tier. But pray, do not You allow, that CIIR 1 ST 
is ti uly and properly GOD? 

Aft. VVe not only allow it, but We infill upon it, 
and nutke our boaft of it. This is the very Foun¬ 
dation of his Merit, and the Support of our Hope. 

Tier. This may aggt andizc the Merit of CHRIST\ 
but it will incrc-afe the Difficulty of yourTalk. For, 
according to this Opinion, CHRIST mull make 
Satisfadtion to Himfelf. And is not this a Practice 
quite unprecedented ? A Notion perfectly abfurd ? 

Aft. It is quite unprecedented, You fay. —On 
this Point, I lhall not vehemently contend. Only 
let me mention one lnftar.ee. Zaleucus , You know, 
the Prince of the Locrians , made a Decree, That 

whoever 


* Rom. v. 6. 

B. Ill, 294. 


f Job. xxxiii. 24. 


J MI LT. 
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whoever was convi&ed of Adultery, Ihould be pu- 
nifhed with the Lofs of both his Eyes. Soon after 
this Eftabhfhment, the Legiflator’s own Son was 
apprehended in the very FaCt, and brought to a 
public Trial.—How could the Father proceed, in 
fo tender and delicate a Conjuncture ?—Should He 
execute the Law, in all its Rigour? This would 
be worfe than Death to the unhappy Youth.— 
Should He pardon fo notorious a Delinquent? 
This would defeat the Defign of his falutary lnfti- 
tution.—To avoid both thefe Inconveniencies, He 
ordered one of his own Eyes to be pulled out, and 
one of his Son’s. By which Means, the Rights of 
Juftice were preferved inviolate; yet the Tender- 
nefs of a Parent was remarkably indulged. And 
may We not venture to fay ? That, in this Cafe, 
Zaleucus both received and made the Satisfaction.— 
Received it, as a Magiftrate; even while He made it, 
as a Father. 

They. I cannot fee, how this Suffering of the Fa¬ 
ther was, in any Degree, fatisfailory to the Law: 
ftnee the Father and the Son could not be confidercd, 
as one and the fame Perfon. It may pafs for an ex¬ 
traordinary Inltance of parental Indulgence. It 
may ftrike the benevolent and compaffionate Hearer. 
But, if tried at the Bar of Equity and Reafon, it 
will hardly be admitted as any legal Satisfaction. 
It will probably be condemned, as a Breach of 
Nature’s firft and fundamental Law, Self-prefer- 
vation. 

Afp. Your Objection, I muff confefs, has Weight. 
It will oblige me to give up my Illuffration.—Ne- 
verthelefs, what my Friend urges againft the Pro¬ 
priety of the Comparifon, tends to eftablifh the 
5 Certainty 
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Cprtainty of the Doctrine. For, CHRIST and his 
people are a&ually confidered, as one and the fame 
Perfon. They are one rnyftical Body: He the Head, 
they the Members: fo intimately united to Him, 
that they are Bone of hi} Bone, and Elejh of his Fiejh*. 
—By Virtue of which Union, their Sins were pu- 
nifhed in Him ; and by his Stripes they are healed f, 
they obtain Impunity and Life. 

Though there may be nothing, in the Procedure 
of Men, which bears any Refemblance to this Mi r 
rack of heavenly Goodnefs ; it receives a fufficient 
Confirmation from the Language of Scripture. 
He, who wrote as an Amanuenfis to the unerring 
SPIRIT, has declared; That GOD was in 
CHRIST, reconciling the World —unto WJioiq ? 
Unto fome third Party ? No; but reconciling it, 
by the Death and Obedience of CHRIST — unto 
Himfelf J. And I can very readily grant, that this 
divine Exertion of Benignity apd Wifdpm, Ihould 
be without a Precedent, and without a Parallel jj. 

Difficulties, I own, may attend the Explication 
of this Article, or be interwoven with its Confe- 
quences. But fince our Apprchenfions of heavenly 
Things, efpecially of the adorable TRINITY, 
are fo obfeure and inadequate, We may very eafily 
miftake; and fancy that to be abfurd, which is 

Vol. I. G pnly 

* Eph. y. 30. + Ifai. liii. 5. t 2 Cor. y. xo. 

Col. i. 20. ' 

|| Fancy, in the Perfon of Horace, faijl of Jupiter 
anti his fabulous Exploits, 

Cut nihil vigef femile put fecundate}. 

Much more will Rtafon, in the Charafter of a Bfliever , 
fay the fame of j E H O y A If, apd his marvelous 
Grace. 
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only great, wonderful, and incomprehenfible 
Nor let me be thought prefumptuous, if I venture 
to add ; That it will be impoffible, for all the Sa- 
* gacity in the World, to prove this Do&rine an Ab~ 
furdity, though it fhould ever remain an inexplicable 
Myftery.—How many Phenomena in the Works of 
external Nature, are confefl'edly myfterious and in* 
explicable ! As to the Reality of their Exiftence, 
they challenge, they command our Aflent; as to 
the Manner of their Exiftence, they baffle all our 
Rcfearches, and defy our utmoft Penetration. If 
therefore the Point under Debate, be fully and in- 
conteftably revealed in the Bible, We muft renounce 
the Philoibpher, before We can confiftently a cl die 
Sceptic. 

Tber, 

* The unparalleled, nay, the incomprehenftble Nature of 
this great Tran faction, is no Objeftion to its Truth and 
Reality. This is rather a Circumllance, which perfeftly 
agrees with the Teftimony of the infpired Writers ; and 
affords, in my Opinion, an unanfwerable Argument for 
the divine Origin of Chriftianity. 

It agrees with the Tiftimony of the infpired Writers ; who 
call the Work of our Redemption, not only wife, but 
Wijdom itfelf! the Wifdom of GOD 1 his Wifdom in » 
Myftery! even his hidden Wifdom! Or that deep myfte¬ 
rious Plan, which has every Charadter of the molt con- 
fummate Wifdom ; which was Jong concealed from Ages 
and Generations; and appears, now revealed, to con¬ 
tain lech a Series of Wonders, as no Underftanding of 
X'vJ in or Angel can fully penetrate, i Cor. ii. 7. 

It affords an unarjwei able Argument for the divine Ori¬ 
gin of Chriftianity. Since it was infinitely too deep for 
1 tie Contrivance of Men, and Angels; fince it is abfo- 
lutelv undiicoverable by the molt fugacious of created 
Intelligences; how could it be known, but by Manifef- 
t.ition from above ? Whence could it take its Rife, but 
from an efpecial Revelation ! 
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Tber. Let Us fee then, Whether it be fo fully 
and inconteftably revealed in the Bible.—You have 
given me, as yet, but one of your 1'criptui al images. * 

Afp. I have another at your Service .—CHRIST 
is called an Higb-Prie/l. W hat do You take to be 
the Nature of the Priellly Office? 

Tbcr. The Buftncfs of the Pricft was, I appre¬ 
hend, To offer Sacrifices, and to make Interceffion 
for the People. 

Afp. Very true: and CHRIST could not with 
any Propriety, receive this Appellation, if He had 
been defective in performing cither of the facerdotal 
Functions.—Now, that he offered no fuch Victim 
as flain Beafts, is univerfally acknowledged. We 
might prefume therefore, even though We had not 
the Authority of an Apoftie to affure us. That He 
offered HIMSELF, through the eternal SPIR 1 7 , 

to GOD*. 

The Crofs f, (hall I fay? Rather his divine Na¬ 
ture was the Altar. His Soul and Body, each im¬ 
maculately pure, were the Holocaujl. Theie lie re- 
G 2 figned j 

* IJeb.ix. 14. 

f The Crofs is, by fome Authors, (lyled The Altar. 
But, I think, improperly. This Notion feems to have 
fprung from, or given rife to, the Popijh Pradt'ce of 
idolizing the Crucifix. At kail, it countenances luch a 
Kind of foppilh or facrilegious Devotion, more than a 
Proteftant Writer could wifli,—It was the Property of 
the Altar, to fanclify the (lift. This therefore, when re¬ 
ferred to our LOKD’s Sjciifice, is a far more exalted 
Office, than We dare r.fcribe to the Infrument of his 
Suffering. This mu/l be the Honour and Prerogative of 
his DIV 1 N E N A 1 ’ U R E, which did indeed fanftify 
the great Oblation : gave it a Dignity, a Merit, an Ef¬ 
ficacy, unfpeakuble and everlafting. 
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figned; the one, to deadly Wounds j the other, to 
inexpreffible Anguifli; and both, to be inftead of 
all whole Burnt-Offerings.—On this invaluable 
Oblation, his Interceffion at the Right-hand of his 
FATHER is founded: from this it derives that 
prevailing Efficacy, which is the Security of his 
itanding, and the Recovery of his fallen Difciples. 

Give me Leave to alk farther; What is your Idea 
of a Sacrifice? When Iphigenia was flain at the 
Altar, What was the Import of that memorable 
Adtion ? 

Ther. It was intended, if We may credit Virgil’s 
Account *, to appeafe the Indignation of fome Ele¬ 
mentary Deity; and thereby obtain a propitious 
Gale, for the wind-bound Fleet, and confederate 
Forces of Greece. But, I hope. You would not 
make that folemn Butchery of the royal Virgin, a 
Pattern for the fupreme Goodnefs; nor the Prac¬ 
tice of grofs Idolaters, a Model for the Religion of 
the holy JESUS. 

Afp. By no means, Tberon. Only I would ob- 
ferve—That the Cuftom of offering Sacrifices ob¬ 
tained, among the mod cultivated Nations of the 
Heathen World—That thefe Sacrifices were fre¬ 
quently of the vicarious f Kind j in which the Vic¬ 
tim 

* Sanguine plaeajii Vrntos, & Virgint titsH. 

•}■ Seneca fays, alluding to the Cuftom of Sacrifices, 
and the prevailing Opinion concerning them ; Fuerim 
tantum nunquam amp lins dolituree Domus P lament urn.— What 
we are to underftanil by Piamentum, our Author himfelf 
explains, in the preceding Claufe; Quicquid Matrt dolen- 
dumfuerit, in me tranjierit ; quicqnid Aviee, in me. To 
which his judicious Commentator Lipjtus, from an ex- 
ten five Knowledge of Antiquity, adds; xaSap/** Jive 
fi ocularis Viftima. Sen. ad. Hclv. 


The 
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tim was fubftituted, inftead of the Offerer; and the 
former being cut off, the latter was difcharged from 
Punifhment—Confequently, that the ClaJJic Authors 
would (in cafe there was any Need of fuch Auxili¬ 
aries) join with the facred Writers, to declare the 
Expediency, and explain the Nature of Sacrifices.— 
This alfo You will permit me to add; That, if the 
Heathens talk fenfibly on any Part of religious Wor- 
fhip, it is on the Subjed of Sacrifices. Their Sen¬ 
timents concerning expiatory Oblations, feem to be 
the faint and diftant Echo of Revelation. I have 
ufually confidered them, not as the Inftitutions of 
mere Reafon, but as the Remains of fome broken 
Tradition. 

However, the trueft and moil authentic Signifi¬ 
cation of a Sacrifice, is to be learned from the JewiJh 
Ritual, explained by the Gofpel Comment. Do You 
remember the Mosaic Account of that Ordinance ? 

G 3 Ther, 

The fame Writer, in the lame confolatory E pi file, has 
another Sentence, ftill more to our Purpofe; Nobilitatur 
omnium Carminibus, qua fe pro Cotijugev icariam dedit.— 
"Juvenal, fpeaking of the fame Fatt, expreffes Himfelf 
in very remarkable Language. Such as ihews Us, with 
the utmoft Clcarnejs and f reeijian , what the Antients 
meant, when they affirmed of a 1'utfering or dying Per- 
fon, That He gave Himjtlffor Another ': 

11 ■" ■ ■ SptSat fubeuntem Fata Mariti 

Aictjiim, \S Jtmilit Jt Permutatio detur. Sat. VI, 

There is a Paflage in Livy, which moll of all deferves 
our Notice. As it feems to imply a popular Belief of 
the Dignity, the more than human Dignity of the Sa¬ 
crifice which was neceflary to appeafe the Wrath of 
Heaven. It relates to Decius, devoting himfelf for the 
public Good; Confpettvs ab utraque Acie, aliquanto au- 
guftior humano Viiu, Jituti Ceelo mijfus, Piaculum tmnit 
pcarum Ires, Lib. VIII. Cap. ix. 
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Ther. You are much better acquainted, Afpajto, 
with thofe facred Antiquities > and can give the 
moft fatisfaCfory Information, with regard to this 
Particular. Only let me remind You, That Alms 
are ftyled Offerings; and Praijes, both in the pro¬ 
phetical and evangelical Writings, come under the 
Denomination of Sacrifices. 

A/p. Though Praifes and Alms are ftyled Sacri¬ 
fices, they are not of the propitiatory , but eucharijlic 
Kind. They are never laid to expiate Tranfgref- 
fions, only are reprefented as acceptable to GOD 
through JESUS CHRIST ; that divinely pre¬ 
cious Viftim, wh'fe Merits both Cancel our Guilt, 
and commend our Services ! According to— 

Ther. Stay a Moment, Afpafto .—Let me recollect 
myfclf,—This may be the Meaning of Sacrifices, as 
ordained by MoJ'cs , and folemnized among the Jews, 

“ Sacrifices were a fymbolical Addrcfs to G O D ; 
** intended to exprefs before Hjm the Devotion, 
“ Affections, Dilpofitions, and Dtfires of the 
“ Heart, by fignificative and emblematical Ac- 
“ tions.” 

Afp. This is the firft Time, I ever heard of a fym- 
bolical Addre/s to GOD. Sacrifices were, if you 
pleafe, a real Addrcfs to GOD, attended with 
fignificant Ceremonies, pr ex prein ve Symbols. 

“ They exprefled, You fay, the Devotion, Af- 
“ fe&ions, Difpofitions, and Defires of the Heart.” 
I rather think, they exprefled the Guilt and the 
Faith of the Offerer.— His Guilt ; this feems to be 
intimated, by the very Names of the propitiatory 
Sacrifices. The Sin and the Sacrifice, the offend¬ 
ing A&ion and the expiatory Kite, being fignified 

*7 


% 
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by one and the fame Word *. It is fomewhat more 
than intimated, by the Occafion of the Offering, 
and the State of the Offerer. Since it was only on 
account of Guilt contracted, that piacular Obla¬ 
tions were made ; and only from a guilty Ferfon, 
that they were required.— His Faith; or firm Belief, 
that ceremonial Guilt, which {hut Him out front 
the Communion of the viiible Church, and fub- 
jeCted Him to the Infliction of temporal Judgments, 
was removed by thcfe ; but that moral Guilt, which 
defiles the Soul, and excludes from Heaven, fhould 
be purged by fame better Sacrifice than thefi f.—In 
the Exercife of this Faith, Abel offered up a more 
acceptable Sacrifice than Cain ; and without this 
Faith, exercifed in fome Degree, it was impoffible 
to pleafe GOD. 

Thcr . If you diflike this Account of Sacrifices, 
take another. Which, as well as the preceding, 

1 have learned from an eminent Pen. “ The Prieft 
“ made Atonement for Sin, by facrificing a Beaff, 
“ only as that was a Sign and Teftimony of the 
“ Sacrificer’s pure and upright Heart.” 

A/p. So then you would aferibe all the Efficacy 
of Sacrifices, to the Purity and Upiightnefs of the 
, Sacrificer. Whereas, I think, they had no Share 
at all in the Matter. The Types were effectual, 
only by virtue of their Connection with the great 
Sacrifice—ordained, in the eternal Counfels of JE¬ 
HOVAH—prepared, when the SON of the Molt 
G 4 HIGH 

* fiNDT) denotes a Sin , and Sin-Offering. Lev. iv. 3, 24. 
Dttrn fignifies the Trefipafis, and the 'frtfipafis- Offer ing. 
Lev. v. 15, 19. 

f They fianPlfied to the purifying of the Flejh, Heb. ix. 

13. But could not male Him that did the Set vice perfieS, m 
pertaining to the Confidence, Heb. ix. 9. 
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HIGH wai made Flefh—offered, when the bleffifi 
JESUS furrendered Himfelf, to be led as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter.—They were fo far from being 
independent on this divine Oblation, that they a£ted 
in perpetual Subferviency to it* and derived all their 
Value from it. They were the Shadow, but the 
Body was CHRIST. And does not the former 
owe all its Exiftence to the latter ? 

If Sacrifices were intended to befpeak Integrity 
of Heart* methinks, the State of Innocency had beeii 
the propereft Period, for their Inftitution and Obv¬ 
iation. But this awful Ceremony had no Exift* 
ence* till Man was fallen, and Sin committed.--* 
If intended to denote Purity of Heart* why fhould 
Sacrifices be particularly injoined on that folemn 
Day, when Confeflion was made of all the Sins * f 
Of the whole Congregation? An oddly concerted 
Device this; in which the Tongue muft contradift, 
What the ceremony would recognize. 

How could it be proper* after the Violation of 
fome Law, or the Neglect of fome Ordinance, im¬ 
mediately to go and offer a Sacrifice ? What woukl 
be the Language of fuch a Practice* as interpreted 
by ypur eminent Pen ? “ I have done wickedly* 
“ but my Heart is pure and upright.” Is this 
confident with the Spirit of Humility, of Modefty* 
or of common Ingenuity ? Is this the Way of giving 
Glory to GOD, or of taking Shame to ourfelves? 
—Whereas, let the Sacrifice be 3 typical Expia¬ 
tion* and this is the Significancy of the Adtiom 
“LORD* I confefs myfelf guilty. Punifhment 
“ and Death are my Due. Let them fall* I be* 

‘‘ feech 


# Lev. kvi. * 1. 
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«* feech Thee, on my Vtflim *. That thy Juftic* 
«« being glorified, and thy Law fatisfied, thy 
*• Mercy may be honourably difplayed in my For* 
“ givenefs.” 

Befides, Theron } What L'tkencfs , what Agreement 
is there, between the Profeflion of Integrity, and 
an Animal mortally wounded ; wallowing in its 
own Blood; and ftruggling in the Agonies of 
Death ?—Whereas, between thefe dying Pangs* 
and the Punifhment due to Sin, or the Sorrows fuf- 
tained by the crucified SAVIOUR, there is an 
apparent, a linking, and, in various Refpefts, an 
edifying Refemblance. 

Thcr. They declared, perhaps, the Sacrificer’s 
Readinefs and Refolution, to flay the Brute in Him- 
felf, and to lay down his Life in Adherence to 
GOD. 

. Afp. I don’t remember, to have feen this afferted 
in the Bible; neither have I met with any Hint* 
to countenance fuch an Interpretation. It feems, 
in fome Cafes, to be incompatible with the very 
Nature of 1 hings, and contrary to the exprefs 
Declarations of Scripture.— Doves, You know. 
Lambs , and Sheep , were offered in Sacrifice. But 
(hall we flay the Lamb, the Dove, the Sheep in 
Ourfelves? So far from it-, that C HR IS T’s D.f* 
ciples are either defcribed by thefe Creatuie , or 
Commanded to imitate their Properties. Be ye harm - 
Jefs as Doves f. Peter t feed my Lambs%. My Sheeps 
iiear my Voice f. 

Suppofing, 

* What fays, that Prodigy of oriental Learning, Bo* 
chart ? Hoc etidem Rita Iran Dei Reccator eteprecabatur , 
eamque immitli petebat in illius Vi£limce Caput, quam fuq 
Loco ponebat. Hierozoi c. Tom. I. Lib. ii. Cap. 54, 
'f Matt. x. 16, t Johnxxi. 15. j) John x. ay, 
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Suppofmg, however, that, on fome Occafions, 
this might be a fubordinate Defign, or a valuable 
Improvement of the facrificial Adis: yet their pri¬ 
mary intention, and ultimate End, were widely 
different. Were much more fignificant of the di¬ 
vine Companions, and much better adapted to the 
Comfort of Mankind. They were—An awful In¬ 
dication , that Death was the Wages of Sin : At 
the fame Time, a clearing Declaration , that GOD 
was pleafed to accept the Death of the Animal, 
inftead of the Sinner’s: a figurative Reprefentation* 
alio of that illultrious PERSON, who was to 
bear the Sin of many, and pour out his Soul for Trarf- 
gnfiors. 

Thcr. Since Sacrifices were of a religious Nature, 
they fhould not only be inftrudtive and beneficial in 
their Tendency, but have their due Eifcils, with 
regard to G O D, to Sin, and to the Pcrfon who 
brought them. 

Jfp. They had, in all thefe Inftances, their due 
Effects—with regard to GOD; that his Juftice 
might be magnified, and his Anger appeafed— to 
Sin ; that its Demerit might be difpluyed, yet its 
Guilt be done away— to the Pcrjan who brought them-, 
that he might receive Kemiffion of Sins, together 
with Peace and Joy in believing. 

Ther. 

* What fays Milton, upon the Subject of Sacrifices, 
and with reference to their principal Defign i He calls 
them, and veiy propeily, 

.. M ' • - ' - . — Religious Rites 

Of Saa ijice j informing Men by Types 

And Sradceuis, of that defin'd Seed to bruife 

*fbe Serpent, by <wbat means he Jhall achie ve 

Mankind’s Deliverance, S- XII. 23 J, 
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Tl>er. There are fo many Sorts of Sacrifices, ap¬ 
pointed in the Jewijh Rubric, that I am at a Lofs 
for a diftinft Idea; unlefs fome one be fingled out, 
and (e pa rate] y confidered. 

Jtfp. Among all the Sacrifices infKtuted by Mofcs t 
none more circumftantially typefied the bleficd JE¬ 
SUS-, none more appofitely expreffed the Benefits 
of his Oblation; than the Lamb flain at the Feaft 
of the Pajfover , and the Sin-offering on the Day of 
Atonement. 

An Expofitor, who cannot be miftaken, has 
given Us this Interpretation of the Pafchal Lamb; 
CHRIST our Paffgver isfacrificedfor Vs*. De- 

c lari n» 

9 

• 1 Cor. v. 7. Would any One venture to fay? Paul 
cur Pajfover is facrificed for Us. Yet this, 1 think, may 
be, or rather is in efled faid, by the Account which 
fome Perfons give of CHRIST’ s Satisfaction: ft nee 
Paul adlually facrificed his Life, in Confirmation of the 
Truth, and for the Good of theChurch. Pbil.u. 17. 
The very Thought of Inch a blafphnnom Abfurdity, is 
too painful and ojfenfve for the feriou; Chrifti in to dwell 
upon, i would therefore divert his Atttnt.on to a more 
pleafing Confederation. Let Him obferve the exquifue 
Skill, which, here and every where, conduds the Zeal 
of our infpired Writer.-— 1 The Odes of Pindar are cele¬ 
brated for their JineTranfstions ; which, though bold and 
furprifing, are perfedly natural. We have, in this 
Place, a very mafterly Stroke of the fame Kind. The 
Apoftle, fpeakingof the inccfluous Criminal, Aides into 
bis darling Topic, a crucified SAVIOUR. Who 
would have expeded fuch a Sentiment, on fuch an Oc- 
cafion ? Yet, when thus brought in, who does not fee 
and admire, both the Propriety of its Application, and 
the Delicacy of its Introdudion ?—With the fame eafy 
and graceful Air, our facred Orator enters upon hisSub- 
jed, Rom. i. 14, 15, 16. With no lefs Dexterity and 
Addrefs He returns to it, after a long but very ufefuf 
Digreffion, Heb. vi. 20. compared with Heb, v. tp f 
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daring hereby—That CHRIST is a real Sacri¬ 
fice—That He was prefigured, in this Capacity, 
by the Pafchal Lamb—That the Circumftances, 
winch diftinguifhed it, met in Him; and the Ad¬ 
vantages, which refulted from it, were procured 
by Him : thofe , in their trueft Import; theje , in their 
largeft Extent.—The Words of the Apoftle fpcak 
this Senfe, to the plaineft fimplcft Reader. Where¬ 
as, to extort any other Signification from them, 
what Subtilty of Wit, and what Refinement, or 
rather Violence of Criticifm, tnuft be ufed ! 

The Pafchal Lamb was without Blemijb. Such 
Was the LAMB of GOD; free from all Taint 
of original Sin, and from every Spot of aflual 
Tranfgreflion.—A Lamb of the firjl Tear , in all the 
Sprightlinefs and Floridity of Youth. CHRIST 
alfo laid down his Life, not when worn with Age, 
or debilitated with Sicknefs; but in the very Prime 
of his Days; amidft all the Bloom of Health, and 
all the Vigour of Manhood. That his Saciifice 
might have every recommending C’ircumftance, 
which could render it acceptable to GOD, and 
available for Man. 

The Lamb was to be (lain in fuch a Manner, as 
might occahon the moft copious Ejfttfion of its Blood. 
And was not this very exactly fulfilled in our fuf- 
fering SAVIOUR? His Blood flowed out, in 
vaft Abundance, by the amassing Sweat in the 
Garden; by the rending Lalbes of the Scourge; 
by the lacerating Points of the Thorns; by the 
dreadful Nails, which cleft his Hands and his Feet; 
by the deadly Spear, which ripped open his Side, 
and cut its Way to his Heart.—Though the Blood 
was to be fo liberally fpilt, a Bong of the Lamb was 

not 
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not ft be broken. And You cannot but recoiled. 
You cannot but admire, the wonderful Interpo- 
fition of Providence, to accomplifh this emblema¬ 
tical Prediction. When the Soldiers had received 
a Command, to break the Legs of the three cruci¬ 
fied Perfons j when they had actually broke the 
Legs of each Malefactor, which hung on the right 
Side of our LORD, and on the left; their Minds 
were over-ruled (by a divine Influence, no doubt) 
to fparc the blefled JESUS, and to leave all his 
Bones unhurt, untouched. 

The Lamb was to be killed before the whole Af¬ 
finity ; in the Prefence, either of the whole Con¬ 
gregation of Jfrael, or clfe of that particular Society, 
which concurred in eating the Flefh. And did not 
the whole Multitude of the Jews confpire againft 
our REDEEMER, to put Him to death ? Did 
they not all cry out, as with one Voice? Crucify 
Him! Crucify Him ! Was He not executed, at one 
of their grand Feftivals, and in the Sight of the 
whole aflembled Nation ?—The Blood was not to 
be poured heedldly upon the Ground, but received 
carefully into a Bafon ; and Jpri filed,, with the ut- 
moft Pun&uality. Sprinkled, i.ox upon the Thre- 
fhold, but upon the Lintel and Door-pojis. In like 
Manner, the Blood of the heavenly LAMB, is 
not to be trampled under Foot, by a contemptuous 
Pifregard. It is the Treafure of the Church, and 
the Medicine of Life. To be received therefore 
by an adoring Faith, and molt thankfully applied 
to our Coni'cienccs, our Converfation, our whole 
Man.—The Sprinkling of that Blood ftcured every 
IfraditiJhYzmWy, from the deftroving Angel’s Sword. 

So, 
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So, the Merits of the flaughtered SAVIOUR* 
fcreen every believing Sinner, from the Stroke of 
offended Juftice, and from the Pains of eternal 
Death. What muft have become of the Ifraelite, 
who, trufting to the Uprightnefs of his Heart, 
fhould negledt to make ufe of this divinely appointed 
Safeguard ? He muft inevitably have been punifhed 
with the Death of his Firft-born. Equally certain, 
but infinitely more dreadful, will be bis Condem¬ 
nation ; who, before the Omnifcient JUDGE, 
lhall prefume to plead his own Integrity, or con¬ 
fide in his own Repentance, and rejedt the Atone¬ 
ment of the dying JESUS. 

Tiber. Now, if You pleafe, for the Sin-offering f ; 
which feems to have been the moft eminent Sacri¬ 
fice ,>f them all. 

jiff. It was the moft co/nprchenfive ; becaufe, it 
fhadovved forth, not only the Death of CHR 1 ST, 
but his Refurredlion from the Dead, and his Afcen- 
fion into Heaven.—-As the various Actions of fome 

illuftrious 

* Both St. Peter and St. Paul fpeak of 1 he Blood of 
Spr'inlling. I Pet. i. 2. lleb. xii. 24. Intim u'nig, by 
this remarkable Form of Speech, that the Death of 
CHRIST will be of no Advantage to the Sinner, tinlefs 
it be applied to his Heart. As the Blood of the Pafchal 
Lamb was no Protection to an Ifraelite, till it had tinged 
the Pods of his Door.— Ifaiab, uiing the fame Phrafe, 
and a’hnling to the fame Cuilom, fiys of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIo ! . He Jhall f(tinkle many Rations, 
iii. 15. Not only initiate them into his Church by 
L’aptifm; but alfo, by the Application of his Blood, 
fhall cleanfe them ftom their Guilt, and deliver them 
from the Wrath to come. 

f For the Circumftance- relating to the Sin offering, 
the Reader will confult Lem. xvi.— For thofe which 
concern the Pafchal Lamb, He will have rccoufle to 
Exod. xii. 
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niuflrious Perfonage, which cannot be exhibited 
by the Painter in a fmgle Draught, are difplayed in 
fevcral Compartments ; yet all conftitute one and the 
fame grand hillorical Pifture. So, thefe glorious 
Events, incapable of being reprefented by any 
fmgle Animal, were typrfied by tuio Kids of the 
Goats: which neverthelefs were reputed, but as 
one * Offering. 

Thefe Goats were brought to the Door of the Ta¬ 
bernacle, and there prefented before the L O R D. 

CHRIST 

* How runs the divine Command? He (the High- 
Prieft) Jhall take of the Congregation two Kids of tbeGoats 
for a din-offering. Lev. xvi. 5. Are not thele two Kids 
ltyled, in the iingular Number and colleflive Seale, an 
Offering? —I'hat We rrfght not miftake, GOD is 
plea fed to add ; And one Ram for a Burnt-offering. Here 
He particularly mentions one ; to inform Us, that the 
one Ram in this lnllitution, and the two Goats in the 
preceding, were to come under the fame general Deno¬ 
mination, An Offering. To render his Meaning Hill 
more apparent; the L O R D, contrary to his own Rule 
in all otherCafes, orders the High-Pried: to lay bis Hands 
upon the Head of the Scape Goat, not upon the Head of 
the Goat devoted to Death, lie divides the necelfary 
Cirrumftances of a Sacrifice between them both. To 
intimate, in the cleared Manner, that neither the One 
nor the Other feparate, but both taken together, were the 
one ftcrifieiai Oblation, appointed for this dillinguilhed 
Solemnity. 

If this be true, I think, the Paflage is a pretty con- 
fidtrable Proof, That Atonemtnt was made by fuffering 
•vicarious Punilhment; notwithstanding what has been 
urged againllit, from the tenth Verfeof the Chapter.— 
Should We require human Authority for the Support of 
this Interpretation, one of the greateft human Authori¬ 
ties may be feen in the celebiated Wstfius: Utcrque Hir- 
cus pertincb.it ad unum Sacrificium pro Peccato, Hojiiet 
uni us loco. Uierqnc crat Pecus piacularis, vicaria Ifraefi 
Peccatot i, ejufqitc Peccatum fertns. De Oecon. Lib. IV, 
Cap. vi. 
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CHRIST alfo prefented Himfelf before GODj 
when He went up to Jerufalem, that all Things writ - 
ten by the Prophets concerning Him might be accom - 
plijhed* * * § .—The Goat, on which the LORD'S Lot 
fell, was devoted to Death. CHRIST alfo, be¬ 
ing delivered by the determinate Counfel and Fore¬ 
knowledge of GOD f, was crucified and (lain.— 
The Body was burnt without the Qamp, Which 
pointed at the very Place, and pictured out the very 
INature, of our LORD’S Sufferings. For He 
Juffered without the Gate %: was there expofed to the 
Rage of Men, and the Wrath of GOD; under 
the mod exquifite Pains of Body, and the moit 
infupportable Agonies of Soul. All fignificantly 
typefied, by the Flame of a devouring Fire. Thai; 
which nothing is more fierce, nothing rpore pene¬ 
trating, or more feverely tormenting. 

As the Animal which was flaughtered, (hewed 
forth the REDEEMER dying for our Sins; that 
which efcaped, prefigured the fame SAVIOUR, 
rjing again for our fujlification.— The High-Prieft 
put his Hands upon the Head of the Scape-Goat, 
and with great Solemnity, confcjfed the Sins of the 
whole Congregation. The Import of this Cere¬ 
mony is exprefly declared in the facred Canon j 
The Goat Jhall bear upon Him their Iniquity ||. It is 
mod comfortably explained by the Prophet, The 
LORD laid on HIM the Iniquity of Us all §; and 

mod 

* Luke xviii. 31. f Afts ii. 23. J Heb. 
xiii. iz. 

|| It is obfervable, that whereas theScape-Goat is faid 

to bear KEU the bins of Ifrael, Lev. xvi. 22. the very 
fame Phrafe is applied to CHRIST, Ifai. liii. 12, 

§ Ifai. liii. 6. 
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moft delightfully confirmed by the Apoftle, He 
Himfelf bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree *. 

Confeffion being made, the Goat was difmiffed 
into a Land not inhabited: a Place feparated from all 
Refort of Men: where he was never likely to be 
found any more. To teach Us, That our Of¬ 
fences, having been expiated by the bleeding JE¬ 
SUS, are entirely done away; fhall never rife up 
in judgment againft Us ; but, according to the 
Prophecy of Jeremiah , When the Iniquity of Ifrael 
fhall be fought for, there fhall be none ; and the Sins 
of Judah, they fhall not be found f.—It is farther 
enjoined. That Aaron fhall confefs all the Iniquities 
of the Children of Ifrael, and all their Tranfgrefftons , 
in all their Sins . Iniquities, Tranfgrefftons, Sins, are 
particularized; and, to this Clufter of Expreffions, 
the Word all is added. To inform Us, that the 
leajl Sins need the Atonement of CHRIST’ s 
Death ; to allure Us, that the greateft Sins are not 
beyond the Compafs of its Efficacy; and that all 
Sins, be they ever fo heinous, or ever fo nume¬ 
rous, are forgiven to the true Believer. 

The High-Prieft carried the Blood of the Viftim 
into the fecond Tabernacle, even within the Veil. 
So CHRIST entered with his own Blood, not into 
the Holy Places made with Hands, but into Heaven 
itfelf J.—The Blood was fprinkled upon the Mercy- 
feat, before the Mercy-feat; and left in the Holy 
of Holies, that it might always remain before the 
LORD. And does not CHRIST always ap¬ 
pear in the Prefence of GOD for Us ? Does He 
not ever live to make Interceffion for Us ? To 
plead his all-fufficient Propitiation in our Behalf? 
Vol. I. H That 

* i Pet. ii. 24. f jer. 1 . 20. J Heb. ix. 24. 
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That the Benefits procured thereby, may be com¬ 
municated, may be ratified, and perpetuated to his 
People ? 

Tier. The Scripture aferibes thefe Benefits, to 
Repentance and Reformation of Life, Qualifica¬ 
tions of our own ; not to any fuch Caufe, as a vica¬ 
rious Sacrifice; where the Merit muft neceflarily. 
fubiift in another. What fays the Apoftle Peter, 
when He had juft received his Inftruitions from 
the HOLY GHOST ? Repent and he converted, 
not look unto an Atonement, or depend upon a 
Propitiation, that your Sins may be blotted out *. 

Afp. ’Tis true, the Benefits of the new Covenant 
are promifed to Penitents, as their happy Portion ; 
but never afligned to their Repentance, as the pro¬ 
curing Caufe. Never to their Repentance, but to 
the Blood of the great HIGH-PRIEST, called 
therefore The Blood of the cvcrlajiing Covenant + : 
being the Condition ftipulated in it, required by it, 
and in Confequence of which, all its-unfpeakable 
Privileges are bellowed. 

Befides; the Qualifications You fuppofc, are the 
Gift of the LORD. We are not able to exercife, 
till CHRIST, who is exalted for this very Pur- 
pofe, gives Repentance J.—A Converfion to GOD, 
and a Newnefs of Life, are not the EfFeil of hu¬ 
man Abilities, but the Work of the Divine SPI¬ 
RIT, and the Fruit of the REDEEMER’S 
Death.—Exclufive of this Death, there had been 
no fuch Thing, as a repenting Sinner, or a re¬ 
newed Soul.—The Merit of this Death opens the 
Heavijh of Heavens, and all its inexhauftible Stores. 

By 


• A£b iii. 19. + Heb. xiii. 20. J Aits v, 31. 
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By this Death, by this alone, We have the Enjoy¬ 
ment of Grace, and the Hope of Glory. 

Tber. You begin to be in Raptures, Afpafto ! 

jlfp. Excufe me, Tberon. It is not eafy to reprefs 
the Sallies of Delight and Devotion, when we mufe 
upon fuch Wonders of Loving-kindnefs; when We 
are touched with a Senfe of fuch immenfely rich 
Benefits.—A great HIGH-PRIEST! Who is 
higher than the Heavens * ; yet humbled Himfelf to 
Death, even the Death of the Crofs !—Who is 
confccrated for evermore + j and pleads all his Merit, 
improves all his Influence, for our confummate 
Felicity! 

JVhat Heart of Stone but glows at Thoughts like Theft? 

Such Contemplations mount Us , and Jhould mount 

The MindJlill higher ; nor ever glance in Man 

Unraptur’d, uninflam’d %. 

But I check myfelf; and will either reply to your 
Obje&ions, or liften to your Sentiments. Liften 
as attentively, as You Yourfelf attend to the Mufic 
of that Jhrill- tongued Thrujh. 

Ther. Its fweetly-modulated Lays, eminent even 
in the Symphony of Spring, having indeed attra&ed 
my Ears. But my Mind is difengaged, and free for 
your Converfation. 

Afp. I can repeat a Song, fweeter far than this, 
or all the Melody of the Woodland Choirs. A 
Song, which has Harmony enough, to make the 
Brow of Melancholy wear a Smile, or to footh away 
the Sorrows of Death itfelf. Who Jhall lay any Thing 
H 2 to 

* Heb. vii. 26. -+ Heb. vii. 28. 1 Night- 

Thoughts, N« IV. 
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to the Charge of GOD's Eleft ? It is GOD that juf 
tifieth. IVho is He that condetnneth ? It is CHRIST 
that died ; yea rather , that is rifen again ; who is even 
at the Right-hand of GOD ; who alfo maketh Inter- 
ceffion for Us *. —According to my Friend’s Princi¬ 
ples, the Strain of this triumphant Exclamation was 
ill-judged, and fhould have run in the following 
Manner: “ Who fhall lay any thing to our Charge? 
“We have endeavoured to preferve a Re&itude of 
“ Difpofition, and to perfift in a laudable Courfe 
“ of Adtion. Wherever We failed, We have 
“ been forry for the Fault, and have implored Par- 
“ don from the Divine MAJESTY. What 
“ then fhall difmay Us ? Or who fhall condemn 
“ Us V'—Your Topics of Confolation would be 
complete, without having recourfe to the Death of 
CHR IS T, as an Atonement for Sin; or to the 
Refurredtion of CHRIST\ as an Evidence that 
the Atonement is accepted ; or to the Interceflion 
of CHRIST, as the Caufe of our Intereft in that 
tranfeendent Bleffing. 

Ther. Since You fo frequently mention, and fo 
earneflly infift upon Atonement , I fhould be glad to 
know the precife Signification of the Word. I am 
told, the original Phrafe has nothing to do with the 
Idea of making Satisfadtion. 

Afp. We may learn the precife Signification of 
Atonement, by confidering the Means; the Ef- 
fedt; and the Manner, whereby the Means accom- 
plifh the Effedt.—The EffeSt of Atonement, is 
Pardon—The Means of obtaining it, are the Sa¬ 
crifice and Death of CHRIST—i The Way or 

Manner , 


* Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
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Manner, whereby the Death of CHRIST be¬ 
comes efficacious for this bleffed Purpofe, is the 
fovereign Appointment of his FATHER; the 
infinite Dignity of his Perfon; and efpccially the 
vicarious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being 
undergone in the Stead of Sinners. 

Ther. It has been fuppofed, and is affirmed too, 
that our SAVIOUR’s Obedience and Death were 
conducive to our Redemption, only in virtue of His 
FATHER’S Will and Appointment. 

Afp. I am glad it is fome Other, and not my The- 
ron, who efpoufes this Opinion. Which is highly 
injurious to the Dignity of our REDEEMER’* 
Perfon, and to the Merit of his Obedience.—Nei¬ 
ther is it very honourable to the Wifdom of the 
FATHER; unlefs We fuppofe Him therefore to 
have appointed the Death of CHRIST } becaufe 
He knew it would be a plenary Satisfaction; fully 
fufficient for the glorious Purpofe. 

And why fhould We ufe that weak inadequate 
Expreffion, conducive to our Redemption ? Would 
any One fay, of the “ holy and beautiful Houfe” 
which Solomon built. That it was conducive to the 
Accomplifliment of what Mafes foretold * ?— David’s 
Provifion of Stones, of Timber, and of Gold f, 
was, if You pleafe, conducive to it. But Solomon’s 
Aft was perfective of it; was the very Execution of 
the Thing itfelf. Such are the Obedience and 
Death of CHRIST j with refpeft to our Redemp¬ 
tion. 

Ther. But We forget the original Word, and 
negl?ft to enquire into its true Meaning. 

H 3 Jf/f. 

* Exod. xv. 17. ft Chron, xxix. 2. 
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Afp. The Word, which We tranflate Atonement., 
implies, in its primary Acceptation, the Notion of 
Covering. 1 hus the Ark was covered was over¬ 
laid with Pitch , within and without: that all its 
Chinks might be fecured, againft the infinuating 
Force of the Water; and all its Timber defended, 
from the Injuries of the liquid Element.—When an 
Object, in this or any other Manner, is covered 
over for Safety ; the Covering receives every Shock, 
and fujlains all Damages, which would otherwife 
fall upon the Thing covered. The Image, there¬ 
fore, is very pertinently ufed, to exprcl's the true 
evangelical Nature of Atonement; and the Word 
is ufed, with equal Propriety, to deferibe the Mercy- 
feat f. Which was a coftly covering for the Ark, 
made of pure Gold, and exactly commenfurate to 
that facied Repofitory. in this were lodged the 
Tables of the Law; whofc Precepts We have vio¬ 
lated, and to whofc Curfe We were fubject. Con- 
fequently the Mercy-feat, both by its Situation, 
its Extent, and its Office, prefigured the RE¬ 
DEEMER. Who, all pure and fpotlefs, inter¬ 
venes between the Law and the Offender; fulfils 
the Commands, and fuftains the Curfe of the for¬ 
mer ; merits Pardon, and procures Salvation for 
the latter. 

Obfervc fome delicate Flower. Having enter¬ 
tained our Eye with one beautiful Colour, it fud- 

denly 

* msa Thou (halt befmear, cover, or overlay, Gen. 
vi. 14. This is the firit Place, in which our Word oc¬ 
curs. It is fuppofed to give Us the genuine and native' 
benfe of the Phrafe—Perhaps, th tEngliJh Expreffion co¬ 
ver, may be derived from the Participle 3 B 3 cop her, 

f mas Exod. xxv. 17, 
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denly breaks, or gradually foftens into another, 
and gives Us a renewed Fleafure. Such, methinks, 
is the Import of this delightful Word.—Befides the 
preceding Signification, it is exprcllive of Hoar- 
froji *. Which, in a ferene, but fharp wintry 
Morning, covers the Houfcs; covers the Trees; 
covers the whole Face of the Earth. So, the Blood 
o( JESUS, according to the Plidmift’s Reprefen- 
tation, covers | all our Guilt, and hides every Of¬ 
fence. Infomuch that, when this Blood is applied 
by the Divine SPIRIT, the LORD fees no Ini¬ 
quity in Jacob J. He afts, as if He faw none; 
neither punilhes the Sinner, though his Conduct 
has been ever fo criminal; nor abhors the Sinner, 
though his Perfon has been ever fo polluted. 

The fame Expreflion is ufed with reference to a 
Covenant, and fignifies the Abolition of the Contra£t||. 
Which was done by cancelling the Deed; expung¬ 
ing the Articles of Stipulation, or reducing them 
to one intire Blot. By the Covenant of Works, 
all Mankind became obnoxious to Condemnation ; 

H 4 were 

* Ti 23 Pfal. cxlviii. 16. The Idea deduced from 
Hoar-froji, is not fo exadt and linking, in our northern 
Clime, as in the more fouthern Regions. 'There, the 
Exhalations and Dews being more copious, the Hoar- 
I'roll mull fall thicker, lie deeper, and more fully cor- 
refpond with the Notion of Covering. 

t Pfal. xxxii. 1. $ Numb, xxiii. zi. 

f II Ifai. xxviii. 18, n3D alolebitur. Pro frit fonat, oS- 
linetur, obliterabitur. Ejl enirn 133 Hebraic proprie quid 
cbducere, atque inde (cum obduda ftf obiita di/pareant) de- 
lere, abolere. (Thus, I apprehend, the Words lhould be 
pointed. According to the prefent Pundluation, at leaft 
in my Edition, I can make out neither Syntax nor Senfe.) 
Alluditur hoc loco ad Fcedera Scripto comprehenfa, quee abo- 
lentur & irrita Jiunt, fi Scriptura inducatur, cancella(ur t 
qntiquttur, obliteretur. Vi hung, m loc. 
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were bound over to Death. By the Grace of 
CHRIST our Obligation to Punifhment is dif- 
annulkd, . nd the hand-writing of Condemnation 
is blotted out. —Shou.d You afk, How this is effected? 
By paying a Ranfom, and offering a Sacrifice.— 
Should You farther enquire. Of what this Ranfom 
and this Sacrifice confifted ? Of nothing lefs than the 
precious Blood *, the ineftimable Life f, the di¬ 
vinely magnificent Perfcn of CHRIST J. 

Tier. Thefe then are the capital Ideas included 
in the original Word, a Covr' f .g by way of Dc*- 
fence ; a Covering by way of Concealment ; and a 
Blotting, in order to cancel. 

Afp. They are, 7 heron. —As the Brain (the Source 
of Scnfation) fends out various Detachments of 
Nerves, to animate and a£luate all the Parts of the 
vita! Syflem: So, this capital Idea, the Idea of 
Atonement , branches itfelf into a Variety of fubor- 
dinate, yet fimilar Significations. Which run 
through the whole Oeconomy of the Gofpcl, to 
enliven and quicken the Spirit of a Believer. Let 
me jnflance in a few Particulars. This richly fig- 
pifkant. Word - denotes—The exercife of divine 
Mercy |[—The Pardon of Sin §—A Cleanfing 
from t iuiltJH — Purging from Tranfgreffion 4 - 
Reconciliation for Iniquity **—The Pacifying of 

Wrath, 

.' * Not by she Blood of Goats andJCalves, but by bis own 
Bipod. Heb.,ix. ia. 

+ Tbt Soh of Man came to give his Life a Ranfom for 
Mfny. Mark x. ,45.. 

. X’W.hp through the eternal SPIRIT ofered Him(el£ 
•piitbout Spot-to G Op. Heb. ix. 14. 

. y Deut. xjtxii. 43... $ Peut. xja- 8. z Citron. 

MX. 18., , f Nt«ab.*xxv. 33. . 4 Pfal. Ixy, 3. 

Dan. ix. 34. 

5 
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Wrath*.—Do not thefe Paflages (each exprefled 
by feme Branch of the Verb, which conveys'to Us 
the Idea of atoning) plainly intimate—That the 
Atonement of C HR 1 ST is the meritorious Caufe 
of all thefe deferable Effedts; is the Foundation of 
every Adt of divine Goodnefs; and of every Bleiling 
vouchfafed to Sinners ? 


Ther. After all, this is the Confideration, which 
principally offends and perplexes me—G O D is a 
Spirit; an abfolutely perfect and infinitely pure Be¬ 
ing ; remote, inconceivably remote, from whatever 
is grofs or corporeal. How then can He take plea- 
fure, in the Effufion of Blood, or the Burning of 
Flefh ? How can any fuch low carnal Inducements, 
make Him merciful to Sinners; or appeafe, what 
You call, his Wrath ? 

Jjp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his Wrath. 
—You miftake our Dodtrine, my dear Ther on. We 
never maintain, that any Sacrifice whatever, not 
even the Propitiation of CHRIST 9 s Death, was 
intended to make GOD merciful. Only to make 
way for his eternal Purpofes of Mercy f, without 
any Prejudice cither to the Demands of his Law, 
or the Rights of his Juftice.—Our Sentiments on 
this Head, are exactly confonant to his own Decla¬ 
ration, and to his own Procedure, in the Cafe of 
Job' s calumniating Friends J. Though difpleafed 

with 


* Ezek. xvi. 63. 

+ Dim Kin Pfal. lxxviii. 38. Which, ex- 

aftiy Iran dated, fpeaks to this Effeft. HE, being full 
tf GenrpuJjhn, forgave their Sins through an Atonement, 
BemtfuU of CompaJJion, here is the firft impulfive Caufe 
—tiraifgh an Atonement , this is the proper appointed 
Way—of-gran ting Forgivenefs. 

1 ' ‘ f Sr*-Job xlii. 7, 8. 
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with their Conduct, He was merciful to their Per¬ 
sons. Neverthelefs, He would not exercife that 
Mercy, till they had firft offered a Sacrifice, and 
adted Faith in a dying SAVIOUR. 

Neither is it ever fuppofed; That the infinitely 
wife aitd pure G O D, can take Pleafure in the Ef- 
fufion of Blood, or the Burning of Flefh, fvnffy 
confidcred. This is difclaimed by the HOLY 
GHOST; Burnt-offerings and Offering for Sin 
Thou wouldiji not , neither hadfl Pleafure therein. 
The LORD had no Regard to them; took no 
Complacency in them ; only as they bore a Refer¬ 
ence to that noble and ineftimable Sacrifice, which 
brings the higheft Honour to his Name; which 
thofe flaughtered Animals exhibited in a Figure; 
and to which every true Ifraclite had a believing 
Regard. 

1 fay, had a believing Regard. For, it is affirmed 
by the Author to the Hebrews, That theGofpel was 
preached to the Jfraelitcs in the Wildernefs*.— What 
does He mean by the Gofpel ? The very Efience of 
this benevolent Scheme, according to the Apoftle’s 
own Definition, is. That CHRIST died for our 
Sins f.— How was this Gofpel preached to our Fa¬ 
thers in the Wildernefs ? It was preached to their 
Eyes, by many expreffive Emblems; efpecially, by 
flaughtered Animals, and bleeding Victims. By 
which CHRIST was almoft continually, though 
not fo evidently as in thefe latter Times, fet forth 
trucifiedX for Sinners. 

In this Senfe alone, thofe carnal Ufages were 
worthy the Wifdom of G O D to appoint, and the 
3 Majefty 

* Heb. iv. 2. | t Cor. xv. 3. J Gal. iii. I,, / 
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Majefty of GOD to accept.—This gave them a 
peculiar Dignity and Importance ; and fet them far 
above all the limilar Obl'crvances, ufed in the Hea¬ 
then Worfhip.— They were alfo, when thus explain¬ 
ed, thus improved, extremely profitable to Believers; 
as they directed their Contemplation to the future 
Sufferings of a S AV I OUR*, and ratified to their 
Faith the Benefits of his ever-operating Sacrifice. 
Which, We are allured by an infallible Voice, was 
effectual for the Redemption of the 7 ranfgrejjions under 
the f.rjl Covenant f • 

Tier, 

* See Ifai. liii. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. A£ts xvii. 3. 

■J- Ucb. ix. 15. When 1 refleft on thefe Words, 1 won¬ 
der how any One can a/Tert, That all the Jenvs died under 
the Cur ft of the Law .—Died under the Curfeof the Law! 
Even enough the Apoltle has wairanted it for a Truth, 
That All thefe (meaning Abraham, Sarah , Ifaac, Jacob, 
&c.) died in Faith. Hcb. xi. 13.—Even though He has 
elfewhere laid it down as a Maxim, So then they ’which 
are of Faith, in whatever Period of Time they live, or 
under whatever Difpenfation of Religion they worlhip, 
are bleffed with faithful Abraham. Gal. iii, 9.—Even 
though the Plainiiit, in one Place, affirms, Bleffed are 
they xchoje L)'nrighteoufnejftt are forgiven, and vshofe Sin is 
covered. And, in another Have, declares concerning 
Hiinfelf and his pious Cotemporaries; Look hovo wide 
the Eafl is from the IrVeJl! So far hath He fet our Situ 
from t/s. Pialm xxxil. 1. Pfalm ciii. 12. 

From thefe and many other Texts, 1 think, it is evi¬ 
dent, That the faithful Jtius no more died under the 
Curfe of the Law, than the faithful Chriftians. The 
Death of CHRIST procured the Pardon and Accept¬ 
ance of Sinners, even before He came in the Flefh. From 
the Beginning, He had covenanted with the FATHER, 
as their M E D 1 ATOR: and G O D, to whom all 
Things are prefent, faw the certain Accomplifliment of 
his Undertaking. He was therefore, by Virtue of the 
divine Decree, and in Point of favingEfficacy, A LAMB 
Jlain from the Foundation of the World. Though He laid 
down his Life in the Reign of Tiberius, He was a real 
REDEEMER in all Ages. 
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Ther. So You apprehend, that, in thofe Ufages, 
pra&ifed by the antient Jews , the Gofpel was em¬ 
blematically preached, and CHRIST in a Figure 
exhibited. 

Afp. Moft certainly, Thcron. And for this Caufe, 
under the I^aw, alnv/l all Things were purged with 
Blood*. The Multiplicity, the Variety, the Con- 
ftancy of their Sacrifices, were all defigned to im* 
prefs upon their Minds, and familiarize to their 
Thoughts, this great evangelical Truth.—Was any 
One overtaken by a Fault ? He muft prefent a Vic¬ 
tim, and the Prieft muft flay it, by way of Trefpafs- 
offering. To fignify, that the Guilt which was 
contracted, could be done away only by the aton¬ 
ing Death of CHRIST. —Had any One received 
a fignal Bleffing ? A Bcaft was flain by way of 
Peace-offering ; as a public Expreflion of Gratitude 
for the Mercy, and alfo as an emphatical Declara¬ 
tion, that all Good vouchfafed to fallen Man, is 
owing to the RE DEE M ER’s Ranfom.—Was 
any One to be inverted with the priejlly Office, or 
admitted to minifter in the SanCtuary ? A Ram or 
a Bullock muft bleed, for the Purpofes of Confe- 
cratlon and Atonement f. In order to teftify, that 
no Man can officiate with Acceptance in the Wor¬ 
ship of GOD: that no Service, though of a reli¬ 
gious Kind, can be pleafing in his Sight; till the 
former is interefted in the Merits, unlcfs the latter 
is recommended by the Death, of the great HIGH- 
PRIEST. 

And not only by their folemn facrificial ACls, but 
■even by their ordinary Meals, this grand Lefl'on was 
inculcated. They were forbidden to cat the Blood, 

in 

* Heb. ix. 22. f Lev. yin. 22. Numb. viii. 12. 
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in order to awaken and preferve in their Confciences, 
a reverential and fiducial Regard to the precious 
Blood of CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, 
affigning a Reafon for this facred Prohibition, fays 
exprefly, Becaufe the Blood makctb an Atonement for 
Tour Souls*: the Blood of Beafts typically, the 
Blood of CHRIST effectually.—O! that Chriffuins 
would, in this Particular, learn of Jews. Learn, 
at leaft, from Jewijh Ordinances, to have their At¬ 
tention inceffantly fixed on that Divine HIGH- 
PRIEST ; who, by one Offerings hath perfected for 
ever —not barely “ conduced or contributed to the 
“ Work,” but fully accomplifhed it. Hath ob¬ 
tained complete and everlafting Redemption for— 
them that are fanliified f. 

Tber. Some Offerings were made without any Ef- 
fufion of Blood. What could thofe mean ? Or how 
could they typefy the Sacrifice of CHR 1 ST? 

Afp. Perhaps, the Apoftle might forefee fuch an 
Objection, when He made ufc of that guarded Ex- 
preflion, almojl all Things were purged with Blood. 
—If, in thefe Cafes, there was no Effufion of Blood, 
yet there was a DeftruCtion of the Subftancc. The 
Meat-offerings were confirmed by Fire. Which is 
much the fame to inanimate Things, as fhedding 
of the Blood is to living Creatures.—The fame Efi¬ 
fed is aferibed to thefe Oblations, as to thofe of 
the fanguinary Kind. It is exprefly declared of the 
poor Man’s Sin-offering , which confifted of fine 
Flour, and was burnt upon the Altar, It Jhall mate 
an Atonement for Him %. —So that Here alfo was, 
what We may truly call a viftble Prediction of 

CHRIST ; 


* Lev. xvii. 11. 
11, iz, 13. 


f Heb. x. 14. 


J Lev. v. 



HO DIALOGUE Ilfi 

CHRIST. The Offerings which flamed, as well 
as the Vi&ims which bled, fhewcd forth our dying 
LORD. Whofe “ one Oblation of Himfelf once 
“ offered,” comprifed all the Qualities, and realized 
the whole Efficacy, reprefented by every other Sa¬ 
crifice *. 

Thcr. Another odd CircUmffance has often given 
tneDifguft, and been apt to prejudice me againft the 
Inftitutions of the Old Teftamcnt. Many of them 
appear mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile. 
“ Can thefe, I have laid within myfelf, be Ordained 
“by a GOD of infinite Wifdom, and tranfeen- 
“ dent Glory? Can We reafonably imagine, that 
“ a Mandate fhould be iffued from the Court of 
“ Heaven, on purpofe to forbid the Boiling, and 
“ inioin the Roofing of fome particular Piece 
“ of Meat r—Will the great RULER of the 
“ Skies, concern Himfelf about the precife Man- 
“ ner of kiting one infignificant lliid, and rc- 
'■'■leafing another J ?—Will He, who claims the 
“ Worfltip of the Heart, have fuch an efpecial 
“ Regard to a Drop or two of defpicable Blood, 
“ put upon the Tip of the Right-car, or the Thumb 
“ of the Right-hand || ?—Surely, fuch childifh Ce- 
“ remonics are too minute and trivial for the No- 
“ ticc, much more for the folemn Appointment, of 
“ the fupreme M A J E S T Y.” 

Jfp. 

* For this Reafon, it is thought, the Apoftle ftyles 
the Sacrifice of C HRIS T, vfecrloo-i Better Sa¬ 

crifices. Becaufe, this one Sacrifice comprehended the 
whole Virtue, and procured every Benefit, fignified by 
all the other. Heb, ix. 23. 

+ Exod. xii. 9. J Lev. xiv. 4, 5, 6 , 7. 

|| Exod. xxix. 20. 
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Afp. You will pleafe to remember, that, when 
thofe Ceremonies were ordained, it was the Infamy*, 
at lcaft the Minority of the Church. If Wc advert 
to this Circumftance, We lhall have Reafon to ad¬ 
mire, both the all-comprehending Wifdom, and the 
no lefs condefccnding Goodncfs, of J E H O V A H. 
—His all-comprehending IViflom , in conforming, fo 
accurately and fo minutely, the Type to the Event. 
Though the former was eftabliflied long, long be¬ 
fore the latter exifted. Many Ages before the De- 
fire of Nations appeared, his Picture was drawn ; 
was prefented to public View ; and is now found 
to correfpond, in every Feature, with the illuftrious 
Origi nal. What Hand could be equal to fuch a Talk? 
Only the Hand of an Omnifcicnt LIM N E R.—• 
His condefccnding Goodnefs, in adapting the Tenour 
of his Revelation to the State of his People; fpeak- 
ing unto them , even as unto Bales f. Not by naked 
Precepts, or abflracted Truths; but by earthly 
Similitudes J, and (if I may fo exprtfs myfelf) by 

embodied 

* St. Paid calls the Church of thofe Times »w@u. 
An Infant, or Babe, Gal. iv. i, 3. And the ceremonial 
Inftitutions have been ftyled, with as much Truth as 
Ingenuity, Evangclium ehmentare id prrtliminare. 
f 1 Cor. iii. 1. 

f This feems to be our LORD’s Meaning, when 
He fays to Nicodemus, If I have told you earthly 'Things. 
He had been treating of that internal fpiritual Renova¬ 
tion, which is the Root and Spring of all Holinefs. He 
had been fpeaking of that Divine SPIRIT, whofe 
gracious and almighty Agency produces this defirable 
Change. The Nature of the former was reprefented, 
under the Similitude of a Birth-, by which We enter 
upon a new State, and habituate Ourfelves to new Prac¬ 
tices, Pleafures, Purfuits. The Operations of the latter 
were deferibed, by the common and well-known Proper- 
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embodied Inftrufiions. Such as were level to their 
low Capacities, and calculated to affedt their dull 
Apprehenfions. 

The Inftitutions to which You allude, were un¬ 
doubtedly mean and trifling, if confidered in them- 
felves. Accordingly, their majeftic AUTHOR 
cautions his People, againft fuch erroneous and un¬ 
worthy Notions. “ I fpake not unto your Fathers , 
** nor commanded, them , in the Day that I brought them 
“ out of the Land of Egypt, concerning Burnt-offerings 
** or Sacrifices*. It was not my De'figtt, that they 
** fhould acquiefce in the Shadow, - and negledt the 
“ Subftance. I never intended, that they Ihould 
** reft in the Porch j but pafs through thefe infe- 
“ rior Ordinances, to much fublimer Things. 
“ CHRIST and fpiritual Bleffings were princi- 

pally in my View. To which all the Mofaical 
“ Ufages were relative, fubfervient, and one con- 
** tinual Mandu&ion.”—Confidered in this Light j 
as bearing a Reference to the ever-bleffed MEDIA¬ 
TOR ; as Emblems of his Perfon, or Pledges of 
his Grace ; they acquire a real Magnificence, and 
convey the moft falutary Leflons. 

The Blood put upon the Tip of the Right-Ear, 
and the Thumb of the Right-Hand, derives our 
ferfonal Application of the Death of CHRIST. 
Without which all its Virtue, though boundlefs 

and 

ties of the Wind .—This He mentions as a plain and 
familiar Method of teaching: this He oppoies to the 
more elevated Strain of telling Him heavenly Things', or 
delivering refined and exalted Truths, not accommo¬ 
dated to a low Capacity, not brought within the Com- 
pafs of an infantile Underftanding, by an Affimilatioa 
to fenfible Objects. John iii. 12. 

* Jer. vii. 22. 
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»nd inconceivable, will profit Us nothing. Thofe 
particular Parts of the Body, may fignify the per¬ 
ceptive and executive Faculties: in both which Wa 
offend, and for both which We need the great Pro¬ 
pitiation.—Of the two Birds You mention, one 
was to be killed, the other was to fly away, after 
it had been dipped in the Blood of its "Fellow. 
Thus the LORD JESUS was flain for our 
Sins: and We being wajbed in his Blood; being 
interefted in the Atonement of our holy Vidlim, 
and elder Brother; are acquitted from Guilt, and 
efcape Condemnation. — Concerning the Pafchal 
Lamb, it was particularly enjoined ; That the Flefh 
Jhould not be eaten raw, nor fodden with water, but 
roafled with Fire. As to every Offering from the 
Herd or from the Flock, the Fat and the Inwards 
were, by an exprefs Command of G OD, delivered 
up to the devouring Flame. All this was an Em¬ 
blem of that tremendous Indignation, which is 
poured out like Fire*-, which feized our immaculate 
SACRIFICE, that it might /pare polluted Sin¬ 
ners ; and which muft have confirmed utterly any 
Mediator, who was lefs than infinite, or other 
than divine. 

Had You, while unacquainted with experimental 
Philofophy, beheld our renowned Newton ; blowing, 
with great Affiduity and Attention, his little watery 
Bladders into the Air j You would, probably, have 
defpifed the venerable Philofopher, and have thought 
him an hoary Idiot. But when You was made to 
underftand j That, in every one of thofe volatile 
fopy Bubbles, He difeovered the beauteous Colours 
of the Rain-bow j That, from this feemingly childifli 

Voi.. I. I Experi- 

• Nah. i. 6, 
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Experiment, He explained the Formation of the 
fineft Appearance in Nature; You would then en¬ 
tertain a different Notion both of the Man and of 
his Employ.— So, v.r.’n You difeern the bieffed 
JESU S, looking forth a; ihefe JVtndtms, find Jhew- 
ing Himjelf through , 'uje Lattices * of the Jcwijh 
Oeconomy; You will, I hop- , conceive a higher 
Opinion of them, aiiu derive richer Advantage 
from them, 

Ther. There are feveru; Vafins, as well as ritual 
Obfervances, of a very fingu r Character, mentioned 
in the Mofaic Law. The Lepa , for Inftanre, the Na- 
%aritc , with others of the fame antiquated and gro- 
tefquc Stamp. Thefe are not only mentioned, but 
their Cafe is very circumftantially, and with no 
fmall Solemnity, deferibed. All which feem, to 
me at Jcaft, fo many pompous, but unmeaning Nar¬ 
ratives ; that convey no manner of Edification to 
Readers in the prefent Age.—I have frequently had 
an Inclination, and now I have a proper Opportu¬ 
nity, to afk your Opinion upon thefe Points. 

Afp. I am obliged to You, Theron, for giving me 
the Hint. What You propofe, is by no Means fo¬ 
reign to the Topic of our Difcourfe.—Thofc Pcr- 
fons were truly remarkable j neither are the Pecu¬ 
liarities 

* Cant::. 3 i. 9. The Word, in the firft Edition, is 
fourifiling through. It was taken from the Hebrew, 
without confulting the Englijh Bible, and is a literal 
Tranflation of f>*D. Which fignifies more than barely 
Jhewing Himfelf-, (hewing Himfelf with Luftre and Beauty. 
Like a delicate Flower, in its molt blooming State, and 
all its gloffy Colours.—Yet flouriflting through Lattices j 
manifefting Himfelf, not completely, but in part; con¬ 
cealing fome, while He reveals much, of his mediato¬ 
rial Gjory. 
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liarities of their Cafe recorded in vain. They pic~ 
ture out, in difmal and delightful Colours, the Sin¬ 
ner and the S A VIO U R.—To know Ourfclves, 
and to know CHRIST , is true Wifdom ; is in¬ 
deed the Confummation of all Knowledge. Here, 
We have a Lecture of hieroglyphical Induction, 
On both thofc important Subjects. 

The Leper* was an Emblem of a Sinner. —His 
Dileafe extremely afflictive to Himfelf, and intole¬ 
rably loathfome to others. Sin likewife is the JorcJl 
of all Miferies, to the Wretch who commits it; 
and molt Jetjlahly odious, to the GOD who for¬ 
bids it.—The Leper was fecluded from the Benefits 
of Society , and all Communication with his Fellow- 
citizens. The Sinner alfo, while impenitent and 
unpardoned, is an Alien from the Commonwealth 
of Ifrael f; without any Enjoyment of the Com¬ 
forts, or any Intereft in the Privileges of the Gof- 
pel. If He dies in this Condition, He muft be for 
ever Jhut.out from the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
ever cut off l rom the Prefence of the LORD. 

The Contagion was fometimes fo pejlilent\ that 
it not only tainted the Clothes of the Dileafcd, but 
fpread itfelf over the Walls of his Houle, and in¬ 
fected the Timber of the Beams. It was i'ome- 
times fo inveterate ; that there was no other poffible 
Way of eradicating it, but only by burning the 
Garment, and demolifliing the Building. Does 
not this give Us a clear, but melancholy View, of 
original Corruption ? Which has transfufed its Poi- 
fon, through all the Faculties of the Soul, and all 
the Members of the Body. Nor will ever be in- 
I 2 tirely 

* .Set Lev. C|iap, xiii, »r. f Eph.il. it. 
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tirely expelled, till Death releafes the former, and 
configns the latter to the Duft. 

What could cure this terrible Diftemper, even in 
its mildejl State ? Not all the Balm of Gilead ; not 
all the Drugs on a thoufand Hills ; nothing but the 
conjccrated Oil and facrifcial Blood, duly applied by 
the High-Prieft. And what can heal the Difor- 
•ders of our fallen Souls ? So far heal them, as to 
purge away their Guilt, and fubdue the Prevalence 
of their Iniquities ? No Adts of Mortification, no 
Vigilance, nor any Efforts of our own ; nothing 
but the atoning Death, and fanliifying SPIRIT 
of the bleffed JESUS. The Malignity and Viru¬ 
lence of this Plague of the Heart, are abfolutely 
incorrigible by any other Remedy. But, blefled 
be divine Grace, this Remedy, provided by our 
great HIG H-PRIE S T, and adminiftcred by our 
great PH Y S 1 C I AN, is fovereign, is infallible. 

The Cafe of the Nazaritcs * was the very reverfe 
of the State of the Lepers. Her Nazarites , Jeremiah 
fays, were purer than Snow, they were whiter than 
Milk ; they were more ruddy in Body than Rubies, their 
PollJhing was of Sapphires f. A faint Representa¬ 
tion of the only begotten SON, who is the fairejl 
among ten thoufand the Brightnefs of his F A- 
T H E R’s Glory, and the exprefs Image of his 
Perfon; both GOD and Man in one facrcd, 
wonderful, adorable SAVIOUR.— They, during 
the Time of their Separation, abftained from Wine j 
withdrew from fecular Bufinefs; avoided every Kind 
of Pollution ; and dedicated themfelves, in an efpe- 
cial Manner, to the Service of GOD. A Type 
of that glorious HAZARITE , who was feparated, 

for 

• See Numb. chap. vi. f Lam. iv. 7. 
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for a Seafon, from the Fruitions of Heaven: who 
was holy, harmlefs, and undefiled, both in his 
Nature and all his Converfation: who fanflified 
Himfelf, and devoted his Life and Labours, his 
Soul and Body, to the Glory of his FATHER, 
and the Redemption of his People.-—The Na%a- 
rites , even when they had difcharged their Vow, 
and were ceremonially clean, yet were obliged to 
offer a Sin* offering, a Burnt-offering, and a Peace- 
offering. So, the great REDEEMER, though 
He had pcrfdly obeyed all the preceptive Parts of 
the divine Law, yet was required to offer up a Sa¬ 
crifice—even the incomparably precious Sacrifice of 
Himfelf—in order to confummate the Work of our 
Salvation, 

Ther. Have You a fufficient Warrant, for this 
Strain of Interpretation ? Is it found, is it rational, 
or conformable to any authentic Standard of fcrip- 
tural Expofition ? Methinks, it looks more like the 
Child of Fancy, than the Offspring of Judgment} 
more like the Sally of a fportive Imagination, than 
the Refult of a fober Difquiiition. 

You cannot be ignorant, dfpafio, how the ruling 
Paffion tinftures the whole Conduct. Hence it is, 

I apprehend, that your religious Inamoratoes find hea¬ 
venly Beauties, where Scripture intended no more 
than natural Truths. Hence it is, that they turn 
plain Fads into profound Figures, and allegorize 
common Senfe into pious Abfurdity.—Have You 
never feen the myflic Interpretations of fome antient, 
and I may add, fome modern Divines ? The Honefty 
of their Defign is tranfparent, and the Piety of their 
Hearts i? pnqueftionable; otherwife, We fhould be 
13 tempte4 
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tempted to fufpeil, thnt they meant to burlefqut 
the Scriptures, and difgrace their Author. 

Who can ever perfuade Himftlf, that the fu- 
premcly wife GOD, would fend Us to fearch lor 
a Body of Divinity , in a Bundle of Rods? Or fet Us 
to fpin all the Myfteries of Ciiriilianity, from a 
few f leeces of Wool, ring-Jlreakcd., fp celled, and 
/potted* * * § ? Thus to expound the Scriptures, is, not 
to open them clearly, and apply them judicioufiy, 
but rather to whip them into Froth f. 

Jfp. We have the Authority of our LORD 
Himfelf. Who has informed Us—That the Iraxcn 
Serpent lifted up in tiie Wiidernefs £, was figurative . 
pf his own Sufpcniion and Death on the Crofs.—• 
That the 'Temple, built on Mount Sion, was typical 
of his immaculate Body, in which dwelt all the 
Fulnefs of the G O D U E A D |j.—That the Pro¬ 
phet Jonah, lodged in the Belly of the Whale, and 
difeharged from that llrange Confinement, on the 
third Day was an Emblem of his own defeend- 
ing into the Grave, and riling again before his 
Eiefli law Corruption. 

We have allb the Teftimony and the Practice of 
the chit-fell of the ApofHes, for our Warrant. 
Speaking of IIa gar and Sarah, He exprefly fays: 
Which Things are an Allegory. A figurative Tranf- 
a&ion; where one Thing is done, another defigned; 
or the apparent Hiflory, comprehends a latent Myf- 
tery.—He alTurcs Us, That the Rock fmitten by 

A'hjes, 


* Gen. xxx. 39. 

f I.other ufed to call fuch far-fetched and unnatura) 
Allegoric,, Spumam Scriplura. 

t John ili. 14. II John ii, 19, 21. Col. ii. 5-. 

§ Matt. xii. 39, 40. 3 
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Mops, had a Reference to CHRIS T*-, who was 
wounded for our Sin?, and is the Foundation of 
our Hopes. 1 hat the Waters, Bluing at the Stroke, 
were fignificative of thofe fpiritual Bleflings, which 
flow from a crucified S AV IOU R. T hat, as the 
former followed the Sons of Jacob, through all the 
Circumvolutions of their tedious Journey; the lat¬ 
ter accompany the Difciples of JESUS, in every 
Stage of their earthly Pilgrimage.—Let the-great 
Teacher of the Gentiles be cur Kxpofitor; and We 
fhall fee the Veil of the Temple dignified with a Sig- 
nificancy, richer far than its coftly Materials, and 
curious Workmanlhip. Its Silk and Lmbroidery 
exhibit, to the Eye of Faith, the pure and fpotlefs 
Flelh of CHRIST\. As, by rending the mate¬ 
rial Veil, the Holy of Holies became visible and 
accefliblc; fo, by piercing the Body, and fpilling 
the Blood of CHRIST, the GOD of Heaven,, 
was manifcjlcd in all his Goodncfs, and the King¬ 
dom of Heaven was opened to all Believers. 

Every Reader rnuft admire thofe divided Waves ; 
which, inftead of overwhelming the Ifraelites with a 
rcfiftlei's Deluge, flood like a Wall of Defence on 
their Right-hand, and on their left, as they marched 
through the Depths of the Sea.—Every Reader muft 
admire that fufpended Cloud, which fpread itfelf like 
a fpacious Canopy over the Hofts of Ifrael-, and 
fereened them from the annoying Sun-beams, as 
they' palled through the fultry Defart |.—Our 
1 4 Admi- 

• i Cor. x. 4. f Heb. x. 20. 

J It is faid. That the Ifraelites , pafling through the 
Defarts of Arabia , faw not a green Tree, nor a lhady 
Spot, for many Months. If fo, this miraculous Cloud, 
this grand Umbrella, muft be unfpeakably ferviceable 
and refrelhing. 
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Admiration muft be heightened, when We find 
thaty which was a Cloud by Day, becoming a Pillar 
of Fire by Night; and illuminating their Camp 
with the moft amazing, as well as the moft clear¬ 
ing Splendor.—But St. Paul difeerned a greater 
Glory, and a deeper Defign, in thefe unparalleled 
Events. The People, He fays, were baptised unto 
Mofes , in the Cloud paid in the Sea*. Thefe fym- 
bolically reprefented, The Baptifm of Water and 
of Fire ; or the Application of CHRIST’S Blood 
to our Souls, and the Efficacy of his S PI RI T on 
our Hearts. In the fbrmer of which, confifts our 
Juftification; from the latter of which, proceeds 
our Sandification. 

I fear, You would think my Difcourfe, fomc- 
what like the Journey juft now mentioned, if I was 
to touch upon the Ordinances of the civil Confti- 
tution. The Ox not to be muzzled, in treading 
out the Com f; was a virtual Provifion for the 
Maintenance of Minifters, who “ labour in the 
w Word and Podrine.” The Fields not to be 
lowed with divers Kinds of Seed ; Linen and 
Woollen not to be intermingled in the fame Ma¬ 
nufacture X ; feem to prohibit all diffimilar and un¬ 
natural Combinations. Efpecially of a Believer 
and Infidel, in the Bond of Marriage; or of hu¬ 
man Righteoufnefs and divine, in the Cafe of Juf¬ 
tification. Thefe Particulars, with others of the 
fame Nature, I pafs over. But I muft not wholly 
omit the Kpiftle to the Hebrews. Which is the 
moft unexceptionable Vindication, as well as the 
faultlefs Model, of allegorical Expofftion. 

It 

* i Cor. x. a. f Deut. xxv. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 9,19^ 
1 Ltviu xix. 19. 
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It is delightful to obferve, what Propriety of 
Addrefs, the infpired Writer ufes. He fpeafcs to 
the Jews, in their oivn Way: alludes to their own 
Ufages, Ordinances, and Ceremonies: proves theta 
to be Types of, and Guides to, a more clear, a 
more benign, and in all refpe&s a more excellent* 
Oeconomy. More particularly He difplays the 
tranfeendent Superiority of C H R I ST and his Gifts, 
even to thofe Perfons and Privileges, which they 
held in the higheft Efteem. Thefe, like the Morn¬ 
ing Star, were introductory to, yet totally eclipfed 
by, the rifing Sun. 

They had exalted Apprehenfvons of the Angelic 
Excellencies. The Apoftle therefore celebrates the 
REDEEMER, as the LORD whom Angels 
obey, as the GOD whom Angels adore.-—They 
always reckoned Mojis to be the firjl Favourite of 
Heaven, and chief among the Children of Men. 
He lets them know, that Adofes, with all his extra¬ 
ordinary Endowments, was but a Servant in the 

Houle 

* He ftyles the legal Oblations, and indeed the whole 
Service of the JewiJh aanttuary, The Example and Sha¬ 
dow of heavenly Things ; or of C H RI ST JESUS, and 
evangel.cal Worfhip, and fpiritnal Hleifings, Heb. viiu 
5. — TwoiuffAa, the Pattern : fomewhat like the Strokes, 
penciled out upon a Piece of fine Linen ; which prelent 
You with the Figure of Sprigs, of Leaves, and of 
Flowers; but have not yet received their fplendid Co¬ 
lours, their curious Shades, and beautiful Enrichments, 
from the Labours of the Needle.—Sx«», A Jhadowy Re- 
prtfer.tation : which gives You fome dim and imperfect 
Jdea of the Body ; but not the fine Features, not the dif- 
tinguifhing Air, none of thofe living Graces, which 
adorn the real Perfon.—Yet, both the Pattern and the 
Shadbw lead our Minds to fomething nobler than them- 
felves. The Pattern, to that which completes it; the 
^hadoW, to that which occajiont it. 
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Houfe of JESUS. It was his grcateft Honour, to 
miniitcr unto i.hi$ Prince of Peace.—As the Pritft- 
hood and hEdifices were foine of their diftinguift:- 
ing Privileges; He (hews the Pre-eminence of 
CHRJST’s Office to all the Aaronic Orders. He 
demonftrates the extenfive and everlafting Efficacy 
of his one Atonement; in Preference to every Form, 
and the whole temporary Series of Levitical Ob¬ 
lations. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I mud acknowledge, the 
Book of Levitical Ceremonies is fignificant and edi¬ 
fying. Whereas, abftraded from this evangelical 
Improvement, nothing can be more empty and je¬ 
june. I once thought, that, to perufe thofe obfo- 
lete Canons, was like fitting down to an Entertain¬ 
ment of dry Bones. But, if fuch be their Import, 
they may yield Marrow and Fatncfs to the attentive 
Mind. « 

Due Care, however, fhould be taken, not to fup*. 
pofe a Type, where there is no apparent Foundation 
of Analogy in the Thing itfelf; or no Hint of this 
Feature given Us by the unerring SPIRIT. Left, 
inftcad of being guided by Truth, We are bewildered 
by Fancy.—And, when cither or both thefe Handles 
prelent themfelves, 1 think, We fhould beware of 
ftraining the Subject, beyond the Bounds of a jujl 
and reafonable Comparifon. Left, inftead of follow¬ 
ing the Clue, We ftretch it till it breaks.—If the 
firft Caution is not obferved, the Senfc of Scripture 
•will lie fo deep, or be removed to fuch a Diftance j 
that none but Peifons of the moft acute Difcern- • 
ment, can find it; or none but Perfons of the moft: 
excurfive Imagination, can reach it. If the fecond 
is not regarded, the Meaning of thofe divine Vo¬ 
lumes 
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lumcs will become fo vague and volatile, that there 
will hardly remain any Poffibility of alcertaining or 
fixing it. 

Jjp. As to the Expedience and Neceflity of thefe 
Cautionary Limitations *, I have the Pleafure of 
agreeing entirely with my Friend,—Let our Fancy 
lubmit to the Reins of Judgment, otherwife her 
Excurfions will be wild and luv.-l.fs. Let our Zeal 
borrow' the Lyes of Discretion, otherwife her Efforts 
yvill be blind and extravagant. And let all, thus 
tempered, thus regulated, be under the Influence 
of enlightening Grace. Then, to fpiritualizc the 
aiuicnr Sculptures, will be to convert the Stones 
of the Sanctuary into the Jewels of a Crown ; and 
to fetch, not Water only, but Milk and Honey, 
from the Unity Rock. 

Then, how pleafing muff: it be, as v/ell as in- 
ftruftive, to difeover the bleffed JESUS , in all 
the Inftitutions of the Mofaic Law f.—'Fo fee his 
Incarnation prefigured by the Feaft: of Tabernacles %. 
When the Jfraeliies were to rclinquifli their Houfcs, 

and 

* The Cautions, necefiary to be ufed on this Occafion, 
@re more copioufly and very particularly laid down, by 
Witjius in it s Mijcrllanea, pag. 673, &c. Concerning 
which Rules, oui elegant and judicious Authorobferves; 
Hsefunt allegoricarttm Lf typicarum Interprelationum Leges. 
Quibusfprttis ingle fiijquc, Jiquts IngenioJuo indulgent, ip- 
feque febi myjticos Scnjus excogitet, ut ca quae Junt rmf’70 
locuttones plan*, in nrrn senignata transforms-, is non 
Scnfitm Dei, Jed Cerebri Jni oltrudit Figment a ; et, ut Hic- 
toitymus ait, in Scripturis iymphatico errore verfatur. 

f Agreeably to the juft and beautiful Obfervation of 
Tkeodoret ; Oca. 0 >0^.0; tcr-tafcap-ecs ravla 0 Xpirof TtXewi{ 
ypapro-t. What the Law fetched cut in a Jhado wy Draught, 
[1 HRIST exhibited in real Life and Subjlance. 

■ J Lev. xxiii. 34, 40, 42. 
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and lodge in Booths. Even as the SON of GOB 
left the Ucfom of his FATHER, and the Seat* 
of Elifs, to inhabit a Cottage of Clay, and fojourn 
in a Vale of Tears.—To fee our fpotlcfs and Di¬ 
vine VICTIM, typically flain at the joyful So¬ 
lemnity of the Pajfover , and thcanniverfary Feaft of 
Expiatien. —To lee his Death, that ineftimable Ran- 
fom for our Souls, prcfented to our Faith, in every 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice * : his Interceilion, 
that prevailing Recommendation of our Prayers, 
moft fwcetly expreffed by the rich Inccnfe, which 
attended the facred Rite.—To fee the various Me¬ 
thods of Purification', fome pointing at the Foun¬ 
tain f for Sin and for Uncleannefs, opened in our 
REDEEMER’S bleeding Heart; others referring 
to thofe fandifying Operations of the SPIRIT, 
■which ad as a Refiner’s Fire J, or as Fullers Sope .— 
To fee, in the City of Refuge ||, that inviolable Sanc¬ 
tuary, that moft perfed Security, which CHRIST* s 
meritorious Sufferings, yield to the believing, and 
tender to every Sinner. 

Was it fo very affeding, and fo very encouraging 
to /Eneas , when He beheld the Story of the Trojan 
Heroes, pidured upon the Walls of the Carthaginian 
Temple § ? How much greater Encouragement and 

J °7 

• Exod. xxix. 38, 39. f Exod. xxix. 4. Numb, 
xix. 18. Pfal. li. 7. $ Numb. xxxi. 23. Ifai. iv. 4. 

|| Numb. xxxv. ii, 12. 

Virg. /En. 1. 454, tcc. JEneas, fhipwrecked 
upon a- Ccail unknown, goes abroad, accompanied with 
a fingle Friend, in order to make Difcoveries. To learn 
the Name of the Country, the Nature of the Inhabitants, 
and what Treatment Himfelf and his Companions were 
likely to find. Wandering in this Manner, He enter* 
a llately Temple, adorned with hiftorical Paintings. 
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Jfoy muft arife in the Chrifiian’s Breaft, when He 
perceives the amiable Lineaments of his Everlaft- 
ing FRIEND, pourtrayed in all the Peculiarities 
of the JtwiJh Worftiip, and in the moft diftinguifh- 
ing Events of the fewijh Hifiory! This muft highly 
ennoble the Bible, and inexpreffibly endear it to 
our Affections. This fpreads Lujire , Life, and 
Glory, through every Page of that bleffed Book.— 
Though 1 would beware of indulging, what might 
be called a pious Wantonnefs of Imagination ; yet 
I fhould much rather choofe, in expounding the 
Scriptures, to ramble a little with Augujline , among 
the Groves, the Fountains, and the Flowers of the 
Gofpel i than to ftumble with Grotius *, amidft the 
dark and barren Defarts of unevangelival Criticifnr. 
1 would fee, or think I fee my S AVI OUR, where 
it may not, perhaps, be eafy to make out the Traces 
of his Dignity, to the Satisfaction of a rigorous En¬ 
quirer ; rather than fhut mv Eyes upon the Difplay 
of his Perfections, when they beam forth with the 
moft inviting Beauty. 

Ther, 

And what are the Subjects of thefe fine Decorations? 
To his great Surprife, and equal oatisfa&ion, He finds 
them to be the Trojan War, and the Exploits of his 
Countrymen. This Incident aftefts Him extremely. 
Difpels his Fears; animates his Hopes; and turns hii 
jDrfpondency into Confidence. 

* Grotius, it is too we 1 known, could not, or would 
not fee the Perfon and the Sufferings of CHR 1 ST, even 
in the liiid. Chapter of Ijaiub. No, not in that Chapter, 
where the Earl of Rcchejler law fuch a bright and endear¬ 
ing Maniteftation of the REDEEMER’S Grace, as 
laid the Foundation for his extraordinary Converfion. 
Strange! that a learned and renowned Expofitor, fhould 
have lefs fpiritual Difcernment, fliould be abundantly 
, more dim-lighted, (yautra^ut) thau a diflblute andinfa- 
too iu Libertine. * 
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Ther. How foon is our Walk finished! How im¬ 
perceptibly has the Time ftole away!—Thefe Gar¬ 
den- Gates 1 always ufed to approach with a particular 
Complacency. They feemed to afford me a wel¬ 
come Retreat from the Impertinence and Vanity of 
the World. Now, methinks, 1 enter them with 
Relu&ance. Becaufe, they are likely to put a Pe¬ 
riod to this agreeable Converfation.—However, as 
my Afpafio ei ters with me, I am reconciled, 1 ant 
fatisfied. It will be in his Power to reftore the 
Pleafure, which muft now be interrupted. And 
this is what I fhall ere long reqiuft; bccaufe, I 
have not fpoke my whole Mind upon the prefent 
Subjefl. 

Afp. Whenever You think proper, Thcron. This 
is, to me, a favourite Subject: and not to me only, 
but to incomparably better judges.—The Man, 
who had been caught up into the third Heavens, 
and feen the Vifions of GOD, determined to know 
nothing but JESUS CHRIST and Ilim cruci¬ 
fied*. —At the grandeft Affembly, that ever was 
convened on Earth, this furnifhed the principal , if 
not the only Topic of Converfation.—And in that 
World, where the Voice of Joy and Thankfgiving 
is perpetually heard, this conftitutes the Burden of 
the Song ; Thou wajl flain , and hajl redeemed Us to 
COD by thy Blood 

f 1 Cor. ii. 2. f Rev. v. 9. 
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DIALOGUE IV, 


T H E R O N. 

I M U S T now defire my Jlffwjio to inform me 
—Of whom that grand Aflembly confifted, 
(which He mentioned in the Clofe of our laft 
Difcourfe) and where it was convened ? 

Jfl>. Can’t you guefs, Theron ?—Was it in the 
Plains of ThcJJ'uly ; when Xerxes drew together the 
Forces of more than half the known World, and 
appeared at th* Head of all the Potentates of the 
Eaft?—-Was it in the Roman Forum j when the 
Senators were afiembled in their Robes, and the 
Barbarians took them for a Synod of Gods ?—No j 
it was on the Mount of Transfiguration. Where the 
SON of the true GOD, the LORD of eter¬ 
nal Glory, flione forth in fome of his eeleftial and 
native Splendour ; with Garment* white as the 
new-fallen Snows *, and a Countenance bright as 

the 

* Mari ix. 3. The Evangelift’s Defcription is, like 
the Scene, remarkably bright ; and the Gradation of hi* 
Images, is almoft as worthy of Obfervation, as the mew 
morable Fait.—The Garments were white—-exceeding 

white 
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the meridian Sun. Where He converfed with twb 
of his moft diftinguifhed Saints, juft come down 
from the Regions of Blifs and Immortality: wife 
Mofes the meek Deliverer of the Law, and with 
Elijah the refolute Reftorer of its Honours. Where 
He was attended by three of his principal Ambafla-t 
dors; who were to be the Reformers of Mankind* 
and the Lights of the World. 

This, 1 think, is the moft venerable and auguft 
Aflcmbly, which the Annals of Hiftory have re¬ 
corded.—And what was the Topic of Converfation* 
among thefe illuftrious Perfonages ?—Not the Af¬ 
fairs of State, nor the Revolutions of Empire j not 
the curious Refinements of Literature, nor the 
Wonderful Difcoveries of Philofophy; but thd igno¬ 
minious and bloody Exit*, which the Divine JESUS 
was foon to make at JeruJalem.— This Circumftance, 
methinks, (hould recommend the Subject to our fre¬ 
quent Difcourfe ; even though it was lefs eminent, 
for intrinfic Dignity, and comfortable Import. 

Talking in this manner, they arrive at the Park. 
Which, the Moment You enter, fills the .View with 

its 

J* 

white-white as the Snow —'whiter than any Fuller oil 
Earth could make them—furpaffing all the Works of Art, 
equaling the firft and fineft Produfhonsof Nature.—Nzyi 
fo great was the Luftre, fo fweetly yet fo ftrongly reful¬ 
gent, that it glifiered (dink r»xC«»l«) like the Lightning, 
and even dazaled the Sight. 

* Does not this very delicately, yet very forcibly in¬ 
timate, That the Sufferings and Dea h of CHRIST, 
were the principal End of the Mtfaic Inftitu lions, and. 
the principal Subjeft of the Prophetic 1 ,cachings? For, 
is it not natural to fuppofe, that Mofes and Elijah intend* 
ed, when miniAering on Earth, that very Thing, whicfy 
their Converfation dwelt apon, when they defcendetfc 
from Heaven l . v 
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its bold, enlarged, and magnificent Sweep.—It was 
diverfified with level and rifing Ground. Here, 
(cooped into mimic Amphitheatres \ with the Detr 
pendent on the little Summit, or (hooting down the 
eafy Precipice. There, raifet into gentle Hillocks} 
Come of which weie canopied with a large, fpread- 
ing, folitary Oak ; others were tufted with a Cluf- 
ter of tapering and verdant Elms. Two or three 
Cafcadesy gleaming from afar, as they poured along 
the flanting Rock, or the grafiy Slope, gave a pleat¬ 
ing V ariation to the Proi'ped. While they ftartled 
the timorous unexperienced Fawns, with their foam¬ 
ing Current, and watery Roar .—Grandeur and Sim¬ 
plicity feemed to be the Genius of the Place. Every 
Thing breathed an Air of noble Negligence, and 
artlefs Majefty. 

In the Center of all, rofe a curious, romantic 
Mount.—-Its Form was exactly round. Somewhat 
like a Sugar-loaf, whofe Cone is lopt off, a little 
below the Point.—Not coeval with Nature, but the 
Work of human Induftry. Thrown up, ’tis fup- 
pofed, in thofe perilous Times, when Britain was 
alarmed by foreign Invaftons, or bled with inteftine 
Wounds.—It was covered, all around, with Elder- 
(hrubs. Whofe Ranks, gradually rifing, and fpread- 
ing Shade above Shade, compofed a kind of woody 
Theatre. Through which were (truck two or three 
J}>iral Walks ; leading, by a gentle Afcent, and un¬ 
der embowering Verdure, to the Summit.—At pro¬ 
per Intervals, and on every Side of the Hill, were 
formed little Arbours j with Apertures, cut through 
the Boughs, to admit a Pro<pe& of the Country.— 
la one or other of thefc leafy Boxes, You com¬ 
mand, at every Hour of the Day, either the enliven- 

Vol. I. K ing 
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ing Sun, or the refrefhing Shade.—All along the 
circling Avenues, and all round the beauteous Refts, 
fprung Daffodils, Primrofes, and Violets: which, 
mingling with Hyacinths and Cowllips, compofed 
many a charming Piece of natural Mofiaic. 

How agreeable, as they climb and wind them- 
felvcs round the Hill, to reflect on the happy Change, 
which has now taken place !—Where fteely Hel¬ 
mets gleamed, or brazen Shields clafhed, the Gold¬ 
finches twitter their Loves, and difplay their painted 
Plumes. The Dens of Rapine, or the horrid Haunts 
of Bioodfhed, are become the Retreats of calm Con¬ 
templation, and friendly Converfe.—In yonder lower 
Spaces, where the armed Troops were wont to pa¬ 
trol; from whence they made Excurfions, to ravage 
the Villages, or terrify the Swains ; the Fallow-deer 
trip lightly, or the full-headed Stags ftand at bay. 

From a fmall Eminence, but at a conftderable 
Diilance, gullied a Couple of Springs. Which, ram¬ 
bling through a Grove, loft one another in the fhady 
Labyrinth. Emerging, at length, from the Gloom, 
they approached nearer and nearer, and fell into 
Embraces at the Foot of this Hill. They rolled, 
in amicable Conjur.dion, along the pebbly Chan¬ 
nel, which incircles its Balls; and added their fo- 
btr Melody to the Jprightly Warbling of the Birds.— 
flowing off in or.c common Stream, they formed 
the fine Pieces of Water, which beautified the Park. 
From thence, they (tole into the Meadow, and 
widened into a River. There, enamoured as it 
were with each other, they glide by wealthy Towns, 
and fwetp through flowery Vales; regardlefs of the 
blooming Toy?, which deck the one, and of the 
ncify Crowds, which throng the other. 


So, 
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So, {aid Afpafio , may 1 ''heron and his Selina , plca- 
fing and pleated with each ciber, pafs through the 
buly and the amuiing Scenes of Life ; neither cap¬ 
tivated by the one, nor anxious for the other. 
With fuch harmonious Agreement, and indifloluble 
Union, may they purfue the Courfe, marked out 
by Providence; their Happinefs increafmg , and their 
Uitfulnds enlarging , as they draw nearer the Ocean 
of all Good. Then, parted by a gentle Stroke of 
Fate, like the Waters of fome ample Stream fevered 
by the Piers of an intervening Bridge, may they 
fpecuily reunite !—Reunite in conlummate Blifs, 
and never be feparated more ! 

Ther. I thank You, Afpafio , for your affectionate 
Compliment. Nor can 1 wifh You, by way of Re¬ 
turn, a greater Recompence, than the continual 
Exercife of fuch a benevolent Temper. For, to ex- 
ercife Benevolence, is to enjoy the moft refined and 
exalted Pleafure; fuch as makes the neareft Ap¬ 
proaches to the Felicity of the eternal Mind; who, 
as the Scripture moft beautifully (peaks, has Plea - 
Jure in the Profpcrity of bis Servants. 

But while We are feated on this Mount, our Si¬ 
tuation reminds Us of (what You juft now men¬ 
tioned) the grand Conference relating to the Death 
of CHRIST.— -An Event, for which you have 
indeed accounted ; but in a Manner, not the moft 
honourable to the divine Attributes. 

Ajp. 1 have reprefented it, as a Ranfom for our 
Souis, and a Sacrifice for our Sins. If Youdifap- 
prove my Account, be pleafed to favour me with 
your own.—For what Purpofe, according to your 
Upinion, did that ever-blefled PERSON die? 

K a Tber. 
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Ther. To confirm the Truth of his Do&rine, and 
leave Us a Pattern of the moft perfect Refignation. 

Afp. And is this all ? Shall We thus impoverifh 
the Riches of Grace?—Was this Notion defenfible, 
it could never be deftrable. But it has as little to 
fupport it, as it has to recommend it.—For, upon 
fuch a Suppofition, where is the Difference between 
the Death of CHRIST, and the Death of the 
Martyrs ? They confirmed the Truth of the Gofpel. 
In their Sufferings was Obedience and Refignation ; 
the fame in Quality, though not in Degree.—Upon 
fuch a Suppofition, what Benefit could the antient 
Patriarchs receive from the REDEEMER ? 
Since None could be improved by the Example of 
his Patience, or the Pattern of his Obedience, till 
they were actually exhibited. —- Or how could 
CHRIST be ftyled, The LAMB fiain from the Foun¬ 
dation of the World * ? The Advantages of whofe 
Death, commenced from the very Beginning, as 
they will be prolonged even to the End of Time. 

Not to depend on confequential Arguments, let 
Us hear the exprefs Declaration of our Divine 
MASTER Himfelf: This is my Blood, which is 
Jhed —for what? To give Credibility to my Gofpel, 
or yield an Example of entire Refignation ? Rather 
—for the Remiffion of Sins f. Will any One attempt 
to make, The Remiffion of Sins, and the Propofal 
of a Pattern or the Ratification of a Do£lrine, fy- 
nonimous Terms?—They, who can torture and 
tranfmute the genuine Senfe of Words, at this ex¬ 
traordinary rate, may metamorphofe any Expref- 
fion into any Meaning. 

If 


* Rev. xiii. 8. 


f Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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If then We would conflder our LORD’S Death, 
in its due Amplitude ; We muft confider it, both as 
a Pattern of Piety, and as a Ranfom for Sinners. 
We muft neither feparate nor confound thefe very 
diftinft, yet very confiftent Effefls. 

Tier. Is it not inconfiftent with the acknowledged 
Principles of Juftice, That the Innocent ihould be 
punifhed, inftead of the Offender ? 

Afp. If the innocent Perfon has an abfolute Power 
over his own Life ; willingly fubftitutes Himfelf in 
the Place of the Guilty; and, by his vicarious Suf¬ 
ferings, fully anfwers all the Purpofes of a righteous 
Government;—In this Cafe, which was the Cafe 
with our LORD, I fee not the leaft Repugnancy 
to the Rules of Juftice. 

The Bible, that authentic Tranfcript of the 
Counfels of Heaven, avows; and, by avowing, 
vindicates the Practice. The LORD hath laid on 
Him the Iniquity of Us all*: when all We like 

Sheep 

* If at. liii. 6. IS fl'lBrt made to meet, or fall upon, i# 
an hoitile, vindictive Manner; with a Defign to take 
Vengeance, or inflict Death; as an armed Man falls 
upon his Enemy, or the fierce Lion on the helplefs Lamb. 
This is by far the molt ufual Signification of the Phrafe. 

I could not obferve, without Surprife and Sorrow, the 
late Attempt of a learned Writer, to interpret away the 
Force and Spirit of this Text. He fays, “ the Word We 
" tranflate bath laid, is the fame that We render meet, 
“ Exod. xxiii. 4 . If Thau meet thine Enemy's Ox or Aft 
“ g 0 ' n g njiray, thou jhalt furely bring them back to Him 
“ again. And the Meaning is. By Him the LORD 
“ hath caufei to meet and Jiop the Iniquities of Us all, 
" wherein We have wandered from Hint.” 

To this I might objedt; That, though the Verb, in 
each Paflage, is the fame, the ConftruBion is by no means 
parallel. The Prefix a occurs in one Cafe, is omitted 
K 3 in 
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Sheep had gone aftray, and were expofed to the 
Stroke of Vengeance, as thofe wandering Creatures 
to the ravenous Beaft ; the good SHEPHERD 
interpofed, and the juft GOD made that Ven¬ 
geance to fall upon Him, which muft other wife 
have been executed upon Us.— He fuffered , fays 
another infpired Writer, the Juft for the Unjuft * ; 

that , 

in the other.—I might farther enquire; Whether the 
Language of this Interpretation, be couformab'e to the 
Laws of Grammar ; and fuch as fulfieientiy exprefles, 
what l fuppofe is intended, “ 1 'he LORD caufed our 
“ iniquities to be met, and to be ftopped.”—But thefe 
Particulars I wave, and lliall only examine, whether 
the Strife is fuitable to Scripture. According to this 
Gentleman’s Idea, the Prophet’sDoftrine is as follows; 

Our Sins were running away, like a itray ohiep, or 
“ like a wandering Ox. but they were met by CHRIST; 

who gracioully turned them back, and reltored them 
“ to their rightful Owner.”—To avoid this glaring Im¬ 
propriety, our Author has added a kind of Salvo; “ to 
“ turn Us back to rjiiaf lf, who is the Shepherd ai Souls.” 
But this is to depart from the P.ophet’s Subject; who is 
fpcaking not of Us, but of cur Iniquities. This is to de¬ 
part from the Tenour of his hi n Explication : if He ad¬ 
heres to the Clue, which He borrows from the Book of 
Exodus, what 1 have represented, is the unavoidable 
Confequcnce. 

bee ! to what wretched Shifts, dilhonnurable to the 
Word of G OD, and even to the Art of Criticilm, They 
muft haw recourfe ! Who refufe to acknowledge, the 
real Subftitution of CHRIST in our Stead, and the pro- 
fur At out mint made by his Death.—How much more like 
a true Critic, and like a true Chrillian, has Vitrinpra ex¬ 
plained the Paftjge ! Cum Nos inftar Oviiim difperfarim 
ejftmus in Erroribus, id Poena Crtminum noftrorum, inftar 
lupiout BeJUttwcratis Acsperjequetctur adExitium: inter- 
•yenil Jernjus JE HO CJEjujius, qui illam Pcenum in fe Juf- 
cepit ; in quern irruit ad Nccem ufque ; quique adeo medius inr 
ter Por.nam id Nos, tandem Poenam tuht, id Nos ab Exilic 
« vindicas.it. 


* I Pet. iii. j8. 
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that , by expiating our Guilt, He might bring Us to 
GOD— now, to His gracious Favour—hereafter, 
to His blifsful Prefence. 

You will permit me to add a Paflage, from our 
common Favourite Milton. Becaufe, it is no lefs 
beautiful in itfelf; than it is pertinent to the Occa- 
fion ; muft pleafe the Critic, and may expound the 
Apoftle.— MESSIAH, pleading in behalf of fallen 
Man, thus addrdl'cs his Almighty FATHER ; 

— —.— -- Man, dead in Sins and loft , 

Atonement for Himfeft, or Offering meet 
(Indebted and undone !) hath none to bring. 

Behold Me then ! Me for Him ! Life for Life 
/ offer. On me let thine Anger fall. 

Account me Alan : 1 for his Sake will leave 
Thy Boforn, and this Glory next to Thee 
Freely put off ; and for Him laftly die 
JVell-plcas'd j on me let Death wreak all his R je*. 

Ther. The fine Imagination of a Poet, will hardly 
pafs for a decifive Argument. When We are fcarch- 
ing after Truth, We muft attend to the Dictates of 
Reafon,- not follow the Vagaries of Fancy. And 
Reafon, Ajpafio, remonftrates againft your Notion 
of a vicarious Sacrifice. Reafon 1 that primary 
Guide, and final Teft, both in difeovering and de¬ 
termining the Senfe of Scripture. 

Afp. Suppofe You then, my dear Theron, that 
None are in PoflclHon of Reafon, but the Pupils of 
Socinus , and the Zealots for Deifm? Or, that None 
K 4 make 


* Milton, Book III. 233. 
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make ufe of Reafon, in their religious Enquiries, 
but Met) of this Mould ? 

Wrong not the Chrijlian , think not Reafon yours j 

*2 is Reafon our great MASTER holds fo dear ; 

’Tjs Reafon’r injur’d Rights his Wrath refents\ 

*Tis Reafon’j Voice obey'd his Glories crown. 

Through Reafon’r Wounds alone thy Eaith can die *. 

Poets, You fee, are far from declaiming Reafon. 
Equally far is Chriftianity from djfcarding the Jober, 
the fanfltficd Ufe of this noble Faculty. When 
Reafon is under the Influence and Direction of the 
Divine SPIRIT, We have the fame high Opinion 
of her Excellence, as Yourfelf. And, when thus 
regulated, We have, I am perfuaded, the Sandtion 
of her Authority, for all our Sentiments. 

Reafon, as She operated in the Sages of the Hea-r 
then World, inftead of rejedting, approved and 
adopted this very Scheme. Approved it, even un¬ 
der the Difadvantage of a mutilated and defective, 
or rather of a perverted and dead Fprm. The cur¬ 
rent Language of the Claflic Authors, and almoft 
every Hiftorian of Qreece and Rome , are Vouchers 
for the Truth of this Obfervation f,—As the Gen-, 
files were unanimous in the Cuftom of offering Sa¬ 
crifices, and equally unanimous in fuppofmg their 
yicarious Nature, fo alfo are the Jewijh Writers. 

Ther. What Man of Senfe, pays any Regard to 
fhe Jewijh Writers ? Legendary they are, and ex¬ 
travagant to the laft Degree, Dotards I might call 
them, rather than Writers. 

4h 

* Night-Thoughts, N® IV. 
f See tbo Note, in Dialogue III. p. 84, 8j. 
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Jfp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their Comments upon Scripture. But they relate, 
with fufficient Exaftnefs and Fidelity, the prevailing 
Belief of their Nation. In this Cafe, their Tefti- 
jnony is as unexceptionable j as in the other, their 
Notions are chimerical.—Now, had it been a mif- 
takcn Belief, furely our blefled LORD, that in¬ 
fallible Judge, an., impartial Reprover, would have 
teftilied his Diiapprobation of it. Surely his Dif- 
ciples, who were actuated by the unerring and un¬ 
daunted Spirit of their MASTER, would have 
entered their Proteft againft it. Surely St. Paul, in 
his Epiftle to that very People, and in his Treatife 
on that very Subject, would have fet Himfelf to 
re&ify fuch an Error; and have weeded out the 
Tares, before He fowed the good Seed. But there 
is not the leaft Hint of this Kind, in all the Dif- 
courfes of our SAVIOUR, or in all the Writ¬ 
ings of his Apoftles. 

They fpeak to a People, who were accuftomed to 
look upon their Sacrifices, as piacular Oblations *, 
and a typical Expiation of Guilt. They fpeak of 
our R E D E E M E R’s Crucifixion, and the Bene¬ 
fits of his Death, in thofe facrificial Terms, which 
were of current Ufe, and ejlablijhed Signification. 
If therefore the popular Opinion was improper, 
their Manner of Expreffion and Addrels, muft be 
calculated rather to authenticate Error, than to pro¬ 
pagate Truth.—So that, I think, even the Silence 
of the infpired Penman on this Occafion, is but 
little inferior to a loud Atteftation. Did they only 

fay 

• This, I dare promife the learned Reader, He will 
find inconteftably proved by Outrun, in his Treatife 
&e Sacrificiit. 
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fay nothing againjl the Doctrine of Satisfaction by 
Sacrifice; it would, in effeCt, and Circumftances 
confidered, be faying Abundance for it.—But they 
are very copious and explicit upon the Point. 

Ther. Where are they fo copious ? If You have 
fuch a Heap of their Allegations, it will be eafy to 
pick out a few, and give Us a Specimen. 

Afp. It is as eafy, Theron , as it is delightful.— 
ME S S IA H jhall be cut ojf, fays the Prophet Da¬ 
niel , but not for Himfelf*. —For whom then, and 
for What? Ifuiah infoims Us concerning both : For 
the TranfgreJJion of my People was He Jlricken f.—Bc- 
caufe, this is an Article of the laft Importance, it is 
repeated; it is confirmed; it is explained, with the 
tnoft remarkable Paiticuiarity : He was wounded for 
our Tranfgreffions ; He was bruifed for our Iniquities ; 
the Cbajiijement of our Peace was upon Him 1 , and 
•with bis Stripes IVe are healed ||.—Our LORD 
himfelf aflerts the fame Truth in the very fame 
Style ; I am the good Shepherd , and lay down my Life 
for the .Sheep §. St. Paul, in a Multitude of Paf- 
fages, fets his Seal, to this momentous DoCtrine.— 
St. Peter maintains it, in very forcible Words; 

; Wki 


* Dan. ix. 26. + Ifai. liii. 8. 

FbeChajiijcment of our Peace, the Pumfhment necef- 
fary to make our Peace with GOD, r was upon Him, 

This Form of Fxpreffion is ufed, Judg. xix. 20. Pfal. 
lvi. 13. In the former Place, it Jignifies A ‘voluntary 
Engagement, to perform a friendly Office. In the lat¬ 
ter, it implies the NeceJKty of performing, what is thus 
undertaken. Both the Ideas fe.-m to he comprehended 
in the prefent Pailage. Our LORD willingly engaged 
to fuj ply our Wants, and pay our Debts. Which, 
fcrhen once undertaken, He lay under an Obligation to 
execute. 

(| Ifai. liii. 5. $ John x. 15. 
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JPho his own Self bare our Sins, in his own Body on 
the Tree* * * § . 

The facred Writers not only afiert this capital 
Article, but ufe every Diverfity of Speech, in order 
to give it the fulleft Evidence, and the ftrongeft 
Eftablifhment. He made Reconciliation for the 
Sms of the People\. JESUS CHRIST the 
Righteous is the * Propitiation for our Sins J. He 
lover U , ami wafhed Us from our Sins in his own 
Blood ||. He was made Sin for Us, though He knew 
no Sin §. 

Ther. No body makes any Objection to thefe 
Text*;. But the Senfc, the true Senfe of fuch 
Phrafis, is the Tiling in qudtion. 

Afp. What You call the Queftion, to me appears 
fo plain, as not to want a Decifion, or admit of a 
Doubt. 

However, fince You feem to demand a critical 
Scrutiny , it will not be thought pedantic, if I make 
an Obfcrvation or two upon the original Languages; 
or rather, as You are not acquainted yyith the He~ 
brew, upon that Language, of which You yourfelf 
arc a Judge and a Maftcr. 

If One dial for All, then were All dead. The Pre- 
pofition wi;, in this Connection, mult neceflarily 
fignify more than, “ on our Account, or foi our 

“ Advan- 

* 1 Bet. ii. 24. Very forcible Words indeed—O?—- 
ee»l& — s » t ui truudh aula — He bare— Himfclf bare our Sint 
—in his own Body. Intended, One would imagine, to 

make the Article of our LORD’s vicarious Sufferings, 
clear beyond all Mifapprehenfion, and furt beyond all 
Doubt. 

+ Heb. ii. 17. J 1 John ii. 2. |j Rev. i. $. 

§ 2 Cor. v. 21. 

2 
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Advantage.” llecaufe, if it be taken in this un¬ 
fettled rambling Senfe, the Apoftle’s Argument is 
vague and inconclufive.—-In cafe our LORD had 
fuffered, only “ to free Us from fome Evil, and 

procure Us fome Benefit;” this would by no 
means imply, that all were dead-, under the Sen¬ 
tence of Condemnation; obnoxious and doomed 
to Death *. The utmoft. You can infer from fuch 
Premifcs, is; That All flood in Need of a Deliver¬ 
ance from fome Evil, or wanted the Procurement 
of fome Good. Whereas, fuppofe the facred Wri¬ 
ter to intend, that our LORD’S Death was truly 
vicarious, and undergone in our Stead ; that He 
fuffered, what was our Due, and our Doom ; then, 
tile Reafoning is juft, and the Inference unde¬ 
niable. 

He gave Himfelf, wng f, A Ranfom for 

All . If this does not imply the Notion of vicarious , 
I very much queftion, whether Language itfelf can 
exprefs it.—Aifyw, is a Ranfom-, which conveys a 
vicarious Senfe, in its moft common and authorized 

Accepts 

* 2 Cor. v. 14. Should any choofe to tranflate the 
Words, Ei ik vmq vjutluv amount, apx 01 wa» 1 i; am&ector, If 
One died for All, then all have died ; I have no Objec¬ 
tion to make. Here the Idea of vicarious Suffering, or 
vicarious Payment, prefents itfelf with great Tranfpa- 
rency. As though the Apoftle had faid; “ If One 
«« hath fuffered, or been punilhed for All: then All, 
«« in Effeft, have fuffered, or been punifhed. Or, to 
«« take in the Notion of Debt, If One hath made full 
« Payment for twenty infolvent Debtors, then all the 
*• twenty have, according to the acknowledged Rules 
*• of Law and Equity, made the full Payment.” ♦ 

4 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
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Acceptation.— A A, which is equivalent to inflead* t 
more fully afcertains and ftrengthens the Idea.— 
Ysrif, which is tranflated for, and denotes a Sub- 
ftitution of One in the Place of another f. This 

added 

* Atl, Matt. ii. 22. By this Word the Septuagint 
tranflate the Hebrew nnn. And that nnn denotes the 
Subjiilution of One inltead of Another, no Student of the 
facred Language will venture to deny. See Gen. xxii. 
13, a Sam. xviii. 33. 2 Kings x. 24. 

f v7ri{ Xptr«, IVe be/eech You in CHRIST’t 

Stead, z Cor. v. 20.—Ire vwiq <nt imxm /xoi, That in thy 
Stead He might have minijlered unto me, Philem. <ver. 13, 
As I was confidering the Force of this Argument, a Per- 
fon of fome Diftinftion, but of a malignant gloomy Af- 
pe£t, came in my Way. He deftred, I would introduce 
Him to Theron and Afpafio, as an Evidence for fixing the 
Signification of vwsj, when relative to the Death of 
CHRIST. —I muft confefs, I did not like either his 
Chara&er or his Afpeft; and cannot certainly tell, 
whether any Pcrfon has made ufe of Him, on this Occa. 
lion. But St. 7 ohn flood by, and faid; "Introduce 
“ Him. He prophefies in this Inllance.”—Perhaps, 
the Reader is at a iofs to guefs, Whom I mean. To 
keep Him no longer in Sufpenfe, I mean Caiaphas the 
High-Prieft. — He bears the following Teltimony j It is 
EXPEDIENT FOR Us, THAT ONE Man DIE FOR THE 

People, and that the whole Nation perish 
not. —Now, as to perijh fignifies, not only to die, but 
to die miferably; if One Man dies for the People, that 
the People may not die miferably, He faves them from 
Death, by dying Himfelf; and what is this, but to die 
in their Stead I See John xi. 50. 

To this Teftimony from the Mouth of an Enemy, let 
me add an Atteftation under the Hand of our Friends 
and then leave the impartial Reader to determine, con¬ 
cerning the Validity of a] 1. Th us wri tes Clemens Ro'manus ; 
T« mpM *b'Ib i iknut wri{ npuvr bars; Xpif®- 0 Keyi©. 

TV f#p«* rtif aafx®- »ftur, Kj Tr,i Yv%ui vorif rut 
*f*«»• Epill 1. ad Corinth.—Exadtly to the lame Pur- 
pofe Jufiin the Martyr expreffes Himfelf; av\ t>, ihn 
9 * VMR 
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added to all, renders the Expreffion as determinate 
and emphatical as poffible. Emphatical to declare 
the vicarious Nature of our LORD'S Death. That 
it was really endured in our Stead; and thus made 
Satisfaction for our Sins; thus ranfomed Us from 
Deatli eternal. 

Shall 1 argue from a more obvious Topic; which 
has no fuch Dependence, on the prccife Significancy 
of the Original ?— Surely , fays the Prophet. He 
fpeaks with Vehemence, as of an Affair which is 
very weighty. lie fpeaks with Confidence, as of 
a Fact which is very certain. lie hath borne our 
Griefs , and carried our Sorrows*. What can this 
mean, but He hath taken upon Himfelf that Af¬ 
fliction, and thofe Miferies, which properly belonged 
to Us ?—Let us read on, and this Meaning will 
prtfent itlelf, in the cleared View. JVe did efteetn 
Him Jirickcn , fnitten of GOD, and afflicted: We 
took Him for a real Malefudtor, and thought that 
He was punifhed for bis own Mifcondudt.—In op- 
pofition to which injurious and falfe Surtnife, it is 
added ; But He was wounded for our Tranfgrejflons , 
He was bruifed for our Iniquities. True it is, that 
He was wounded, not only by Tranfgreflors, but 
for ax on Account of Tranfgreflions. Yet not any 
committed by Hitnlelf, but thofe committed by Us. 
—May 1 not here borrow the Prophet’s Language, 
and fay with an Air of Certainty ? Surely , this is 
the plained Proof in the World, that our Sins were 
the meritorious Caufe of CHRIST'S Sufferings; 

And 

met aort^olo Xt/i for iireg nfeat, tod afiov virsg aiiof/tai*, rot aKCrct 
V5rij Tin xxxuin, toi ttiaiov vi r-g tuv aiiiy.ut. Ton af 0«f vt tiTieg 

*i> &nj:»it. EpUc. au Uiogtl. 

* ILi. liii. 4. 
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And if our Sins were the meritorious Caufe of his 
Sufferings, then they mult be charged upon Him, 
and punifhed in Him. 

St. Paul affirms. That CHRIST has delivered 
Us from the Curfe of the Law*. How? By taking 
our Place, and enduring what We deferved. Or, 
as the Apoltle Himfelf fpeaks, to the fame Effedt, 
but in a much more expreffive Manner, by being 
made a Curfe for Us. Does not this evidently de¬ 
note both a Commutation of Perfons, and a Tranf- 
lation of Punilhrnent? He fuffered, who was inno¬ 
cent ; not //e, who are guilty.—He alio fuffered 
that very Sentence, which the Law denounced on 
Us. For, it is written, Curfcd is every One that 
iontinucth ml in all Things f; to this We were ob¬ 
noxious. It is written again, Curfcd is every One 
that hangeth on a Tree J; to this CHRIST fub- 
mitted. Now if CPIRIST endured that very 
Curfe, which We deferved: if, by this Means, He 
delivered Us from all Maledidtion ; either this mult 
be furfcring in our Stead jj, or clfe Nothing can be 
called by that Name. 

Shall 

* Gal. iii. 13. f Deut. xxvii. *6. J. Gal. iii. 13. 

|| “ This (fays Dr. South, in his fmarc Manner) is 
“ fpoke fo plain and loud by the univerfal Voice of the 
“ whole Book of GOD, that Scripture mult be crucified 
“ as well as CHRIST, to give any other tolerable 
“ Senfe of the ExprelCons.”—And not Scripture only, 
but the common Import of Language. What fays Me- 
stentius? When his Son, interpoling in his Behalf, it 
flain by JEneas. 

— - Pro me hojlili paterer fuccedere Dextra 

Sluem gtnui ? luane beec Gtnitor, per Vulnera fervor & 

Aiorte tua vivetu ? 


Here, 
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Shall I defcend lower ftillj and refer our Point ta 
tile Determination of illiterate Men ?—Afk any of 
your ferious Tenants, What Ideas arife in their 
Minds, upon the Perufal of the aforementioned 
Texts?—I dare venture to foretel, that, artlefs and 
unimproved as their Underftandings are, they will 
not hefitate for an Anfwer. They will neither com¬ 
plain of Obfcurity, nor alk the Afliftance of Learn¬ 
ing. But will immediately difeern, in all thefe Paf- 
fages, a gracious REDEEMER fuffering in their 
Stead; and, by his bitter, but expiatory Paflion, 
procuring the Pardon of their Sins.—-Nay farther j 
as they are not accuftomed to the Finefles of Criti- 
cifm, I apprehend, they will be at a lofs to con¬ 
ceive, how it is poffible to underftand fuch Paflages 
in any other Senfe. 

Say not, this is an improper Appeal j or thefe are 
incompetent Judges. The Scriptures were written 
for their Edification; not to exercife the Ingenuity 
of fubtle Difputants, but to inftrudt the meaneft of 
Mankind in the Way of Salvation. Therefore, on 

funda- 

Here, the Father is favei by his Son’s Wounds', lives by 
his Son’s Death. How, and in what Manner? By a 
Subftitution of One inftead of the Other; by the Son’s 
fuffering, what mu ft other wife have fallen upon the Fa¬ 
ther—Should the Socinian Interpreters try the fame Ex¬ 
periment on thefe Lines of Virgil, which they make upon 
Paflages of a parallel Signification in Scripture; is there 
a Critic in the whole World, that could approve, that 
could endure, fuch flagrant Violations of Grammar, Senfe, 
andTafte?—Yet 1 believe, there is no iincereChriitian, 
but would readily and gratefully fay; 

■i Pro me ultrici fuccedere Dextree 

Dignafti, fua CHRISTE D E U S, per Vitinerafervor ; 
Morte tua vivens. 
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fundamental Articles, We may affuredly conclude, 
The Expreffion will be eafy, and the Do&rine per- 
fpicuous : fo that He who runs may read , and the way¬ 
faring Men , though Fools *, Jhall not err therein.— 
And, though I am far from under-valuing the Aids 
of Literature, yet, upon thefc momentous Subje&s, 
which are infeparably conne&ed with our eternal 
Felicity, 1 cannot but regard the common Senfe of 
plain, honeft, humble Chriftians, as the very beft 
of Critics. 

Iher. It has been faid by a learned Critic, That 
vicarious Punifhment or Suffering, gives us too low 
Ideas of the SON of GOD, as it finks them to 
the Pain and Suffering of a Malefa&or, the very 
meaneft Idea We can have of them. 

Afp. Be the Idea ever fo mean, it is plainly fug- 
gefted by the Word of Prophecy; and fully fup- 
ported, by the Atteftation of Sacred Hiltory. In 
that it was foretold, and in this it is recorded, That 
He was numbered with Tranfgreffors f.—And not 
only by his Accufers, who called him a Glutton, 
a Drunkard, a Seducer of the People. Not only 
by his Executioners, who led him forth to die 
with Malefactors, and crucified Him between two 
Thieves. But by his Almighty FATHER alfo. 
By Him CHRIST was made Sin%: by Him the 

Vql. I. L only 

* Ifai. xxxv. 8. The Word Fools, feems to denote 
Perfons of flow Underftanding, and dull Appreheniion; 
as Luke xxiv. 25. Or elfe it iignifies Thofe, who, for 
want of a cultivated Education and the Improvements of 
Literature, are accounted Fools by the Sons of Science; 
as 1 Cor. i. 27. 

t Ifai. liii. 12. Luke xxii. 37. % 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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only begotten SON was treated as a Tranfgreflhr: 
by his Hand and his Counfel * delivered He was, 
to endure the Vengeance due to the vileft Mif- 
creants. 

Yes, my dear Tbcrorr, that glorious PERSON 
whom the higheft Angel adores, “ fuffered, as if He 
“ had been the Criminal, the Pain and Punifhment, 

“ which We, or equivalent to that which We, the 
“ real Criminals, fhould have fuffered.”—If, to 
confider this, gives Us a low Idea; if, to fuffer 
this, was a deep Abafement; how exceedingly high, 
and how immenfely grand., is the Goodnefs and the 
Grace manifefted therein ! The lower You draw 
the Arrow on the String, the loftier Flight it makes 
in the Sky. And the greater our LORD’S Hu¬ 
miliation for Us, the more wonderful and adorable 
his Love to Us. 

Tbtr. As there cannot be a vicarious Guilt, or as 
no One can be guilty in the Stead of Another, fo 
there cannot be a vicarious Punilhment, or no One 
can be punifhed inftead of Another. Becaufe Pu- 
nifhment, in its very Nature, connotes Guilt in the 
Porlon who bears it. 

Aj\ If You mean by Guilt, the Confcioufnefs 
of having committed a Sin, and the internal Defile¬ 
ment confequent upon it. We never fuppofe fuch a 
vicarious Guilt. It is not fo much as intimated, 
that CHRIST was flung with the Remorfe, or 
iiained with the Pollution, of the adulterous David, 
the perfidious Peter, and the pcrfecuting Saul. But 
that He was treated by the righteous GOD, as if 
He had perpetrated thefe, and all the Crimes of all 
Believers, either in the pail or fucceeding Ages. - 

If 


* Aftsiv. 28. 
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If by Guilt You mean (what, I think, is the 
true Meaning of the Word) The Charge of a cri¬ 
minal A&ion, and the Obligation to fuft'er Penalty, 
your Aflertion is nothing more than begging the 
Queftion. It nakedly affirms the very Thing in 
Debate. And bare Affirmations, unfupported by 
Evidence, are feldom admitted as decifive Proofs.— 
We, on the other Hand, are inclined to believe. 
That all our criminal Actions were charged upon 
CHRIST ; and that He fuffered the Punifhment, 
which they defervcd. The former of thefe, is not 
fo properly called vicarious, as real Guilt ; refulting 
from Sins, committed by One, imputed to Ano¬ 
ther. The latter We readily allow to be vicarious 
Punijhment , fuftaincd in their Stead, whofe Sins 
were imputed.—For both thefe Points, We have 
the Authority of Truth itfelf, fpeaking in the 
Scriptures. The LORD laid on Him the Iniquities 
of Us all ; here is the Imputation. CHRIST has 
redeemed Us from the Curfe of the Law, being made a 
Curfe for Us ; here is the vicarious Punifhment. 
And You know, to what Cafuifts We fubmit the 
Interpretation of thefe Texts—common Senfe, and 
an honeft Heart. 

Ther. Is not this Jhocking to fuppofe ? horrid to 
affirm? If Sin was really imputed to CHRIST, 
and Guilt is the Refult of fuch Imputation, then 
Punifhment was his Due—Juftice might infift upon 
it—And He could not efcape it. 

jffp. To fuppofe this, is fo far from fhocking my 
Apprehenfion, that it appears, even on your own 
Principles, right and neceffary.— Right , becaufe 
Punifhment, as You yourfelf have declared, always 
-connotes Guilt j I would add, ariftng either from 
L 2 Crime* 
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Crimes committed, or from Crimes imputed. In¬ 
deed, the Sufferings of CHRIST could not be of 
a penal Nature, unlefs He endured them as under 
a Charge of Sin, and in a State of Guilt.—It is 
necejfary to fuppofe this, otherwife how will You 
vindicate the Juftice of GOD ? He bid his Sword 
awake, and fmite* the blefled JESUS. But fhall 
the JUDGE of all the Earth do wrong? Shall 
He fmite, where there is nothing but Innocence ? 
No Sin, either perfonal or imputed ? That be far 
from Him ! The Thought be far from Us ! 

Whereas, upon this Suppofition, it becomes a 
juft and righteous Thing, That GOD fhould in- 
flid the moft rigorous Punifhment; or, as the A- 
poftle fpeaks, fhould condemn and punifh Sin in the 
Flejh\ of his SON.—I do not know, but this 
might be the Caufe of our LORD’S Silence, when 
He was accufed at Pilate's Bar, and at Herod's Judg¬ 
ment-feat. It is probable. He confidered Himfelf 
as Banding before a higher Tribunal; and refpon- 
fible to eternal Juftice, for the Crimes of all his 
People. In this Situation, and in this Capacity, 
clear Himfelf of perfonal Demerit He could ; clear 
Himfelf of imputed Iniquity He could not. There- 
'fore He was dumb ; like a convided and guilty Per- 
fon, He opened not his Mouth. For though, as 
.the SON of the moft high GOD, Glory and 
Immortality were his undoubted Right; yet, as 
SURETY for fmful Men, Tribulation and 
Death were his condign Portion. 

And why fhould this be thought fhocking ? It is 
not the leaf! Derogation to the tranfeendent Excel¬ 
lency of CHRIST. It calls not the leaft Stain 

oh 

• Zech. xiii. 7. f Rom. viii. 3. 
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on the unfpotted Sanctity, either of his Nature, or 
his Life.—To bear Sin as a voluntary Surety, is 
infinitely different from committing it, as an adtual 
Tranfgrefl'or. To fay, that CHRIST was pu- 
nifhed for any Mifcondu& of his own , would be 
falfe, impious, and horrid. To fay, that He was 
charged with our finful Omiffions and Commiflionsi 
that He endured the Punifhment due—in the plain 
and full Senfe of the Word due —to them all; is fo 
far from being injurious to his Dignity, that it pays 
the proper Honour to his mediatorial Undertaking. 
It pays Him the Honour of—the highcft Obedience 
to his FATHER’S Will—the deeped Humiliation 
of his own illuflrious Perfon—and the molt bound- 
lefs Benevolence to Mankind. 

Thcr. G O D is Love, Jfpafio, all Love. Whereas 
You would— 

Afp. —not often interrupt a Friend’s Difcourfe. 
But 1 cannot forbear interpofing a Query, on this 
Occafion.—Is there, then, no jujl Difplcafure in 
the DEITY? What meaneth that folemn De¬ 
nunciation of the Supreme LAWGIVER? The 
Anger of the LORD Jhail fmoke againjl fuel) a Man *. 
—What meaneth that awful Declaration of the 
Apoftle ? The Wrath of GOD is revealed from Hea¬ 
ven, againji all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufncfs of Menf, 
—Or, in what Senfe are We to explain that alarm¬ 
ing Interrogatory of the Prophet ? Who can Jland 
before his Indignation % ? — Whence could thofe 
avenging Vifitations proceed, which deftroyed So¬ 
dom and Gomorrah with a Temped of Fire || ? 

L 3 Which 

* Deut. xxix. 20. f Rom. i. 18. J Nah. i. 6. 

H Gen. xix. 24. 
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Which fwept away fo many Thoufands of the pol¬ 
luted Ifraclites with a raging Peftilence * ? And 
configned over fo many Millions f of rebellious An¬ 
gels to Chains of Darknefs ? 

Surely, Theron , if there be any determinate Sig¬ 
nification in Language ; if any Leffbn to be learnt 
from the mod tremendous Judgments; it is. That 
the LORD, though free from all the Difcom- 
pofure of f'aifion, is ncverthelefs angry with the 
WichcJ % ; ar >d will make impenitent Offenders feel 
the Effects of his holy Indignation. 

Ther. Does not your Dodtrine reprefent the All— 
mcrcif"l GOD, as a rigorous Being ? Who, when 
once difpleafeu, will hardly be pacified ? Whereas, 
the LORD himfclf declares by his Prophet; Fury 
is not in me. —Men of latyrical Wit would be apt to 
infinuate, 1 Hat You had miftaken JEHOVAH 
for Moloch ; and was eredting a Chriftian Church 
In the Valley of the Son of Hinnom. 

Afp . We take our Reprcfentations of GOD, 
pot from the vain Conjectures of Men, but from 
, the 

* Numb. xxv. 9. 

•f- Millions —The Number of the fallen Angels is no 
where fpecified; and the Veil fits deep upon the fpiritual 
World; fo that We can fee no farther, than Revelation 
has difeotered. Yet, 1 think, there is fufficient Room 
to ground a Conjedture, upon the Reply which one of 
thofe execrable Apoftates made to our LORD. My 
Flame is Legion ; (a Word fignifying a great Multitude, 
five or fix thnufand) for We are many. If fo many were 
employed in tempting and tormenting a fingle Perfon, 
wliat Armies, what Myriads of thofe invifible Enemies, 
mull exilt through univerfal Nature!—It is an alarming 
Thought; fhould make Us fly to our Divine PRO¬ 
TECTOR, and Almighty DELIVERER. See 
Mark V. 9. and 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

I Pfal. vii. 11. Deut. ix. 8. 
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the Records of infallible Truth. There he is de¬ 
ferred, as a righteous GOD ; a jealous GOD * ; 
and, to incorrigible Sinner?, a ccnfuming Fire f.— 
Though wonderfully comb.(Sending, yet tranf- 
cendently majeflic. lnfomuch, that none of the 
fallen Race are permitted to approach his Throne, 
but only through the Intervention of a great ME¬ 
DIA 1 ' O R J. — Though unfpeakably merciful, 
yet inflexibly juft. lnfomuch that, without Shed¬ 
ding of Blood, even the Blood of a PERSON 
higher than the Heavens, there is no RejniJfion |( of 
any Offences. 

When the LORD fays, Fury is not in «r§, the 
Words have a peculiar Reference to his Church: 
which, in a preceding Verfe, He had deferibed as 
a Vineyard of Red Wine. From his Church, from 
his own People, his fierce Anger is turned away, 
on Account of the Satisfaction made by their S A- 
VIOUR.—Though his own People are the Ob- 
je£ts, not of his Indignation, but of his Love, let 
no ungodly Wretches audacioufly prefume, it is 
not fo with them. They are the Briars and Thorns ff, 
mentioned in the next Claufe : Cumberers of the 
Ground, unprofitable and noxious. Them He 
Warns ; them He challenges ; Who will Jet them in 
Battle againjl me P Let them come on ; they fhall 
find it a fearful Thing, to fall into the Hands of 
L 4 the 

* Exod. xx. 5. f Heb. xii. 29. J John xiv. 6, 
il HeR ix. 22. Heb. vii. 26. § Ifai. xxvii. 4. 

There is a fine Contrail between the Tints and 
the Thorns-, at the fame Time a regular Coniinuation of 
the Metaphor. As nothing is more common, than to 
fee the latter lhooting up amidft the former ; fo nothing 
is more common, than to have Hypocrite* intermingle 
tjtemfelves with Believers. 
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the living GOD.—Nay; He will not flay for their 
Approach: I will march againjl them*, is his Threat¬ 
ening ; I will pa/s through them ; 1 will burn them 
together. —Tnis will certainly be the Cafe, if not in 
the prefent, yet in a future World. When once 
the Mailer of the Houfe is rifen up, and has fhut 
to the Door, Mercy is gone for ever. Then No¬ 
thing mult be expc£ted, nothing will then be ex¬ 
perienced, but Vengeance and fiery Indignation , to 
devour the Adverfarics of the Gofpel. GOD will 
then execute Judgments , on every Soul of Man, that 
has perfifted in Evil. With fuch awful Severity 
will He execute them, as (hall caufe Heaven to 
adore, and Hell to tremble. 

Yet in all this, there is not the leaf! Tin£ture of 
that outrageous Temper, which in Man We properly 
call Fury. In Man Fury implies an immoderate 
Degree of Refentment, which will hearken to no 
Reafoning, and accede to no Terms. The Gofpel 
Account proves, even to a Demonftration, that this 
has no Place in the divine Nature. So far from it, 
that GOD, though highly provoked, has provided 
an Atonement—has made Overtures of Reconcilia¬ 
tion to his difobedient Creatures—has even befought f 

a 


* rutwBH. 

; ■ 2 Cor. v. 20. It was an Jnftance of lingular Com- 
ion in the bleffed GOD, that, though offended with 
Job's Friends, He admitted of a Sacrifice, and direfted 
them to an Intercefior ; both typical of CHRIST 
JESUS. But what unparalleled Condefcenfion, and 
divinely tender Mercies, are difplayed in this Verfe! 
As though GOD did befcech You by Us: We pray You its 
CHRIST’S Stead, leye reconciled to GOD.—Did the 

a ever bejeeck a condemned Criminal, to accept of 
n ? Does the Creditor, at any Time, befeech a 
ruined Debtor, to receive an Acquittance in full? Yet 
i our 
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a guilty World, to accept of Forgivenefs. This 
is the Purport of that gracious Invitation, which 
follows in the Prophet. Let Him , let the wicked 
Man, take bold of my Strength : let Him fly to my 
crucified SON, who is the Power of GOD -for 
the Salvation of Sinners; cleaving to his Merits by 
Faith, as fome poor Delinquent to the Horns of 
the Altar*. Thus He fall make Peace-, all his 
Iniquities (ball be forgiven, and all my Difpleafure 
(hall be pacified.—So that the Infinuations of your 
fatyrical Gentlemen, are as egregioufly miftaken, 
as they are (hockingly worded. 

You are a Man of Senfe, Tberoit; and efteem that 
Character, far above the idle Reputation of a Wit. 
As fuch, let me a(k You ferioufly; Is it not for the 
Honour of the Divine M A J E S T Y, to exercife 
Juftiee, as well as Mercy ? Always to pardon, and 
never to punilh, would be Tamencfs, rather than 
Benignity; a Renunciation of Holinefs, rather 
than a Difplay of Goodnefs.—Or, can it be right 
in Us, fo extravagantly to magnify the amiable, 
as to depreciate, nay even annihilate, the awful 
Attributes of the DEITY ?—This, fays a Poet, 
is the Theology, not of Chriftians, but of In¬ 
fidels ; 

Who fet at odds Heaven's jarring Attributes, 

And with one Excellence another wound ; 

Maim 

our Almighty LORD, and our Eternal JUDGE, 
not only vouchfafes to offer thefe Bleffings, but invites 
Us—intreatsUs—with the moft affe&ionatelmportunity 
befeeches Us—not to rejeft them ! 

• This is the precife idea included in the Original 
tpnt; and the Idea is as comfortable, as the image is 
expreffive. Ifai. xxvii. 5. 1 Kings i. 50. 
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Maim Heaven's Perfection , break its equal Beams, 
Bid Mercy triumph over—G 0 D himfelf 
Undeified by their opprobrious Praife: 

A GOD all Mercy is a GOD unjujl*. 

Ther. But We have lately been told, that the 
particular Grace of the LAWGIVER is not 
obftrufted by any Demands of Law and Juftice. 
For He can fet them afide. 

Afp. What! Set afide a Law, which is holy, 
righteous, and good !—Set afide a Juftice, which 
is eternal, inflexible, and infinite !—St. Paul gives 
a very different Solution of this Difficulty. He 
tells Us—not that GOD /<; afide his Law and his 
Juftice—but that He fet forth the bleffed JESUS 
for a Propitiation. With this exprefs Defign, that 
He might declare his Righteoufnefs f; might demon- 
ftrate, not only his Clemency, but his Juftice; 
even that vindictive Juftice, whofe Nature is, to 
abhor, and whofe Office, to punifh Sin. 

This feems to be the Import of the Word Righte- 
eufnefsy in the prefent Connection. And more than 
ieems, if We confult the following Verfe. To de¬ 
clare , I fay , at this Time his Righteoufnefs ; that He 
might be jufi%, evidence Himfelf to be ftricftly and 
inviolably righteous, in the Adminiftration of his 
Government; even while He is the all-forgiving 

gracious 

* Night-Thoughts, N P IV. + Rom. iii. 25, 

J Rom iii. 26. The Attribute of Juftice muft be pre¬ 
faced inviolate. And inviolate it is preferved, if there 
was a real Inflidion of Punilhment on our S AVIO U R. 
Nothing elfe can thoroughly clear up this great Evange¬ 
lical Paradox —J U ST, YET JUSTIF 1 ER OF TBf 
UncooeyI 
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gracious JUST 1 FIE R of the Sinner, that be - 
lieveth in JESUS.-— According to this Plan, Mercy 
and Truth meet together ; Rigbteoufnefs and Peace kifs 
each other*. All the Attributes harmonize} every 
Attribute is glorified, and not one fuperfeded, no, 
not fo much as clouded. 

Ther. If fome are verging to one Extreme, are 
not you inclining to the other ? Our Ears tingle, 
and our Blood runs chill, at the very Thoughts of 
fo fevere a Vengeance, executed on an Object fo 
worthy and illuftrious.—Beftdes, how can We fup- 
pofe, that the beneficent C R E ATO R and PRE¬ 
SERVER of Men, (hould take Plcafure in the Suf¬ 
ferings of the moil unblameable Perfon, that ever 
exMed ? Efpecially, fince He himfelf has made 
this tender Declaration; I will have Mercy , and 
not Sacrifice f. 

Afp. A tender Declaration indeed it is : fignifying, 
that G O D is better pleafed with the Duties of Hu¬ 
manity and Charity, than with the molt coftly and 
pompous Train of Sacrifices. Nay, that He will 
even difpenfe with the Obfervance of his own cere¬ 
monial Inftitutions, when they interfere with our 
Exercife of Beneficence One to another. Thus re- 
figning (fo admirable is his Goodnefs ) the Services 
due to Himfelf, for the Benefit and Comfort of his 
Creatures—But this has no Sort of Relation to the 
Death of CHRIST. In which Mercy and Sacri¬ 
fice, were not disjoined, but united. Which had, 
therefore, every Requifite, to make it moft per- 
fe£Hy acceptable to the KIN G of Heaven. 

We are allured by a Prophet, That it pleafed the 
IQRDto bruife his holy Child JESUS. GOD 

not 

f yfel. lxxxv, , 10 . f Matt. ix. tj. 
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not only gave up his SON to Sufferings, but gave 
Him up with a divitteComplacency*.—In like man¬ 
ner, the blcifl-d JESUS addreffed Himfelf to the 
dreadful Talk, not only without Reluctance, but 
with the utmoft Alacrity f. I delight to do thy Will , 
was the Language of his Soul.—Should You afk; 
How could the SON take pleafure in undergoing, 

or 


* Divine Complacency .—This is the Idea included in the 
original Word yon Ifai. liii. 10. Which is but poorly 
and faintly repreiented by the BeXilai of the 1 Septuagint. 
Itcorrefpouds with the vigorous Phrafe, ufed by the Voice 
from Heaven, fuJWije-a, Matt iii. 17. Or, it may be very 
exaftly tranflatedby St. Paul's, beautiful Kxpreflion, ivu.- 
fts-eilas, lleb. xiii. 16 -—In Conformity to this Sentiment, 
the great JEHOVAH is faid to fmell a Lvect Savour, 
or a Savour of R,ji mnu m in thofe Sacrifices, which 
prefigured the crucified JESUS, Gen viii. 21. 

f Utmoft Alacrity .—There is no Inconftftency between 
this Affection, and our LORD’S duplication ; FA- 
THE R, if it he puftiblc, l•! this Cup pafsfrom me : never- 
thelefs, not my TVili, but thine be done. fa) s Origen , 

« ptQvcs s.’s^arxolc.?, evop:cr*H[jLiiu oe tok Qiy.Qottvucri, This xvas 
the Voice „ not only of Refegnatian, but of Acquujcence and 
Complacency .—Such a deprecatory Liequelt, put up with 
fo much Earneflncfs, yet with fo much Submilfion, be¬ 
trayed not any Wcaknefs of Mind. It only fhewed the 
Reality of our LORD’S Manhood : that his Senfations 
were exactly like ours: that He affeCted no Stoical Apa¬ 
thy, but willingly endured, not proudly defpifed, Tri¬ 
bulation and Anguifh. Itdemonftrated likewife, beyond 
the Power of Defcription, the extreme Severity, and al- 
Ciolt infupportable Weight, of our R E D E E M E R’s 
Affliction. 

His tender Lnve to Mankind, and fervent Zeal for 
his FATHER’S Glory, prompted Him to defire thefe 
Sufferings. His invincible Relolution and unequaled 
Magnanimity, emboldened Him to meet them, with a 
generous Ardour. Yet they were fo terrible, that his 
Mature, being human, could not but recoil a little, at 
their Approach ; and, had it not been div> e alfo, muff 
inevitably have funk under the Load. 
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or the FATHER in inflicting, the molt agoniz¬ 
ing Sorrows ? I anfwer; On Account of that grand 
Series of Advantages, which, refulting from thence, 
wili extend—upwards t to Heaven—downwards to 
Earth—forwards through Eternity. 

“ A fevere Vengeance, You fay, fuch as makes 
“ our Ears to tingle.”—This is the very Thing in¬ 
tended, to awaken and alarm prefumptuous Offen¬ 
ders. That they may fee their horrid Guiltj fee 
their extreme Danger; and trifle no longer with 
the only Method of Reconciliation. A Method, 
calculated to ftrike the deepeft Terror, even while 
it cherilhes the brighteft Hope—ftrike the dccptjl 
Terror , on every perfevering Sinner—while it chc- 
rilhes the brightcjl Hope, in every returning Tranf- 
greffor. 

Ther. If one of my Servants had affronted or in¬ 
jured me; I fhould, upon his lubmiflive Acknow¬ 
ledgment, forgive his Fault, and not infift upon 
Satisfaction for the Wrong. Will You make the 
FATHER of Companions, more inexorable in 
his Nature, more sigid in his Demands, than a 
human Mafier ? 

Afp. When You have a Servant, that owes his 
Being to your Power; that has received innume¬ 
rable Benefits from your Bounty; yet has offered 
You innumerable Affronts, all attended with the 
moll aggravating Circumlbnccs, and ail in Defiance 
of the tnoji righteous Threatcnir.gs—When You are 
poflefted of immortal Majefty, and incomprehen- 
fible Perfection; when Truth inviolable, anJ Juf- 
tice inflexible, are efiential to your Chnra&er— 
Then, Tberon , the Parallel will hold good; and 

' Tour 
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Tour Conduct (hall be a Pattern for the Procedure 
ofTHE MOST HIGHEST. 

Till then, You and I muft be willing to forgive, 
becaufe GOD has made it our boundenDuty; and 
becaufe We have incomparably more to be forgiven 
by the JUD G E of the World, than We can pof- 
fibly remit to our Fellow-creatures. In the mean 
Time, You will allow the great JEHOVAH, 
who is glorious in Holincfs , to communicate his hea¬ 
venly Favours, after a Manner becoming Himfelf. 
On fuch augujl and honourable Terms, as fhall main¬ 
tain the Rights of his univerfal Government, and 
manifeft the confummate, the infinite Re&itude of 
his Nature. 

Ther. Might not G O D have canceled our Tranf- 
greflions, and received fallen Men into his Favour, 
without any Propitiation ?—To deny this, would 
be to limit the HOLY ONE of Ifrael-, and im- 
pofe Conditions on that uncontroulable Sovereign, 
Who giveth not Account of any of his Matters. 

Afp. We need not embarrafs Ourfelves, by enter¬ 
ing upon Enquiries, which may feem to lie beyond 
the Limits of human Underftanding. Enough for 
Us to know, that this Propitiation was abfolutcly ne- 
cejfary , with regard to the firft Covenant. For, as 
GOD had folemnly declared. In the Day Thou eatejl 
thereof dying Thou Jhalt die-, his Truth and Juftice 
ftood engaged to execute the Threatening. And 
no fecond Adam could reftore the firft, but by 
taking this Curfe upon Himfelf. 

Die Man , or JuJlice mujl 5 unlefs for Him 
Some other able, and as willing , pay 
The rigid Satisfaction, Death for Death *. 

There- 


* Milton, Book III. 210. 
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Therefore the Divine JESUS , who lay in tbs 
Bofom of the FATHER, and knew the Counfels 
ef Heaven, faid ; The Sen of Man must be lifted 
up * on the Crofs. From which it appears, that a 
Propitiation was indil'penfably requifite.—Becaufe, 
it was exprefly foretold by the antient Prophets 
(and the Scripture cannot be broken) that the 
MESSIAH Jbould be tut off out of the Land of the 
Living. —Becaufe, a Variety of Types, and a Mul¬ 
titude of Sacrifices, prefigured his Death. One of 
the Types, pointed out the very Manner of his Suf¬ 
fering j and all the Sacrifices, detached from their 
Dependence on this great Oblation, would have 
been beggarly Elements—mere, unavailing, empty 
Ceremonies. 

I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the uncon- 
troulable SOVEREIGN, to fuppofc Him in- 
tapable of acting otherwil'c, than in perfect and 
perpetual Confiftency with Himftlf.—Neither is it 
any Infringement on his abfolute Sovereignty, that 

He 

• John iii. 14. Am mv, Si c. The fame Expreffion is 
ufed, Lube xx iv. 26.—Perfectly conformable to this lead¬ 
ing Truth, is the current Language both of the Law and 
of the Gofpel. Under the Law, GOD himfelf protcJls; 
/ have fviorn, that the Iniquity of the Houfe of Eli Jhall not 
be purged nrUOlt rata with Sbaughtcred-offering, or with 
’Meat-offering for ever ; that is, no Kind of Oblation 
ihall be accepted; the Guilt flialf never be expiated, 
I Sam. iii. 14. Under the Gofpel, the Apoftle forewarns; 
If We fin wilfully, by a final Apoftacy from CHRIST, 
there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sins ; they are, to fuch 
Perfons, and in fuch Circumftances, abfolutely irremilE- 
ble, Heb. x. 26.—Which Phrafes are evidently connected 
with, and founded on, this grand DoCtrine; That the 
appointed, the only Way of obtaining Pardon from the 
righteous GOD, is, by the Intervention of an expiatosy 
Sacrifice. 
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He cannot lut order all Affairs, for the Honour of 
his Juftice, his Fidelity, and each of his exalted 
Perfe&ions.—?This is the very Thing, which the 
facred Writers exprefs in their plain but ftrong 
Language; GOD who cannot lie *: He cannot deny 
Himfelf. f 

Thcr. G O D is often faid to forgive our Sins 
particularly, in that fublime PalTage, where He 
proclaims his Name to Mofes, The LORD, the 
LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, long-fujfering, 
abundant in Goodnefs and Truth ; keeping Mercy for 
thoufands, forgiving Iniquity, ,Tranfgreffion, and Sin. 
f'low, Forgivenefs is a free Thing. Freenefs is 
implied in the very Nature of Pardon. Take away 
the former, and You deftroy the latter.—If an Equi¬ 
valent be given. Pardon is no longer Pardon, but 
a Pur chafe. Forgivenefs ceafes to be an A£t of 
Grace, and becomes the Payment of a Debt. 

Afy, The Text you quote is truly fublime, and 
-equally comfortable. But You forget to mention 
,one ^Article of very great Moment, which clofes 
and completes the glorious Character. Which 
feems added on purpofe, to prevent any wrong Ap- 
prehenfions of the D EIT Y, and to guard againft 
all Abufe of the Doctrine. He will in no wife clear 
the Guilty J.—G O D will not, on any Conftdera- 

tion 

• Tit. i. 2. f? Tim. ii. 13. 

J He-will in no wife clear the Guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
This Text is not without its Difficulty, efpecially in the 
Original.— Steuchus interprets the Words, Et innocent non 
erit fine Piaculo: He lhall not be acquitted without a pia- 
* cular Sacrifice.—I think, they may be tranflated, with a 
little more Propriety and Exattnefs, thus ; Pardoning Ini- 

» 
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tion whatever, abfolve the obftinate, perfevering, 
irreclaimable Offender: neither will He acquit any 
of the guilty Race, abfolutely, unconditionally, or 
without fuch a Satisfaction, as may repair the Ho* 
nour of his injured Law. 

We have Redemption through his Blood, fays the 
Apoftle, even the Forgiven e/s of our Sins *. It is For* 
givenefs. You fee, though bought with a Price. It 
is Remiflion, though procured by Blood.—-It is free, 
with regard to that fovereign BEING, who par- - 
dons. For, He was under no Obligation to admit 
of a propitiatory Sacrifice; but might, without any 
Diminution of his Dignity, have left all Mankind 
to perilh in their Sins.—It is free, with regard to 
the obnoxious Creatures, who are pardoned. For, 
it is vouchfafed, without any Satisfaction demanded 
at their Hands, or any Penalty infliCted on their 
Perfons.—It is in this refped: alfo free j that ait Iit- 
Vox.. I. M tereft 

quity, 1‘ranfgreJJion, and Sin, npt* npn tboughH/will 
by no means let it go unpnnijhed, meaning Sin; which is 
the immediate Antecedent ; is exprefied in the three pre¬ 
ceding Words; and may very properly be referred to in 
this Claufe. Then the Senie will be, as follows; 

“ Though GOD pardons Sin, yet it {hall not go un- 
“ punilhed. He will certainly infliCt his righteous Vea- 
<i ' geance, and exercif? his punitive Juftice, though not 
“ on the Sinner, whom He {pares; yet on the SURE. 
“ T Y, whom He has provided.”—In the fame Manner 
Coeceiut renders the Paffage, £t non txercens Impunitattm ; 
and expounds it much to the fame Purpofe.—We have 
this very Word, in the fame remarkable Conftruftion, 
Jer. xxx. ti. npnt vb np«; which is tranflated, J will 
not leave thee altogether unpunijbed. Which precifely fig- 
nifies, Abfalving I will not ab/olvt Tbeo ; and, according 
to our Manner of fpeaking, imports, l trill by no Meant 
acquit Thee, as itytocent. 

• Eph, *. 7- 
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tereft In the great Atonement is' granted to Us, 
without the leaft Merit, or any deferving Qualifica¬ 
tions of our own. 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moft 
tenderly and inexpreflibly merciful. And will any 
One calumniate this majdlic and venerable Method 
of exercifing Mercy ? Becaufe Provifion is made for 
the equal Glory of Truth and Holinefs?—Calum¬ 
niate ! Surely, it becomes Us to admire and adore, 
faying with the Pfalmift; JuJlice and Judgment are 
the Habitation of thy Throne*. Juftice fatisfied, 
and Judgment fully executed, in the Perfon of the 
MEDIATOR, are the Rafts or Foundation of 
thy Throne. The Foundation, on which thy 
Throne of Grace is ere&ed, and from which all its 
Adminiftrations proceed. 

Ther. Does not yoiir Notion of a propitiatory Sa¬ 
crifice, derogate from the Goodnefs of the Almighty 
FATHER; and transfer all our Obligations to 
the incarnate SON ? 

Jfp. Is there not Goodnefs, in allowing a Subfti- 
tute tp fuffer in our Stead?—Is there not ftill greater 
Goodnefs, in providing a Subftitute for Us, without 
any Solicitation on our Part ?—Is there not the very 
higheft Exertion of Goodnefs, in devoting a dear, 
an only, an incomparably excellent SON; in de¬ 
voting HIM to the dreadful Purpofe ?—This mar¬ 
velous Scheme, far, very far from obfeuring, moft 
illuftrioufly difplays, the fuperabundant Loving- 
kindnefs of the F AT HER. 

GOD 

* Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. The Original [13D fignifies a Bafis , 
dr Supporter. Which, when applied to a Throne , is evi¬ 
dently more proper than the Word Habitation. 
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GOD fo loved the World , apoftate and polluted 
as it was— How did He love it ? To a Degree, un¬ 
utterable by any Tongue; inconceivable by any 
Imagination; and only to be exprefled by the infi¬ 
nitely precious Effects. Loved it so, that He gave 
his only-begotten SON, that uihcfoever believctb on 
Him Jhould not perijh, but have cverltjling Life*. 
And does this derogate from the Goodnefs of the 
Almighty FATHER? Not barely to give Par¬ 
don and Life, but to give them through the Hands* 
nay, through the Wounds, the Agonies, the Death 
of his divinelt, deareft SON ! 

Such Privileges, vouchfafed in any Way, mud 
challenge the devouteft Acknowledgments. But, 
when attended with this additional- Demonftration 
of Favour, they inflame Us with Gratitude, and 
tranfport Us with Admiration. They not only 
manifeft, but f commend the divine Love: they 
fhew it to the greateft Advantage ; fhew it in the 
utmoft Perfection ; with every Circumftance, of 
grand Recommendation, and high Endearment.-— 
By this Means, blefled GOD, Thou haft unfpeak- 
ably enhanced thy Benefits ! Thou haft rendered 
M 2 them, 

• John iii. 16. 

f Rom. v. 8. Xtmrwi. It feems to be an Image taken 
from the Prafticeof Trade/men. Who, in ihewing their 
Goods, point out and enlarge upon their Excellencies; 
fetting in the cleared Light, whatever may befpeak their 
Worth, or recommend them to the Purchafer.—Perhaps, 
it may allude to the Cuftom of fending, with fome fa¬ 
vourite and worthy Perfon, tecommendatory Letters. In 
which his good Qualities are deferibed; and every Thing 
is mentioned, that may embellilh his Chara&er, and ren¬ 
der his Prefence refpeftable. In this Senfe St. Paul ufea 
thofe nearly related Words, Q/nramr, £vr*W», a Cor, 
iii. i. 
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them, though invaluable in themfelves , exceedingly 
more fo, by the Manner of conferring them ! 

Tier. Again in your Elevations, Afpafio ?—The 
World, You know, is grown very rational and in- 
quifitive j will admit nothing, but upon clear Evi¬ 
dence, and full Convi&ion. We expe£t, there¬ 
fore, in all religious Enquiries, not the Flights of 
Fancy, or the Sallies of Zeal; but a Sobriety of 
Reafon, and Solidity of Argument. 

AJp, The World, rational as it is, feems, by the 
Tafte of the prefent Age, no Enemy to Works of 
Fancy. The World, therefore, may not be dif- 
pleafed with an affefting Story. And a Story, 
fuitable to the Occafion, juft occurs to my Mind. 
Such as may ferve to (hadow forth, though very 
faintly , the furpaffing Benignity and Grace of our 
crucified LORD. 

A certain AJiatic Queen, departing this Life, left 
behind Her three accomplifhed Sons; all arrived to 
Years of Maturity.—The young Princes were at 
{Irife, who (hould pay the higheft Refpeet to their 
royal Mother’s Memory. To give Scope for their 
generous Contention, they agreed to meet at the 
Place of her Interment; and there prefent the moll 
honourable Gift, they knew how to devife, or were 
able to procure.—The Eldejl came, and exhibited 
a fumptuous Monument; confifting of the richeft 
Materials, and ornamented with the moil exquifite 
Workmanfhip.—The Second ranfacked all the Beau¬ 
ties of the blooming Creation; and offered a Gar¬ 
land of fuch admirable Colours, and delightful 
Odours, as had never been feen before.—The 
JToungeft appeared, without any pompous Prepara¬ 
tion} having only a cryftal Bafon in one Hand, and 

a filver 
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a filver Bodkin in the other. As foon as He ap¬ 
proached, He threw open his Brcaft; pierced a 
Vein, which fay oppofite to his Heart; received 
the Blood in the tranfparent Vafe; and, with an 
Air of affectionate Reverence, placed it on the 
Tomb.—The Spectators, ftruck with the Sight, 
burft into a Shout of general Applaufe; arid imme¬ 
diately gave the Preference to this laft Oblation. 

If it was reckoned fuch a Angular Expreflion of 
Love, to expend a few of thofe precious Drops, for 
the Honour of a Parent: O ! how matchlefs! how 
ineffable was the Love of JESUS , in pouring out 
all his vital Blood, for the Salvation of Enemies! 

Ther. My greateft Objection is ftill to come.—If 
CHRIST fuffered in our Stead; He muft fuffer 
that very Punifhment, which was due to our Iniqui¬ 
ties. This your orthodox Divines affirm to be in¬ 
comparably worfe than bodily Death; to be nothing 
lefs than the everlafting Difpleafure of GOD. 

Afp. The Punifhment due to our Iniquities, was 
Shame, Death, and the divine Wrath. 

As for Shame —Was ever Shame, like that Shame, 
which our defpifed REDEEMER bore?—Tho* 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, yet born in a 
Stable, and laid in a Manger.—When an Infant, 
exiled from his own Country, and a Vagabond in 
a foreign Land.—When engaged in the Difcharge 
of his Miniilry, accufed of the moil flagitious 
Crimes, and branded with the blackeft Names.—. 
When brought to his Exit, apprehended a$ a Thief; 
condemned as a Malefactor; nay, the vileft of Ma¬ 
lefactors, a Robber and a Murderer, is preferred 
before him.—His Executioners poured Contempt 
M3 upon 



1 66 DIALOGUE IT. 

upon all his venerable Offices. As a King, they 
ridiculed Him, by putting a Mock-Sceptre into his 
Hand ; and crowning Him with ragged Thorns *, 
inf lead of a royal Diadem. They vilified his pro¬ 
phetic Character, by hood-winking his Eyes; (hik¬ 
ing his blefied Head; and then afking, in 'cruel 
Derifion, Who it veas that Jmotc Him f. They caft 
Reproach upon his priejlly Undertaking, when they 
fharpened their Tongues with malicious Irony, and 
(hot out thofe bitter Words ; He faved Others , Him- 
Jelf He cannot fave J.— To render his Infamy as pub¬ 
lic, as it was Ihocking, they hung Him on a 'Free ; 
and expofed Him, deiiled as He was with Spitting, 
and disfigured with Wounds, to the gazing Eyes and 
contumelious Scoffs of numberlefs Spectators. 

If You doubt, whether CHR /iS'Tfuflaincd the 
Wrath of G OD, let Us follow Him to the Garden 
of Gethfemane. A Scene, which I would always re¬ 
collect, when I walk along the fertile V ale, or ex¬ 
patiate amidft the flowery Garden ||, or enjoy the 
Delights of any rural i<etirement.—He had no Re- 
morfe, to alarm his fpotlefs Confcience; yetFear- 

fulnefs 

* To have crowned the blefled JESUS with Straw, 
would have been a vile lnlult, and treating Him like an 
ambitious Madman. But to crown Him with keen, pun¬ 
gent, lacerating Thorns, was adding Cruelty to their In¬ 
tuits; unhe.net of Barbarity to the molt contemptuous 
Mockery. Matt, xxvii. 29. » 

f Scornfully inliuuating, that his facred prophetic 
Office yvas fit for nothing, but to ferye fuch delpicable 
Fuipufcs, Matt. xxvi. 68. 

t Matt, xxvii. 42. 

|| Alluding to the Evangeliil’s Defcription of Getkft• 
enc.ne, who rcprelents it as a Garden -, and to the Etymo¬ 
logy of the W ord, which fignifies a fat or fruitful Valley, 
OUDiP R’J John xviii. 1. Matt. xxvi. 36. 
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fulnefs and Trembling came upon Him. No Vio¬ 
lence was offered to his facred Perfon 5 yet a hor¬ 
rible Dread overwhelmed Him.—He was anointed 
with the Oil of Gladnefs, above his Fellows*. 
Yet fo intenfe was his Affliction, that it fetched 
Tears f from his Eyes, and forced that melancholy 
Cry from his Lips ; Afy Soul is forrowful; exceed¬ 
ing forrouiful\ forrowlul even unto*Dcath%. —’Twas 
Night, cold Night; and though our Divine MAS¬ 
TER lay proftrate upon the Earth, amidft the Fall 
of chilli-.g Dews, Re fweat —He fweat Blood —Yea, 
fo fore was this ftrange, unfecn Conflict, that He 
fweat tyre at Drops of Blood ; running down, in reek¬ 
ing Streams, to the Ground.—What Caufe, what 
adequate Caufe, can be affigned for this amazing 
Anguifh ? None hut the Wrath of his Almighty 
FATHER. Who was now become an inexor¬ 
able JUDGE; treated Him no longer as the 
SON of his Love, but as the SURETY for un¬ 
numbered Millions of guilty Creatures. 

Ther. Was it poffible, that the innocent and 
holy JESUS , the dearly beloved SON of GOD, 
(hould become an Object of His FATHER’S 
Wrath ? 

Jfp. It was not only poffible, but unavoidable 
and neceffa'ry. Unavoidable , with refpedt to the di¬ 
vine Holinefs; neceffary , for the Procurement of our 
Redemption.—Sin was charged upon CHRIST j 
all the Sins of all Believers, in all Ages and Places 
of the World. And could the infinitely righteous 
GOD behold-fuch a Deluge of Iniquities, (thofe 
abominable Things, which He hateth) without ex- 
preffing his Difpkafure ? Or could the bleffed JE- 
M 4 SUS 

* Pfal. xlv. 7. f Heb. v. 7. } Matt. xxvi. 38. 
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SUS be punifhed, truly punilhed for them, without 
any painful Senfation of their horrid Evil, and of 
that tremendous Indignation which they deferved ? 

If this was not the Cafe, who can maintain the 
Dignity of his Conduct, during the Agony in the 
Garden?—Was there no Pouring out of the divine 
Difpleafure ? Then his Behaviour in that Hour of 
Tryal, did not equal the Intrepidity of the three 
Hebrew Youths ; who continued calm, and with¬ 
out the leaft Perturbation, while the Furnace was 
heated into feven-fold Rage *.—But if this was the 
Time, in which, (no created Arm being ffrong 
enough to give the Blow) it pleajcd the LORD 
to bruj'e Him f ; if this was the Time, in which 
the mod high GOD bent his Bow like an Enemy , 
and jlood with his Right-hand as an Mverfary J ; it 
is eafy, very eafy to account for the prodigious Con- 
fternation of our REDEEMER. No wonder 
that his Heart, though endued with otherwife in¬ 
vincible Fortitude, fhould become like melting 
Wax. For, who knowcth the Power of that 
Wrath, at which the Pillars of Heaven tremble || ? 

Ah! Theron-, the Vinegar and the Gall, which 
they gave Him to drink, were not half fo bitter , as 
the Cup ot his FATHER’S Wrath. Yet, for 
our fake. He drank it off to the very Drews.— 
The Nails, that pierced his Hands j the Spear, 
that cleft his Heart} were i.ot half fo /harp, as the 
Frowns of his eternal FATHER’S Countenance. 
Which, for our Confolation, He patiently fub- 

mitted 

• Dan. ill. 16, 17, 18. 

t Ifni. liii. 10. The Prophet lays not, It pleafed the 
LORD, that wicked Men Ihould bruifeHim; but. It 
pleafed the LORO himfelf to bruift Him. 

X Lant. li. 4. || Jobxxvi. 11. 
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mitted to bear.—He was rent with Wounds, and 
racked with Pain; his Bones were diflocated, and 
his Nerves convulfed; a thoufand thorny Daggers 
were planted in his Temples, and Life flowed out 
at ten thoufand gufliing Veins. Yet this, all this 
was gentle , was lenient , in comparifon of thofe in- 
expreflible Agonies, which penetrated his very Soul, 
The former, drew not a Angle Complaint from his 
Mouth : the latter, wrung from his breaking Heart 
that paflionate Exclamation; My GOD! My 
GOD! why haft Thou forfdken met —Allonifhing 
Words : Surely, a Dilirds, beyond all Imagina¬ 
tion grievous*, uttered them. Surely, the Ven¬ 
geance, not of Men, but of Heaven itfelf, extorted 
them. Every Syllable of which fpeaks, what the 
mourning Prophet deferibes; Is it nothing to Ton-, 

all 

* To heighten ourldeaof this Diftrefs, theEvangelilU 
irv ke ufe of the mofi forcible Words—ep|a1o 
He was Icized with the mojl alarming Aftonilhment—* 
u\|unn, He was overwhelmed with i >fimportable Dejec¬ 
tion — mpikwc€t‘, He was beficged on all tides, as it were, 
with an Army of invading Sorrows —He wrefled, amidft 
ltrong Cries and Tears, not only with the Maliceof Men, 
and Rage of Devils, but with the infinitely more dreaded 
Indignation of G OD : He wreftled even unto an Agony 
of Spirit, £» All thefe Circumflances of Horror 

and Anguiih, conilitute what a celebrated Poet very 
juftly ftyles, 

A Weight of Woe more than ten Worlds could hear! 

The Critic, probably, will admire the Propriety and 
Beauty of this Line. Which, compofed of nothing but 
Monofyllables, and clogged with the frequent Repetition 
of a cumbrous Confonant, makes the Sound remarkably 
appofue to the Senfe—May We all be jacred Criiics ! 
Have, not only a refined Tafte, to relilh fuch Elegancies 
of Compofition, but an awakened Heart, to feci the 
Energy of fuch important Truths! 

2 
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all Ye that pafs by P Behold and fee ! if there be any 
Sorrow like unto my Sorrow-, wherewith the LORD 
hath afflicted me , in the Day of his fierce Anger * P 

Here, now, is our whole Punilhment endured; 
Shame of the Crofs, and the Sorrows of Death; 
the Sufpenfions of the ALMIGHT Y’s Favour, 
and the terrible Senfations of his Wrath. 

Ther. Be itfo. Yet all this amounts to no more, 
than Part of Payment. For, thefe Sufferings were 
tranfient; temporary only, not eternal. Therefore, 
the main Circumftance, the moft bitter Ingredient, 
Was wanting. 

Afp. In the Eftimate of divine Juftice, and in 
point of penal Satisfaction, they were equivalent to 
our endlefs Punifhmentt- Efpecially, if We con- 
fider the Severity of the Sufferings, and the Dignity 
of the SUFFERER. 

The Severity of the Sufferings.—Let me illuftratc 
this Point by a Comparifon. At the laft Day, all 
thofe fierce eruptive Flames, which have raged in 
eEtna, in Vefuvius, and in every other burning 
Mountain throughout the World—All thofe con¬ 
fined fubterranean Fires, which have fo terribly 
fbaken the Foundations of Jamaica , Sicily, and 
Conftantinople —In a Word; the whole Element of 
Fire, however employed through all the Revolu¬ 
tions of Time, wherever diffufed through all the 
Regions of the Globe, will then be collected from 
all Quarters, and burft forth in one vaft, refiftlefs, 
general Conflagration. In forne Juch Manner, all 

that 


* Lam. i. iz. 

f ha quidem ut br'ev'u Pajfio C RISTI aterrue Dam •» 
nan durum etquipolltat: fif VniusPafiio tot EleClorum Mjria- 
dibus redimendisJuJficiat, Wits, in Sjmb. 
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that Wrath, which was due to the innumerable 
Multitude of Sinners, redeemed from every People, 
and Nation; which, if executed on the offending 
Creatures, had been prolonged to eternal Ages; all 
that Wrath, contra&ed into one inconceivably 
dreadful Blaze, was at once poured out upon the in- 
terpoiing SURETY; at once flamed forth on our 
heavenly V ICT 1 M.—This will appear more than 
probable, if, among other Particulars, We con¬ 
template the unequaled Magnanimity of our 
LORD, who is fly led the Lion of the Tribe of Ju¬ 
dah *; and compare it with his bloody Sweat in 
the Garden, and his exceeding bitter Cry on the 
Crofs +. 

The Dignity of the SUFFERER.—Had our 
S AV IO U R’s Sufferings been the Sufferings of a 
mere Man, or of the mod exalted Angel, 1 acknow¬ 
ledge, they could have bore no Proportion to our 
Demerit, But they were the Sufferings of the 
PRINCE of Heaven, and the LORD of Glory: 
before whom all Men are as Duff, and all Angels 
as Worms.—Was an infinite MAJESTY of¬ 
fended? An infinite MEDIATOR atoned. 
Weigh the Dignity, the divine Dignity of the 
REDEEMER’S Perfon, againft the everlafting 
Duration of our Punifhment. It will not only 
counter-balance , but preponderate. —Finite Creatures 
can never make an infinite Satisfaction; no, not 

through 

• Rev. v. 5. 

+ I think, the Language of the Creek Liturgy, is the 
Language of Arid Propriety, as well as of fervent Devo¬ 
tion, A/ aftaruy Qa urafiti/xaltm. The Sufferings of our 
LORD were, in their Meafure and Weight, vaft, tre¬ 
mendous, unknonun: abfolutely beyond the Reach of 
human Imagination. 
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through the moft unlimited Progreflion of Ages. 
Whereas, when our LORD undertook the Work, 
being truly and properly infinite, He finifhed it at 
ance.— So that his Sufferings, though temporary, 
have an All-fufficiency of Merit and Efficacy. They 
are, in this Refpedl, adequate; nay, on Account of 
the Infinitude of his Nature, they arc more than 
adequate to an Eternity of Punifhment. 

It was JMMANUEL , it was the incarnate 
GOD, who purchafed the Church , and redeemed 
Sinners, with his own Bleed*. The immenfc Dig¬ 
nity and Grandeur of our S AV IOUR, commu¬ 
nicated their ennobling Influence, to every Tear 
He flied, to every Sigh He heaved, to every Pang 
He felt. This renders his Sufferings a perftfi, as 
their vicarious Nature renders them a proper Satif- 
fadtion. And though the Wood of Lebanon was not 
Jvfficient to burn, nor all the Beajls thereofjiffeient for 
a Burnt-offering +; yet this Sacrifice fully anfwers 
the Exigence of the Cafe.---This Sacrifice fends 
up an evcr-acceptable Odour to the Skies, and dif- 
fufes its fweet Perfume through all General ions: 
fuch as appeafes Heaven, and revives the World. 

Yes, Theron ; You mud give me Leave to repeat 
the fublime and delightful Truth. It was GOD, 
the greet GOD , even our SAVIOUR JESUS 
CHRIST\ who gave Himfelf for Us J. His Sacri¬ 
fice. 

* Alls xx. *8. The original Words are remarkably 
emphatical. They exprefs with the utmoft Prerifion, 
they afeertain with the greateft Cogency, the moll im¬ 
portant and precious of all Truths. Tc» ixxX'icia* to ©str, 
V «tpH*otr l <ra th ilw etifcdlos. The Church of G 0 D, 
which H E hath perch aft d with His own proper 
Blood, 


f Ifai. xl. 16. 


I Tit. ii. 13, 14. 
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fice therefore rauft be inconceivably meritorious. O! 
that Sinners, the vilejl of Sinners, knew its all- 
fufficient Efficacy ! They would no longer be holden 
in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that deftruCtive Sug- 
geftion of the Devil, There is no Hope*. 

Thcr. What valuable End could fuch vicarious 
Sufferings accomplilh ? Suppofe GOD abfolutely 
inexorable, and they cannot avail. Suppofe Him 
divinely merciful, and they are necdlefs. 

Jfp. The Difficulty You proj ofe, I think, has 
been obviated already. So that 1 have no Occafion 
to folve your Dilemma, but only to anfwer your 
Queftion. Which I fhall do, firft in general; by 
collecting into a Point, the Subllance of this and 
the preceding Conference. Thefc Sufferings—as 
a Punijhment, gave ample Satisfaction to the divine 
violated Law—as a Sacrifice , they perfectly recon¬ 
ciled Us to our offended G O D-—as a Price , they 
redeemed Us from every Evil, and purchaied for 
Us a Title to all Good. 

This is a SubjeCt of the mod diftinguilhed Im¬ 
portance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would 
abufe his Patience, if I dwell a Moment longer oa 
the favourite Topic.—A Topic, which attracts the 
Attention of Heaven, Earth, and Hell. The Crofs 
of CHRIST is the Object of Approbation and 
ineffable Complacency, to the eternal CREA¬ 
TOR ; of Wonder and Admiration, to all intel¬ 
ligent and holy Creatures ; of Alarm and Anguifli, 
to the infernal Holts.—The Church of GOD, for 
above four thoufand Years, was continually look¬ 
ing towards it, with Expectation and longing De¬ 
fire, 


Jer.il. *5. 
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fire. We are now looking to it, as the one Foun¬ 
dation of our Comfort; while other Generations 
are riling, and will rife in uninterrupted Succelfions, 
to behold it with renewed Ardour and Delight, 
And when Time fhall be no more, innumerable 
Multitudes of Saints and Angels, will be locking 
backwards on it, with Adoration and Tranfport, 
even in the remoteft Ages of Eternity. 

Ther. True; but You have not mentioned the 
particular Ends, accomplilhed by this great Tranf- 
adtion. 

Afp. I might enumerate many Ends, all magni¬ 
ficent and gracious. 1 content myfelf with fpeci- 
fying a few. But fuch as bring the higheft Glory 
to GO D—adminiftcr the moll folid Comfort to 
Man—and moll effectually promote the lnterefts of 
Piety, 

Here We have a Manifellation of inflexible Juf- 
tice, in Concert with unbounded Goodnefs.— In¬ 
flexible Jujlice ; in that the great and terrible GOD, 
though determined to exercife Mercy, would exer- 
cife it only in fuch a Manner, as might vindicate 
the Authority of his Law; might teftify the Purity 
of his Nature ; and declare the inviolable Faithful - 
nefs of his Word.— Unbounded Goodnefs-, in that He 
with-held not his SON, his only SON, but 
freely gave Him up for Us all. Gave up “ the 
BRIGHTNE S S of his Glory,” to be covered 
with Infamy ; gave up “ the B E LO V E D of his 
** Soul,” to expire in Agonies; on purpofe to ob¬ 
tain Honour and Immortality for apoftate Men.— 
The Torments inflicicd on all the Damned in Hell, 
are not fo fearful a Monument of G O D’s Juftice* 
as thofe dying Agonies of the LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, 
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CHRIST. Nor could a thoufand IVirlds , beftowed 
on every Believer, have been fuch an Adi of fuper- 
abundant Munificence, as that Gift of his ever- 
blefled SON. 

Look We for Power and JVifdom? —To uphold 
the Humanity of CIIR 1ST, under all the ftudied 
Cruelties of Men, under the infatiate Rage of De¬ 
vils, and the far more tremendous Curfe of the di¬ 
vine Law* : to conquer Sin, and Death, and Hell, 
by a Perfon bound with Fetters, nailed to a Tree, 
and crucified in JVeabnj's : to expiate, by one Offer¬ 
ing, the innumerable Millions of Crimes, com¬ 
mitted by all his People, from the Beginning to 
the End of Time : was not this Power ? matchlefs 
Power ? aftonifhing Power ?—And as for JVifdom , 
how admirable was the Contrivance, which could 
harmonize the feemingly oppoiite Claims of Mercy 
and of Juftice ! Could not only fatisfy each, but 
magnify both ! — Had Punifhment been executed 
on the wretched helplefs Sinner, Mercy had loft 
her amiable Honours. Had the Sinner been re- 
ftored to Favour, without any Penalties fuflained 
either byHimfelft.r his SURETY, Juftice had 
been fet afide as an infignificant Attribute. Where¬ 
as, by our LOR D’s vicarious and expiatory Suf¬ 
ferings, both are nunifefted, and both are exalted. 

There- 

• j fiat. xlii. 6. 1 the LORD will hold thine Hand, 

and will keep Thee. This is ipoken of the ME SSI A H. 
h gives Him A durance of effectual Support, when the 
Vengeance of Heaven, the Fury of Hell, and the Sin* 
of the World, fhould fall upon Him with united Vio¬ 
lence. To fupport the M liDIATOR under thefe 
Circumftances, is mentioned as a very diftinguifhed Aft 
of that omnipotent Arm, which created the Heavens, and 
fpread forth the Earth, ahd givetb Spirit to them that 
s walk therein. Ver. 5. 3 
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Therefore the Scripture affirms, that GOD hath 
not only exercifed, but abounded in Wifdom and Pru¬ 
dence —nay, hath abounded in all Wildom and Pru¬ 
dence *, by this Combination of righteous Venge¬ 
ance and triumphant Grace. Which is, at once, 
fo honourable to Himfelf, and fo advantageous to 
his People. 

Ther. “ Advantageous to his People.”—I am glad, 
You are come to this Point. This is what 1 want 
to have cleared up I am for thofe DoCtrines, which 
glorify GOD, by doing Good to Man. Give me 
the Religion, whofe Afpe& is benign, and whofe 
Agency is beneficial. Not like a Meteor , to dazzle 
Us with a vain Glitter. Not like a Comet , to terrify 
Us with a formidable Glare. But like yonder Sun, 
whofe Beams fhed Light, and difFufe Joy all around. 

J/p. Is this what You feek, and what You prize ? 
Then the Chrijlian Religion, this Do&rine in par¬ 
ticular, will anfwer your largeft Expectations, and 
challenge your higheft Eftcem. For it is rich with 
Benefits of the molt needful, the molt definable, 
and mod exalted Kind. 

The firft and leading Bleffing is Pardon ofi Sins .— 
Pardon, not of fmall Sins only, but of the mod 
aggravated, the mod horrid, the mod enormous. Be 
they flaming as Scarlet, be they foul as the Dung¬ 
hill, be they black as Hell itfelf; yet they fhall be 
as the fpotlefs Wool, or as the Virgin Snows f: 
they ihall, by Virtue of this grand Expiation, be 
as though they had never been.—Pardon, not of a 
few, but of all Sins. Be they numerous as the 
Hairs of our Head •, numerous as the Stars of Hea¬ 
ven! or innumerable as the Sands upon the Sea- 
' j, &orei 

• Eph. i. $, + Ifai. i. 18. 



OUIOC I>£ IV, 177 

{hare; the Blood of JESUS CHRIST cfanfetb 
from them ALL*, 

Hereby We have Viflory over Death , and Admit * 
tance into eternal Life, —For thus faith the holy 
Apoftlfi, concerning the poor Sojourners in Clay $ 
Seeing therefore the Children were Partaken tf Flejh 
and Blood, HE alfo partook of the fame j that by un* 
dergoing Death, He might defray Him who had the 
Power of Death, that is the Devil; and deliver thofe, 
who, through Fear of Depth, vjerc all their Life-aime 
fubjetl to Bondage f.—Apd thus frith the yeneyabls 
Elder, concerning the triumphant Inhabitants of 
Heaven; Thcfe are they, who came out of great Tri¬ 
bulation ; and have wajhed their Robes, and made them 
white in the Blood of the LAMB; thereforf are 
they before the Throne 

The Philif ines rejoiced, when Samfon, the De* 
ftroyer of their Country, was delivered into their 
Hapds. How much greater Reafon have We to re¬ 
joice, fince the bjefled JESUS has vanqpifljed our 
laft Enemy! Has made Death th* Minifter of end- 
lefs Life, and the Grave a Gate to immortal Glory! 
— J°f e ph had Caufe to be glad, when He put off 
his Prifop-garments, and was clothed with Change 
of Raiment: when He was brought from the Dun* 
geon to the Palace, and honoured with a Seat at 
the Right-hand of the King. But is i$ not an in¬ 
comparably richer Blefftng, to haye our Robes walhed 
in redeeming Blood, and pur Souls cleanfed from 
all Guilt? Is it nor an incomparably higher 44vance s 
ment, to be admitted into the blifsful Prefence, and 
to pofiefs the everiaftjng Kingdom of G O D ? 

Vo t. I, N To 

• 1 John i. 7. f Hefc. ii. 14, sj. f Rey, 
wi. >4, 
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To comprehend all in a word—Hereby are pro¬ 
cured, even for the molt unworthy Creatures, all the 
Benefits of the New Covenant. Therefore, the Blood 
of CHRIST is (fyled by a Prophet, The Blood of 
thy Covenant * ; by an Apoftle, The Blood of the ever - 
lifting Covenant f ; and our LORD himfelf fays. 
This is the new Covenant in my Blood %.—Is it a Pri¬ 
vilege to know GOD, the infinitely glorious Cen¬ 
ter and Source of all Perfection ? Is it a moll valuable 
Endowment, to have his holy Laws put into our 
Minds, and his heavenly Precepts written on our 
Hearts? Is it a Branch of real Eelicity, to have our 
numberlefs Sins forgiven, and not one of our Iniqui¬ 
ties remembered any more? Is it the Compendium 
of all llappincfs, to have GOD for our Portion, 
and our exceeding great Reward? To be his peculiar 
Treafure, his loving and beloved People |(.—Of all 
thefe We may fay. They are the Purcbafe of IM- 
M A N U E L’s Blood : and whoever is truly in- 
tcrefted in the latter, is unquellionably intitled to 
all the former. 

Who then would refufe fo comfortalle a Doc¬ 
trine ? Which— 

Ther. Is too comfortable, We might imagine, to 
be cither true in itfelf, or fafe in its Confequences. 
Mull it not tend to embolden the Sinner in theProfe- 
cution of his Vices? Who need fcruple to tranfgrefs, 
or be very folicitous to repent; if an all-atoning 
SACRIFICE has been offered, for every Kind, 
and every Degree of Wickednefs ? 

5 JfP- 

* Zech. i^. 11. f Heb. xiii. 20. 

| Luke xxii. 20. The original Word iiafliiwi lignifie* 
either a Teft ament, or ^Covenant. 

|| Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. 
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Afp. Would You have Sinners intimidated? No¬ 
thing fpeaks fuch Terror to the Children of JDifobe- 
dicncc, as the bitter Pa/lion, and accurfed Death of 
CHRIST .—All the rhetorical Aggravations of Sin, 
with regard to its lcathfome Nature, and execrable 
Vilenefs—all the Severity of Vengeance, executed 
upon rebellious Angels, or wicked Men—all, all 
are weak and inexprellive, compared with the dread¬ 
ful Empbafts of this great Tranl'aAion. For, if the 
LORD Almighty (pared not his own SON, when 
Sin was, not committed by Him, but only imputed 
to Him ; how much lefs (hall He fpare incorrigible 
Offenders, who both habitually commit, and obfti- 
nately perfift in, their daring Impieties ? 

If, by Repentance, You mean an ingenuous Sorrow 
for our TranigrelTions; nothing is fo likely to break 
the ftony, or melt the icy Heart, as thefe doleful 
Effccfs of Sin.—Let Us imagine Ourfelvcs prefen* 
at Calvary , and .Handing by the Crofs. See! the 
innocent, the amiable, the illuftrious SAVIOUR, 
hangs on a Tree. A Tree, torturous as the Rack, 
and ignominious as the Gibbet!—See! his Face is 
foul with (pitting, and his Back tore with the 
Scourge. His Veins dream with Blood, and his 
•Heart is wounded with Anguifh.—There he hangs, 
abandoned by his Friends; reviled by his Enemies; 
and forfalcen even by his GOD.—Can We reflect, 
that We, even We were the Caufe of this incon- 
foLble Mifcry; and not feel Remorfe in our Con- 
fciences, or Sorrow in our Minds? Can We re¬ 
flet, that for Us, for Us He bore this amazing 
Torment; and not finite our Breads, or be pained 
at our very Souls ? 

Ns If, 
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If, by Repentance, You mean a thorough Renun¬ 
ciation of all Iniquity; no Motive is fo effeftual, to 
divorce the Heart from every abominable Idol, and 
divert the Feet from every evil Way, as an attentive 
Conflderation of our REDEEMER’S Death.— 
Whofe Indignation does not rife againft the infa¬ 
mous Wretch, that betrayed the bleffed JESUS? 
Who is not ready to deteft thofe invenomed 
Tongues, which accufed Him; and thofe barba¬ 
rous Hands, which crucified Him ? Yet our Lulls 
■were more guilty, in this Rcfpeft, than Judas or 
the Jews. Our Lulls and evil Deeds were the prin¬ 
cipal A£tors in this deepeft of Tragedies : How then 
can We carefs; how can We entertain; yea, how 
can We endure thofe execrable Iniquities, which 
were the Betrayers and Murderers of the PRINCE 
of Life ?— He bore our Sins in his own bleeding, 
Agonizing Body on the Tree ; not that We Ihould 
be emboldened to repeat them, but incited to ab¬ 
hor them, and induced to forfake them. That, in 
our Pra&ice and our Affe&ions, We Ihould be 
averfe, be even dead to Sin *. 

If You would have Benevolence , your favourite 
Principle, take place and operate; it is impoflible to 
urge fo endearing a Perfuafive to univerfal Good¬ 
will, as this Kindnefs and Love of GOD our SA¬ 
VIOUR f. How can We indulge the Sallies of 
Refentment, or harbour the Seeds of Animofity; 
when the meek, the merciful, the infinitely gracious 
REDEEMER, laid down his Life for his bit- 
tereft Enemies ? How can We treat with Contempt 
or Indifference, even the meanejl of Mankind ; fince 
Opr Divine MASTER gave his all-glorious Per- 

£ fon, 

* i Pet. ii. 24. f Tit. iii. 4, 
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fon, for the vileft Wretches and moft miferable 
Sinners ?—Never was there fo winning a Call to 
difinterefted Charity, as the amiable Example of 
CHRIST. Never fo binding a Cement of bro¬ 
therly Love, as the Blood of the crucified JE¬ 
SUS. 

In fhort; would You have People poflefled of 
every heavenly Virtue, and animated to the Prac¬ 
tice of every good Work ? Nothing adminifters fo 
powerful an Incitement to them all, as a lively and 
appropriating Senfe of this wonderous Grace. Set 
home by the HOLT GHOST*., it produces fuch 
a warm Gratitude, and fuch a Heart-felt Joy, as 
are far more operative, than the moft awful Threat- 
enings, or the moft cogent Reafonings.—So that, 
quite contrary to your Sufpicions, the native Ten¬ 
dency of this excellent Do&rine, is, to fupprefs 
Ungodlinefs, and promote Piety. 

Obferve the prefent calm Evening, yonder mild 
declining Sun, and thefe foft balmy Breezes. How 
they have unlocked the flowery Prifons, and poured 
a Profufton of Odours through the Air. How they 
have infpirited the little Songfters of the Grove, 
and fetched lavijh Harmony from their Throats. 
So fweetly will a true Belief in JESUS CHR 1 ST 
N 3 and 

* The Reader will give me Leave, on this Occafion, 
to fubjoin the noble Doxology of our Church. Which, 
when thus applied, may be an excellent Means, both of 
exprefling our Gratitude, and of quickening our Devo¬ 
tion .—Glory BttotheF ATHER; for providing this all- 
fufHcient Atonement, and giving his SON to fave a 
ruined World.—Glory beto the SON; for humbling Him- 
felf to the Death of the Crofs, and obtaining eternal Re¬ 
demption for Sinners .—Glory be to the HOLT GHOST ; 
for teftifying of CHRIST in our Hearts, and appro¬ 
priating this great Salvation to our Souls, 
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and Him crucified, draw forth all the Powers of the 
Soul, in Acts of ready and chearful Obedience.—«. 
He is therefore faid, not only to juflify, but alfo 
to Jantlify the People ivith his Blood*. 

Let Us confider the Death of CHRIST, in this 
its full Grandeur and extenfivc Efficacy ; and We 
(hall difeern the admirable Propriety of the Apoftle’s 
Remark : It became Him, for •whom are pll Things , 
and by whom are all Things, in bringing many Sons unta 
Glory, to make the CAPT A IN of their Salvation 
ferfedt through Sufferings f. It became ; as an 
Act of Sovereignty in GOD, it composted with the 
Dignity, and emblazoned (if 1 may fo fpe.ik) the 
incomprehenfible Majefty of all his Perfections.— 
As an Execution of impartial Vengeance on our 
SURETY, it afkrted the Rights of divine Go¬ 
vernment, and fecured the utmoft Veneration ter 
the divine Law.—As an Emanation of rich Indul¬ 
gence to Us, it redrefled all our Mifery, and retrieves 
our whole Happincfs,—In each, in every RcfpeCt, it 
claims the mod grateful and adoring Acceptance 
from finful Man ; it will be had in evcrlafting Ho¬ 
nour, by the Choirs of Saints, and the Holts of 
Angels; and it is worthy of that high Encomium 
from JEHOV AH Himfelf, in this I am well 

PLEASED. 

Ther. I thank. You, Afpafw. Your Arguments 
have not indeed convened me, but they have ftrength- 
ened my Faith. I never was fo unhappily miftaken, 
as to dilbelieve the Satisfaction made by our LORI) 
JESUS CHRIST•, made to divine Jufticej made 
for the Sins of the World. But, I now fee more 
- ‘ clearly 

* Htb. xiii. 12. 


f H?b. ii. io. 
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elearly its Reafonablenefs and Importance; its 
cheating Alpect on the guilty Confcience, and its 
benign Agency on the moral Conduit. 

Afp. 1 congratulate my dear Tlrron , on his 
thorough Convidtion of this important Truth. 
May He be favoured with more enlarged and in~ 
ftruitive Views of the fundamental Article ! And 
may every renewed View be more and more in¬ 
fluential on his Heart! 

It is wonderfully pleating, to mark the Proccfs 
of Vegetation, in this opening Seafon of the Year. 
How the pledges begin to bud : how the Hud (wells 
upon the admiring Sight, and Venturis farther into 
the inviting Air: how the Clearing Green expands 
itfelf more and more, and is continually upon the 
advancing Hand. Till it throws a Rube of Ver¬ 
dure, over Plants and Trees, over Hills ahd Vales, 
over all the Surface of the Farth. So, may our 
Views of the incarnate GOD, and our Faith in 
his grand Atonement, be always progrdlivc, and 
always operative ! Fill they have diftuied their In¬ 
fluence through the whole Soul; have refined the 
whole Temper; and beautilied all our Convcrla- 
tion. 

This is the Way, thefe Views of the incarnate 
GOD, and his great Atonement, to evangelical 
Holinefs. And is it not the Way of Peace and 
Pleafantnefs ? Reviving, ravifhing Thought ! To 
have HIM for our bleeding Viitim! HIM for 
our great Propitiation ! at whole Feet the Armies 
of Heaven bow, and the Saints in Light adore!— 
Reviving, ravilhing Thought ! To have all our 
Punilhment fuftained, and the whole Curfc of the 
J.aw exhaufted; fo that Juftice itfelf can demand 
N 4 no 
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ho more!—Nay; to have fo perfeft a Ranfortl paid 
for our Redemption, that it is not barely an Aft of 
favourable Indulgence, but of Truth and Equity* 
alfo, to pardon, accept, and glorify the Believer! 
—In such a Method of Reconciliation, how fully 
does the Judgment acquiefce ! How fecurely may 
the Confclence reft! 

Efccufe me, Theroti. My Affeftloris are again 
Upon the Soar. But I clip their Wings.—Only let 
me afk, Is not this Doftrine the grand Peculiarity 
of the Gofpel ‘ by which it ftands diftinguilhed 
from every other Religion, profefled in the World ? 
—Is it not the central Point , in which all the Lines 
of Duty unite, and from which all the Rays of Con- 
folatiotl proceed ?—Strike tin's Article from the 
Creed, atid You reduce the Myftcry of Godlinefs 
to d Syftem of Ethics : You degrade the Chriftiart 
Church into a School of moral Philofophy.—To 
deny the Expiation made by our REDEEMER’S 
Sacrifice, is to obfcure the brightejl Manfejlation of 
divine Benignity, and to undermine the principal 
Pillar of practical Religion ; is to make a defperate 
Shipwreck of our everlatting Interefts, and daflj 
Gurfelves to death, on the very Rock of Salvation, 

Thcr, 

* Therefore the ApolUe fays, COD is faithful and 
fuft to forgive Us our Sins, i John i. 9. faithful ; becaufe 
He had promifed this Bleffing, by the unanimous Voice 
of all his Prophets.— Juft! Surely then He will tunijhl 
No; for this very Realon He will pirdon —This may 
feem ftrange s but, upon the evangelical Principles of 
Atonement and Redemption, it is apparently true. Be¬ 
caufe, when the Debt is paid, or the Purchafe made, it 
is the Part of Equity to cancel the Bond, and deliver up 
the purchafed Poffeffion, 
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Ther. Now, I believe, it is Time to repair Home- 
Wards. And I hope, it will be no difagreeable Ex¬ 
change to my Afpafio, if We refign our Seat on the 
Mount, for a Place in the Dining-room. 

Ajp. Pray, let me enquire, as We walk along (for 
I was unwilling to interrupt our Difcourfe, merely 
to gratify my Curiofity) What may be the Defign of 
yonder Edifice j which rifes on a fmall Eminence, 
hear the public Road ? It is neither a Tower, nor a 
Dwelling houfe; but looks like a ftately Column, 
created on purpofe to beautify the Profpedt. 

Ther. It is a fort of monumental Pile. Eredted, 
as the Story goes, on a very memorable Occafion.— 
Queen Eleanor accompanied King Edward the Fir/i 
to (what was called) the Holy War. In which He 
gained fignal Advantages over the Infidels, and ac¬ 
quired a large Share of Renown to Himfelf. Af¬ 
ter many gallant Exploits performed in the Field, 
a treacherous and defperatc Saracen, being admitted 
into his Chamber, under Pretence of private Buft- 
nefs, wounded Him with an impoifoned Dagger. 
The Confequence of which, his Phyficians declared, 
tnuft be inevitable and fpeedy Death, unlefs the Poi- 
fon was fucked out by fome human Mouth. This 
plight poffibly preferve the royal Patient, but would 
be extremely dangerous to the Operator. 

Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the Of¬ 
fice} infilled upon it, as the Confort’s Right j and 
executed it fo faithfully , that She faved the King’s 
Life ; fo happily , that She loft not her own.—After 
this, She returned to England-, lived many Years ; 
and bore feveral Children. But, fooner or later, 
Royalty itfelf muft pay the Debt to Natwe. Dying, 

on 
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on a Journey to Scotland, She was brought back t« 
the laft and long Home of our Englijh Monarchs *. 
Where-ever her Corpfe idled, in the Way to its 
Interment, a Stru&ure f (fuch as You now behold) 
was raifed : as a public Teftimony to her Merit, 
and in order to perpetuate the Memory oj her conjugal 
Ajftflion. 

Afp. And fhould not our Hearts be a Monument 
of Gratitude to the bleffed JESUS? Who drew 
the deadly Venom, not from our Veins, but from 
the immortal Part of our Nature : and not at the 
Hazard, but at, the Lofs, the certain and unavoid¬ 
able Lofs of his own moft precious Life.—fie opened 
his Breaft, opened his very Soul, to the keeneft Ar¬ 
rows of vindidtive Juftice; that, transfixing Him, 
they might drop fliort of Us, “ The Poifon whereof 
“ drank up his Spirits :f,” that the Balm of Peace 
might refrelh ours. 

O my Tberon ! Let our Memories be the Tablet, 
to record this unexampled Inftance of Compafiion 
and Goodnefs. Let our Affedtions dwell upon the 
tragical, the delightful Hiftory; till they are in¬ 
flamed with Love, and melt into Contrition.—If 
We want an infcription , let Us make ufe of thofe 

noble 


• Wtjlminjler Alley. 

One of thefe Struftures ftands on the high Road, 
near ’Northampton. Ii is furrounded with a large Flight 
pf Steps, at the Bottom; and ornamented, towards the 
Top, with four female Statues, in full Proportion. A 
Latin Infcription informs the Traveler, concerning itt 
Occafion and Defign ; 

In perpetuam conjugalis Amoris 
Hoc Regina Eleanor a Monumentunt , 

J Job vi. 4. 
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noble Lines, which, in the fineft Climax imagin¬ 
able, deferibe the Magnificence and Grace of this 
mod aftonifhing Tranfa&ion: 

- 1 Survey the wondrous Cure, 

And at each Step lei higher Wonder rife. 

Pardon for infinite Offence !—And Pardon 
Through Means that fpeak its Value infinite ! 

A Pardon bought with Blood!—With Blood divine!—* 
With Blood divine of HIM, 1 made my Foe !— 
Perfified to provoke !—Though woo'd and aw'd , 

Blefi and chafiis’d , a flagrant Rebel Jlill !— 

Nor I alone ! A rebel Univerfe ! 

My Species up in Arms l—Not one exempt! 

Jet for the foulejl of the Foul , He dies * ! 

* Night-Thoughts, N® IV. 


D I A- 
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A SPASIO, having fome Letters of Im¬ 
portance to anfwer, as foon as the Cloth 
was taken away, retired from Table.— 
His epiftolary Engagements being difpatchcd, he 
enquired for Theron. The Servants informed Him, 
that their Matter walked into the Garden.—A very 
little Search found Him, feated on an airy Mount, 
and flieltered by an elegant Arbour. 

Strong and fubftantial Plants of Liburnum formed 
the Shell ; while the flender and flexile Shoots of 
Syringa filled up the Interfaces.—Was it to com¬ 
pliment, as well as to accommodate their worthy 
Guefts, that the Shrubs interwove the luxuriant 
Foliage ? Was it to reprefent thofe tender, but clofe 
Attachments, which had united their Affe&ions, 
and blended their Interefts?—I will not too pofnively 
aferibe fuch a Defign to the Difpofition of the 
Branches. They compofed, however, by their 
twining Embraces, no inexpreflive Emblem of the 
Endearments and the Advantages of Friendfhip. 
They compofed a Canopy, «f the frefheft Verdure, 

and 
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and of the thickeft Texture. So thick, that it en- 
tirely excluded the fultry Ray *; and feed both a 
cool Refrefement, and an amufive Gloom : while 
every unfeeltered Tract, glared with Light, or 
fainted with Heat. 

You enter by an eafy Afcent of Steps, lined wife 
Turf, and fenced with a Baluftrade of floping Bay- 
trees.—The Roof was a fine Concave , peculiarly ele¬ 
vated and ftately. Not embofled with Sculpture ; 
not mantled over with Fret-work; but far more 
delicately adorned with the Syiinga’s fiver Tufts , 
and the Liburnum’s flowering Gold. Whofe large 
and lovely Clutters, gracefully pendent from the 
leafy Dome ; difclofing their Sweets to the delighted 
Bee; and gently waving to the balmy Breath of 
Spring; gave the utmoft Enrichment to the charm¬ 
ing Bower. 

Facing the Entrance, lay a fpacious grafly Walk j 
terminated by an Octangular Bafon, with a curious 
Jet d’ Eau playing in the Center. The Waters, fpin- 
ning from the lower Orifices, were attenuated into 
innumerable little Threads; which diiperfed them- 
felves in an horizontal Direction, and returned to 
the Refervoir in a drizling Shower. Thofe, which 
iflued from the higher Tubes, and larger Apertures, 
either fprung perpendiculaily, or fpouted obliquely, 
and formed, as they fell, fcveral lofty Arches of 
liquid Cryttal; all glittering on the Eye, and cooling 
to the Air, 

Parallel to the Walk ran a Parterre ; planted wife 
?n A-flemblage of Flowers. Which advanced, ooe 
above another, in regular Gradations of Height, of 
Dignity, and of Beauty.-—Firft a Row of Daifles } 

gay 

• S»lh inaceejfum Radiit. - Vtu C. 
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gay as the Smile of Youth, and fair as thp Virgin 
Snows.—Next, a Range of Crocu/cs, like a long 
Stripe of yellow Sattin, quilted with Threads, or 
diverfified with Sprigs of Green.—A fuperior Order 
of Ranuneulufcs, each rcfembling the Cap of an 
Earl’s Coroner, replenifhed the third Story with 
full-blown Tufts of glofly Scarlet.—Beyond this, 
a more elevated Line of Tulips *, raifed their 

flourilhed 

• Here is, it mull be confefled, fome little Deviation 
from the general Laws of the Seafon; fome Anacbronifm 
in the Annals of the Parterre. The Flowers united in 
this Reprefentation, do not, according to the «/««/Pro- 
cels of Nature, make their Appearance together. How¬ 
ever, as by the Oeconomy of a ikilful Gardener, they 
may be thus affociated ; I hope, the Poffibility of the 
Thing, will fcreen my flowery Productions from the 
Blaits of Cenfure!—Or, may 1 not flielter my blooming 
Affembly, under the Remark of a mafterly Critic ? 
Which is as pertinent to the Cafe, as if it had been writ¬ 
ten on purpofe for our Vindication ; and in all refpeCte 
fo elegant, that it muft adorn any Work, which quotes 
if; and charm every Perfon, who reads it. 

“ A Painter of Nature is not obliged to attend Her in 
“ her flow Advances, which flie makes from one Seafon 
“ to another; or to obferve her ConduCt in the fucceffive 
" Production of Plants and Flowers. He may draw into 
“ his Defcription all the Beauties of the Spring and Au- 
“ tumnj and make the whole Year contribute iomething 
“ to render it more agreeable. His Rofe-trees, Wood- 
*• bines, and jefl'amines may flourilh together; and his 
“ Beds be covered at the fameTimewith Lillies, Violets, 
“ and Amaranthufes. His Soil is not reltrained to any 
“ particular Set of Plants, but is proper either for Oaks 
“ or Myrtles, and adapts itfelf to the Produft of every 
“ Climate.—Oranges may grow wild in it; Myrrh may 
“ be met with in every Hedge; and if He thinks itpro- 
“ per to have a Grove of Spices, .He can quickly com- 
“ mand Sun enough to raife it. His Concerts of Birds 

may be as full and harmonious, and his Woods as 

“ thick 
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jlouriflied Heads, and opened their enameled Cups; 
not bedecked with a fingle Tint only, but glowing 
with an intermingled Variety of radiant Hues.— 
Above all arofe, that noble Ornament of a royal 
Efcutcheon, the Flower-de-Luce ; bright with ethe- 
rial Blue, and grand with imperial Purple. Which 
formed, by its graceful Projections, a Cornifii or a 
Capital of more than Corinthian Richnefs; and im¬ 
parted the mod confummate Beauty to the bloom¬ 
ing Colonade. 

The Whole, viewed from the Arbour, looked 
like a Rainboiv, painted upon the Ground. And 
wanted nothing to rival that rcfplendent Arch, only 
the Boldnefs of its Sweep, and the Advantage of its 
ornamental Curve. 

To this agreeable Recefs Theron had withdrawn 
Himfclf. Here He fat mufing and thoughtful; with 
his Eye fixed upon a Picture, rcprefenting fome 
magnificent Ruins. —Wholly intent upon his Specu¬ 
lation, He never perceived the Approach of jffpafto\ 
till He had reached the Summit of the Mount, and 
was ready to take a Seat by his bide. 

4p- 

" thick and gloomy, as He pleafes. He is at no more 
" Expencs in along Villa, than a ftiort one ; andean as 
“ eaiily throw his Cafcades from a Precipice of half a 
“ Mile high, as from one of twenty Yards. He has his 
“ Choice of the Winds,-and can torn the Courfe of his 
“ Rivers, in all the Variety of Maunders, that are moft 
“ delightful to the Reader’s Imagination. In a Word; 
** He lias the Modeling of Nature in his own Hands, 
4 ' and may give Her what Charms Hepleafes, provided 
“ He does not reform her too much, and run iq^o Ab- 
*.* furdities by endeavouring to excei.” 

. Spoil, Vol. VI. N« 418. 
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Afp. Loft, Theron ! quite loft in Thought! And 
unaffe&ed with all thefe amiable Objects; infenfiblc 
amidft this Profufion of Beauties; which, from every 
Quarter, make their Court to your Senfes!—Me- 
thinks, the fnarling Cynic in his Tub *, could 
hardly put on a greater Severity of Afpe&, than my 
polite Philofopher in his blooming Eden, 

Ther, Ah! my dear Friend, thefe flowery.Toys 
which embellifh the Garden, are familiqr to my 
Eye, and therefore cheap in my Efteem. I behold 
them frequently; and, for that Reafon, feel but 
Little of the pleafing Surprife, which they may pof- 
iibly awaken in a Stranger.—Something like this 
We all experience, with regard to Events infinitely 
more worthy our admiring Notice, Rife, why are 
We not ftruck with a Mixture of Amazement, 
Veneration, and Delight, at the grand Machinery 
and magnificent Productions of Nature ? 

That the Hand of the ALMIGHTY fliould 
wheel round the vaft terreftrial Globe, with fuefi 
prodigious Rapidity, and exaCt Punctuality > on pur- 
pofe to produce the regular Viciflitudes of Day and 
Night; on purpofe to bring on the orderly Spccef, 
fion of Seed-time and Harveft!—We wonder, when 
we read of the Ifraelites , fojourning forty Years in 
the Defart, marching backward and forward over 
its burning Sands; and find neither their Clothes 

Waxing 

* Diogertei—Whofc Houfe, We are told, was a Tub; 
and Iris whole Furniture, a Staff, a Leathern Bag, and 
a Wooden Cup. Ac this curious Manfion, Alexander the 
%reat, attended with his Courtiers, made the Philofo¬ 
pher a Vifir. The Monarch, having faluted Him in tho 
molt obliging Manher, afleed. If He wanted any Thing? 
Yes; replied the Cynic, that You wouldJiajid a Jit tie out 
y the Sun/bin*; and not take away what you efuftfot 
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waxing old* by fo long a Ufe, nor their Feet /well¬ 
ing f with fuch painful Journies. Yet we are nei¬ 
ther imprefl'ed with Wonder, nor aSFeCted with 
Gratitude, while We enjoy the Benefits of the Air, 
which clothes the Earth as it were with a Garment; 
which has neither contracted any noxious Taint, 
through the extenfive Revolution of almoft fix 
thoufand Years ; nor fuffered any Diminution of its 
natural Force, though exercifed in a Series of un¬ 
remitted Adivity, ever fince the elementary Opera¬ 
tions began. 

This Draught in my Hand, (hews Us the Insta¬ 
bility of the grandefi, mojl laboured Monuments of 
human Art. They are foon fwept away, among the 
other feeble Attempts of Mortality: Or remain only, 
as You fee Here, in Shattered Ruins ; Memorials of 
the vain and powcrlefs Ambition of the Builders.-— 
How Strange then, that a Structure, incomparably 
more tender and delicate. Should be preferved to old 
Age, and hoary Hairs1 That the bodily Machine, 
which is fo exquifitc in its Frame, fo complicated in 
its Parts, and performs fo many Thoufands % of Mo¬ 
tions 


* Deut. viii. 4. f Neh. ix. 21. 

X Thoufands — Not to mention the fpontaneous, if We 
confider only the mechanical Motions, which are con¬ 
tinually performed in the animal Syftem—the digeftive 
Adion of the Stomach—the vermicular Agitation of the 
Bowels—the Progrtfs of the Chyle through the ladeal 
Vcflels—the many, many Operations of the fecreting 
Glands—the Compreffion of the Lungs, and all their little 
cellular Lodgments, by every Ad of Rt fpiration—above 
all, that grand impetus, the Syftolcof the Heart; which, 
by every Conftridion, darts the crimfon Current through 
an innumerable Multitude of Arteries; anddrives.at the 
lame Jnftant of Time, the refluent Blood through an in- 
Vol. I. O numerable 
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tions every Moment, Ihould continue unimpaired, yet 
aft without Intermiffion, fo many Days, and Weeks, 
and Months, and Years.—How ftrange all this! Yet, 
becaufe common, how feldom does it excite our 
Fraife, or fo much as engage our Notice! 

Afp. Your Remarks are as juft, as the Negleft 
of them is ‘cuftomary.—Unaccountable Supinenefs! 
Though GOD doeth great Things, wovthy of all 
Obfervation; yea, and Wonders without Number: 
We yawn with Indolence, inftead of being animated 
with Devotion, or tranfported with Delight. Lo! 
He goeth before Us, in evident Manifeftations of 
Wifdom and Power, yet We fee Him not: He pajfeth 
»n alfo, and fcatters unnumbered Bleflings from his 
providential Hand, but We perceive Him not *. 

This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned 
among the fmalleji Inftances of our ungrateful Infcn- 
fibility.—Are We*not inattentive even to the Work 
of Redemption ? That Work, which, according to 
the emphatical Declaration of Scripture, exceeds in 
Glory f. Is by far the greateft, the moft marvelous 
of all fublunary, perhaps, of all divine Trauf- 
aftions. 

The Sea has been divided : the Dead have been 
raifed: a World has been createdj created out of 
nothing ; created only by a Word. But what ate 
all thefe Miracles, compared with the Incarnation 
of the eternal GOD? And of this matcblefs Mi¬ 
racle have We not been carelefs, unmoved Specta¬ 
tors ? 

numerable Multitude of correfponding Views—Such a 
View will oblige Us to acknowledge, that Therm' s Ac* 
count is far from being extravagant; that it rather di * 
minifies, than exaggerates the real Fadt. 

• Job ix. io, ii. + a Cor. iii."9. 
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tors? Have We not admired many a trifling Inci¬ 
dent, more, far more than this wonderful Difpen* 
fation of Grace ?—O Theron ! Are We not fhame- 
fully unaffected, even though the KING of Kings 
vouchfafes to exchange his Throne, for the Jow 
Eftate of a Servant, and the curfed Death of a Ma- 
Jjefadtor ? Though He is pleafed, by the Imputation 
of his active as well as paffive Obedience* to be¬ 
come The LORD our Rightepu/nejf , yet— 

Ther. You are taking an effectual Way, dfpajit, 
to roufe me from my Reverie, and make me indeed 
like the fnarling Philofopher. “ Imputed Rigbte- 
“ oufnefs is a Scheme grofly frivolous and abfurd j 
“ utterly infufficient to anfwer the End propofed ; 

and, One would think, could neyer be depended 
M on, where there is the leaft Degree of Ujidef- 
** Handing, and Capacity for Reafoning ** 

#• 

* The Reader will probably be difgaiied, at this Heat 
ofTemper, this Afferity of Didtion, and both fo abruptly 
introduced.—rl have no Apology to make for myTheroh, 
The Reader has Reafon to be difgulled; has Reafon to 
be chagrined. Only let me dehre Him to remember. 
That this is the very Spirit, nay thefe are the wry Words, 
of a celebrated Oppoler of our Dodtrine ; not added, 
when He has fully proved the Abiurdity of the Scheme j 
but affumed, even upon the Entrance to his Dilcourfe. 

I have often wondered, thatDifputapts, efpecially on 
religious Subjedts, fljould choofe to deal in fuch acrimo¬ 
nious and reproachful Language. Does the Wrath of Man 
*uiork the Righteoufnefs ofGOip? Or, is a paflionate in^ 
vedtive the proper Means, either to conciliate our Affec¬ 
tions, or convince our Judgment?—Why ihonld We no| 
norite in the fame genteel and obliging Strain, in which 
We conwrfe ? Were We to meet onr Antagonift in 3 
Friend’s Parlour, and have a perfonal Conference on the 
Subjedi, our Speech would be kind, and our Remon- 
ilrances calm“ i am forry. Sir, thatYop have efpoufe 4 
Oj' ** fpfh 
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Afp. Who is warm now, Theron ? May I not re¬ 
mind my Friend, that the Refentful is no more fitted 
to work Conviction, than the Rapturous ? —Perhaps, 
You have not duly confidcred this Subject; nor feen 
it in the proper Point of View. I have fometimes 
beheld a Ship of War, feveral Leagues off at Sea. It 
feemed to be a dim cloudy Something, hovering on the 
Skirts of the Horizon; contemptibly mean, and not 
worthy of a Moment’s Regard.—But, as the float¬ 
ing Citadel approached, the Malls arofe; the Sails 
fwcllcd out; its ftatcly Form, and curious Propor¬ 
tions, ffruck the Sight. It was no longer a fhape- 
lefs Mafs, or a Blot in the Prolpedf, but the Mc<f- 
tcr-piece of human Contrivance, and the noblejl Spec¬ 
tacle in the World of Art. 

Who knows, Theron , but this facred Scheme 
likewife, which You now look upon as a confufed 
Heap of Errors, may very much improve, when 
more clofely examined. May, at length, appear 
a wife and benign Plan; admirably fitted to the 
Condition of our fallen Nature; and perfectly 
worthy, of G OD to ordain, of Man to accept. 

7her. 

*' fuch Notions. They feem to me, extremely wrong 
“ and equally dangerous. I am apt to think, You have 
“ not duly confidered, either the little Ground, they 
" have to fupport them; or the pernicious Confe- 
“ quences, that may attend them.’* 

Why ihould not our Controverfies from the Prefs be 
carried on, with fuch a candid and amicable Strife ? This 
would certainly render them, more pleafmg to the Rea¬ 
der; more profitable to the Public; and much more 
likely to have their defired Effed upon our Opponent. 
—For my Part, I admire the Humanity and Tendernefs 
of the Poet’s Refolution; even more than the Boldae& 
of his Figures, or the Beauty of his Expreffion ; 

Tu Lap ides lojueris, ego byjjina Verba repenam. 
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Ther. I know not what may happen, Afpafto. But 
there fecms to be very little Probability of fuch a 
Change. For, though my laft Oppofition was a 
mock Fight ; in my prefent Objections, I am very 
Jinccre. —To go, by an imputed Righteoufnefs, to 
Heaven ! To obtain Honour and Immortality, by 
the Obedience of Another! Who can credit fuch 
Chimeras? Who can iw allow fuch Camels? 

When fuch Doctrines are firioufly advanced, I 
cannot forbear recollecting the Scheme of Bifhop 
Wilkins. Who would perfuade Us (good Man!) 
to fail or ride Poll, not to our Neighbours on the 
other Side of the Tweed ; not to our Colonies, on 
the other Side of the Globe j but to our Friends and 
Allies in the Moon. And this fame Voyage or 
Journey we are to perform, by the Help of fome 
Machine ; to be conftru&ed, I cahnot tell where ; 
to be managed, no body knows how.—“ Ay ; fays 
“ an aich Lady; All this would be very pretty. 
“ But pray, Doctor, what (hall We do for Lodg- 
“ ing and Provifions by the Way ?” 

Aj'p. Don’t you remember the Reply to this ironi¬ 
cal Qucftion ?—“ We will call, fays the Doctor, at 
“ one of your Ladylhip’s Caftles. Which, for out 
“ lingular Conveniency, you have been, thefe 
“ many Years, building in the Air.”—Every At¬ 
tempt to enter into Heaven, unlefs it be founded 
on the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, I will venture 
to call Building Cajlles in the Air. And, if I may 
retort your own Simile, not a whit lefs chimerical, 
than the Whim of traveling to the Moon, with all 
this Luggage of Flelh and Blood. 

But I bcfeech you, let Us difeard Irony, as well 
?S Whim. Turn them both out of the Court. If 

P 3 % 
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a Jury is impanelled, to try me and my Doctrine, 
1 wall certainly except againft Irony. Generally 
fpeaking, He is neither a good Man, nor a trite. 
According to the beft of my Remembrance, You 
Vourfelf confented to fet Him afide in this Debate* 
Let Us therefore, not affcdt what is fmart, but 
urge what is folid. 

Ther. Agreed. The Notion of a fubftituted and 
Vicarious Rightcoufnefs, is abfurd eVen to common 
Senfe, and to the moft natural and eafy Reflec¬ 
tions of Men. 

AJp. It may nbt, my dear Friend, agree with our 
natural Apprehenfions; nor fall in with the Method* 
which We might have devifed, for the Salvation of 
Mankind. But this is the Voice of Scripture, and 
a Maxim never to be forgotten ; GOD's Thoughts 
are not as our Thoughts , nor his Ways as our Ways*. 

“ This Notion, you fay, is abfurd even to com- 
*' mon Senfe*”—A Saying, upon which I muft beg 
Leave to put a Query. It was, I own, abfolutely 
beyond the Power of common Senfe, unaffifted by 
divine Revelation, to difcover this Truth.—I will 
gfant farther. That this Blefling infinitely tranfcends , 
whatever common Senfe has obfeived, in all her 
Converle with finite Things.—But, if I have any 
the leaft Acquaintance with common Senfe, I am 
perfuaded. She will not. She cannot pronounce it an 
Abfiirdity. To this Judge I refer the Caufe. 

And to open the Caufe a little, let me juft obferve, 
That G OD imputed our Sins to his S ON, Why 
elfe is it faid ? That, at his fecond Coming, He 
ftialj appear without Sinf. Plainly implying, That, 
fet his fitft Coming, He appeared with Sin. Not 

indeed 

• Jfal. Iv. 8. f Heb. ix. z8. 
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indeed committed by Him, but laid upon Him, or 
imputed to Him. 

How eHe could the immaculate JESUS be pu- 
niflied, as the moft inexcufable Tranfgreflor? A- 
wake, 0 Sword, againjl the Man that is my Fellow » 
faith the LO RD of Hojic *.— Is not this the Voice 
of a Judge, pronouncing the Sentence, and author¬ 
izing the Execution ? Or rather, does it not de- 
fcribe the Adlion of Juftice, turning the Sword from 
Us, and fheathing it in ChiRIST? 

If CHRIST, then, was our Subftitute, with 
regard to penal Suffering ; why may He not ftand in 
the fame Relation, with regard to jujlifying Obe¬ 
dience ? There is the fame Reafon for the one, as 
for the other. Every Argument in favour of the 
former, is equally conclufive in behalf of the latter. 

Ther. I freely grant, that CHRIST was pu- 
niflied in our Stead ; that his Death is the Expia¬ 
tion of our Sin, and our Security from penal Suf¬ 
fering. But this— 

Afp. —will undeniably prove, that Sin was im¬ 
puted to Him; otherwife He could not truly fuffer 
in our Stead, nor be ju/lly punifhed at all. “ And 
“ Imputation is as reafonabls and juftifiable in one 
“ Cafe, as in the other ; for they both ftand upon 
** one and the fame Foot; and for that Reafon, He 
(f who throws down one, throws down both,”—I 
fliould by no means have interrupted my Theron, were 
it not to introduce this Anfwer from an eminent 
Divine. Who adds, what fhoujd be very ferioufly 
confidered; “ And therefore, whoever rejefts the 
“ Dodtrine of the Imputation of our S AV IQUR’s 
“ Righteoujnefs to Man, does, by fa doing, reject 
P 4 “the 

• Zech. xiii. 7. 
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“ the Imputation of Man’s Sin to our S AVIOU R, 
“ and all the Confequcnces of it. Or, in other 
“ Words, He who rejedts the Dodtrine of the Im- 
“ putation , does, by fo doing, rejedt the Dodlrine 
“ of the Expiation likewife 

Ther. I know nothing of this Divine; and, emi¬ 
nent as He is, can hardly take his Ipfe dixit for a 
Decifion. 

jffp. I was in hopes, You would pay the greater 
Regard to his Opinion, becaufe He is not in the 
Number of the whimfical Fanatics.—However, fay 
I thefe Things as a Man, or on Man’s Authority 
alone ? Saith not the Law the fame aljo ? Speaking 
of the Peace-offering, the H O LY GHOST has 
declared ; If any of the Flejh of the Sacrifice of his 
Peace-offerings be eaten at all on the third Day, it Jhall 
not be accepted, neither jhall it be imputed unto Him that 
offereth it f. Hence We learn. That Sacrifices and 
Offerings, when duly adminiftered, were imputed to 
the Offerer. Imputed to Him, for Reconciliation 
and Peace with GOD. And wherefore? Be- 
■•aufe, they were Figures of CHRIST, of his 
Atonement and Righteoufnefs. Which, in like 
manner, are imputed to Sinners, for their Pardon 
and Salvation. 

Left you fhould think this Proof, being deduced 
from typical Ufages, not fufficienfly conclufive—I 
Would farther obfervej That the Imputation of 

CHRIST 1 s 

• Stay n o e upon Salvation by fESUS CHRIST 
alone, Vol. 1 . p. 334..—Where the Reader may find feve- 
ral weighty Confiderations, clearly propofed and ftrongly 
urged, for the Explanation and Eftablifhment of this 
capital Do&rine. 

f Levjt. vii. 18 . 
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CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs, bears an evident Ana¬ 
logy to another great and acknowledged Truth of 
Religion. We did not perfonally commit Adam's 
Sin, yet are We chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation, on that— 

Ther. How! IVe chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Condemnation, on Account of Adam's Tranfgrcf- 
jion! This an acknowledged Truth? No; it is a 
Pofition I muft deny ; I had altnoft faid, which I 
cannot but abhor. None other could, in the Eye 
of Juftice and Equity, be blameable for any Of¬ 
fence of our firfl. Parents, but they only. 

A If. So fays 7 heron ; but what fays St. Paul? 
Yours may be the Voice of natural Rcafon, but 
what is the Language of divine Revelation? he 

iv how, that is in Adam , all have finned. 

Ther. The Words, if 1 remember right, are, 
' 'For that rll have finned. Is it pofiible, that Afpafio 
fliould forge the Hand, or counterfeit the Seal of 
the HOLY G HOST, in order to eftablifh a fa¬ 
vourite Notion ? 

Ajp. Impoflible, I hope.—In the Margin, the 
Words are tranflated, as I have repeated them. 
For this Interpretation I might contend, as not at 
all incompatible with the original Phrafe *, and qs 
mofl precifely fuitablc to the facrcd Argument. Ep' 

v r/iaflov. In thefe Words, the Apoftle af- 
figns a Reafon for the preceding Aflertion, By one 
plan’s Sin Death came upon all. —It might be replied; 

Is 

* Rom. v. 12. Not to mention the famous Diftindtion 
of EpiBetut, ra t<p’ n/xir, nor the well known Adagy of 
Hefeod, pfpoi O' Mrngeurn upirot. See Chap. iv. 18. v. z. 
of this very Epillle. Where the Prepofitton or* it ufed 
in Afpafio' s Senfe. 
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I* not this ft range ? Is not this unaccountable l 
Jfo, fays our facred Difputant; We account for it 
«n this Principle, Becaufe all have finned. —Which 
Sinning, if referred.to every One’s perfonal Ini« 
quity, would neither clear up the Cafe, nor efta- 
Wifh the Doctrine. The Reafonfng would (land 
thus} “ All are liable to Death by the Sin of One, 
•* becaufe all have in their own Conduit tranf- 
* grefled.” As this is abfolutely inconclufive, the 
Sentence fhould, if We would preferve the full 
Force of the Argument, be tranflated, In whom all 
have finned. But I wave this Advantage. Let the 
Words run into your Mould, and the Tranflation 
take your Form. They are equally decifive of the 
Feint in Debatc.-*-They aflign the Reafon , why 
Death came upon all Men ; Infants thcmfelves not 
excepted : For that , or inafmucb as , all have finned. 
How ? Not in their own Perfon. This were utterly 
impoflible. Could the Babe, which received his 
Breath in the Morning, and refigned it at Noon, 
be an a&ual Tranfgreflor ? But in that firft grand 
Tranfgreffion of our federal Head, even the Infants 
of a Day have finned. Which Sin, as it could not 
be actually committed by them, mu ft, according to 
the Tenour of the Apoftle’s Arguing, be imputed 
to them. 

Ther. Pray, what do You mean by that ftiff, and 
to me unintelligible Phrafe, federal Head ? 

JJp. I mean what Milton celebrates, when Ha 
faprefents the Almighty FATHER, thus addreff* 
ing his eternal SON. 

Be. Thou in Adam's Room 
The Head of all Mankind, though Adam's Son, 

At 


2 
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As in Him perijb all Men, fo in Thee, 

As from a fecond Rooty Jhall be reflor'd 

As many as are reflor'd , without Thee none *- 

I mean what the Apolllc teaches, when He calls 
C HR IS T the fecond Man +, and the lafl Adam J.— 
The fecond ! The laft ! How ? Not in a numerical 
Senfe. Not in Order of Time. But in this Refpeft 
——'1 'hat, as Adam was a public Pcrfon, and a died 
in the Stead of all Mankind; fo CHRIST was a 
public Perfon, and a£ted in Behalf of all his Peo¬ 
ple—That, as Adam was the firfl general Reprefen- 
tative of this Kind, CHRIST was the fecond and 
the lafl: there never was, and there never will be, 
any other—That, what they feverally did, in this 
Capacity, was not intended to terminate in them- 
felves, but to affeft as many as they refpedlively re- 
prefented.—This is St. Paul' s Meaning, and on this 
the Dodirine of Imputation is founded. 

Ther. If You build the Do&rine on no otbef 
Foundation, than your own particular Senfe of the 
Apoftle’s Words; perhaps, your Ground may prove 
fandy, and treacherous to its Truft. 

Afp. 1 build it upon my Senfe of the Words, and 
I deduce it from yours, Therbn. —But I am far from 
refting the whole Weight of the Caufe upon a ftngle 
Text. It is eftablilhcd, again and again, in this 
fame Chapter.—Neither do I wonder at the Preju¬ 
dices, which You and Others may entertain againft 
the Do&rine. It lies quite out of the Road of 
Reafon’s Rcfearches. It is among the wonderful 
Things of GOD’s Law . This the infpired Penman 

forefaw, 

• Bosk HI. 285. f 1 Cor. xv. 47. | 1 Cor. 

xv. 45. 



*04 DIALOGUE y. 

forefaw, and 'modeled his Difcourfe accordingly. 
Like 1'ome Ikilful Engineer, who, though He makes 
the whole Compafs of his Fortification ftrong, yet 
beflows peculiar and additional Strength on thofe 
Parts, which He apprehends will be expofed to the 
fierccil Attack. So the wjfe, the divinely wife 
Apoftlc, has inculcated, and reinculcatcd, this 
momentous Point. He has enforced it, with all 
the Aflidiiity of Zeal; and confirmed it, by all the 
Energy of Exprcffion-.— If through the Offence of 
One, many he dead — The Judgment urns by One to 
Condemnation — By one Mans Offence Death reigned 
by One * — By the Offence of One, Judgment came 
vpon all Men to Condemnation f.—That there may 
remain no Poflibility, of miftaking his Meaning, 
or of eluding his Argument, He addsj By on* 
Alan's Difobedience many were made Sinners J. 

Ther. Sin , I am told by a celebrated Expofitor, 
fometimes fignifies Punifment. He farther informs 
me, that We may be faid to fin in Adam , not by 
the Imputation of his Difobedience to Us, but by 
becoming obnoxious to thofe Sufterings which were 
due to his Sin. 

Afp. 

* Th ivoo.<* rs iv of. SignifeantiJ/ima Repetitio. Nt 
Peecata per Singulos patrata mideantur potius Mortem pe- 
periffe. B E N G E L Ovk atptrcPcu TOY ENOS, iv olat ?sfx coi 
lvSuMi, Hu;, ck; Koflopbvtrariof tu Xfifti r, oiKHfeivr, lau&r ,; 
aiP.u fifin', Hus no; TuxfocKtscravlo; tu cxu. / oMUicevn r.uhr.fiQr ,, 

Chrysost. The Apojile repeats, and can hardly defifi 
from , the ExpreJJion one. That, if a Jew Jhould afk , 
Homo can the World be famed by the Well- Doing of One, or 
by the Obedience of CHRIST? You may he able to reply, 
en his own Principles; Homo could the World be condemned 
iy tbe-Emil-Dang of One, or the Difobedience of Adam f 

f Rom. v. 15, 16, 17, 18. J Rom. v, 19. 
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Afp. Then the Apoftle’s Reafoning will ftand in 
this Form ; Death came upon all Men, for that all 
have finned ; that is, “ Death came upon all Men, 
“ becaufe all have been punilhed: or, an Obnox- 
“ ioufnefs to Punifhrnent came upon all Men, be- 
“ caufe all are become obnoxious to Punilhment.’* 
A goodly Strain of Argumentation for an unnerring 
Writer to ufe.—Surely Gamaliel's Pupil would dif- 
c'aim, much more would CHR IST’s Ambaflador 
fcorn, fuch weak and unmeaning Chicanery. He 
mentions Sin and its Punilhment; but never fo 
much as hints,- that they are intended to fignify one 
•and the fame Thing. He ail along maintains a. 
Diftinftion between them ; reprefents the former, 
as the Caufe of the latter. Judgment, Condemna¬ 
tion, Death are owing to Sin, Offence, Dijohedience. 
It is by the Imputation of thefe, that We become 
obnoxious to thofe. 

This Account is clear, is natuial, and wants no 
ftrained Criticifms to fupport it. This Account de- 
monftrates the Equity of that providential Govern¬ 
ment, which executes the Sentence of Death, even 
on thofe Dcfccndcnts of Adam, who have not finned 
in their own Perfons. It alfo illuftrates the Proce¬ 
dure of that fovereign Grace, which treats as righte¬ 
ous, and intitles to Life, even thole Believers in 
JESUS, who have not obeyed in their own Perfons* 
—What fays our Church ? You have a great Vene¬ 
ration for the Church of England, Therm. 

Ther. I have. But, I fear, my Afpafo has nei¬ 
ther fo honourable an Opinion of he r Worlhip, nor 
fo fteady an Adherence to her Conlfitution. Other- 
wife, He would not fo highly extol thofe ambitious 
and canting Hypocrites the Puritans. Who were 

3 
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the moft inveterate Enemies of our excellent Efta- 
blifhment, and would have rejoiced in its utter 
Subveriion. 

Afp. As to the Puritans *, You will do me the 
Juftice to acknowledge, that I fpeak only of their 
evangelical Tenets, abftra&ed from all political Prin¬ 
ciples,— As to myfelf, your Fears are friendly, but 
1 truft they are gromdlejf. J would only aflc; Who 
are to be deemed the moft affectionate and faithful 
Sons of their facred Mother ?—Thofe, I prefume, 
who moft cordially embrace her DoCtrines, and moft 
dutifully fubmit to her Precepts. By this Touch- 
ftone let my Fidelity be tried. And for an immedi¬ 
ate Tryal, be pleafed to repeat her Ninth Article. 

Ther. I cannot fay, that I remember the particular 
Words of any, though I have often read, and very 
much approve them all. 

Afp, 

• A? the Puritans haye been mentioned, once and 
again, it may, perhaps, be thought neceffary, that We 
ihould explain the Term; by fpecifying the Perfous, to 
whom it relates.—-It relates to fuch Authors, as the 
following. 

Dr. Own, with his correft Judgment, and an im- 
menfe Fund of Learning.— Mr. Char nock, with his maf- 

culine Style, and an inexhauiiible Vein of Thought_- 

Dr. Good-win, with Sentiments eminently evangelical; 
and a moil happy Talent at opening, fifting, and dif- 
playipg the hidden Riches of Scripture.—Thefe, 1 think, 
are the firjl Three. 

Then comes Mr, Howe, nervous and jnajcftic; with 
all the Powers of Imagery at his Command. r-~Or. Bates, 
fluent and poliihed; with a never-ceahng Store of beau¬ 
tiful Similitudes.—rMr. Fla-vcf, fervent and affectionate; 
with a mafterly Hand, at probing the Confidence, and 
ftriking the Paffions.-J-A/r. Caryl, Dr. M an ton, Mr. Pool, 
With many Others; whofe Works will fpeak for them, 
-ten thoufand time* better, than the T»ngu* of Pane¬ 
gyric, or the fen of Biography* 
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Afp. I wilh You would commit to your Memory, 
four or five of the moft diftinguilhed *. They ate 
a valuable Treafure, and contain the Quinteflence 
of the Gofpel. 

Thefe are the Words of the Ninth Article. “ Ori- 
u ginal Sin is the Fault and Corruption of every 
“ Man, that naturally is ingendered of the Offspring 
“ of Adam." It is the Fault, fays the pious Bifbop 
Beveridge , and therefore We are guilty of it. It is 
the Corruption alfo, and therefore We are defiled with 
it.—Our Homilies have recourfe to no fuch Pallia¬ 
tives, and qualifying Interpretations, as my Thcron’s 
Expofitor ufes. One of them affirms point-blank, 
that “ in Adam all Men finned univerfally.” This 
Teems to be a Paraphrafe on the Text, whofe Trans¬ 
lation You lately controverted.—-In what Senfe our 
great poetical Divine underftood the facred Writer, 
is apparent from the following Words ; which are 
fuppofed to have been fpokfcn by JEHOVAH 
himfelfj 

■ Adam’s Crime 

Makes guilty all bis Sons f. 

And from another Paffage, where our rebellious 
Progenitor, bewailing his aggravated Mifery, and 
the extenfive Malignity of his Guilt, declares ; 

.. in me all 

Pojlerity Jlands curs'd 

For my own Part I muff confefs, That, if thq 
Tranfmiffion of original Depravity be granted, I 

know 

• Efpecially, Articles IX, X, Xl.'^Cir, XHI. 

Mutok, Book III. ago. ^ Book X. 817. 
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know not how the Imputation of Adam's deftruflivel 
Apoftacy can be denied* If We had no Concern in 
the one, how could We be juftly punilhed with the 
other ?—I fay puuijbcd. For, to Iofe the primitive 
Integrity of our Nature, and inherit a depraved Dif- 
pofition, is at once a moft deplorable Calamity, and 
a moft terrible Piinilhment.— Corruption trans¬ 
mitted, and Sin imputed, feem to be Doctrines in- 
diJJbluLly conncQed. To allow the former, and re¬ 
ject the latter, is, in my Apprehenfion, to acknow¬ 
ledge the Effect without admitting the Caufe. 

7 her. To make Us Parties in a Covenant, which 
We did not agree to, can this be equitable ? To ruin 
Us for a Crime, which We never committed, can 
this be merciful? Surely, this is a flagrant Injuftice, 
never to be aferibed to the All-gracious G OD. A 
diabolical Barbarity, add Some, never to be men¬ 
tioned without the utmoft Deteftation. 

Afp. I fee no Caufe for fuch a tragical Outcry of 
Barbarity, nor indeed for any Complaint of Injuftice. 
Not to infift upon the Sovereignty of an All-creating 
GOD, and his unqueftionable Right to do what He 
will with his own *, I would only afk—Did He not 
condefcend to tranfaft with Man, not on the Foot 
of abfolute uncontroulable Authority, but in the 
honourable and endearing Way of a Covenant?— 
Were not the Terms of this Covenant, perfectly 
fcafy, and wonderfully gracious ? Wonderfully gra¬ 
cious: For, they propofed a State of inconceivable 
Slid everlafting Felicity f to Creatures, who Were 
intitled to no Happinefs; had not the leaft Claim 
to any Good; no, not fo much as to the Privilege 
of Exiftence. Perftfily eafy; F or, what was the 

Condition 

f Luke x. 28. 


* Matt. xx. 15. 



DIALOGUE V. 


2©9 

Condition on Man’s Part ? Not any rigorous Adt 
of Duty, not any fevere Courfe of Self-denial, but 
the free Enjoyment of Millions of Bleflings and Plea* 
fures, with only the Prohibition of one pernicious 
Indulgence.—Here then is made, on one hand, a 
Promife of the moil glorious Reward, that GOD 
himfelf could give: and nothing required, on the 
other, but the fmulkjl Expreffion of Allegiance, 
that Man himfelf could wilb.—And is this Injuf- 
tice ? Is this Barbarity ? 

Tber. All this was equitable enough with regard 
to Adam: but why Ihould We be condemned for 
his Violation of the Covenant ?—Or how was fuch 
a Conftitution of Things gracious, with refpedt to 
Us? 

Afp. “ Why condemned r”—Becaufe, We Ihould 
have been Partakers of the Benefit and the Glory, 
if He had perfevered in his Duty. To this, I pre* 
fume, None would object. And if they would not 
to the one, they ought net to the other. 

You afk farther; “ How was fuch a Conftitution 
“ of Things gracious, with refptdt to Us?”—I an- 
fwer; Becaufe it was the mojl likely Means, to fe- 
cure the Happinefs of Us and all Mankind, Was 
not Adam , of all Perfons, by far the bell qualified 
to adl as a general Head ? He had a Pefedtion of 
Knowledge, to.difcern his true Intereft: a Perfec¬ 
tion of Holinefs, to capacitate Him for Obedience: 
and a Perfection of Happinefs, difpofing Him to 
Perfeverance, As None could have more eminent 
Qualifications, None could have fo many Obliga* 
tions. His own Welfare, both bodily and fpiritual, 
was at ftake: the eternal Interefts of his rifing Fa¬ 
mily, and of his remoteft Pofterity were depending; 

Vqjl, I, P th* 
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the Lives, the Souls, the everfajting All of the whole 
human Race, were embarked on the lingle Bottom 
of his Fidelity. Therefore, the Felicity of every 
Individual, that fhould fpring from his Loins, was 
a frelh Motive to Vigilance, an additional Engage¬ 
ment to Duty*.—As his Love to his Offspring was 
more refined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, 
all thefe Confiderations and Inducements muff ope¬ 
rate upon Him, in their fulleff Scope, and with the 
ftrongeft Energy.—What an Entrenchment was 
here, to keep out Difobedience, and ward off Ruin! 
An Entrenchment, deep as Hell; high as Heaven; 
wide as the whole Extent of the human Species. 

Here then I may venture to throw the Gauntlet, 
and challenge the whole World. Let the moft pene¬ 
trating Mind devife a Scheme, fo wifely and graci- 
oufly calculated to ascertain the Succefs of a proba¬ 
tionary State. If this be impracticable, then muft 
every Mouth be {topped. No Tongue can have 
the leaft Reafon to complain. I, for my Part, fliall 
think myfelf obliged to admire the Benignity of 
my CREATOR’S Condud. And GOD may 

juftly 

* Should any Per/on imagine Himfelf tnqre capable 
of {landing than Adam, who was endowed with all the 
Perfections of an innocent, holy, godlike Nature; I 
think, by this very Imagination, He begins to fall-, fall 
into one of the vilelt Sins, Pride. any Perfon ready 
to fuppofe. That, from a View to his own particular 
Salvation, He would continue faithful; when Adam 
was not engaged to Fidelity, from a Regard to his own 
and the final Happinefs of all his Pofterity? He feems 
to be juft as wife as the Mariner, who perfuades Him¬ 
felf; That, though ten thoufand Anchors, firm and 
without a Flaw, cbuld not fecure the Ship in a Storms 
yet a Jingle Anchor, crazy and damaged, might have 
done it effeflually. 
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juftly'demand of all intelligent Creatures} What 
could hahe been done more , for the Prefervation and 
Felicity of Mankind, that I have not done?* 

Efpecially, when to all this We add. That the 
fame Almighty BEING, who appointed Adam to 
be our Reprefentatlve in the firfl Covenant, without 
afking our aflual Confent ; appointed alfo CHRIST 
to be our Reprefentative in the fecond Covenant, 
without flaying for our aElual Solicitation. When 
We take this into the Account, there remains not 
the leaf! Shadow of Injuftice; but Goodnefs, tranf- 
cendently rich Goodnefs, fhines forth with the 
brighteft Luftre. 

Ther. Goodnefs, Afpafio ! This is furpriftng in¬ 
deed. Why, if Adam's Tranfgreffion be laid to our 
Charge, We are damnable Creatures, (he very Mo¬ 
ment We exifl; and are liable to the Torments of 
Hell, even on account of his Difobedience. To 
term this Goodnefs, is the greatefl of Paradoxes 1 
To affirm it of the D E I T Y, is little lefs than 
Blafphemy! 

Afp. Let Us be calm, my dear Friend, and con¬ 
sider the Cafe impartially. If it is not a real Truth, 

I fhall be as willing to relinquifh it, as Yourfelf. 

Is not Death, eternal Death, the Wages of every 
Sin? And if of every Sin, then doubtlefs of original. 
Which is the Fountain , from whence all the Streams 
of actual Iniquity flow; or rather the Abyfs, from 
whence all the Torrents pour.—That, which could 
not be pardoned, but by the Humiliation and Ago¬ 
nies of GOD’s adorable SON, may reafonably be 
fuppofed to deferve the moft dreadful Vengeance. 
And it is affirmed, by an Authority which You wijl 
P 2 not 


* Ifai. v. 4. 



aia DIALOGUE V. 

not difpute; that, “For original as well as a£lual 
“ Sin, the Offering of CHRIST'is a Propitiation 
“ and Satisfa£lion*.” 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a Maxim in Di¬ 
vinity ? That, by the Offence of One , Adam He un¬ 
doubtedly means, Judgment came upon all Men to 
Condemnation f. The Import of the Words, toge¬ 
ther with the Connexion of the Paffage, lead Us 
to underftand this of a Condemnation to eternal 
Mifery.— The Import of the Words: for, they are 
doubled J, to make them peculiarly ftrong in their 
Signification : and each Word, within the Compafs 
of this very Epiftle, is ufed in that awful Latitude 
of Meaning||. The Connexion of the Paffage: be- 
caufe, it Hands oppofed to that Juftification which 
is unto Life. This, We are fure, includes the 
Idea of an cverlafting Duration. And why Ihould 
its tremendous Counterpart be lefs extenfive ? 

This Senfe is evidently patronized , and this Doc¬ 
trine moll: peremptorily afferted , by our eftablilhcd 
Church. What fays the Book of Homilies , when 
treating of the Miferies confequent upon the Fall ? 
“ This fo great and mifcrable a Plague, if it had 
“ only relied on Adam, who firft offended, it had 
“ been much eafier, and might the better have been 
“ borne. But it fell not only on Him, but alfo on 
“ his Pofterity and Children for ever; fo that the 
“ whole Brood of Adam’s Race Ihould fuftain the 
“ felf-fame Fall and Punifliment, which their Fore- 
“ father by his Offence moft juftly had deferved§.” 
—Left any Ihould mil'apprehend the Defign of our 

Reformers, 

• Article XXXI. t Rom. v. 18. J 
at re xdlaKfi/Aa. || Rom. ii. 3. iii. 8. viii. 1. 

§ Homily on the Nativity of CHRIST , 
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Reformers, and fuppofe the Punifliment to confift 
only of fome bodily Suffering, or the Lofs of Im¬ 
mortality, it is added in the fame alarming Dif- 
courfe ; “ Neither Adam , nor any of his, had any 
“ Right or Intereft at all in the Kingdom of Hea- 
“ ven; but were become plain Reprobates and 
“ Callaways, being perpetually damned to the ever- 
“ lading Pains of Hell.” 

Left You fhould imagine, this might be written 
under a Sally of hafty Zeal, or that it is to be rec¬ 
koned among the doting Opinions of a credulous 
Antiquity; let me remind my Friend, That it is 
engrafted into the Articles. Thofe Articles, which 
were approved by the Archbifhops and Bifhops of 
both Provinces; were ratified by the general Confent 
of the Clergy; and are, to this Day, the national 
Standard of our Belief. The Ninth Article, begin¬ 
ning with a Defcription of our depraved Nature, 
fubjoins an Account of its proper Defert; “ In 
“ every Perfon born into the World, it deferveth 
“ GOD’s Wrath and Damnation*.’* 

P 3 Ther. 

* lam furprifed to fee a learned Author, attempting 
to faeaih the Sting of this awful Denunciation : attempt¬ 
ing to prove, that the Words “ do not lignify GOD’i 
“ eternal Wrath, and the Damnation of Hell.”—-I lhall 
take no Pains to confute, what this Gentleman is pleafed 
to advance. 1 lhall leave the Queftion in the Reader’s 
own Bread. Let Him difcover, if He can, a different 
Meaning in theSentence. UnlefsHe has a pretty Ihrewd 
Knack at Sophiftry, 1 am perfuaded, He will find it a dif¬ 
ficult Matter to give any other tolerable Turn to thePaf- 
fage.—Surely, it mull be a Reproach to our venerable 
Mother, if She delivers herDo&rine in Language fo fal¬ 
lacious, as muft neceffarily millead the Generality of her 
Sons : or in Terms fo abjlrufe, as even a good Under- 
fianding cannot develop, without fome Proficiency in 

critical 
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Ther. How inferable then is Man ! 

Afp. In Himfeif He is miferable beyond Expref- 
fion. But a Conviction of this Mifery is the Begin¬ 
ning of all Iiappind's. The Valley of Achor is a 
'Door of Hope*. 

Ther. Explain Yourfelf, Afpafo. You fcem to 
deal very much in the Incomprehenfibles. 

Afp. Such a Conviction would demonflrate the 
abflute Infuffdcncy of all human Attainments, and 
all human Endeavouis, to procure Life and Salva¬ 
tion.—For, in cafe We could perform every Jot 
and Tittle of the divine Law; offend in no In- 
Hance; fall Ihoit in no Degree; perfcverc to the 
very End ; yet this would be no more than our pre- 
fent bounden Duty. Not the leaft Pittance of 
Merit could arife from all this. Much Id’s could 
this be fufficient to expiate original Guilt, or re¬ 
move the dreadful Entail of the primitive all-de- 
ftroying Sin. 

This, therefore, would moft effe&ually preclude 
every falfe Confidence; and fweep away, at one 
Stroke, every Refuge of Lies f. It would lay Us 
under an immediate, indifpenfible, and happy Ne- 
ceflity, of betaking Ourfelves to CHRIST. —I 
fay happy Neccflity; becaufe then We fliould know, 
by Experience, what each Part of our LOR D’s 
awful yd tender Declaration meaneth; 0 Ifrael! 
Thou haji defrayed thyfelf ; but in ME is thy Help%. 
-—We fliould then find, that as Sin and Mifery 
have abounded through the firft Adam , Mercy and 

Grace 

critical Legerdemain. Far be it from me, to bring 
fach an Odium upon our Church. 

* Hof. ii. ip Achor fignifigs Trouble, 

f Ifai. xxviii. 17. I Hof. xiii. 9. 
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Grace have much more abounded through the fecond. 
For, if We were ruined by a Crime, which We 
committed not; We are recovered by a Righteouf¬ 
nefs, which We performed not. A Righteoufnefs, 
infinitely furpaffing whatever We could have ac¬ 
quired ; even though our Nature had been tranf- 
mitted to Us, free from any Depravity, and exempt 
from all Guilt. 

Tber. In your Opinion then, and according to 
your Scheme, Salve and a Regimen are better than 
a found Conftitution! 

Aft. No, Tberon. My Opinion is, that none 
can think Himfelf aggrieved, or have any Reafon to 
complain, at that grand and beneficent Regulation, 
which fuffers the glimmering Taper to be obfeured 
or extinguifhed, but fheds abroad the boundlejs and 
tnajejlic Beams of Day. And if any Comparifon 
be made between the moft perfedf human Obedi¬ 
ence, and the everlafting divine Righteoufnefs of 
CHRIST, it (hould be taken from the glimmering 
Taper and the meridian Sun. 

Ther. I cannot perfuadc myfelf to admire fuch 
myfterious and unaccountable Notions. They muft 
puzzle Some : will offend Others: but cannot edify 
Any. 

Aft. This Point, That We all died in Adam ; 
were undone by his Apoftacy; cannot puzzle the 
fimplcft, if unprejudiced Mind.—Nor will it offend 
Any, but the proud Philofopher, or the felf—righ¬ 
teous Moralift. And I allure You, I fhould not 
mention it, much lefs infift upon it, did it not fub- 
ferve, and in a very lingular Manner, the Purpofes 
of Edification. The Do&rine of a REDEEMER, 
pbeying ancj dying in our Stead, is the very Hinge 
P 4 and 
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and Center of all evangelical Revelations: is the 
Very Life and Soul of all evangelical Blcffings. 
This Doctrine is not a little illuftratcd, and comes 
very much recommended, by the Imputation of 
A data' s Sin. 

Contraries, You know, caft Light upon, and fet 
off each other. Winter and its fevere Cold, make 
Spring and its chearing Warmth, more fenfibly per¬ 
ceived, and more highly pleafing. Such an Influ¬ 
ence has the prefent Subject, with refpedt to the 
vicarious Obedience of our MEDIATOR. 
The more clearly We fee the Reality of the firft, 
the more thoroughly We fhall difeern the Expe¬ 
diency, the Excellency , the Glory of the laft. The 
more We are humbled under a Conviction of the 
former, the more We fhall covet, or the more We 
fhall triumph in, the Enjoyment of the latter.— 
The Apoftle draws a long Parallel, or rather forms 
a ftrong Contraft between them, in the fifth Chap¬ 
ter to the Romans. He fpeaks copiouily of Adam’s 
Guilt, imputed to all Mankind for Condemnation 
and Death : that He may fpeak the more acceptably, 
the more charmingly of CHRIST’S Righteouf- 
nefs, imputed to all Believers for Juftification and 
Life. In that dark Ground , He well knew, this 
faireft lovelieft Flower of Chriftianity, appears with 
peculiar Beauty indeed, with all the Beauty of 
eonfumoiate Wifdom, and adorable Benignity. 

Tier. It really feems to me a Thing impojftbh, 
that one Man’s Righteoufncfs fhould he made Ano¬ 
ther’s. Can one Man live by the Soul of Another ? 
Or be learned by the Learning of Another ?—Good 
Afpafto , never attempt to maintain fuch palpable 

Abfur- 
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Abfurdities. They will expofe Chriftianity to the 
Scorn of Infidels. 

Jfp. If Infidels feoff at this comfortable Truth, 
their Scoffing will be, like all their other Cavils, not 
the Voice of Reafon, but the Clamour of Prejudice. 

My Friend’s Objection infinuates, what We ne¬ 
ver aflert; That the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST 
is transfufed into Believers. Which would, doubt- 
lefs, be in Fadt impoffible, as it is in Theory ab» 
furd.—But*this We difavow, as ftrenuoufly as You 
can oppol'e. The REDEEMER’S Righ- 
teoufnefs is made ours, not by Infufton , but by 
Imputation. The very Terms We ufe, may acquit 
Us from fuch a ridiculous Charge; as Imputation 
fignifies, “ A placing to the Account of One, what 
“ is done or fullered by Another.” Accordingly 
We believe, That the Righteoufnefs which jufti- 
fies, abides in CHRIST , but is placed to our Ac¬ 
count: that CHRIST, and CHRIST alone, 
a&ually performed it: that CHRIST, and 
CHRIST alone, perfonally poffeffes it: but that 
performing it in our Stead, and pofleffing it as our 
Covenant-head, GOD imputes it to Us—GOD 
accepts Us for it—accepts Us as much, as if We 
had, on our own Behalf and in our own Perfons, 
feverally fulfilled it. 

Though one Man cannot live, be adluattd with 
a Principle of Life, by the Soul of another ; yet You 
mull allow, that one Man, nay, that many Men 
may live, be continued in the PolTeffion of Life, for 
the Righteoufnefs of another. Or e\fe You muft do, 
what I am fure You abhor—You muft charge, with 
Abfurdity and lmpoffibility, even the Declaration 
of JEHOVAH himfeif j If I find in Sodom fifty 

Righteous 
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Righteous within the City , then will IJpare all the 
Place FOR THEIR Sak.es *. 

Ther . Not all your Refinements can reconcile me 
to this uncouth Notion.—The Practice is unex¬ 
ampled, and abfolutcly inconfiflent with the Rules of 
dijirihutlve Jufticc. 

Afp. Ah ! my Theron , if We look for Examples 
of GOD’s unbounded Goodnefs, amongft the puny 
Proceedings of Men ; We fball be led into the moil 
extravagant Mifapprehenfions. To meafure one of 
the Sparks on your Ring, and fancy We have taken 
the Dimenfion of the dips or the Andes , would be, 
in comparifon of this Error, a finall Mi flake. 
Since, between a brilliant Speck, and a Range of 
Mountains, there is fame Pioportion : but between 
human Beneficence, and this heavenly Bounty, 
there cannot poflibly be any. —However, the all- 
condefccnding CREATOR has been pleafed, 
fo to difpcnfc his infinitely rich Grace; that We 
may find, though nothing parallel in any, nothing 
correfpondent in ail Circumftances ; yet fome faint 
Shadow of its Manner , among the Affairs of Man¬ 
kind. Something, that may perhaps give Us fuch 
an Idea of the flupendous Sabject, as a Glow-worm 
would give of the Sun’s Splendor, in cafe a Perfon 
had never beheld that magnificent Luminary.— 
This Remark I muff intreat You to recoiled!, when¬ 
ever I attempt to elucidate the Myfferies of the Gofpcl, 
by any Occurrences in common Life. 

When your worthy Minifter was difabled, by a 
rheumatic Diforder, from attending on the Bufinefs 
of his Fundlion, feveral of the neighbouring Clergy 
gave Him their Afliftance. Was He not, by this 

vicarious 


* Gen xviii. 2 6. 
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vicarious Performance of his Office, intitled to all the 
Profits of his Living ?—It feems therefore not fo un¬ 
exampled a Thing, for one Perfon to act in another’s 
Stead. And when a Service is thus difeharged by 
the Proxy , the Kenefit may, according to the received 
Maxims of Mankind, accrue to the Principal.— 
Did not Jehu’s, Defcendcnts, even to the fourth 
Generation *, reap the Adyantage of their great 
Grandfather’s Zeal ? Does not the Duke of * * * * 
enjoy the Honours and Rewards, won by the Sword 
of a vidlorious Anceflor?—And may not the whole 
World of Believers, with equal, with far greater 
Juitice, receive Life and Salvation, on Account of 
their all-deferving SAVIOUk ? Kfpecially, fince 
He and They are one myftical Body ; rpi dented 
as fuch in Scripture, and tonfidered as lush by 
GOD. 

No, fay You : “ this is contrary to the Rules 
“ of diftributive Juftice.”—What is your Idea of 
a Surety ? How was the Affair ftated, and how 
were Matters negotiated, with relation to your ge¬ 
nerous Acquaintance Philander ? He, You know, 
was bound for an unfortunate Brother, who lately 
flepped afide. 

Then. The Debt, by his Brother’s abfeonding, 
devolved upon Philander. He was refponfible fof 
all, and obliged to pay the whole Sum. 

I Jfp. 

* 2 Kings sc. 30. By this Inliance—by blefiing the 
Ij'raelilts, lor the Sake of Abraham, ljuac, and 'Jacob —by 
ihevving Mercy to Solomon, ana ins i'ollerity, on account 
of David their Father—and by many luch Patterns re¬ 
corded in Scipture; the L hi < D feenis to have confti- 
tuted a Sign, and to have kept op a Memorial, of his 
Purpcfe to lave Sinners, by the Deeds and Deferts of 
Another, 
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jifp. Was not his Payment as fathfaflory to the 
Creditor, as if the Money had been paid in the 
Debtor’s own Perfbn, by the Debtor’s own Hand ? 

Ther. Certainly. 

Aft. Was not the Debtor, by this vicarious Pay¬ 
ment, releafcd from all Fear of Profecution, and 
acquitted from any future Demand on this Score ? 

Ther. He was. 

Aft. Apply this Inftance to the Redemption of 
Sinners by JESUS CHRIST: who is, in the 
fecred Writings, exprefly ftyled A SURETY *.— 
If Philanders Aft was deemed, in the Eflimation of 
Law, the Aft of his Brother; if the Deed of the 
former was imputed, in point of Advantage, intirely 
to the latter; why Qiould not the fame Effefts take 
place, with regard to the divine Bondfman, and poor 
infblvent Sinners ? Why fhould that be exploded in 
our Syltem of Divinity, which is univcrfally ad¬ 
mitted in our Courts of Juflicc ? 

Ther. Obedience and Righteoufnefs are, in the 
Nature of the Things themfelves, pcrfoual Qualities, 
and only fo. Every Man is that only (and can be 
nothing elfe) which He is in Himfetf. 

Aft. Righteoufnefs, as dwelling in Us, is undoubt¬ 
edly a perfonal Quality. Obedience, as performed 
ly Us, comes under the fame Denomination. But 
does this fuperfede the Neceflity, or deftroy the Ex- 
iftence of imputed Righteoufnefs ?—Your firft Pro- 
pofitton is ambiguous. Let it fpeak diftinftly ; add 
inherent to your Righteoufnefs; and the Senfe be¬ 
comes determinate, but the Argument falls to the 
Ground. 


* Heb. vi. 22. 
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“ Every Man is that only (and can be nothing 
“ elfe) which He is in Himfelf.”—If I had never 
feen the Bible, I Ihould have yielded my ready Af- 
fent to this Propofition. But, when I open the Old 
Teftament, and find it written by the Prophet j In 
the LORD Jhall all the Houfe of Ifracl be juftifed*. 
When I turn to the New Teftament, and hear the 
Apoftle faying; Te are complete in HIM\ who is the 
Head of all Principalities and Powers J ; I cannot 
concur with Theron , without contradidting Revela¬ 
tion.— Ifrael, or the true Believer, is faid to be juf- 
tified ; and the Foundation of this Blefling is de¬ 
clared to be, not in Hitnlt-lf, but in the LORD. 
The Colojftans are faid to be complete; which, we 
are very ctrtain, they were not in thcmfclves ; and 
are exprefly allured, they were fo in CHRIST— 
Hence it appears, quite contrary to my Friend’s 
Aflertion, that binners both have and are that in 
CHRIST , which they neither have nor are in 
themfelves. They have, by Imputation, a Righte• 
oufncfs in CHRIST ; they are, by this imputed 
Righteoufnefs, complete before G O D. 

1 believe, your Miftake proceeds from negledling 
to diftinguilh between inherent and imputed. 

«—We never fuppofe; That a Profane Perfon is de¬ 
vout, or an intemperate Perfon, fober. To live 
foberly and a£t devoutly, is inherent Righteoufnefs. 
But We maintain; That the Profane and Intem¬ 
perate, being convinced of their Iniquity, and be¬ 
taking themfelves to the all-fufficient SAVIOUR 
for Redemption, are interefted in the Merit both 
of his Life and of his Death. This is imputed Righ- 
tcoufnefs.—We farther affirm; That, though cri¬ 
minal 

• Ifai. xlv. aj. f Col. Ii. 10. 
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minal in themfelves, they are made righteous in 
CHRIST ; and are accepted by GOD, for his 
beloved S O N’s Sake. This is JuJUfication through 
imputed Righteoufnefs. 

Neither is this a precarious or unwarrantable 
Opinion, but the clear and pofitive Declaration of 
Scripture. He jujlificth , He abfolves from Guilt, 
He treats as righteous —Whom ? Upright, obedient, 
finlefs Creatures ? This were nothing extraoidinary 
—No; but He jujiifuth the Unvoc’lj *, that believe ill 
the LORD JESUh'. Imputing, as the Ground 
of this Juftification, their Trefpafles to Him, and 
his Righteoufnefs to them. This is divinely gra¬ 
cious indeed! 

Ther. 1 fee no Occafion for fuch nice Diftin&ions, 
and metaphyfual Subtilties, in plain popular Divinity. 
Hard Terms and abftrufe Notions, may perplex the 
Head, but feldom improve the Heart. 

jlfp. Why then do You oblige Us to make ufc of 
them ? If fome People twift and entangle the Reins, 
it behoves Others to clear them of the Embarraflmcnt, 
and replace them in their due Pofition.—Many Wri¬ 
ters, either from an artful Defign, or through a 
ftrange Inadvertence, have jumbled and confounded 
thefe two very different Ideas. Hence, they have 
ftarted Obje&ions to our Dodtrine, which, the Mo- 
'ment You introduce this obvious Diftindtion, va- 
nifh into Air. They broach a Miftake of their own, 
and then charge the Abfurdity upon Others. 

I am no more fond of hard Terms, and abftrufe 
Notions, than my Tbcron. Neither can I think the 
Inftance before Us, is fo abftrufe and intricate. I 
am very certain, You are capable of comprehending 

much 


* Rom. iv. 
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much higher and nicer Refinements. Therefore, 

I mult once again entreat You to remember the 
very material Difference, between inherent and im¬ 
puted Righteoufnefs. The former, is the Eflence 
of San&ification; the latter, is the Ground of Jus¬ 
tification. By this , We are reftored to the Favour 
of GOD; by that , We are made meet for his 
heavenly Kingdom.—Let this Diftindtion, which is 
eafy, which is fcriptural, which is important, take 
place; and We may for the future difmifs, what 
you call, the metaphyfical Subtilties. Our Difa- 
greement will ceafe, and our Opinions tally. 

Ther. I queftion that, Afpafio. There are other 
Difficulties to be got over, before I can digeft fa 
crude an Opinion.—If we are juftified by the Righ- 
teoyfnefs of CHRIS 7 , then the Righteoufnefs 
which juftifies Mankind is already wrought out. 

JJp. And this You take to be a notorious Falf- 
hood. Whereas, I look upon it as a certain and 
moft delightful Truth.—The Righteoufnefs, which 
juftifies finful Man, was fet on foot ; when GOD 
lent forth his SON from the Habitation of his 
Holinefs and Glory, to be bom of a Woman, and 
made fubjed to the Law.—It was carried on , through 
the whole Courfe of our S A VIO U R’s Life ; in 
which He always did fuch Things, as magnified 
the Law, and were pleafing - to his heavenly FA- 
THE R.—It was completed at that ever memorable, 
that grand Period of 'I'ime, when the blefled IM¬ 
MANUEL bowed his dying Head; and cried, 
with a ftrong triumphant Voice, It is finished. 

If the juftifying Righteoufnefs was to be wrought 
by Ourfelves , We could never b. truly and fully juf¬ 
tified till Death; till our Warfare is accomplifhed, 

aud 
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and our laji ACl of Obedience everted.—But how un¬ 
comfortable is fuch an Apprehenfion! And how mifer- 
able would it render ourLives!—How contrary is fuch 
aSentiment, to the Determination of thcApoftle; Ye 
ARE jujlified*! As well as to the Experience ofChrif- 
tians; IV e ARE pajfedfrom Death unto Life\. 

Ther. Soothed then with this pleafing Surmife, 
may not the Libertine fay to his Soul ?—“ Soul, 
take thine Eafe in the moft indolent Security. 
“ All my carnal Appetites, indulge Yourfclves 
“ without Reftraint. Confcience, be under no 
“ Solicitude to live fobcrly, righteoully, and god- 
il lily. For the Work is done ; all done to my 
“ Hands. I am like fome fortunate Heir, whofe 
“ Parents have been fuccefsfuljy induftrious; and 
have left nothing to exercife the Diligence of 
“ their furviving Son, but only, to pollefs the In- 
tf heritance, and live on Labours not his own.” 

jffp. The Libertine, who only fpeculates or dif. 
putes, may indeed abufe the Dottrine of Grace. 
But the Believer, who is guided and influenced by 
the Power of Grace, will improve it to better Pur- 
pofes. Where the former only flufiuates on the 
Undemanding, fuch deteftable Confequences may 
enfue. Where the latter operates on the Heart, it 
will always produce very different Efl'e&s. Such 
a Perfon, from fuch a Faith, will never be inclined 
.to Inactivity or Licentioufncfs. No more than our 
bufy Companions, with their humming Notes, and 
honied Thighs, are, by this bright Sunfhine and 
all thefe expanded Blofloms, inclined to feep away 
their Hours in the Hive. You may* as foon cxpeCl 
to fee thefe Colonies of the Spring, fwarming in 

Decettfper, 

* r Cor. vl. it. ft John v. 20. 
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December, clinging to an Icicle, or difperfing them* 
fetfes to gather Honey on the Snow j as to fee A 
truly gracious Man, who is dead to Sin, living any 
longer therein *.—G 0 D forbid f ! He abhors the 
very Thought. 

Whoever, therefore, fo fhamefully perverts fo 
fweet and glorious a Doftrine, Is a Witnefs againft 
Himfelf, that He has neither Lot nor Portion in the 
ineftimable Privilege. Does an Animal fuck Poi- 
fon from the moil wholefome Herbs? We are fure, 
from that infallible Indication, it is the vile Spider, 
or fome envenomed Infe&, not the valuable and 
induftrious Bee. 

Ther. Truly, Afpafio , I know not how to call that 
Do£trine fweet, much lefs can I recommend it as 
wholefome; which renders Repentance, perfonal 
Reformation, and inherent Reftitude needlefs. And 
if your Tenet is once received, all thefe Duties may 
fairly be difmifled. So that if the Thing was pof* 
Able, yet it would be pernicious. 

Afp. The Prophet was of another Mind: They 
fall bok on Him , whom they have pierced , and mourn $♦ 
Sinners fhall look, by Faith, to their crucified 
LORD ; fhall fee Him fattened with Nails to the 
curfed Tree; fee Him ttabbed to the Heart by the 
bloody Spear. And remembering, that this was the 
Punifhment due to their Provocations j believing, 
that by this Punifhment, they are freed from all 
penal Sufferings, and intitled to all fpiritual Blef* 
fings: they fhall not be tempted to tranfgufs, but 
incited to mourn ; not play the Profligate, but a£t 
the Penitent.—The Apoftle exadtly agrees with the 
Prophet; and both are diametrically oppefite to 
V o l. I. Q, Friend} 

* Rom, yi. a. f Rom. vi. i, a> 1 Zecb. xi. ie» 
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Friend ; The Goodnefs, the tranfcendent and incon¬ 
ceivable Goodnefs of GOD our SAVIOUR, in- 
ftead of diverting from, leadeth to Repentance *. 

Far from obfhudting, it powerfully promotes, 
ferfonal Reformation. For thus faith that all-wife 
BEING, who intimately knows our Frame, and 
difeerns what is moft effectual to work upon our 
Minds; The Grace of GOD, which bringeth Salva¬ 
tion, hath appeared ; teaching Us, that denying all Un- 
godlinefs and worldly Lufls, JVe Jhould live foberly , 
righteoujly, and godlily in this prefent evil World +. 
Grace, You obferve, even that glorioufly free 
Grace, which bringeth Salvation to unworthy 
Creatures, is a Difluafive of all Vice, and an En¬ 
couragement to every Virtue. 

As to inherent Rectitude, how can that be rendered 
needlefs by imputed Righteoufnefs ? Is Health ren¬ 
dered infignificant, by the Abundance of our Riches ? 
Does Eafe become fuperfluous, through the Beauty 
of our Apparel ?—Holinefs is the Health of our Souls, 
and the Eafe of our Minds. Whereas, ungovernable 
Paflions create keener Anguifh, than a Brood of Vi¬ 
pers gnawing our Bofoms. Inordinate Defires are 
a more intolerable Nuifance, than Swarms of Lo- 
cufts infefting our Abodes. To regulate thofe, and 
to reftrain thefe , can never be needlefs, till Comfort 
and Sorrow change their Properties j till the dia¬ 
bolical Nature becomes equally defirable with the 
Divine. . 

Tber. The Believer, indeed, out of mere Gene- 
rofity, may, if He pleafe, add Works of Righteouf¬ 
nefs of his own. But his main Intereft is fecure 
without them. . 

Jfp. 

* Rom. ii. 4. f Tit. ii. n, 12. 
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Jfip. Rather, Theron, He mujl out of Duty, He 
•will out of Gratitude, and from the new Difpofition 
of his Nature He cannot but, add to his Faith Works 
of Righteoufnefs. 

How runs the heavenly Editt, in this Cafe 
made and provided ? 1 will. That they who have 
believed in GOD, for Pardon of Sin and Life 
eternal, be cateful to maintain good Works *,— 
How beats the Pulfe of a believing Soul ? You 
may feel it, in that truly generous Demand, 
made by the Pfialmijl: What Jhall I render unto 
the LORD, for delivering me from impend¬ 
ing Death, from deferved Damnation ; and for all 
the Benefits, that He hath done unto me j- f A grate¬ 
ful Heart wants not the Goad, but is a Spur to it- 
felf.—How leans the Bias of his Nature ? He is 
new-born; created in CHRIST JESUS unto 
good Works %» his Delight is in the Law of the 
LORD ||. Whatever is our fupreme Delight, 
We are fure to profecute ; and profecute with Ar¬ 
dour. We cannot but fipeak the Things which We have 
feen and heard §, was the Profefiion of the Apoftles; 

If 

* Tit. iii. 8 . The original Word wpoirao-flan has a Beauty 
and an Energy, which, 1 believe, it is impoflible for our 
Language to preferye, by any literal Tranilation. It im¬ 
plies, That a Believer fhould not only be exercifed in, 
but eminent for, all good Works: lhould Jhew Others 
the Way, and outjirip them in the honourable Race: be 
both a Pattern, and a Patron of univerfal Godlinefs. 

f Pfal. cxvi. 12. t Eph. ii. 10. || Pfal. i. 2. 

§ Cannot but —This is an Expreffion, ufed by the A- 
poftles. Aits iv. 20. It deferibes the genuine and ha¬ 
bitual Propenfity of their new Nature. As the compaf- 
fionate Bowels cannot but yearn at Speftacles of Mifery; 
as the benevolent Heart cannot but dilate with Pleafure, 
at the Sight of a Brother’s Happinefs: fo the new Crea¬ 
te 2 ture 
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jf applied to pra&ical Godlinefs, it is the Expe¬ 
rience of the Chrijlian. 

Nor can his main Intereft be fecure without a holy 
Obedience. Becaufe, the Judge of the World, at 
the Day of eternal Retribution, will declare to the 
Workers of Iniquity; I never knew You j depart froth 
tut *. Becaufe Holinefs, though not the Caufe of 
our Admittance to the beatific Vifion; is fo necef- 
fary a Qualification, that without it no Man Jhailfee 
the LORD f. Without it, there is no Accefs to 
Heaven, neither could there be any Enjoyment in 
Heaven. 

Ther. Pray, recollect Yourfelf, Afpafio. Accord¬ 
ing to the Tenour of your own Illuftration, the 
Ncceflity of perfonal Obedience is evidently va¬ 
cated. For, how can the Law demand a Debt of 
the Principal, which has been fully difcharged by 
the Surety ? Does not fuch a Dodtrine fupply Con- 
fcqucnccs, very hurtful to Piety and Virtue ? 

Jjp. The Debt of penal Suffering, and rhe Debt 
of perfect Obedience, arc fully difcharged by our 
Divine SURETY. So that We am no longer 
under a Neceflity of obeying, in order to obtain an 
Exemption from Punilhment, or to lay the Foun¬ 
dation for our final Acceptance. We are never- 
thelefs engaged, by many other Obligtffiohs, to 
walk in all dutiful and confcientious Regard to the 
Law. 

The Levites were a Type of CHRIST. The 
Levites, faith the holy One of Ifra'el , Jhail do the 

Service 

tore in CHRIST, cannot but dejirt to glorify, and 
tigh to obey, the ever-bleffed GOD. 

* Matt. via. 23. f Heb. xii. 14. 
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Service of tie Congregation, arid bear their Iniquities *. 
—Do the j'acred Service, whereby the People were 
accepted before G O D— Bear their feveral Iniquities, 
whereby they obtained Remiflion of Sins.— IfracL, 
you fee, by Means of the Levites and their Miniftra- 
tions, were made Partakers of Pardon, of Peace, 
and the divine Favour. This is undeniable. But 
did this vacate the Neceffity of their perfonal Obe¬ 
dience ? Could this fupply Confequences very hurt¬ 
ful, or in any Degree hurtful, to their Piety and 
Virtue ?—Where then was the Wifdom of the Law¬ 
giver ? What a Reflexion this on the Author of fuch 
an Inftitution? Either HE could not be wife and 
holy, or elfe this Charge muft be falfe and groundlefs. 

Tber. Many other Obligations, You fay. Jn- 
ftance in fome, and demonftrate the Charge to be 
groundlefs. 

Afp. Obedience, perfonal Obedience, is necef- 
fary, becaufe—this is the moft authentic Proof of 
our Love to the gracious REDEEMER; If Ye 
love me, keep my Commandments f—this is a comfort¬ 
able Evidence of our Union with that exalted Head} 
He that ahideth in Me, and I in Him, the fame bring - 
eth forth much Fruit J —this is alfo the moft effectual 
Method, of adorning our ProfeUion ; and of win¬ 
ning our Neighbours, to embrace the Gofpel. Let 
your Light, the Light of your exemplary Converfa* 
tion, not only appear, but pine before Men: that 
they, feeing jour good Works, may think honourably 
of your Religion ||. May glorify your FATHER , 

3 which 

* Numb, xviii. 23. f John xiv. ij. J John xv. 5. 

|| Matt. v. 16. Therefore, by pur LORD in this 
Place, and by St. Paul in his Epiftle to Titus, good Works 
are called K»a* ttfu, graceful, beauteous , ornamental . 
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which is in Heaven ; and fey, with tbofe Profelytes 
mentioned by the Prophet, We will go with you. 

. Are not thefe Obligations?—Real Obligations? 
Obligations, whofe Reality will never be difputed, 
whofe Force mult always be felt, by the true Be¬ 
liever.— Do we then make void the Law, through an 
imputed Rightcoufijtfs? No, verily: but—if Gra¬ 
titude to the crucified JESUS, have any con- 
ftraining Influence; if a Concern for our own Com¬ 
fort and Happincfs have any perfuafive Energy; if 
there be any Thing inviting, any Thing defirable, 
in the Profpcd of honouring GOD, and edifying 
Man— we e/lahlijh the Law. By all thefe generous, 
manly, endearing Motives, We enforce its Pre¬ 
cepts, and provide for its Obfervance. 

Thcr. Should We admit this Doctrine, Mankind 
could no longer be confidered as in thcmfelves, and 
Jblely in thcmfelves accountable Creatures. Nor 
would the future Judgment be an equitable Diflri- 
bution of Rewards and Punifhments ; but only 
GOD’s awful and uncontroulable Execution of his 
-own arbitrary and irreverfible Decrees. 

jffp. 1 have never been accuftomed to confider 
Mankind, under the Gofpel Difpenfation, as ac¬ 
countable folcly in themfelves. Becaufe, in this 
comfortable and benign Scheme, a MEDIATOR 
intervenes j undertakes to anfwer for his People; 
and bears the Chajlifement of their Peace. —Were We 
accountable foleiy in Ourfelves, CHRIST as our 
great HIGH-PRIEST, would be fet afide ; and 
his Sacrifice, as a Propitiation for Sin, be of none 
Effed. 

Why may not.the future Judgment, be an equit¬ 
able Diftribution of Rewards and Punifliments ? If 

thofe. 
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thofe, who reject the Atonement of the dying JE¬ 
SUS, and rcfufe to depend on his confummate 
Righteoufnefs, are left to ftand or fall, according to 
the Blue of their own Obedience. If Believers, on 
the other hand, are accepted through their moll 
meritorious REDEEMER; but rewarded with 
higher or inferior Degrees of Felicity, in Propor¬ 
tion to the SanCtity of their Nature, and Ulefulnefs 
of their Lives —1 fee nothing arbitrary in this Pro¬ 
cedure ; but an admirable Mixture of juft Severity, 
and free Goodnefs—On thofe, who reject the Atone¬ 
ment, juft Severity —To thofe, who rely on their 
S A VIO LJ R, free Goodnefs. 

Ther. The Obedience of C HRIS T was wholly 
due for Himfelf; and therefore could not merit for 
Another. 

Jfp. A bold Aftertion this ! Whoever can make 
it good, will infallibly overthrow my Opinion ; and 
abfolutely deftroy my Hopes. But furely, lb cron, 
it is not your real'Sentiment. 

Could it then be Matter of Duty in the eternal 
SON, to be born of a Woman; and in the 
LORD of Lords, to become the Servant of all ? 
Could it be Matter of Duty in the KING of 
Glory, to embrace the Infamy of the Crofs; and 
in the PRINCE of Life, to' pour out his Soul 
unto Death ?—If all this was Matter of Duty, the 
ever-blefled JESUS (How (hall 1 fpeak it? Who 
can believe it?) was no better than an unprofitable 
Servant*. For, fuch is the acknowledged Cha¬ 
racter of One, who does no more, than— 

Ther. Not fo faft, nor quite fo vehement, my 
Friend. Remember what the Scripture affirms. 

0.4 CHRIST 

1 Luke xvii. 10. 
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CHRIST is there faid to receive a Commandment, 
and be fubjeff to the Law. Both which Expres¬ 
sions imply Obligation and Duty. 

ftfp. In order to accomplifli our Redemption, the 
SON of GOD Submitted Himfelf to the Com¬ 
mandment. But this was his own fpontaneous A<3:, 
The Matter of his free Choice. To which He 
lay under no Obligation, till He engaged to be* 
(come our Surety. 

Being in the Form of GOD, He was Lord of the 
Law j and no more fubjeft to its Commands, than 
obnoxious to its Curfe. Nevertbelefs, He took upon 
Him the Form of a Servant ; and was made under tht 
Law .—Wherefore ? Becaufe it was his bounden 
Duty, to put his Neck under the Yoke * ? Impof- 
fible to imagine !—Or, that He might obtain ever- 
Jafting Life and Glory for Himfelf? No fuch 
Thing. But that He might redeem thofe who wen 
lender the Law f. From which it appears, that 
both his Engagement and his Obedience were, not 
for Himfelf, but for bis People,—Therefore the 
Prophet cries out, with holy Exultation ; Tolls a 
Child is born ; ToUs a Son is given J ! His incarnate 
State and human Nature, together with all that He 
did and Suffered in both, were for Us: thofe affumed 
pa our Account, thefe referred to our Advantage. 

Let Us conlujer this, and be amazed! and bp 
charmed!—The great univerfal LORD vouch¬ 
safes to pay univerfal Obedience ! What Condefcen * 
2 fton 

* Alts xv. to, f Gal. iv, 5. 

J Jfai. ix. 6. Eft pr ret trees Empbafts ftngularis in Voco. 
nobis. Signifieat id, quod omnes fentiunt , noitro Bono & 
Commodo natumtffebonePucrssmImperatorem. Vitrikg, 
The Original is, pot 'h for Himfelf, but ub for Us, 
§n4 our pood; for Ui Hen, and our Salvation, 
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Jlon was Here!—He vouchfafes to pay it, for U« 
Men, and for our Redemption! What Goodnejs 
was this! 

Tber. Before We indulge the devotional Strain, 
We ihould take care that our Devotion is founded 
on rational Principles. Otherwife it may prove, 
not like the Fire on the Altar, which was always 
burning , and never went out ; but like the Flafli of a 
Sky-rocket, which glitters one Moment, and is 
extinguiihed the next.—Suppofe I ihould fay; All 
this Obedience was neceflary in CHR IS T, as a 
qualifying Condition for the Prieftly Office 5 and ill 
order to confer Merit, on the Sacrifice of his 
Death. 

rffp. This You are welcome to fay. But I hope. 
You will not, like a certain Acquaintance of ours, 
be determined never to unfay or retrait, what You 
have once affirmed.—You will pleafe to remember. 
That there was no need of any fuch qualifying Con¬ 
dition: the Dignity of our L O R D’s Perfon being, 
of itfelf, fufficient to render his Sacrifice infinitely 
fatisfaitory, and infinitely meritorious. 

Hence it will appear, that, for every Thing ad¬ 
vanced upon this Subject, We have a folid Foun¬ 
dation, in Reafon, as well as in Scripture.—Scrip¬ 
ture teaches Us, that the Man CHRIST JESUS, 
was united to the fecond Perfon of the eternal 
TRJNITY.—Reafon allures Us, that, by Vir¬ 
tue of this Union, He rauft have an unqueftionable 
Right to everlafting Life and Glory. If fo, He 
could be under no Necelfity of obeying, in order 
to procure either Honour or Happinefs for Himfelf, 
—Therefore, all that He performed, in Conformity 
fo the preceptive Part of the Law, He performed 

undqr 
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under the Character of a public Perfon: in the Place, 
and for the Benefit of his fpiritual Seed. That they 
might be interefted in it, and juftified by it. 

T/jcr. Be it fo: the Believer is interefted in 
CHR I ST ’s Righteoufnefs.—Pray, is He interefted 
in all, or only in Part ?—If in ail, then every Be¬ 
liever is equally righteous, and equally to be re¬ 
warded. Which is contrary to an allowed Maxim, 
That there will be different Allotments of Happi- 
nefs in the heavenly World.—If in Part only, how 
will You afcertain the Degree? What Proportion 

belongs to this Perfon, and what to the other?_ 

Either Way, your Scheme is inextricably em- 
bar raffed. 

Afp. The Reply to my Tberon’s Enquiry, is eafy; 
and the Embarraffment He mentions, is but imagi¬ 
nary.— Every true Believer is interefted in all 
CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs; in the whole Merit of 
his fpotlcfs Nature, of his perfeft Obedience, and 
expiatory Death. “ Is CHRIST divided? Said 
“ a holy Perfon in his laft Moments. No; I have 
“ the whole of his Righteoufnefs. All that He did, 
“ all that He fuffered for the Redemption of Sin- 
“ tiers, is mine.” 

You are a great Admirer of Anatomy, Theron , 
and muft undoubtedly remember the very peculiar 
Structure of the Ear. Other Parts off the Body are 
progreffive in their Growth. Their Bulk is pro¬ 
portioned to the infantile, or manly Age. But the 
Organs of Hearing, I have been informed, ar tpre- 
cifely of the fame Size, in the feeble Infant, and the 
confirmed Adult.—Junification Iikcwife, being ab- 
folutely neceffary to a State of Acceptance with 
GOD, is, in every Stage of the Chriftian Courfe, 
3 and 
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and even in the firftDawn of fincere Faith, com¬ 
plete. With regard to the Exijlence of the Privi¬ 
lege, there is no Difference* in the Babes, the 
young Men, the Fathers in CHRIST. The Per¬ 
ception, the AJJ'urance, the comfortable Enjoyment of 
the Benefit, may increafe. But the Benefit itfelf 
is incapable of Augmentation. 

The various Advances in San&ification, account 
for the various Degrees of future Glory. Not ac¬ 
count for them only, but render them entirely rea- 
fonablej and, according to our Apprehenfion of 
Things, unavoidable. Even as they feem perfe&ly 
agreeable, to the Reprefentations of the Gofpel f.~ 
As to fettling the Proportion , We may fafely leave 
that to the Supreme ARBITRAT OR. He, 
who meteth out the Heavens with a Span , and fettetb 
a Compajs upon the Face of the Deep , cannot be at a 
lofs to adjuft this Particular. 

Tier. The Organs of Hearing, though not pre- 
ciiely, are very nearly , of the fame Bulk, in the Babe 
and the Man. They acquire, from advancing 

Years, 

* To the fame Purpofe fpeaks one of our moll cele¬ 
brated Divines ; as great an Adept in facred Literature, 
as Ages have produced.—“ All are juitified alike : the 

Truth of Faith jultifying, not the Mea/ure. juflifica- 
“ tion therefore is the fame in All that believe: though 
“ their Belief be in different Degrees. So, once in the 
" Wildernefs, all gathered not Manna in the fame Mea- 
“ fure; yet, when all came to meafure, they had all 
“ alike j none above an Omer, none under.” 

Lightfoot, Vol. II. p. 1052. 

t See Dan. xii. ?. 1 Cor. iii. 8. 2 Cor. ix. 6. I.uke 
xix. 12, 13, tic. Where the Servant, that gained live 
Pounds, is made Ruler over five Cities ; while another, 
who acquired double the Sum, is promoted to double 
Honour. 
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Years, fcarce any Thing more than an Increafe of 
Solidity. So that I make no Obje&ion to your II- 
luftration, but only to your Do&rine. 

If CHRIST has done all, and we are entitled 
to his whole Merits only by believing; to be faved, 
mull be the eaftefl Thing in the World. Whereas, 
the Bible reprefents Chriftianity, as a Race and a 
Warfare , a State of Conflict and a Courfe of Strive- 
ng.—In good Truth, dfpafio, You prophefy pleaiing 
Things. Divinity is not your Profeffion j or elfe, I 
hould number You among “ the fmooth, emollient, 
“ downy Doftors.” For, according to the Articles 
>f your Creed, there is no more Difficulty in ac- 
|uiring Heaven and Salvation, than in rifing from 
Hir Seat. 

Jfp. If We confider the Enjoyment of Heaven, 
n a legal View ; if We regard it, as an Acquifition 
:o be made by Ourfelves; it will then be, I fay 
lot extremely difficult, but abfolutely impoffible. 
Whereas, if We confider it in the Evangelical 
^ight; if We regard it, as the Gift of GOD; it 
s then attended with no other Difficulty, than that 
vhich confifts in believing the Report, and receiv- 
ng the Grace of the Gofpel .—To believe , is ccr- 
ainly a moil eafy Thing in itfelf; and would be 
squally eafy to Us, were not our Minds darkened 
nd enfeebled by the Corruption of Nature, aflaulu 
d and embarraffed by the Temptations of Satan *. 
)n Account of thefc Impediments, We often find 
he Duty of Believing accompanied with DifHcul- 
jes; with many and great Difficulties; Rich as will 
bundantly juftify the Language pf the Apoille, 

« when 

1 See Marfhall’r Gofpel Myfery of SanflfccHio*. Edit, 
i. pag. 203, &c. 
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when He fpeaks of Fighting the good Fight*, and 
running the Race f of Faith, 

A Sinner, fecking for Heaven and Salvation, I 
would not compare to an aftive Gentleman rifing 
from his Seat; but rather to a Jhip-wreeked Mari¬ 
ner, labouring to gain fome Place of Safety.—He 
efpies a large Rod, which rears its Head above the 
boifterous b lood. To this He bears away, and to 
this He approaches: but, whirling Winds, and 
dalhing Waves, drive Him back to an unhappy Dis¬ 
tance.—Exerting all his Strength, He advances 
nearer ftill; and attempts to climb the defirable 
Eminence. When, a Sweeping Surge interpofes, 
and drenches Him in the rolling Deep.—By deter¬ 
mined Efforts, He recovers the Space He had loft* 
Now, He faftens on the Cliff, and has almoft 
cfcaped the Danger. But, there is fuch a Numb- 
nefs in his Limbs, that He cannot maintain His 
Hold ; and fuch an impetuous Swell in the Ocean, 
that He is once more diflodged, and plunged afrefh 
into the raging Billows.—What can He do? His 
Life, his precious Life, is at flake. He muft renew, 
ftill renew, and never intermit his Endeavours.— 
Neither let Him abandon Himfelf to Defpair. The 
M ASTE R fees Him, amidft all his fruitlefs Toil. 
Let Him cry earneftly; LORD, five me! I 
perijh ! And H E, who commandeth the Winds and 
the Waves, will put forth his beneficent Hand; 
will refeue Him from the devouring Sea; and fet 
his Feet upon the Rock. Enabling him to believe , 
to the Salvation of his Sou!. 

Such, my Friend, fo painful , fo affduous, are fre¬ 
quently the Conflicts of an awakened Sinner; beforb 

it 


• i Tim. vi. lz. 


f Htb. xii. i, 2. 
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it is given Him * to reft, in peaceful Security, on 
the Rock of Ages, CHRIST JESUS. Of this 
You may, fome Time or other, be allured, not only 
from my Lips, but from your own Experience. 

Ther. What may happen in fome future Period 
of Time, is beyond my Power to forefee. At prc- 
fent, I am apt to think, We muft put a flop to the 
theological Le&ure, Don’t You remember out 
Engagement with Altinous? And You will own, 
that Punctuality in performing our Promifes, is at 
leaft a moral Virtue, if it be not a ebrjiian Grace, 

* Phil. i. 2 c), 
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DIALOGUE VI. 


A SPASIO’s Affairs called him to London. 
He {laid in Town a few Days. But as 
foon as Bufmefs was finifhed, he quitted 
the City, and haftened to his Friend's Co untry-feat. 
—Upon his Arrival, He found fome agreeable 
Company, who came on purpofe to fpend an Even¬ 
ing with the Family. This Incident, gave a Re- 
fpite from Controverfy, and prevented the imme¬ 
diate Profecution of their Debate.—As the next 
Morning proved mifly, and unfit for walking 
abroad, Theron invited Afpafio to pafs an Hour in hi* 
Study. 

It was fituate at the Extremity of a large Gal¬ 
lery : which, while it conduced the Feet to a Re- 
pofitory of Learning, interpofed between the Ear, 
and all the Difturbance of domeftic Affairs. So that 
You are accommodated with every Thing, that may 
regale a ftudious Mind; and incommoded with no¬ 
thing, that may interrupt a fedate Attention.— 
Afpafio readily confented to the Prcpofal; but de¬ 
fied, firft, to take a Turn in this beautiful Oblongs 
and divert Himfclf with the Decorations of the 

D1 _ _ * 
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4 P-, A very fhort Survey, Theron , is fufficient to 
difcover the Corre&nefs of your Judgment* and the 
true Delicacy of your Tafte.—Here, are no imperti¬ 
nent and frivolous Exhibitions, of romantic Tales, or 
poetic Stories. Here, are no indecent Pieces of 
Imagery, that tend to corrupt a chafte, or inflame 
a wanton Fancy.—On the contrary, I am prefented 
with a Colledlion of Maps, accurately drawn by the 
moft able Hands; and with feveral remarkable 
Tranfa&ions of Antiquity, moft eloquently told in 
the Language of the Pencil.—You have happily hit 
that grand Point, which the Gentleman of Refine¬ 
ment, as well as the Author of Genius, fhould ever 
keep in his V iew—-The Union of the Beneficial with 
the Delightful*. 

Ther. Indeed, my Afpafio> I have often been dis¬ 
appointed, fometimes even Clocked, in the Gardens, 
the Porticos, and the Walks of fome modern Vir- 
tuofi. Their Pourtraits and Statues are little elfe, 
but an Aflemblage of elaborate Trifles. Ixion 
ftrctched upon the Wheel, or Phaeton precipitated 
from the Chariot, Apollo ftringing his Lyre, or 
Jupiter (I beg his fupreme Highnefs’s Pardon, for 
sot giving Him the Precedence in my Catalogue) 
beftriding his Eagle, and balancing his Bolts.— 
Pray, where is the Advantage of being introduced 
to this fabulous Tribe of Gentry ? What noble Idea 
can they awaken, or what valuable Impreffion leave 
upon the Mind? The beft We can fay of fuch 
Performances, is. That they are Limning and 
Sculpture expenfively thrown away. 

This 

• Qmnt tulit PunHum, q*i mifiuit Utile Dulci. Ho*, 
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This celebrated Trumpery, One can bear with, 
however. But, when the Painting and Sculpture, 
inftead of cultivating Virtue, and improving our 
Morals, are calculated to be the very Bane of both— 
will You call this an elegant Entertainment ? No: 
'tis a Nuifance. ’Tis a Peft.—In the Statues , I grant, 
every Dunple finks, and every Mufcle fwells, with 
the cxa&cft Propriety. The Countenance is ani¬ 
mated with Life, and the Limbs are ready to ftart 
into Motion.—The Piilure, I am fenfible, is as 
highly ftnifhed as the Effigy. The Diftributions 
of Light and Shade mod artfully adjufted. The 
Diminutions of the Perfpe&ive true to a Nicety. 
Nor can any Thing exceed the eafy Flow of the 
Robe, unlefs it be the graceful Attitude, and almofl: 
fpeaking Afpeft, of the principal Figure.—But, is 
this nwjierly Execution an Equivalent for the mod 
malignant Effects ? For fullying the Purity of my 
Fancy, and poifoning the Powers of my Imagina¬ 
tion ? 

Is it an Indication of the Owner’s judicious Tafte, 
to prefer Regularity of Features in the hammered 
Block, before orderly and harmonious Affections in 
his own Breaft? Does it befpeak a refined Difpofition, 
or a benevolent Temper, to be fo extravagantly ena¬ 
moured with the Touches of a lafeivious Pencil 5 as 
to expofe them in the mod frequented Paffages, and 
obtrude them on every unwary Gueft?—Surely, this 
can create no very advantageous Opinion of a Gen¬ 
tleman’s intelleffual Difcernment. Much lefs can it 
raife an amiable Idea of his moral Character*. On 

fuch 

* ’Tis Pity, but the Adviee of Cicero, (that gj eat Maf- 
ter of elegant Tafte, and polite Manners) was received 
Vol.1 , . R as 
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fuch Occafions, I am ftronglytempted to fufpedl. 
That real Honour is a Stranger, where common 
Decency * is wanting. 

As for the Artift, One can hardly forbear execrat¬ 
ing bis hateful Folly, who could profl'itute fuch fine 
Talents to fuch infamous Purpofes.—-Detefted be the 
Chizzel! that teaches, though with inimitable Dex¬ 
terity, the cold obdurate Marble to enkindle diflolutc 
Affe&ions.—Abhorred be the Pencil! that makes 
no other Ufe of the moft lovely Colours, than to 
pollute the Canvafs, and enfnare the Spectator. 

It is argued, 1 know, that many of thofe Pieces 
are the completeft Models extant.—An everlajling 
Reproach this to the Art: but no Apology for the 
Performances. Since, the more nicely they are exe¬ 
cuted, the more mifehievous f is their Influence. It 

ftrikes 

as a Standard of Regulation, by all our Connoiffeurs in 
the fine Arts. In primis provideat , ne Ornamenta vEdium 
atque Hortorum Vitium ah quod indicent inejje Moribus, 
De Offic. 

* A Gentleman, obferving fome grofs Indelicacies of 
this Kind, at the Seat of a Perfon of Diftinttion, very 
acutely (and, 1 believe, too juttiy) faid ; 

His Paintings are the Gibbet of his Name. 

f I hope, it will not be thought improper; I wi(h, it 
was entirely needlef6; to animadvert upon a Prattice, 
which is, not only a Reproach to our Chrifian ProfeJJion, 
but an Infult upon national Decorum. The Practice of 
expofing to public View, and offering to public Sale, 
fuch lhameful Prints ; as are fitted only to awaken li¬ 
centious Defires, and cheriih the moft profligate Dif- 
pofitions. 

Such Sp' Aacles are a Species of the rankeft Poifon. 
And can the P^fon be lefs pernicious, becauie it is re¬ 
ceived at the £ye, inftead of palling through the Lips? 
Becaufe it tends mors immediately to debauch the Morals, 

and 
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{trikes the furer, and finks the deeper. It dixflcs 
Deftru£tion gay, and paves with Beauty the Way 
to Ruin. 

It is my chief Ambition, AJpafto, to have all my 
Decorations fo circumltanccd, that the Beholder 
may learn fo me valuable Precept in Morality, or be 
reminded of fome important Event in Hiftory: may 
find, even in the Scenes of his Amulement, fome- 
thing to eitablifh his Virtue, or enlarge his Know¬ 
ledge. 

i frequently entertain my eldeft Son, who is read¬ 
ing the Greek and Latin Hiftorians, with an Expla¬ 
nation of my principal Drawings. That he may 
behold in Colouring, what He has perufed in Nar- 
R 2 rative. 

and but remotely to deftroy the Conftitution ?—No Won¬ 
der, fo many of our Youths are cor' upted, and fo many 
Robberies committed ; while fuch Scenes of pictured 
Lewdnefs are fuffered to inflame them with Lull, and 
habituate them to Impudence. 

Another very indecent Cullom has unaccountably ftol» 
its way, into feveral Performances of Genius and Ele¬ 
gance. The Cuftom, I mean, of reprefenting the Mu/es, 
th eGraees, and other romantic Perfnnagcs, in the Form 
of beautiful Ladtes, partly, if not entirely, naked.-—’ Fia 
true, here are no loofe Adventures; no immodert Gcf- 
tures; nay more, the Artift exprelfes bis own, and con- 
fults our Modefty, by prefenting us with a Pofition in 
Profile, by the Intervention of a Foliage, or the Lappet 
of a Robe.—But let me aflc the ingenious Operator, If 
He would choofe to introduce his Wife or his Daughter, 
in fucb a Manner, to public Company ?—Is He ftartled 
at the Queftion ? Is He fhocked at the Thought? Then, 
let Him refleft, and let Oihers confider. Whether that 
can be graceful or allowable in a Pi&ure, which would 
be brutal and unfufferable in common Life? 

Socrates (who, before his Application to Philofophy, 
pradtifedas a statuary) could not butblufhat thisAbufe 
of his Art. And, being to form a Reprefentadon of Ut9 
Graces, He reprefented them properly habited. 
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rative.—At this Inftant, the Youth happened to 
make his Appearance; paying his Refpe&s to Af~ 
pafto, and dutifully faluting his Father.—It juft re¬ 
curs to my Memory, faid Theron , that feme necef- 
fary Affairs of the Family, require my Attendance 
for a few Minutes. Will You excufe my Abfence, 
good Afpafio } and permit my Son to fupply my 
Place ? 

You will very much oblige me, by leaving me 
fuch a Companion.—Come, my dear Sir, addref- 
fing Himfelf to Eugenio ; as I know You are a Lover 
of Learning, what think You of diverting Ourfelves 
with thefe agreeable Books ? Which give Us their 
inftru&ive Leffons, not in puzzling Languages, 
but in pleafing Colours.— Eugenio fpoke his Con- 
fent, and expreffed his Modefty in a becoming 
Blulh.—While Afpafio proceeded— 

Afp. This is a ftriking Pifture indeed! Hills piled 
on Hills form a moft aftonilhing Profpeft. What 
horrible Magnificence reigns amidft thofe Rocks and 
Snows ! Nature feems to have defigned them for 
the Boundaries, of the World. Yet thofe daring 
Troops are attempting to burft the prodigious Bar¬ 
rier. Who are they, Eugenio, and whom fball Wc 
call their Leader ? 

Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading 
and encouraging his Army in the Paflage of the Alps. 
The Sons of Africa feem to fhiver with Cold, as they 
traverfe thofe frozen Regions, and march among the 
Clouds. 

Afp. *Ti» the very feme. Some, You obferve, 
climb, with exeeffive Toil, the fteep and craggy 
Cliffs. Others, with far greater Difficulty, de¬ 
fend 
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fcend through dreadful Declivities of Ice; ex- 
pofed all the while, to the Arrows of the Moun¬ 
taineers.—Some, endeavouring to avoid the Showers 
of Steel, flip with their Feet, and tumble headlong 
down the vaft projecting Promontories. See ! from 
what a Height they are falling ! Carriages and their 
Drivers, the Horfe and his Rider ! And at what m 
Diftance ftill, from the ftony Abyfs below !—Some 
lie, with clofed Eyelids, and ghaftly Features, 
dalhed to death at the Bottom. Others, writhing 
with the Torture of mangled Limbs, and broken 
Bones, lift up an agonizing Look to their Com¬ 
rades.—Their Comrades, infenfible of a Brother’s 
Mifery, and wholly intent upon their own Security, 
hang in frightful Elevation on the very Edges of 
the Precipice. The Precipice feems to totter, as 
they cling ; and the alarmed Spectator experts, 
every Moment, a hideous Downfal.—Are You not 
ftartled at the View, Eugenio, and in pain for the 
hardy Adventurers ? 

Eug . I am, Sir. And I wonder, how they will ex¬ 
tricate themfelves from thefe perilous Circumftaoces. 
I have read in Livy, that they cut their Way through 
the Rocks, after they had foftened them with Vinegar, 
Put is this probable ? Be the Fluid ever fo corroding, 
how could they procure a fufljcient Quantity of it, 
amidft thofe defolate Mountains ? 

Jfp.l believe, their Refolution and their Perfevi- 
rance , were the Vinegar. Theft: open a Road through 
Rocks. Thefe, under the ConduCt of Prudence, and 
the Favour of Heaven*, furmount all Qbilacles. 

Influenced 

• Under the Favour of Heaven.—I cannot but wife, 
that the Relator of Lord Anfon't Voyage round the fVorld, 

R 3 M4 
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Influenced by thefe, the Survivors prefs boldly on ; 
and are determined to vanquifli the Horrors of Na¬ 
ture, as a Prelude to their Victory over the Forces 
of Rome. Let thefe, Refolution and Perfeverance 
I mean, be tne Companions of my Eugenio’s youth¬ 
ful Studies, and they will enable Him alfo to con¬ 
quer Difficulties—even all the Difficulties, which 
lie in his Way to Learning. 

What 

had anticipated dfpajio's Remark. Had made fome grate¬ 
ful Acknowledgments to an interpofing Providence, 
in that mafculine, nervous, noble Narrative—A Narra¬ 
tive of luch fignal Deliverances, fo critically timed, and 
fo furpriiingiy circumftanced ; as, in the Courfe of one 
Expedition, are fcarcely to be paralleled. 

1 am perfuaded, it would have been noDifparagement 
of the great Commander, and his gallant Officers; to 
have it thankfully recognized, on fome very unexpedled, 
yet moft advantageous Turn of Affairs, this hath 
GOD done !—Neither could it have detraiied from 
the Merit of the brave Sailors, to have confelfed, on many 
hazirdous Emergencies; That all their Refolution, all 
their Addrefs, and the Exertion of th ir utmoft Abilities, 
had been only hjf Labour, without the remarkable Co¬ 
operation oi Divine Gnodnefs.— And i am apprehenfive, 
that it muff confideraldy diminifli the Delight of many 
Readers, to obfvrve the blefled A UT HOR of all thefe 
Mercies, puffed by unnoticed, unacknowledged, and 
withou' any Sliare of the Praife. 

The Sarcnfm > n Pope Adrian the Sixth, would, I fear, 
be too app'icable on this Occaiion. Being advanced to 
the Pontifical Chair, He built a College at Louvain ; 
and caufed the following Account of his Rife and Pre¬ 
ferments, to be inscribed over the Gate ; Trajcelum flan - 
tavit , Lowvanium rigavit, Ceefar Incrementum dedit. V- 
trccht planted ; Louvain watered ; the Emperor gave the 
Increafe. Under which, lome impartial Hand, to re r 
bake theUngodJinefs and Vanity of the Pontiff - , added; 
Hie DEUS nihil fecit, he all this, GOD and hit Pro- 
yidcnct had nothing to do! 
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What is our next Draught ? At each End We 
have a Group of living Figures. All the interme¬ 
diate Space is an extenfive Tra£t of Land, diverfi- 
fied only by rapid Rivers, horrid Defarts, and 
mountainous Ridges j with here and there a few fa- 
vage Natives, in uncouth Drefles, and formidable 
Arms.—It is more like a Map, than a Pifture. And 
the moft remarkable Beauty is, the aerial Perspec¬ 
tive. Which puts a very agreeable Cheat upon our 
Eyes ; caufing Us to behold, on an Ell of Canvafs, 
the Space of many Hundreds of Miles. 

Eug. This reprefents The Retreat of the Ten Thou- 
fand Greeks. Firft We behold them in the Plains 
of Media-, at an immenfe Diftance from their na¬ 
tive Country; without Guides; without Provifion; 
and, what is the moft defperate Calamity of all, 
deprived of their ableft Officers by Treachery and 
Murder.—Well may they look dejected. How have 
I pitied their Cafe, as I read their Story! Abhorred 
the Perfidy of their Enemies, and wifhed them all 
Succefs in their hazardous Enterprize! 

4fp. Don’t you perceive, their drooping Spirits 
begin to revive, and fome Gleam of Hope diffufes 
itfelf through their Countenances, while they liften 
to the eloquent Xenophon ? Who ftands confpicu- 
ous in the Midft, haranguing his Soldiers, and 
roufing their Courage. But, Ah ! what a vaft Ex¬ 
tent of unknown Climes muft they traverfe, with a 
numerous and victorious Army, haraffing them in 
Flank, or hanging upon their Rear! What Fatigues 
muft they fuftain, what Hardftips endure, before 
they arrive at their wifhed-for Home! — Hornet 
Fired by the enchanting Name, and animated by 
|hpir l>rave philofophic Leader, they refolve to pufli 
R 4 their 
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their Way through all the Extremes of Peril and of 
Pain. To fcatter, with their little Band, the in- 
circling Millions of Barbarians , is the fmalleft of 
-their Achievements. They crofs Rivers, they fcale 
Rocks, whofe flippery Banks, and craggy Sum¬ 
mits, are lined with oppofmg Nations. They wade 
through Defarts of Snow; and pafs over inhofpit- 
able Mountains, the far more dreaded Abodes of 
Defolation , Drought , and Famine. They encounter 
the Keenncfs of the northern Storm, and all the 
Rigour of the mod malignant Seafons.—As fome 
of thefe Articles are incapable of being expreffed by 
the Pencil, the Artift remits Us to the Hiftorian; 
and has contented Himfelf, with marking out the 
mod diftinguifhed Stages of this memorable Expe¬ 
dition. Only We view the courageous Itinerants, 
once again, on a pretty lofty, .Eminence. There: 
they appear, not with their former Dejedtion, but 
in all the Tranfports of Joy. 

Eug. This, Sir, is the Mountain Tecqua. From 
whence they had the firft View of the Sea, and the 
firft Dawn of Safety. There they embrace one 
another, and extol their Commanders, efpecially 
the noble Xenophon. Whofe Hiftory, filled with 
great Exploits and extraordinary Events, turns my 
Talk into a Pleafure; and his manly yet benign 
Afpect, ftrangely attracts my Efteem. Methinks, 
under fuch a General, I could have been willing to 
take my Share, in all the Toil, and all the Hazards 
of the Expedition. 

Jfp. Would my Eugenio ? Then I will lift Him 
onder a Captain, unfpeakably more accomplifhed 
and beneficent. Young as You are, You lhall, 
from this Hour, commence » Soldier and a Traveler. 

A 
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A Soldier, to fight againft Sin, and every Tempta¬ 
tion. A Traveler, to pafs through the Wildernefs 
of this World, unto the Land of everlafting Reft.— 
Though your Enemies may be numerous, and your 
Journey tedious, yet faint not, neither be difeou- 
raged. The LORD of Heaven is your Proteftor 
and Guide; Heaven itfe'if fib all be your exceeding 
great Reward. When You arrive at thofe happy 
'Abodes, your Delight will infinitely furpafs, all that 
the Grecians ielt on Tec qua ; when their ravifhed Eyes 
beheld, and their Tongues with Extafy (houted. 
The Sea ! The Sea ! 

The Scene of yonder Picture, I would venture 
to affirm, lies among the antient Jews. 

Eug . How can You tell this. Sir, at fuch a 
Diftance ? 

AJp. By the Fringes in the Borders of their Gar - 
jnents, and on each Fringe a Ribband of Blue 
GOD Almighty commanded all the Jews, to ob- 

ferve 

One would wonder, how the Jews can fo tenacioujly 
adhere to their Law, and yet fo apparently neglett its Pre¬ 
cepts. Where are the dons of Abraham, who obferve 
this exprefs and poftiive Command of JEHOVAH? 
Though this indeed might be obeyed, yet many of the 
Mafaical Injunctions are rendered, and by nothing left 
than the Dipenfadons of Providence, abfolutely imprac¬ 
ticable. Is no. this therefore a molt inconteitable Proof— 
a Proof, not invented by the Arts of S< phiftry, but writ¬ 
ten by the Finger of the ALMIGHTY himfelf—that 
the legal Ordinances are abolifhed, in order to make way 
for a better Difpenfation ? W hen the Avenues are become 
inacceflible, the Houfe untenantable, and the principal 
Apartments trrtfar ably decayed ; is not this the molt co¬ 
gent Admoniti .n to the Inhabitants, that they betake 
themfelves to fome new and mote commodious Refi. 
deuce?-rSee Numb. xv. 38. 

3 
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ferve this Peculiarity in their Habit. That, their 
very Clothes, being different from the Apparel of 
the Heathen Neighbours, might admonifh both the 
Wearers and the Beholders, not to be conformed 
to idolatrous Worlhip, and licentious Manna's.— 
This, as well as every other divine Command, our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST molt exaflly obeyed. 
Therefore, We are told by the evangelical Hifto- 
rian. That the diliafed Woman, who touched but 
the Hem of his Garment , was rejlored to Health. Hem 
it is, in our Englijh Bibles. But, if You confult 
that moft excellent of all Books, the Greek Tefta- 
jnent ; You will find, that the original Word 
might more properly be rendered Fringe *. —How¬ 
ever, let Us pafs from the Drapery to the Defign. 

Eng. Here, we fee David in one of the moft threat¬ 
ening Exigencies of his whole Life. Saul , more like 
a Blood hound than a King, purifies the beft of 
Sons, and the moft valuable of Subjects. He has 
extended the Wings of his very fupertor Army, in 
order to furround f the injured Hero, and his Hand¬ 
ful of Aiiociatcs. 

• Matt. ix. 20. Kfaomioii. 

+ To this, or fame fuch Incident, may be applied a 
Paffage of the Pfalmi, which, in our Tranflation, is very 
obfeure; has foarce any Senfe, or, if any, a very unjufti- 
fable one. Wherefore jhould Ifear in the Days of Evil, 
%/ihen the Wickednejs of my Heeh compajfeth me round about ? 
Pfalmxhx. 5.— Wherefore ? TheRidfonis very apparent. 
When Wickednefs cleaves to a Pei Ton’s Heels, or habi. 
tually attends his Goings, it raifes an Army of Terrors. 
It unlheaths the Sword of divine Vengeance, and levels 
at his guilty Head every Threatening in the Book of 
GOD. 

Surely then another Tranflation Ihould be given to the 
Words, and a different Turn to the Senfe! And another 
4 Tranfla- 
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jffp. This is the moft animated, and, I think, the 
mod majierly Performance, that has hitherto come 
under our Notice.—Conflernation and Doubt agi¬ 
tate their Looks. Shall they furrender themfelves, 
as fo many tame Viitims, to a Tyrant’s Fury? Or, 
(hall they cut their Way to Safety, through the 
Hearts of Countrymen, Friends, and Brothers? 
Dreadful Dilemma !—While they are debating, the 
Purfuers are clofing upon them. A few, a few 
Minutes more, mutt decide their Fate. 

Eng. I have fometimes wondered, that the good 
and gracious GOD, fliould fuffer his chofen Ser¬ 
vant, to be brought into fuch imminent Peril. Ef- 
pecially, as infinite Wifdom, and almighty Power, 
could fo eafily have prevented it. 

Afp. So then it is a Cuftom with You, to conftder 
what You read. You endeavour to difeern the Pro¬ 
priety of Scripture, and pater into its Dellgn. In 

this 

Tranflation the Words will bear; a different Senfe the 
Connexion demands. WhereforeJhouldlfcar, when W.ci- 
tdnejs compaffeth me about at my Heels? This i« a fine fpi- 
rited Interrogation. This implies a great and edifying 
Truth. From this alfo the Verfc arprirs, not only with 
Propriety, but with Beauty .—Woen Wickednefs, or the 
malicious Attempts of wicked Men —compafs me about, 
furround me, threaten me on every Side—nay, when 
they are at my very Heels, juft upon the Point to feize, 
overwhelm, and eruflt me; fo that the Danger feems 
both inevitable ano imminent.—Yet even then, having 
GOD’s almighty Power and inv'o!ab!e Faithfulnefs for 
my Proteftion, *i wherefore Jhould I be alarmed? Alarmed! 
iNo; confiding in fuch a Safegua>d, i will bid Defiance 
to my Enemies, and bid Adieu t. my Fears. 

According to this Int< rpre ation, either the Prefix a, 
or the Prepofuion \v> is before the Word opj;, to be 
underftood See If at. xviii. 3. Where both thtfe Par¬ 
ticles, omitted in the Original, are fupplied in our 
Tranfljttion. 
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this I cannot but commend you ; becaufe, in this 
.jou follow the moft illuftrious Example. You imi- 
^Rte the bleffed JESUS. Who, about your Time 
of Life, tuas found among the Dodiors ; both hearing 
them, with diligent Attention, while they expounded 
the Scripture ; and, when the Point was not fully 
illuftrated, ajking them fhtejlions * for his farther 
Information.—Go on, Sir, to examine what You 
perufc ; to enquire, where you do not underftand ; 
and, if you think proper to make me your Cafuift, 
when any Difficulty occurs, you will do me an Ho¬ 
nour, and give me a Pleafure. 

As to the Cafe before Us—G O D almighty may 
fuffcr his chofen Servants to be brought into the 
moft imminent Peril, for thefe, among other. Rea¬ 
sons. That the Bleffing of Deliverance may be 
doubly welcome , and the Power of delivering more 

fignally 

* Luke ii. 46. C HR 1ST difputing with the DoSlors, 
is a very common Expreffion. People have been con¬ 
firmed in this Notion, by feme injudicious Pi&ures.—■ 
But this is, certainly, a Mifreprefentation of the Fadl; 
and, I think, an Injury to our LORD’S Chara&er. 

A Mifreprefentation of the Fad 1 .—For We have not a 
Word laid by the Evangeliits, concerning any fuch 
Thing as Deputation. Neither are We told, that JE¬ 
SUS was in the Profeffor’s Chair, but in the Place of a 
Learner; or, in the Midft of the Jewijh Teachers. Who 
fat on Benches, ranged in a femicircular Figure, and 
xaifed above their Hearers. For which Reafon, their 
Hearers or Scholars are Paid, to be in the Midft of them, 
cr to Jit at their Feet. Afts rrxii. 3. 

An Injury to our L QRD's Cbarailer —He was, in his 
tender, as well as in his riper Age, a Pattern for Mankind. 
He pradlifed, in each Period of Life, what was becoming 
and amiable, in that particular State. Now, as Modefiy, 
and a teachable Temper, are effential to the Decorum of 
a youthful Conduft; thefe, we may be allured, were the 
diftinguilhing Charafteriftics of his early Years; were the 
infeparable Concomitants of the holy Child JESUS. 
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fignally confpicuous. —It is, I acknowledge, a Maxim 
with Men, to crufh the Cockatrice in the Eggi? 
Becaufe, when grown into a Serpent, it may not 
be eafy, perhaps not be pofiible, to deftroy or con- 
troul the venomous Beaft. But the omnipotent 
RULER often takes the contrary Method. He 
permits Danger to arrive at the very Height. Mat¬ 
ters are reduced even to a hopelefs Extremity. Then 
He makes bare his holy Arm. Then He fends Help 
from his Sanctuary. To let all Men fee; That 
Salvation, both temporal and eternal, is of the 
LORD; That no Cafe is irremediable, and no¬ 
thing impoffible with GOD. 

The Ruin of thefe People feems indeed to be in¬ 
evitable.—But who is the 1 cr ton that intervenes, 
juft at this critical Jundtu e i 

Eug. It is a .Mefienper from the principal Inhabi¬ 
tants of 'Judea. He conics breathlcl's and trembling. 
Amazement in his Face, and Dull upon his Head. 
** An Invafson !” He cries — “ A11 Invafion !— 
“ The Philijlincs have poured themfelvcs upon our 
“ Frontiers !— The Philijlutes are over-running the 
“ Land *!” 

Afp. Upon the Receipt of this News, See! what 
Vexation reddens in the difappointed Monarch’s 
Afpedt! What Anger lightens in his Eye! At the 
fame Time, what pale Reflections on his Country’s 
Danger, mingle themfelvcs with the fiery Paffions, 
and aimoft quench the Flame inkindling in his 
Cheeks.—Shall the Vulture relinquifh his Prey, 
even when it lies fluttering under his Talons ? Gall¬ 
ing 

• This Event is related, x Sam. xxiii. 25, &c. And 
it is one of the moll extraordinary instances of a divine 
Interposition, at the very Crifis of Need, that any Hif- 
tory has recorded. 
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ing Thought! But his Kingdom is at flake. 1/ 
He does not immediately advance to repel the Ene¬ 
my, his All, his All is loll. Burning therefore 
with Indignation, yet chilled with Fear, He turns, 
hafty though reludtant, away.—Are You not 
charmed, Eugenio, with this Difplay of tumultuous 
and cant: a;y : -‘fiions ? W hich afford the fineft Sub¬ 
ject foj mitotic Painting, and are fo happily ex- 
prefieU in this Piece. 

Eng. indeed, Sir, I am flocked, rather than charm¬ 
ed. '1 he very Looks of that revengeful Monarch 
fill me with Horror. What muit He fuffer in his 
Mind, who difeovers fucb Rage and Anguifh in his 
Feat res ! 1 would not have his furious Temper, for 
all his royal Power. 

Jfp. Then, my dear Eugenio , You muft endea¬ 
vour to fupprefs every Emotion of Envy and Male¬ 
volence. You muft cherifh a cordial Good-will to 
all Men ; and learn to rejoice in their Excellencies 
and Happinefi, as well as in your own. Envy is the 
Worm that gnau’s, Envy is the Fury that embroils, 
his wretched Heart. And an Author, with whom 
You will ere long be acquainted, has allured Us; 
Invidia S'uuli non inventre Tyranni 
1 Tormentum mu, us. Hor. 

The next is a kind of Night-piece. Stars are in 
the Sky, and the new Moon rides on the Skirts of 
the Hemifphere. Which affords juft Light enough 
to diftinguilh Objects.—T his is a perfect Contraft 
to the foregoing. We fee no Conflict of jarring 
Paffions ; no fierce Gefture, or mad Demeanour. 
But the principal Perfon appears fedate and compofld, 
as the Might that Yurrounds Him. He Hands on 
the Bank of a River, thoughtful and attentive ; as 

though 
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though he was pondering, or executing, fome im¬ 
portant Project. 

Ettg. This is Cyrus the Great. He ft.mds upon 
the Banks of the Euphrates-, not far from Babylon. 
He points with his Sceptre, and is giving Directions 
to his Army. The Directions are, to pafs through 
the Channel of the River (which is drained* of its 
Water) in order to furprile the City. 

jffp. This is a Prince of very fuperior Dignity. 
The honoured Inftrument of accomplilhing J E- 
H O V A H’s Counfels. He was foretold by the 
Prophet Ifalah. He was even mentioned by Name f, 
more than two hundred Years before his Birth. Let 
Us wilh Him Profperity. For He goes to humble 
the Pride of Babylon , and releafe the Captivity of 
Ifrael. —See ! The Euphrates, turned afide into the 
Drains, difcovers its immenfe Bed. With what 
regular Movements, and what calm Alacity, the 
Troops advance. Silence feems to efcort them j 
while, under Covert of the Shades, and with Pro¬ 
vidence at their Head, they march along a Road, 

never before trodden by the Foot of ManJ_The 

Sol- 

• I twill dry up thy Rivers. Ifai. xliv. 27. f Ifai. 
xliv. 28. xlv. 1. 

J May not the Prophet [Ifai. xli. z, 3 ) allude to this 
memorable March, when, foretelling the Victories of 
Cyrus, he fays ? Who raifed Him up from the Eajl, called 
Him to bis Foot, gave the Nations before Him, and made 
Him rule over Kings ? He purfued them, and pajfed fafely , 
rVxn m« by the Way, fays our f'ranflation, 
that He had not gone with his Feet. But this reads flat, 
and appears inexprelfive. Nil fonat magnum aut memorabile. 
Might not the Sentence be rendered i He parted fafely, 
byMfWay which no Man had ever gone with his Feet. 

■ i Nullius ante 

Trita Pede. 

This was real Faitj and this it truly wonderful. 
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Soldiefs of the Garrifon, have abandoned their Sta¬ 
tion on the Wall, to join in the dilTolute Indulgence 
of this fatal Night. The Inhabitants* like many a 
hcedlefs Sfnner, are lulled in Indolence, and dream¬ 
ing of Pleafures, even on the very Brink of Ruin. 

Eug. Why are thofe brazen Gates , which lead to 
the River, placed in fuch a diftinguifhed Point of 
V iew ? They ftrike my Eye more, I think, than all 
the Monuments of Art and Grandeur, which adorn 
that fuperb City.—And let me farther afk; Whether 
the Painter has not offended againft Probability, in 
fuffering them to ftand wide open ? On the Approach 
of fo formidable an Adverfury, I fhould cxpetft to 
have found them fhut with all poffible Security. 

j 4 fy. In this Particular, the Painter has fhewed 
his Judgment, and not forgotten his Piety. GOD 
had devoted that haughty and oppreflive Metropo¬ 
lis to Deftrubfion. You will perceive, from this 
Circumftance, how wonderfully He over-rules all 
Events, for the Accomplifliment of his facred Pur- 
pofes. Had thofe ponderous Gates been fhut*, the 

City 

* See this very momentous, though feemingly incon- 
fiderable Circumftance, finely illuftrated by Mr, Rollin , 
and compared with a remarkable Prophecy in Ifaiab. 
Antient Hiji. Vol. II. p. 144, 153.—A Work, in which 
the molt entertaining and injtru£liw Events of Antiquity, 
are regularly digefled ; elegantly .related ; and ftripped 
of thofe minuter Incidents Which make the Story move 
flo\v,and are apt to fatigue the Attention.—Concife, but 
judicious Obfervations are interfperfed. Which may 
teach young Minds, to form aright Judgmentof Things: 
and not be milled, by the Plaujibility of popular Notions, 
or the Partiality of prejudiced Hiftorians.—Many very 
diftinguifhed Prediftions of Scripture* are explained and 
confirmed by correfpondent Fails, from the moft authen¬ 
tic Memoirs of claftical Literature. Indeed, a perpetual 
Regard to the Elucidation and Honour of the /Sc red Ora- 
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City had conamued impregnable, and the whole En- 
terprize been'defeated. But, through fome acciden¬ 
tal Forgetfulnefs, occafioned by the Diforders of this 
riotous Solemnity, or rather byj» very ftgnal'Interpo- 
fition of divine Vengeance,' they are left open *, 
and afford an ealy Entrance to Slaughter and Death. 
Which rufh upon the unhappy Creatures, all funk 
in Sleep, or overcharged with Wine; as a concealed 
Snare, in fome dreadful unexpected Moment, fprings 
up, and inextricably entangles the unwary Bird +. 
Was I to infcribe this Pidture with a Motto, I would 
choofe the Apoftle’s Admonition ; Be sober: Be 
vigilant. 

Who is this, with his Length of Hair % flowing 
upon his Shoulders; with fuch Amplitude of Per- 

fonage, 

ties, runs through and ennobles the whole Performance. 
—Which Method, if not ftridtly conformable to the 
Rules of Hiftorical Compofition, is a Tranfgreffion of 
them greatly to their Advantage. It may be faid to 
referable the golden Branch, celebrated by Virgil, and 
plucked by his Hero. Whofe Growth, though a De¬ 
parture from the ufual Laws of Vegetation, was far 
from depreciating the Value of the Tree. 

I admire the Whole, but cannot enough admire the 
Cbyclufion. It is peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably 
grand. Has a Dignity, an Elevation, a Majefty, which, 
fomewhat like the Kingdom deferibed, are quite un- 
equaled, and little lefs, than ilupendous. 

IlaWoO.i' affopi® ', %pvair,t $ Kopuwt. 

* The Gates Jhall not be Jhut. Ifai. xlv. I. 
t How exadlly does this Cataftrophe agree with the 
Prophecy! I have laid a Snare for Thee, and Thou art alft 
taken, O Babylon, a id Thou nuafl not aware. Jer. i. 2\. 

X I believe, it was not cullomary with the Romans, 
efpccially their Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. 
This therefore might feem an Offence again ft what the 
Vot.k $ It aha), f 
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fonage, fuch Magnificence of Mien, and noble 
Plainnefs of Habit ? 

Eug. This is my favourite Piece.—My Father 
fometimes {hews me the Heads of the Philofophers. 
But there is fomething fo gloomy and fevere, in 
Diogenes and Epiiietus, that I could never much ad¬ 
mire them.—But this. Sir, is Scipio j the Thunder¬ 
bolt of War, as Virgil calls Him. Here is fomething 
fo fprightly and engaging, as well as grand and ma- 
jeftic, that I am never weary of looking on Him. 

AJp. He appears with a Lady of diftinguilhed 
Beauty in his Hand. 

Eug. This is the captive Princefs; who had been 
taken in War; who was fet apart for the General’s 
Prize; but whom he is now reftoring to her efpoufed 
Hufband. 

Jfp. You are right, Eugenio. —He has juft led in 
his lovely Captive, attended by her Hufband and Pa¬ 
rents, amidft a full Affcmbly of Romans and Celtibe- 
rians ; the Vigors and the Vanquilhed. His modeft 
Eyes, You obferve, are rather turned from, than 
gazing upon, the blooming Virgin.—Cannot You 
fuppol'e, how the Spectators muft be affeCted, upon 
the Opening of this extraordinary Scene? Every 
One beholds, the Hero with Admiration, the Lady 
with Delight. Every Bofom is big with Expecta¬ 
tion, or in pain for the Event. After a fhort Paufe, 
He addreffes Himfelf to the Lover, in Words to this 

EffeCt 

Italians call il Coflume, if the Painter was not fupported by 
the Authority of Livy. Who, in his defcriptive Picture 
of Scipio, gives U s the following T ouches; Species Corporis 
ampla ac magnifcfi. Preeterquam quodfuapte Natura mult a 
Majeftas inerat, adornabat promilfa Csefaries, Habitufque 
Corporis, non enltus Munditiis, fid virilis veri ac militan's. 

Lib. XXyiU. c. 3S' 
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Effe£t—“ I am no ftranger to your Intereft in this 
“ fine Woman. The Fortune of War has put her 
“ entirely into my Power. The Circumftances of 
my Youth cannot render me infenfible to fo en- 
“ gaging a Perfon. But with Us Romans , Honour 
“ and Generofity have a more prevailing Influence, 
“ than tranfitory Gratifications. Take your Bride; 
“ be happy in each Other; and when you look up- 
“ on this Gift, admire the Romans, be a Friend to 
“ Rome.” —Upon this He delivers Her (as the Ac¬ 
tion is here reprefented) to the enamoured Prince. 

See ! how the Crouds, that clufter and hang a- 
round, arc ftruck with the beneficent Deed !—-In 
the Celtiberians , We behold a Mixture of Veneration 
and Surprife. Their Looks are full of Meaning. 
Methinks they are going to cry out; Excellent Man ! 
■—In the Romans, We difeern a confcious Superiority, 
and Exultation of Mind. Triumph is in their Fea¬ 
tures. They fay, or feem to fay; This wondrous 
Man is ours /-—In the Lady, We admire the accom- 
plifhed and modeft Fair; uniting all the Dignity of 
her Birth with all the Delicacy of her Sex. What 
foft Confufion, and what tender Joy, appear in her 
Countenance ! She is loll: in Wonder, and at a lofs 
for Words. She fpeaks the Acknowledgements of 
her Heart, by the filent Eloquence of a Tear; 
which fteals down her glowing Cheek, to bedew 
the kind Hand, that has protected her Innocence, 
and is refigning her to her Lord.— Her Lord is un¬ 
der an apparent, and a graceful Struggle, of Love 
and Gratitude. He dotes upon his charming Prin- 
cefs, and He almoft adores his generous Benefactor. 
We can hardly tell, whether He is going to clafp 
the former in his Arms, or throw himielf at the 
V S 2 Feet 
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Feet of the latter.—The aged Parents exprtfs thelf 
Tranfport in a different Manner. Their Knees are 
bent to the Earth; their Eyes are lifted up to Hea¬ 
ven ; they implore, for their honoured Guardian, 
every Bleffing which the Gods can bellow.— Scipio 
Himfelf difplays all the Magnanimity of the Con¬ 
queror, tempered with the Sedatenefs of the Philo- 
fopher, and foftened with the Gentlenefs of. the 
Friend. He gives Happinefs, but He enjoys a greater. 
His Eyes fparkle with a fublime Delight; and He 
feems to anticipate the Applaufe, which this truly 
heroic Adt will gain, in all Countries and in all 
Ages. 

Eug. Is not this a greater Vidlory, than any that 
he had won, in the Field of Battle ? And a nobler 
Triumph, than any that could be voted Him, by 
the applauding Senate ? Amiable Scipio ! Might I 
be a Roman , I would be no other than Scipio. 

Afp. I wifli You, my dear Sir, the Temperance 
and Generoftty of Scipio. May You exercife them 
both ; but from a better Motive than his. He, 1 
fear, was too much fwayed by a Spirit of Ambition; 
which You mull, not cherilh, but endeavour to fup- 
prefs.—A Spirit of Ambition , which pants after Dif- 
tindtion, and thirfts for Applaufe, is diametrically 
oppofite to the Genius of the Gofpel *.—It is a 
Leffon, which muft infallibly be unlearned, if ever 
We become Pofteffors of Faith, or Partakers of 
CHRIST t-—^ ' s a R° ot of Bitternefs, which 
naturally {Adduces Envy J; that moft odious, and 
(as YouvHhve juft now feen) moft felf-tormenting of 
all Tempers.—It is a Habit of Mind, which gene¬ 
rally 

• Gal. v. 26. John vii. 18. t John v. 44* 

,.4 Gal. v. 26. 
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rally renders Men Incendiaries in the Church, and 
Difturbers of its Tranquility *.—It is therefore more 
like an inchanted Potion which inebriates, than a 
genuine Cordial which animates. 

Eug. From what Motive then would You encou¬ 
rage me to be diligent in the Purfuit of Learning, 
and in the Cultivation of every Virtue ? 

Afp. Not, that You may acquire the poor, con¬ 
temptible, periftiing Honour, which cometh from 
Men—but, that You may picafe GOD, your Al¬ 
mighty CREATOR — that You may glorify 
CHRIST , your infinitely condefcending RE¬ 
DEEMER— and may be qualified to promote 
the bejl Interejls of your Fellow-creatures — even 
their prefent Holinefs, and their eternal Happinefs. 

Thefe are the grand and endearing Encourage¬ 
ments, which our holy Religion propofes. Thefe 
will operate, I am bold to aver, with a much fweeter 
and a far more fovereign Efficacy, than all the glit¬ 
tering Enticements which Ambition can devife ; or 
all the delufory Attractive', which Emulation, the 
Sifter Syren, can fuggeft. And, what is above 
every other Confideration weighty, thefe Motives 
will be more likely, or rather thefe will be very cer¬ 
tain, to receive the divine Blcffing. 

You told me, You w'as never weary of contem¬ 
plating Scipio. For which Reafon, I promife Myfelf, 
You will not be fatigued or difpleafed, though I have 
fo long confined your Attention to this Pourtrait.— 
But have We no Hero of Britain , fit to join this 
illuftrious Triumvirate from Rome, Perfta, and 
Judea ? 

S 3 Eug. 


3 John 9, io. 
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Eug. The very next We meet, is one of our Eng- 
l/Jh Kings. But I cannot fay, that I remember ei¬ 
ther his Name, or his Story. 

Afp. How, my young Gentleman ! Do You read 
the Annals of other Nations, and not acquaint Your- 
1 'elf with the Affairs of your own Country ?—If I was 
in your Place, I would apply myfelf to the claflical 
Writers by way of Study, and to fome valuable 
Englijh Hiftorian by way of Amufement. Such an 
Amufement is infinitely preferable to Novels or Ro¬ 
mances ; and will not only relax your Attention, 
but enrich your Mind. 

Eug. I thank You, good Sir, for your Admoni¬ 
tion. If You pleafe, I will now begin the Study, 
You recommend. Your Explanation of thefe Draw¬ 
ings, fhall be the Rudiments of my Knowledge. 
And I fhall think it a Happinefs, to receive my firft 
Iuftru&ions, from fo able a Mafter. 

Afp. It is Honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given You the Hint. 1 pretend to nothing more, 
than to point out your Game, or to fpring the Co¬ 
vey. You fhall be taught, by a more expert Pro¬ 
ficient, to make it your own. Yet, though Others 
may direft You with greater Skill, None will re¬ 
joice in your fuccefsful Purfuit, more fincerely than 
myfelf. 

This is our renowned Henry the Fifth ; as He 
appeared after the Victory of Agincourt. You fee 
the gallant Conqueror clad in Steel, and recent from 
the Slaughter of the infulting Foe. He feems to 
breathe an heroic Ardour, which is irradiated and 
exalted by a lively Devotion. If Courage can be ex- 
preffed by the Pencil, this is the genuine Likenefs: 
keen, yet compofedj grafping the Sword, yet look¬ 
ing 
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ing up to Heaven.—He that, a little while ago, 
drove the Battle, like a Whirlwind *, on the Le¬ 
gions of France ; now, bends a fuppliant Knee, and 
offers the eucharittic Hymn, to the LORD GOD 
of Hofts. No turbulent or diforderly Joy riots 
among the Soldiery. They exprcfs not the Tri¬ 
umph of their Hearts, in frantic Exultations, or 
drunken Revels; but in A&s of Thankfgiving to 
JEHOVAH. I11 an Attitude, which fpeaks the 
devout Acknowledgment of the Prophet, Thou art 
our Battle-Ax and If capons of War + ; or the grate¬ 
ful Declaration of the Pfalmift, Not unto Us, O 
LORD, not unto Us, but unto THY Name be the 
Glory t- 

This laft Inftance informs my Eugenio, That 
Prayer and PraiJ'e are an honourable Employ— have 
been pra&ifed by Perfons of the tnoft admired En¬ 
dowments—are the fureft Method of obtaining Suc- 
cefs , in whatever Bufinefs We undertake; and of 
enjoying Profperity, in whatever Circumftances We 
are placed. 

The next Piece is different from all the preceding. 
In thofe. Armies with their Enfigns floating to the 
Winds, Ships of War riding at Anchor, battering 
Engines and Inftruments of Death, form the Per- 
fpedtive. In this. We have, all around, a lovely 
rural Landfcape ; expreflive of Peace, and enriched 
with Plenty. Corn and Cattle in the Valleys; 
fruitful Vineyards on the Hills; and beautiful Gar¬ 
dens furrounding the Houfes.—But who is that 
S 4 graceful 

* For this bold and beautiful Image, We are obliged 
to the Prophet. »JV’Dn^> They came out as a Whirl- 
wind to flatter me. Habak. iii. 14. 

1 Jer. li. zo. $ Pfal. cxv. 1. 
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graceful and augujl Perfonage, feated on a Throne 
of Ivory and Gold ? 

Eng. This is Solomon, having an Interview with 
the Queen of Sheba. A large Train of her Atten¬ 
dants throng the Avenues of the Palace. Some 
leading foreign Animals : Some, bearing Vafes and 
Cafkets : All, arrayed in ft range Apparel. The 
IJraelitcs wonder at their outlandifh Vifitants, their 
coftly Pretents, and peculiar Habits. Their Vifi¬ 
tants are as much furprifed at the Walls the Tow¬ 
ers, and efpecially the Temple of Jerufalem. But 
You, Sir, I apprehend, are moft pleafed with the 
venerable Perfon, who fills the Throne. 

Jfp. Indeed 1 am, and fo is his royal Gueft.— 
You obferve, in her Robe, her Retinue, her De¬ 
portment, an unpolifhed Kind of Grandeur. But 
all in Solomon is fo fplendid, and at the fame Time 
to elegant; difplays fuch a Delicacy ofTafte, and 
fuch a Magnificence of Spirit ; that the Sabaan 
Princefs is perfectly in Raptures. See ! How She 
Hands fixed and gazing with fpeechlefs Admira-r 
tion * ; like One loft in Aftonifhment, and tranf- 
ported with Delight! tier Looks fpeak, what, 
when She recovers the Power of Utterance, her 
Tongue exprefl’es; It was a true Report , that I heard 
in my own Land , of thy ASts, and of thy IFifdam. 
Howbeit, I believed not the Words, until I came, and 
mine Eyes had feen : and behold ! the Half was not 

told 


* This, I apprehend, is the Meaning of that remark¬ 
ably ftrong Expreffion, ufed by the facred Hiftorian ; 
%’here was no more Spirit in Her, i Kings x. 5. ltfeems 
to have been a well known and enftomary Phrafe among 
the Hebrews, to denote the Extremes, either of ^’urprife, 
or Terror. See fojb. v. 1. 
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fold me: tby IVifdom and Profperity exceed the Fame 
1 which I heard *, 

Eug. This is a high Compliment. Is it right. 
Sir, to praife a Man, in fuch plain Terms and fuch 
high Strains, to his very Face? I think, I have 
heard Pbiienor blame fuch a Pra£tice, as inconfiftent 
with refined Manners. And I have heard my Fa¬ 
ther fay; No One is a better Judge of fine Breed¬ 
ing, than Philcnor. If the molt agreeable Beha¬ 
viour, added to the molt winning Converfation, are 
what You call fine Breeding , 1 am fure, Philcnor is 
Mailer of it to a very great Degree. I love to be 
in his Company, and am never better pleafed, than 
to hear Him talk. 

Afp. The Compliment, though high, is juft. It 
is ftri£tly conformable to Truth, and proceeds from 
the moft unaffe£ted Sincerity. If We confider what 
follows, We lhall have a Pattern of true Politenefs; 
a Propriety and a Refinement of Addrefs, far fur- 
paffing all her Majefty’s external State.— Happy are 
thy Men ; happy are thefie thy Servants ; which Jland 
continually before Thee , and that hear thy IVifdom. In- 
ftead of envying. She congratulates the Domeftics 
of Solomon, and rejoices in their fuperior Felicity, 
This is Benevolence.—Blejfed be the LORD thy 
god, which delighted in Thee, to fet Thee on the 

Throne 

* This is fomewhat like the line Compliment, which 
Cicero pays to his learned Client Archias. In ceeteris 
Afia Partibus, cunftaque Gracia, fic ejus Adventu: cele- 
hrabatur, utFamam Ingenii Exfpettutio Hominis ; Exfpec- 
tationem, ipfius Adventus Admiratioque Juperaret. Though 
I think, her Majefty’s Sentiments, as they are more 
Ample and artlefs than the Orator’s; are alfo, like the 
Spices tand Fruits of her Clime, more richly fcented, 
and moie highly flavoured. 
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Throne of Ifrael. Beeaufe the LORD loved Ifrael 
jor ever, therefore made He Thee King, to do Judg¬ 
ment and JnJlice. Here She afcribes all his royal 
Virtues, and fublime Accompliftiments, to the 
Bounty of Heaven. Though they are applauded 
in the Per foil of Solomon, they are recognized as the 
free Gift of GOD. This is Piety. —When the 
Endowments We celebrate, lead Us to magnify, 
not their Pofl'clTor, but their Author; then the 
Poifon is corrected, and turned into Medicine. 
Praife, thus circumftanced, lofes its Malignity, and 
is rendered falubrious. 

It pleafes me to perceive, that You take fo much 
Notice of the Converfation, which paffes between 
your worthy Father, and his ingenious Friends. I 
promife myfelf, You will alfo remember the Maxim, 
which We have now learned from a Queen. A 
Queen, whom not only the facred Hiftorian, but 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST Himfelf vouch- 
fafes to mention, and with Marks of Approbation. 
Whofe Name therefore will be had in Honour, when 
Semiramis and Cleopatra , the Heroines and the Beau¬ 
ties, are configned over to Oblivion. The Maxim, 
which I mean, is this—There muft be an Union of 
Sincerity, of Benevolence, and of Piety, in order 
to conftitute true Politencfs. Whoever pretends to 
fine Breeding, and is deftitute of thefe Qualities, 
is nothing more than a Pretender. He bears juft 
the fame Proportion to this ornamental Character, 
as the Ape and the Monkey bear to the Man. 

But We have not fufficiently examined our Pic¬ 
ture.. The Dome is of Cedar; fupported by Pillars 
of Marble; on .which are fufpended Curtains of 
Silk and Embroidery .—The Pillars fliine wijih the 

1 molt 
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moft glofly Polifh, and fwell upon the Eye with 
the boldelt Projections. The Curtains, pendent in 
large and eafy Folds, feem not adhefive to the Can- 
vafs, but waving in the Air.—The Throne is ex- 
quifitely contrived, richly ornamented, and highly 
finilhed. It is evident, the Painter had in his Eye 
that memorable Obfervation of Scripture, There 
was not the like made in any Kingdom ; and fie has 
really done all, which Art could devife, or Co¬ 
lours execute, in order to exemplify the great En¬ 
comium. 

If the Monarch was abl’ent. We fhould defire no 
better Entertainment, than to view the Beauties of 
the Apartment: but can hardly allow any Attention 
to the Edifice, when fo graceful and fo grand a Pre¬ 
fence befpeaks our Regard. F'or I tnuft own, there 
appears to me fomething peculiarly excellent in this 
Figure : a Serenity and Dignity , without any of that 
martial Air, which adds a Tincture of F’erocity to 
the Warrior : a Sagacity and Penetration, not to be 
equaled by the Wrinkles of Age, yet tranfparent 
through all the Bloom of Youth. Piety and Wif- 
dom, the Love of G O D and the Grace of his 
SPIRIT, give an Elevation to the Mind; give a 
fccret Charm to the Countenance; and fomething 
more than mortal to the whole Man.—I am apt to 
fufpedt, Eugenio , that You yourftlf are ready to 
adopt'a new Favourite. That You now prefer 
Solomon even to Scipio ; and had rather be like the 
Beloved of the LORD*, than the Darling of 
Rome. 

Eug. 

* Beloved of the LORD—' This is the Meaning of 
Jodedlah ; the Name, which Solomon received, by the 
expreft Order of J E H O VA H. 2 Sant. xii. 25, 
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Eug. Every Thing in Solomon is fo venerable and 
heavenly, that I am filled with Awe, rather than 
incited to Imitation. It is not for a Boy, to think 
of imitating fuch high Perfection ! 

Afp. Why not, my dear Sir ? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon his fuperior IVifdom, and exalted Ac- 
complifhments. And GOD is the fame Tejlerday , 
to Day, andfor ever : as willing to hear, and as able 
to help You , as He was to hear and blefs his Servant 
Solomon. —Neither let your Youth be a Difcourage- 
rnent. Out of the Mouth of very Babes and Sucklings , 
HE ordaineth Strength*. Samuel minillered in the 
Temple, when lie was but a Child t- Jofiah, 
while He was yet young, began to feek after the 
GOD of his Fathers J. Timothy was acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, from his carlieft Years||. 
And Solomon himfelf was none of the oldeft, when 
He was favoured with that extraordinary Vifion, and 
made that admirable Choice at Gibeon §. A Paflage 
of Scripture, which I dare fay. You have read; 
which 1 would recommend to your attentive Confi- 
deration ; and which, I hope. You will take for the 
Model of your Conduit.—And if You, like that il- 
litftrious young Prince, defire a wife and underltand- 
ing Heart, more than the Affluence of Wealth, or 
the Diftinitions of Honour : if You feek IVifdom as 
Silver , andfearch for Her as for hid Treafure: then 
jhall You alfo underjland the Fear of the LORD , and 
find the Knowledge of G 0 D 

The next that occurs, prefents Us with a View 
of the Sea-, and a moft tremendous View it is. 

Eug , 

• Pfal. viii. 2. f i Sam.ii. t8. t 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 3. U 2Tim. iii. 15. § 1 Kings iii. 5/6, &c. 

§ Prov. ii. 4, 5. 
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Pug. This is the Voyage related by theEvangelift ; 
When our LORD, failing with his Difciples, bid 
the Storm be ftill, and made the Ocean calm. 

Afp. Then We may truly fay; A Greater than 
Solomon is here*! — Though Solomon was wife, 
CHRIST is Wifdom itfelf.—Give me Leave to 
hint, upon this Occafion, that every Pi&ure of 
CHRIST muft neceffariiy depreciate his glorious 
Perfon. Therefore You will never think, that a 
few Rays beaming round his facred Head, can pro¬ 
perly diftinguifh the SON of GOD; can exprefs 
either the Grace of his Offices, or the Divinity of 
his Nature. It is not to difplay the Pcrfedtions of 
our LORD JESUS Himfelf, but only to give 
Us an Idea of one of his JVorlts, that the Pencil 
has been employed on this grand Subject. 

You will alfo remember; That it was not the 
main Ocean, but the Lake of Tiberias , on which 
they failed. However, the Painter is at Liberty, 
to make his Sea as large as He pleafes, and his Storm 
as terrible as He can. Accotdingly, He has colledted 
all the Horrors of a Tempeft.—Lightnings fire the 
Arch above; and Thunders, could Thunders have 
been painted, would have rocked the Ground be¬ 
low. 

* A greater than Solomon—This is what our blefied 
LORD affirms concerning Himfelf. In which. We 
may obferve the utmoft Dignity, tempered with the ut- 
moft Decorum. He will avoid the very Appearance of 
Oftentatibri, even when He thinks it neceffary to afl'ert 
his native Honour. Therefore, He fays not, l am greattr 
than Solomon ; but, a greater than Solomon is here. 
Leaving every One, who has Eyes to fee his mighty 
Works, and a Heart to underftand his tranfeendent 
Excellencies—leaving every fuch Perfon, to make the 
Application. Matt. xii. 41. See another Inilance of 
this amiable Ver. 6, 
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low. Thofe flaming Bolts have fmitten a huge Pro¬ 
montory, and tore its rugged Brow. See ! how the 
rocky Fragment is tumbling, with impetuous Bound, 
from Cliff to Cliff.—The Waters, lathed by furious 
Winds, heave and tofs their tumultuous Billows. 
Here, they rife in rolling Ridges; there, they rage 
in devouring Whirls.—Amidft thefe horrible Com¬ 
motions, You behold a Vejfel in all the Extremity of 
Dijirefs . Straining under the Blaft ; battered and 
half overwhelmed by the Surge ; (he can no longer 
maintain the unequal Conflict. She yields to the 
refiftlefs Flood ; and begins, evidently begins to 
link.—Perplexed, amazed, and at their Wit’s End, 
the Difciples run to and fro. They fhift the Tack¬ 
ling ; lighten the Stowage; try every Expedient; 
and find, to their unfpeakable AfHi&ion, every Ex¬ 
pedient ineffectual. 

We caff our Eye forward, and their divine MAS¬ 
TER appears, fedately riling from a gentle Slum¬ 
ber. He fees the Perplexity and Horror of his 
Companions, without the leaft Emotion of Alarm. 
He fees Deftru&ion approaching. Heaven and Earth 
mingling, and, inflend of being difmayed, enjoys 
the elemental War.—W T hatCompofure in hisMien! 
What Dignity in his Attitude! What Majefty, 
fweetened with Compaflion, in his Afpe£t! Such 
as could arife from no other Caufe, but a confcious 
and undoubted Certainty, that not one of the Com¬ 
pany fliould perifh; th^t not a Hair of their Head 
fliould be injured ; and that all this mighty Uproar 
of Nature, fliould end in a Demonftration of his 
mightier Povver, and a Confirmation of his Difciples 
Faith. —He look? abroad into the mutinous Sky, 


and the turbulent Deep. He waves, with an au¬ 
thoritative 



DIALOGUE VI. 171 

thoritative Air, his facred Hand ; and adds the great 
commanding Word, Peace: Be still.—Do You 
enquire after the Effect ? Let Milton declare it j 

Confufm heard his Voice, and wild Uproar 
Stood rul'd. 

This is exprefled in another Draught. Where all 
is hufhed : the tremendous Agitations ccafe, and the 
moft profound Tranquility takes place. The Water 
is fmooth as Glafs; We have the Picture of a per¬ 
fect Calm ; and view thofe very Perfons, who, a little 
while ago, were in the wildeft Diftradtion, and in the 
Jaws of Ruin, furrounding their LORD as Men 
alive from the Dead *. Their Confternation is 

turned 

* The Circumftances of this Miracle, as related by 
the Evangelifts, are truly wonderful, and to the lall 
Degree pidlurefque. 

Majier! Majler! Weperijh! How concife, how abrupt, 
and how ardent is this Exclamation ! Therefore how 
ftrongly lignificant of imminent Danger, and of the ut- 
moft Diftrefs! They have not Time to be explicit. A 
Moment’s Delay may be fatal. What they utter is Ve¬ 
hemence itfelf, and all Rapidity, Lukeo iii. 24.—This is 
Nature: this is the genuine Language of the Heart: this 
is true hiftoric Painting. Every impartial Reader mull 
admire this cxquifitely fine Stroke, far beyond the dif- 
fufe and (I had almoil faid, impertinently) florid Speech, 
which Virgil puts into the Mouth of his Hero on a like 
Occafion. JSn. T. 98. 

Xiawa, mQipuiro. What a Majefty in this Command 1 
’Tis admirable: ’tis inimitable: ’tis worthy of GOD.— 
I think. We may obferve a peculiarly proper Word, ad- 
drefled and adapted to each Element: the firft injoining 
a Ceffation of the Winds, the fecond a Quiefcence of the 
Waves; Silence in all that roared, Compofure in all that 
raged. As though (to give a lhort Paraphrafe of the 

grand 
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turned into Wonder, and their Pangs of Fear intd 
Extafics of Joy. T hey acknowledge the Omnipo¬ 
tence, and adore the Goodnefs of JESUS. 

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his Omnipo¬ 
tence ; fince Winds and Waves obey Him. Great Rea- 
fon have they to adore his Goodnefs , fince He refcued 
them from the very Jaws of Death; that worft of 
Deaths, perifhing in the ftormy Deep. 

Afp. it'JESUS C HR I ST hud vouchfafed fuch 
a Deliverance to my Eugenio ; What would He have 
thought, or how would He have been affe&cd ? 

Eug. I fliould have thought myfelf incxprejftbly 
obliged; and that I could never fliew fufficicut Gra¬ 
titude to fo great a Benefactor. 

AJp. Aflurc yourfelf then, my dear Sir, that He 
has done infinitely more for You.—That He has de¬ 
livered You, not indeed from being fwallowed up 
by the raging Billows, but from finking into the 
Pit of evcrlalting Perdition.—That He has not only 
refcued You from endlefs Deftru&ion, but obtained 
eternal Life and heavenly Happinefs for You.— 
Done all this, not by fpeaking a Word, or ifl'uing 
a Command; but by bearing your Guilt, and fuf- 
fering your Punifiiment; even by dying the molt 

igno- 

grand Injun&ion) it had b^en faid; Winds, be bufhed ; 
Waves, becalm. Mark iv*. 39. 

The Ejj'eil, which this Miracle has on the Difciples, 
is deferibed, with all the Force of Imagination, and all 
the F.nergy of Diction. To reprefentin Colours, what 
the evangelical Hiftorian has left upon Record, would 
be a Subjedl fit for the immortal Raphael; and perhaps 
not to be equaled even by his malterly Pencil. Ahm « 
ersfu ran tv tav ]oi; x} tSat<n*a^o >—they were 

amazed —s£i rale, they were tranjported with Amazement— 1 
hunt to the very greateji Degree —ik •mpoots, etclttding all 
that Language can exprefs. Mark vi. 51. 
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ignominious and tormenting Death, in your Stead. 
-—Should You not then unfeignedly love HIM? 
Study to pleafe HIM? And make it the reigning 
Endeavour of your Life to glorify HIM? 

Here, Theron returned, and the young Student 
withdrew ; after receiving fome affe&ionate and en¬ 
couraging Compliments from Afpufeo. Who was 
going to enlarge upon the excellent Tafte of his 
Friend; the inftruftive Style of his Pictures; the 
good Senfe and great Proficiency of his Son. But 
5 Theron, far from coveting Praife; and fully fatif- 
fied with the Confcioufnefs, of a£ting the becoming 
Part, prevented his Difcourfe, by ftepping to a Pair 
of Glafs Folding-doors. Which, thrown open, ad¬ 
mitted them into the Study. 

A Chimney-piece of grey Marble, with plain but 
grand Mouldings, formed a very handfome Appear¬ 
ance.—In various little Niches, were fixed elegant 
Bujis ; and on the feveral Interfaces, hung beauti¬ 
ful Prints ; reprefenting many of thofe eminently 
learned Men, who were the Ornaments and Blef- 
fiogs, both of antient and modern Times. The 
Shelves, all around, were accommodated, not in- 
cumbered, with Books. Afhafio, running over the 
lettered Backs, obferved a Collection of the moft 
valuable Authors, in Hiftory and Natural Philofo- 
phy, in Poetry and Divinity. 

You will eafily perceive, faid Theron , that I am 
fomewhat Angular in furnifhing my Study, as well 
as in ornamenting the Avenue. My Books are not 
for Shew, but Ufe ; and claim a Regard, rather on 
account of their Worth, than their Number.—An 
imqienfe Multitude of Volumes, I have always 

Vot. L T thought. 
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thought, is more likely to embarrafs the Attention, 
than to improve the Underftanding. A huge Li¬ 
brary feems to refemble a perplexing Labyrinth; and 
often bewilders the Mind in its Purfuits, inftead 
of leading it expeditioufly to the Acquifition of 
Truth, 

When People are eager to perufe a Multiplicity 
of Writings, it frequently happens, that in reading 
all, theydigeft none*. They tafte fome empty and 
tranfient Amufempnt, but collect no folid or lafting 
Advantage. Their Minds are fomewhat like thofe 
capacious Looking-glafles, which We have feen 
expofed in the moft frequented and populous Streets 
of London. They receive all Manner of fhadowy 
Images, but no fubftantial Impreffion. A thoufand 
Figures pafs through them, not one abides in them. 

Our Books, replied Ajpafto, as well as ourFriends, 
fhould rather be felel 7, than numerous. For my Part, 
I would defire no more than two or three of the moft 
correct and mafterly Writers in any Science. Thefe, 
a Perfon of moderate Capacity may be able to com¬ 
prehend ; and not comprehend only, but enrich his 
Memory with the choiceft Sentiments, and make the 
Subftance of their Works his own.—He will, by 
Repetition and familiar Converfe, enter into their 
Spirit, and acquire their Manner. While a Rambler 

in 

* The Author of Flight-Thoughts has touched this Sub- 
jedt, with great Judgment, and equal Sprightlinefs. 

Voracious Learning, often overfed, 

Digcjts not into So. ft the motley Meal. 

This Forager on Other's Wijaom, leaves 
Her native Farm, her Reafon quite untill’d. 

With inixt Manure She furfeits the rank , Soil, 
Dung’d but not drefs’d ; and rich to Beggary. 
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in reading, does little more than gratify his Fancy, 
without refining his Taftc, or amending his Heart. 

Upon this rffpafto turned Himfclf; and efpied, in 
one Corner of the Apartment, the celeftial and tcr- 
reftrial Globes; in another, a large reflecting Tele- 
fcope ; and on the Top of a Buroe, one or two of 
the beft Microfcopes. 

Thefe Inftruments, refumed Theron, have opened . 
an inexhauftible Fund of the fineft Entertainments*. 
They have furnifhed Us with new Eyes ; and brought 
up, 1 will venture to fay, a new World into our View. 
They give Us a Sight of Wonders, which may feetn 
incredible to the incurious Vulgar; and which were 
utterly unknown, to the moft inquifitive Sages of 
Antiquity. They charm the Eye with a Difplay 
of Beauties, of inimitable Beauties, even where no- 
T 2 thing 

* Gentlemen of Talle andScrioufnefs cannot, I think. 
Have a nobler Piece of I 1 'urniture for their Studies, than 
the Micro/cope and the Tclefcope, the Orrery and the Air- 
pump. This Apparatus would afford them a moit de¬ 
lightful and improving Amufement in afolitary Hour.— 
It would alfo give them an Opportunity of entertaining 
their Company, in a truly elegant and very inftruftive 
Manner. It would open a fine and ample Field, for dif- 
playing the Glories of GOD the C R E AT O R, and of 
GOD the REDEEMER.—As the Difcoveries made 
by thefe Inftruments, axth furprifingm themfelvcs, and 
new to the Generality of Mankind, every edifying Hint 
deduced from fuch Obfervations, would come with a pe¬ 
culiar Recommendation.—This, I am fure, would be a 
Method of reducing to Praftice, what the polite Hillo- 
rian has recordedof the politer Scipio ; Elegant'jjimoInter- 
vullaNegctiorum Olio dtjpuexit. V ull. Paturc.— And, 

1 believe, it might be a happy Means of turning the Soulj 
to bear a Part in that immortal Hymn, Worthy artThou, 
0 LORD, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power-, for 
Thou haft created all Things ; andfor thy Pleafure they now 
tx ft, and were at firlt created . Rev. iv. 11. 
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thing worthy of Notice was expe&ed. They throw 
the Mind into a pleafing Tranfport of Admiration; 
and from the meaneft, loweft Objects, raife the 
mod amiable and exalted Ideas of the All-glorious 
CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that fuch rational and 
manly Gratifications fhould be almoft univerfally 
fupplanted, by the fantajlical and childijh Amufe- 
ments in Vogue. Why fhould not the Contempla¬ 
tion of Nature’s furprifing Novelties, be as accept¬ 
able an Entertainment, as the ftale Diverfion of 
Quadrille ; be as refined an Employ for a leifure 
Hour, as to count the Spots on a Pack of Cards ? 
—The Ladies, I am very fure, might find brighter 
Colours, and more delicate Ornaments, in the 
Robes and Head-drefs of a common Fly ; than ever 
they found amidlt the Trinkets of a Toy~Jhop. And 
was the fair Circle of Females once acquainted with 
the radiant Varnifh and rich Studs, which enamel 
the Cover of a Beetle’s Wing; I am apt to think, 
they would view with lefs Rapture, with more In¬ 
difference, perhaps, with a becoming Difdain, all 
the petty Fancies of » Beau's Wardrobe. 

A few Days ago, when the accomplifhed Manilla 
favoured Us with a Vifit, I (hewed Her, through 
a magnifying Glafs, the Sting of a Bee, the Scale 
of a Soal, the Wing of a Gnat, and fome other 
beautiful Minims of Nature j together with the Pow¬ 
der, which adheres to our Finger, when we touch 
the Body of a Moth.—“ Amazing! cried the young 
« Lady. What elegant Figures! What inchant- 
“ ing Finery?” 

9 ' 

— Smaliejl 
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• Smalleji Lineaments exalt. 

In all the Liveries deck'd of Summer's Pride, 

With Spots of Gold and Purple , Azure and Greets*. 

“ How perfect the Polifli, and how high the Fj- 
** nifhing, of that little Weapon ?—This Piece of 
“ defenfive Armour, how fkilfully contrived, and 
“ how curioufly wrought! Here, rifing into little 
“ Ridges, like the Boffes of a Buckler; fitted to 
“ repel Injuries. There, fcooped into little Cavi- 
“ ties, defigned, I fuppofe, to diminilh its Weight} 
“ that the Coat of Mail may not incumber, even 
“ while it defends, the puny Wearer.—What I 
“ took to be a whitifh defpicable Rag, is the neatejl 
“ Fan, I ever beheld. Mounted on Sticks + in- 
“ imitably tapering and flender. Tinged with all 
“ the foft and lovely Colours of the moft glofly 
“ Mother of Pearl.—But, what aftonifhes me more 
than all, is the View of that coloured Duft; 
(t which your Inftrument has turned into a Clujler 
“ of Feathers. Every one wrought off with a Re- 
“ gularity and a Delicacy, that are beyond the 
“ Power of Defcription. The fineft Stroke drawn 
“ by the Italian Pen, compared with the extreme 
“ Minutenefs of the Shaft, is broad and bulky as 
** an Admiral’s Maft. A Speck of Leaf-gold, could 
“ it be weighed againft the exquifite Attenuations 
“ of the Vane {, would feem more fubftantial and 
ponderous than yonder Marble Slab. 

T 3 “ How 

•Milt-on, Book VII. 

f Thefe Sticks, are the little Ribs, which fupport, at 
proper Intervals, the fine tranfparent Membrane of the 
Wing. 

} Vane is the feathery Part of a Quill. 
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“ How nice, even to a Prodigy, muft be the Me- 
“ chanifm of the animalcule Race ! I fee Globules, 1 
“ fee Tides of Blood, rolling through Maeanders in- 
“ expreflibly finer, than the fineft Hair.—Stranger 
“ ftill! I fee Sholes of active Creatures, expatiating 
“ in a fingle Drop of Water*: taking their Pa (time 
“ amidft fuch a fcanty Canal, as unftraitened. and 
“ as much at large, as Leviathan in the Abyfl'es of 
“ the Ocean.—A whole Kingdom of thefe Crea- 
“ tures, though collected into a Body, are quite un- 
“ dilcernal'le by the naked Eye. What then muft 
“ be the Size oi every Individual? Yet in every In- 
Cl dividual there is a complete Syfiem of Limbs; 
“ each Limb muft have Middles and Nerves; each 
“ Nerve muff h«vc Settle and Strength; and all 
“ thefe are afiembled, tnough not croudcd, 'in a 
“ living Atom, —To reflect upon the Texture of 
“ Veflcls, and the Operation of Organs, fo com- 
“ plex, fo numerous, yet Jo inconceivably minute ; 
“ how it awakens Admiration! b ills me with Rc- 
“ verencc of the Almighty MAKER! and yields 
“ a Plcafure, infinitely fupuior to all the modilli 

“ Amuft- 

* In a fingle Drop of Water, Dr. Hook is faid to have 
difeovered, with his Microfcofc, eight Millions two hun¬ 
dred and eighty thoal, ind ArimaLulcs,— -This is mention¬ 
ed, becaufe it is the prevailing Philofiophy of the Age. 
Though i muft confefs, that Mr. Gautier feems to have 
gone a confiderable Way, towards giving it another Turn. 
As He has proved, before a learned Aflembly at Paris, 
That the Vcruiculans of Leiuenhoek, and the living Mole¬ 
cules of Mr. de Buffun, were only Balls of Air agitated by 
the fermenting of the Seed. If fo, it is not impoffible, 
but Dr. Hook's AmnuJcula may be nothing more than Balls 
of Air, gitated by the Fermentation of the Pepper. 

Be this as it wi.l, the young Lady’s Remarks on the 
Wonders of Mechanifm on the animalcule Creation, ! 
believe, will never be controverted. 
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« Amufements of our Sex!—Your Di/coveries of 
“ Life in Miniature , have given me a Difguft of, 
“ what is called, High Life , and its folemn Fop¬ 
peries. You have fpoiled me, Theron , for a fa- 
“ ftiionable Trifler. I lhall no longer relifh the 
“ dull Oeconomy of the Fan, or the poor Parade 
“ of the Snuff-box.” 

Jfp. Have You nothing to fay of the Telefcope ? 
—I believe, it muff be my Province to celebrate 
this admirable Invention ; and I wifh I could do it, 
with Manilla'% brilliant Imagination.—If the Micro- 
fcope leads Us downward, to the curious Secrets of 
the animalcule Creation; the Telefcope bears Us up¬ 
ward, to the grand Peculiarities of the ftarry Regions. 
The Eye, conduced by this wonderful Guide, vifits 
a Variety of majeftic Orbs, which would otherwife 
be loft in unmeafurable Trails of ./Ether.—This, 
far more furprifing than the Difcoveries of Columbus , 
has found out new Colonies of Worlds, in every 
Quarter of the nocturnal Skies. This has placed a 
glittering Crefcent, on the Brow of one* of the 
Planets; and has given others a moft ftately Train 
of Attendants f. 

Tell me, Theron ; could You difeern the full Choir 
of the Conftellations, or diftinguilh the variegated 
Face of the Moon, without the Aid of your Telefcopic 
Tube ? Could You, with your unaflifted Eye, get a 
Sight of Jupiter's Satellites, or procure a Glimpfe of 
Saturn's Ring?—Without that fupplementaryAid to 
our Sight, they are quite imperceptible ; though the 
Satellites of the former, are incomparably more mag¬ 
nificent, than the Retinue of all the Monarchs in the 
T 4 World; 

■ # The Planet Venus. f The Satellites of Jupiter 
and Saturn, 
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World ; and compared with the Ring of the latter, 
ill the Bridges on ten thoufand Kivers, are lefs than 
the Ferule of your Cane. 

As the Telefcope to the Eye, fo is Revelation to the 
Underftanding. It dilcovers Truths, which exclu- 
five of fuch a Difcovery, had been for ever hid from 
the moft fugacious Minds.—’Tis Grange to the un¬ 
learned Obferver, that this ponderous Globe of Earth 
and Seas, fhould wheel its rapid Circuit round the 
•Sun. But the Telejcope has rendered this Fad clear 
to a jJemonftration.— J Tis ftrange likewife to our 
natural Apprehenfions, that We fhould die in Addm , 
and be undone by our firft Parents Difobedlence. 
Nor lefs fo, that We fhould be made alive in 
CHR 1ST, and derive our Recovery from his im¬ 
puted Righteoufnefs. But Revelation makes this 
Dodrine as certain, as it is comfortable. 

Ther. Does Revelation make it certain ?—This is 
a Point not yet eftablifhed, but taken for granted. 
I rather apprehend, that Revelation, in no Place 
maintains it, in many Places difavows it.—During 
your Abfence, Ajp.jk, I have fpent fome Time in 
fearching the Scriptures, with a particular View to 
this Tenet. I can find no fuch Expreffion in the 
whole Bible, as the imputation of CHRIST’S 
Righteoufnefs. If it was fo leading an Article, as 
You reprefent; furely, it could not have been en¬ 
tirely forgotten by the infpired Writers, nor utterly 
excluded from tbar Body of Djvinity. 

A/p, The very identical tixpreffion may not occur, 
and yet the Dodrine be abundantly taught. I be¬ 
lieve, You never met with the Word Refurrefiion, in 
•any Part of the Pentateuch; nor ever read the Phrafe 
Satisfafliort) in all the New Teftwneni. Yet our 

LOJtB 
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LORD fully proved the Truth of the former, from 
the Writings of Mofcs ; and You Yourfelf have ac¬ 
knowledged the latter, to be the unanimous Senfe 
of the Apoftles and Evangelifts. 

In the Epiftle to the Romans, We have exprefs 
and repeated Mention of a Righteoufnefs imputed. 
What or whofe Righteoufnefs, can be the Subjeft of 
this Aflertion ? —Not the Righteoulhefs of Angels. 
They are a fupcrior Clafs of Beings, and have no 
fuch intimate Connexion with our Nature.—Not 
the Righteoufnefs of eminent Saints. This is the 
exploded Error of Popery j and furnilhes the Romifh 
Zealots with that Chimera of Arrogance and Folly, 
Works of Supererogation.—Not any Righteoufnefc 
of our own: for, it is pofitively declared, to be 
without Works * j in which no Works of our own 
have any Concurrence, or the leaft Share.—What 
other Righteoufnefs then can be meant, but the 
Righteoufnefs of our great SUBSTITUTE, 
SURETY, and SAVIOUR? Who took' 
our Nature; difeharged our Debt ; and is there¬ 
fore ftyled, JEHOVAH our Righteoufnefs f. 

Ther. This feems contrary to the whole Tenour 
of the facred lnftru£lions. What fays the Prophet? 
When the wicked Man turnetb away from his Wickednefs 
that He hath committed , and doeth that which is lawful 
and right , He fhallfave his Soul alive J.—Here, that 
greateft of Bleffings, the Salvation of the Soul, is 
aferibed to a Departure from Evil , and a Perfeverance 
in Good: to a real Alteration in a Man’s own Tem¬ 
per and Conduct, not to any fanciful Application of 
ibme tranfmiffivc Righteoufnefs from Another. 

Afr. 

• Rom. iv. 6. f Jer. xxiii. 6 . $ Eaek. 

gum. 37. 
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Jlfp. Let me afk my Theron ; Is there no Wicked- 
pefs, but Riot and Debauchery, Profanencfs and In- 
juftice?— Unbeliefi though it may pafs without Cen- 
fure or Notice in a Syftem of Morality, is, in the 
Volume of Revelation, declared a capital Crime. 
Our LORD, fpeaking of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
mentions it as a fignal Part of his Office, That He 
jhall convince the JVorld of Sin. —Of what Sin ? Scan¬ 
dalous Violations of moral Rectitude ? This were a 
needlefs Employ. The Light of Reafon is fufficient, 
to evince fuch a Charge; and the Court of Confcience 
is eredted, to pafs the deferved Sentence,—Of Sin, 
adds the heavenly TEACHER, Lccaufc they be¬ 
lieve not on me * : on my Death, as the Caufe of their 
Forgivenefs; on my Righteoufnefs, as the Ground 
of their Acceptance ; on my SPIRIT, as the 
powerful Principle of their Holinefs. 

Unbelief treats GOD as a Liar f ; becaufe it re- 
jc£ts the Teftimony, which He has bore concerning 
his beloved SON.—Unbelief tramples on the Blood 
of CHRIST, and is a molt contemptuous Affront 
to all his faving Offices.—Unbelief would counteract 
the Operations of the HOLY GHOST; whofe 
peculiar Work it is, to teftify of CHRIST, and 
make manifeft his Righteoufnefs.—To fay all in a 
Word ; Unbelief is that great, that comprebenjive 
Sin, which fcornfully rejects, or impioufly re¬ 
nounces, the molt glorious Method of Salvation, 
which Omnifcicnce itfelf could devife 

The 

* John xvi. 9." -f- 1 John v. io. 

t Bengelius makes no Scruple to affirm. Pejus eft non 
credere Evangelio, j uam Sodomitas imitari. That is; Not 
to believe the Goipel, not to receive the glad Tiding* 
of Grace in CHRIST, is more provoking, and will 

prove 
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The wicked Man, therefore, never turns from his 
Wickednefs; till He turns, by a true Faith, to 
JESUS CHRIST. Till then, He is a Rebel 
ngainft the Gofpe /, however He may pay fome fpe- 
cious and partial Regard to the Law. So flagrant 
a Rebel, that he Hands particularly excepted, even 
in the Act of Evangelical Indemnity. For, as He 
that belicvetb on the SON, hath everlajling Life ; fo. 
He that belicvetb not , is condemned already, and the 
Wrath of GOD abideth on him *. 

Ther. What are the PfalmiJY s Sentiments on this 
Subject ? Does not He reprefent the Matter in a 
very different Light ? Thou, LO RD, art merciful', 
for Thou rcuiardejl every Man according to his , not 
Another’s, Works f. 

Afp. Weighty Saying ! May it imprefs our very 
Hearts!—GOD is merciful, and therefore reward- 
pth. From whence it appears, that what We call a 
Reward, is really an Ad of Mercy, rather than of 
juftice. The Wages of Sin is Death ; but the Gift 

(fays 

prove trore definitive, than the Sin of Sodom. This He 
grounds, noton the kedens affigned by Afpajio, but oil 
that which includes them all, and furpaffes them a’i, 
even our LoRD’s own Declaration, Matt. x. 15. 

* John iii. 18, 36. The Words are exceedingly em- 
phaticnl, and no lefs awful.—Not barely He Jhall come 
into Condemnation, but He (that believeth not) is con¬ 
demned already. Though ever fo civilized or refined in 
}iis outward Converfation, He lies under a Sentence of 
Death, and is the Object of divine Wrath.—Which not 
only will vifit Him, but abideth on Him. So that, 
where-ever He may be, whatever He may do, the Dif- 
pleafure of the tremendous JEHOVAH hangs over 
Him,' like a mod dreadful Sword; Which, if He dies 
in fuch a Condition, will inevitably fall upon him, and 
cut him in Pieces eternally. 

f Pfal. Ixii. iz. 
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(fays the Apoftle, altering his Style, and making a' 
very obfervable Diftinttion) the Gift of GOD is 
eternal Life *. 

The infpired Writer fubjoins, not for , but ac¬ 
cording to t> every Man’s Works. A Man’s Works 
are the Meafure, not the meritorious Caufe. To 
merit, is the foie Prerogative of the SAV IOUR’s 
Blood and Obedience* To thefe it is owing, that 
our imperfeft Services are honoured with any Ac¬ 
ceptance ; much more that they are recompenfed 
with any Reward.— 1 hough, after a Sinner is juf- 
tiiied, nis own Deeds find favour in the Sight of 
the LORD: yet in the Juftification of Sinners, 
GOD has no Refpedt to any human Performances. 
He has no Rcfpeft to one Man as better than ano¬ 
ther, but to the Rightfcoufnefs of his blcffed SON 
alone. 

Thor. Does not this Expofition of yours, elafh 
with that truly generous Acknowledgement of St. 
Piter? In every Nation , He thatfeareth GOD , and 
wtrketh Righteoujnefs , is accepted with Him J. Here, 
it is undeniably evident, that Acceptance with our 
CREA TOR, is founded on a Man’s own Piety, 
and perfonal integrity ; upon his fearing G OD , 
and working Righteoujnefs. 

Afp. Rightly to underftand this Text, We ftould 
enquire into the Circumftances of the Hiftory.—The 
Apoftle had been ftrongly and moft unreafonably pre¬ 
judiced in favour of the Jews j imagining, that the 

Salvation 


• Rom. vi. aj. 

f vnwtns, not invito St. So the Apoftle fpeakt. 
ftve.y Man fhall receive his own Reward, aa 1 », not fct 
thu a«*■». i Cor. tii. 8. 

t Aftsx. JS‘ 
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Salvation of CHRIST t like the Difpenfation of 
Mofes , muft be confined to his Countrymen.—But 
aow, having confidered the Purport of his late hea¬ 
venly Vifion ; having compared it with the angelic 
Meflage, delivered to Cornelius ; and being made ac¬ 
quainted with the Character of that valuable Map j 
He breaks out into this truly catholic Declaration.— 

“ My Prejudices are vanifhed. My Sentiments are 
“ enlarged. From the Inflance before me, it is de- 
“ monjlrably certain; that the HOLY- ONE of 
“ Ifrael, does no longer appropriate the Bleflings 
“ of his Covenant, to any particular Perion, Fa- 
“ mily, or People. But , in every Nation , He that 
“ feareth GOD -, and, from a Principle of Religion 
“ in the Heart, vuorketh Righteoufnefs in the Life, 
“ is accepted with Him. So accepted, as to be an 
“ Object of the Divine Favour, and an Inheritor 
“ of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

This, I think, is the exabt Meaning of the Place. 
And let it be recollected, that no One truly fears, or 
can poUibly pleafe GOD, without Faith *. That 
no Prayers can be fet forth as the Incenfe; no Ain* 
can go up as a Memorial before GOD; nor any 
Sacrifices be acceptable in his Sight, but only 
through JESUS CHRIST. For which Rea* 
fons, it feems neceflary to fuppofe, that Cornelius , 
though a Heathen by Birth, had believed through 
Grace.—Nay; it is evident from the Context, that 
he had heard of CHRIST ; had fome Acquaint¬ 
ance with the Defign of his Coming, and the Exfchi 
cution of his Office f ; enough to be the Ground 


f See Ter. 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly be other- 
wile ; fince Cornelius was ftationed at Ca/area; the Red* 

denev 
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of a real , though perhaps an infantile Faith. The 
Bufinefs of the Apoftle was, to lead this Convert 
into the clear Light, and full Privileges of the 
Gofpel; to ratify and confirm his Title to them, 
by the facred Seal of Baptifm ; and introduce Him, 
as the Firjl-fruiu of the Gentiles, into the Chriftian 
Church. 

Nothing therefore can be concluded from this 
Paffage, but that the glad Tidings of Chrifiianity 
are for Jews , for Gentiles, for all People—that, by 
Faith, even the Gentiles obtain a good Report, 
and are enabled to bring forth the Fruits of Righ- 
teoufnefs—and Faith, though weak, yet if fincerely 
improved, will certainly be increafed; will “ go 
w from Strength to Strength.” 

Tber. Does not our SAVIOUR, in defcribing 
the Proccfs, and foretelling the Iffue of the laft de-' 
cifive Tryal, affign a Kingdom to the Righteous ? 
Affign it in this precife View, as a proper Remune¬ 
ration of their own good Works; faying, in the moft 
exprefs Terms; Come, ye Blejfed of My FA 7 HE R, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for You, from the Foun¬ 
dation of the World: for, I was an hungrcd, and Ye 
gave me Meat ; FOR, &c. for, IAc. * 

Jfp. Be pleafed to take notice of the Expreffion. 
They are bidden to inherit: and what is freer than 
an Inheritance ? Was your Patrimony the Reward 

of 

t 

dence of the Lord Lieutenant ; and Seat of th cCivil, as 
Jerufalem was of the Ecchfeaftical Government. In a 
Place of fuch general Refort, fo very remarkable an 
Event could not be unknown. Efpecially, as Philip the 
Evangelift had fixed his Abode in that City. See Acts 
viii. 40. 

* Matt. xxv. 30. 
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of your own Services ?—Ohferve alfo the Reafon 
alledged, and compare it with the Rule of Judica¬ 
ture. He that believeth, faith the fupreme JUDGE, 
jhall be faved. This is the avowed, the invariable 
Standard, by which He<procecds, in adminiftering 
everlafting Judgment. Accordingly, He confers 
eternal Life on the Righteous, as Perfons intitled 
to this great Felicity, on the Foot of his own gra¬ 
cious Appointment. 

For denotes, not the Foundation , but the Evi¬ 
dence , of their Right. “ I acquit fuch a Perfon," 
fays the Arbitrator in a judicial Claim; “ for the 
“ Witndles depofe, that the Debt is paid.” The 
Depofitiori, which anfwers to thefe righteous A dis, 
is the Proof ; Payment of the Debt, which corre- 
fponds with CHRIST'S perfect Obedience, is the 
Caufe* of the Difcharge.— For Te have given ; Ye 
have abounded in all inftances of Duty to ME, 
and Love to your Brethren ; and thereby have ma- 
nifefted Yourfelves true Believers. 

It may be farther obferved, That our LORD 
fays not, Yc have done it to your Fellow-creatures, 
brit to thefe my Brethren f. lie commends not every 
random Adi of Good-nature or Generofity, but fuch 
Kinds of Beneficence only, as carry the Chrijlian 
Stamp; were exercifed to a Difciple, “ in the 
“ Name of a Difciple.” And thefe moft evidently 

fpring 

* The Spring is come, fays the Countryman; for the 
Orchard blooms, and the Black-bird lings. The Bloom¬ 
ing of the Trees, and the Melody of the Birds, were ne¬ 
ver fuppofed to create, only to charaftcrixe, the delight, 
ful Seaion. They are, not its Caufe, but the Proof of 
its taking place. 


f Matt. xxv. 40. 
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fpring from Faith; tbefe undeniably atteft its Sin* 
cerity. 

Tier. Are not tbefe Diftin&ions more fubtle, than 
folidf 

Afp. To me they appear in no fuch Light. If 
Yon think otherwife, let Us appeal- to thofe excel¬ 
lent Perfons themfelves. The Turn, the very re¬ 
markable Turn of their Sentiments, will fully de¬ 
cide our Queftion.—Do they lay any Strefs upon 
their own religious Duties, and beneficent Deeds ? 
Far from relying on them, farther ftill from pleading 
them, they beftow not a Jingle Thought upon them. 
Having fixed their Hopes on the ROCK of Ages, 
they forget thefe tranfient Bubbles*. Nay, they 
wonder to hear their exalted MASTER, making 
any honourable Mention of fuch defedive Services. 

O ! that We may be enabled, through the whole 
Courfe of our Lives, to follow the Example of their 
Piety; and, when We appear before the tremen¬ 
dous Tribunal, to imitate their Humility and Wif- 
dom ! Their Humility ; in renouncing themfelves, 
and difclaiming all Defert of their own. Their Wif- 
dom ; in repofing their whole Confidence, on the 
Righteoufnefs of their GOD and SAVIOUR. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no Mention of this 
JDoftrine, in his Sermon on the Mount. Whereas, 
if it had been fo very material, He would at leaft have 

touched 

* Bubbles they are, compared with the ail-glorious 
Qbedieace of CHRIST; or confidered in reference to 
the grand Affair of J unification before G OD.—* But as 
Bubbles, or watery Veficles inflated with Air, are the 
Afeans of exhibiting the beautiful Colours of the Rain, 
how; fo thefe Services, though poor and imperfeft, 
bear Teftimony to the Exiitence of that precious Grace 
•• Faith . 



DIALOGUE VI. 289 

touched upon it, in that comprehenfive Summary of 
true Religion, 

ffp. Our LORD fays not a Word, concerning 
the Sacrifice of his Death. Neither is there a Syl¬ 
lable, relating to his Interceffion for Tranfgrcffors. 
But are thefe Articles of our Faith to be deemed 
fidtitious or fuperiluous ? Becaufe, they are not ex- 
prefly inculcated, in that admirable Treatife of prac¬ 
tical Divinity? 

However, upon a more attentive Examination, 
perhaps, We fhall find the Point molt ftrongly im¬ 
plied, though not diftindtly jptcified ; its Ntceflity 
demonftrated, though its Nature be not explained. 
—The illuftrious TEACHER opened his Mouth, 
and with a peculiar Solemnity faid; Blejfed are the 
Poor in Spirit*. —But Who are they ? Not the Per- 
fons, who foothe themfelves with the flattering Con¬ 
ceit of the Laodicean Church; lam rich in Obedience, 
and inertafed in fpiritual Goods f. Thofe rather, who 
fee their Indigence; bewail their Guilt; and hun¬ 
ger and thirft after the juftifying Merit of a RE¬ 
DEEMER. Who, from the very Bottom of an 
humbled Heart, confefs; “LORD, I am no 
“ more able to keep every Jot and Tittle of thy 
“ holy Law, than I am capable of atoning for my 
“ innumerable Sins. CHR /SSTmuft be my Righ- 
“ teoufnefs, as well as my Propitiation, or clfe 1 am 
“ irrecoverably undone." 

The inimitable PREACHER farther informs 
his Hearers; That, unlefs their Righteoufnefs exceed 
the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, they Jhall 
in no wife enter into the Kingdom of Heaven J — HoW 
muft Chriftians exceed the Pharifees ? Not only in 

V o t. I. U being 

* Matt. v. 3. i* Rev. iii. 17. J Matt. v. a©. 
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being fincere-, in having Refpedt unto all GOD’s 
Commandments; but alfo in pofleffing a complete 
Righteoufnefs. He fpeaks of that Righteoufnefs, 
by which Men enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
He fpeaks of fuch a Righteoufnefs, as is deferibed 
in the following Parts of the Sermon, and exaftly 
correfponds with the Demands of the Law. He 
fpeaks of fuch a Righteoufnefs, as admits of no 
Failure, but arifes to the very Summit of Perfec¬ 
tion. And where, where will You find this Righ¬ 
teoufnefs, unlefs You have Rccourfc to the con- 
fummatc Obedience of the great M E DI AT O R f 

They. The ORACLE of Heaven, You know, 
was once confulted upon that moll momentous of 
all Queftions; How a Perfon may afeertain his Title 
to Life and Immortality ? And what is the Tenour 
of the facred Rcfcript ?—We are referred to the 
Ten Commandments; and, in the moil explicit 
Terms, with the moft peremptory Air, told; This 
DO, and thou Jhalt live*. 

Jfp. That particular Perfon, if You pleafe, was 
referred to the Ten Commandments; not We, and 
Mankind in general.—Our LORD, in the pre¬ 
ceding Verfes, had informed his Difciples; That 
they mull receive the Kingdom of G 0 D, or the 
Grace of the Gofpel, and the Blcflings it propofes, 
as a little Child. And this can hardly fignify, as the 
Refult or Confequence of their own Doings. 

Ther. “ That particular Perfon referred! Not 
« We and Mankind in general!”—I don’t under- 
ftand your Meaning, Afpafio. 

Afip. You will obferve then, that our LORDV 
jReply was not an univerfal Direfiion, but an An- 
w fwer 


* Matt. xix. 17. Luke x. z8. 
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fiver ad Hominem ; peculiarly adapted * to the young 
Gentleman’s Application. Which, however it may 
be admired, was none of the wifeflr.—Inftcad of afk- 
ing; “ How fhall a poor guilty Mortal, who is every 
“ Day offending, obtain Forgivenefs from the righ- 
“ teous GOD ?” Inftead of faying; “ How fhall 
“ I, who am not able to think a good Thought, make 
“ fure my Title to an eternal Weight of Glory?” 
Our Querift demands ; What good Thing pall I do, 
that I may inherit eternal Life ? The Reply proceeds 
upon the Enquirer’s own Principles.—“ If You 
“ expect Life and Immortality, upon fuch legal 
“ Terms; know, that your Obedience mull be 
“ nothing lefs, than a perfeSl Conformity to the 
“ divine Law. Perform all its Precepts, in their 
“ utmoft Extent, and with an unremitted Pcrfeve- 
“ ranee, then”—But alas! fuch Perfedtion is too 
high for fallen Creatures; they cannot attain unto 
it. Neceffarily, therefore, muft they drop all fuch 
Pretenfions, and have Recourfe to fome other Me¬ 
thod of Juftification. 

Ther. Why did that “ Wonderful COUN- 
“ S EL LOR,” if fuch was the Purport of his 
JJ 2 . Anfwer, 

* It is delightful to' pzMycaix 

the curious Variety, yet the con/ummate Propriety, of our 
LORD’S Condudl; how exaftly this divine Cafuiil fuits 
his Counfel, to the different States, and various Charac¬ 
ters of Mankind.—The Secure and Prefumptuous He 
fends to the Law, that they may be humbled. To the 
Affiifted and Contrite He preaches the Go/pel, that they 
may be comforted.—When the Pharifee, full of Self-con¬ 
ceit, (lands up and fays. What pall I do? The Anfwer 
is. Do all that is commanded. W hen the linful Woman 
falls at the R E D E E M E R’s Feet, and fpeaks in Tears 
the Guilt of her Life; Thy Sins are forgiven, is the gra¬ 
cious Reply. 
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Anfwer, cxprefs Himfelf fo obfcurely ? Why did 
He not divert his promifing Scholar from this fruit- 
lefs Attempt; and put Him in the right, the prac¬ 
ticable Way of obtaining Salvation ? 

ylfp. This He did, with the fineft Addrefs, and 
in the moft fkilful Manner.—Had our LORD af¬ 
firmed, “ You are worldly; You are covetous; 
“ your Riches are your GOD:” fuch a Charge 
would, in all Probability, have been as confidently 
denied, as it was plainly urged. Therefore He brings 
this fpecious Hypocrite to a Tejl*, which could not 
be evaded, and which was fure to difeover the Truth. 
A Teft, which laid open the palpable and enormous 
Defeats of his fo much boafted Obedience. Which 
made it appear, that, inftead of keeping all the Com¬ 
mandments, this vain Self-jufticiary had not obeyed 
the very firjl. But, arnidlt all his towering Imagi¬ 
nations of Himfelf, had been, and at that very Inftant 
was, a fordid groveling Idolater: who preferred his 
tranfitory Pofleflions on Earth, to an cverlafting In¬ 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven.—Could any 
Expedient be more fuitable to the Cafe ? Or better 
calculated to reduce Him, intoxicated as He was 
with Pride, to a fober humble Mind ? To beat Him 
off from his falfe Foundation, the Riglieoufnefs which 
is of the Law, and lead Him to a Reliance on the pro- 
mifed, the expedited, the prefent MESSIAH ? 

It 

* Matt, xix. 21. If Thau wilt be perfect,* fell all that 
Thou haft, and give to the Poor, This'Direction feems to 
be much of the fame Nature, with that other Part of our 
LORD’S Reply, If Thou wilt enter into Life, keep the 
Commandments. ( Both were perfonal; both occafional; 
both adapted to particular Circumftances. The latter is 
no more the ftated evangelical Way to Heaven, than the 
former is the common indifpenfable D u ty of allChriltians. 
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It puts me in mind of my Friend Sagacio‘% Condudl. 
Which feems to have fome Conformity with our 
LORD’S Procedure; and may, poflibly, tend toil- 
luftrate its Propriety.—Vifiting one of his unlearned 
Neighbours, He found Him in Company with a cer¬ 
tain talkative Stranger; who was haranguing, at an 
extravagant Rate, on the Wonders of Aftronomy.— 
Sagacio foon perceived, that the chief Furniture of 
this extraordinary Adept, lay in a little Acquain¬ 
tance with the technical Terms, and fomewhat more 
than a little Share of Affurance. How ftiould He 
bring the felf-plumed Sciolift to a little Mo defy of 
Sentiment, and Decorum of Convention ? He took 
leave to afk, “ What the Word Aftronomy might 
** fignify ?” The Orator was ftruck dumb in a Mo¬ 
ment. He had never informed Himfelf, it feems, 
that Aftronomy related to the Order and Regulation 
of the Stars. This Angle Queftion taught our mi* 
nute Philofopher, more effectually than twenty Lec¬ 
tures on the Subjedt. It taught Him his own Igno¬ 
rance ; and that He had the very Rudiments of his 
fo much admired Science ftill to learn. 

Ther. What will You fay to thofe fatuous Paffages 
in the Epiftle of St. 'James ? By Works a Man isjufti- 
fied. Was not Abraham our Father jujlifud by Works*? 
Can any Words be plainer in their Meaning? Or, 
can any Meaning be more diredtly oppofite to the 
whole Scope of your Argumentation ? 

Aft. This I would fay, Theron. —The Paffages You 
quote, when detached from the Context, may feem 
inconfiftent with the Declarations of another Apoftle. 
As a Limb, when wrenched from its natural Situation, 
U 3 appear* 

* Jam. ii. 21, 24. 
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appears with an Air of Difproportion. Whereas, 
reduce the diflocated Part, and it will recover the 
Symmetry of its Shape ; it will harmonize exactly 
with the animal Syitem.—Replace likewife thefe Af- 
fertions ; confider them in Connexion with the whole 
Paragraph ; and they will be found, if not Unifons, 
yet perfect Concords, with the Strain of St. Paul’ s 
Teaching. 

What is the Drift and Aim of St. James? To 
diftinguifh a genuine from an infincere Faith. Ob- 
ferve, how He Rates the Cafe. It is not. Though a 
Man have Faith ; but Though a Man fay, He hath 
faith*. This is mentioned, as the Boaft of fome 
hypocritical Profeflor. So that the Apoflle is evi¬ 
dently dealing with a Pretender to the precious Gift. 
Accordingly He demands, with great Propriety and 
Spirit; Shew me thy Faith. Prove the Reality of 
thy Claim. Prove it to me, and to the Church ; 
to thy Fellow-creatures, and Fcllow-chriftians, 
What Thou calleft thy Faith, if it be not produc¬ 
tive of righteous Difpofitions and godly Works, We 
muft pronounce fpurious, worthlefs, dead. 

Having detected the Counterfeit, He proceeds to 
deferibe the Sterling. The grand Charadteriftic of 
which is, A Frame of Mind and a Courfe of Adtion, 
correfponding with the Dodtrine believed. By this 
Touchftone the Faith of our renowned Progenitor 
was tried ; and, being tried, was “ found unto Praife, 
“ and Honour, and Glory.” ■ Was not Abraham our 
Father jujlified by Works, when He had offered Ifaac 
his Son upon the Altar ?—Juftified ! How ? As to 
Acceptance with the Supreme JUDGE? No: 
this was effected long before Ifaac Was offered, was 

born. 


Jam. ii. 14. 
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born, or conceived in the Womb. But when the 
believing and juftified Patriarch, exercifed that He¬ 
roic A£t of Self-denial, Rcfignation, and Obedience ; 
then Kede'monftratcd Himfelf, to be a real unfeigned 
Believer; then his Juftification was evidenced, to all 
his Cotemporaries, and to all Generations. By this, 
and fuch other Works, his Faith was made perfeSi* ; 
anfwered its proper End ; appeared to be of the 
true, the triumphant, the fcriptur.il Kind; ftnee it 
overcame the Wotld, overcame Self, and regarded 
GOD as All in All. 

Upon the whole ; St. Paul fpeaks concerning the 
Juftification of our Pei fans \ St. James concerning 
the Juftification of our Faith f.—St. Paul deferibes 
the Manner of being juftified, before the all-feeing 
GOD ; St. James points out the Prooj J of a jufti¬ 
fied 

# ErfXfwGn. In this Scnfe, T fuppofe. We are toun- 
derftand 'it.‘John's Aphorifm. He that doethRighteoufnefs, 
is righteous ; is undoubtedly juftified ; is righteous before 
GOD, the Searcher of Hearts. This his holy Life de¬ 
mo nit rates, thatHe has indeed believed unto Righteoufnefs, 
It juftifies his Profeflion of Faith, both from the Charge, 
and from the Sufpicion of insincerity. 1 John iii. 7. 

. f 1 bat the Expreflion ufed by 5t James, fignifies this 
declarative Juftification, is plain from t Tint. iii. )6. 
Where the Apoitle, fpcaking of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, fays ; fl», He avas juftified in or by the 
SPIRIT: that is. He was declared to be the true SON 
of GOD ; manifefied on Earth, and recognized from Hea¬ 
ven, as the undoubted S AV IOU R of the World. 

I A very little Refledtion, I ihould imagine, rouft con¬ 
vince every unprejudiced Reader; That St. James can¬ 
not poffibly be ftatingthe Method of Jollification, before 
the infinitely righteous GOD. Becaufe, He never fo 
much as mentions the Death of CHRIST—Who made 
his Soul an OJferingfor Sin—to whom give all the Prophets 
•witnefs, that whoforver believe!h in Him, Jhallreceive Re- 
U 4 ' mijfion 
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tified State, as it is vifible to Men; Seejl Thou,— 
The former proceeds from the immaculate Righte- 
oufnefs of CH R I ST, placed to our Account; the 
latter coniiils in the Fruits of Righteoufnefs, adorn¬ 
ing our Life.—Rightly undcrftood, therefore, thefe 
Fafl'ages are not in the leaft contradidlory to the Epif- 
tles of St. Paul , or to the Scope of my Argumenta¬ 
tion. But are a feafonable Caveat and a proper Pre- 
fervative, againft mifunderftanding thofe , or per¬ 
verting this. 

Ther. I wifh, you would read that concife, but 
judicious Abridgment of true Religion, comprifed 
in the fifteenth Pfalm. The facred Penman, for his 
own and for the Information of all Mankind, afks; 
LORD, who Jhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, or who 
jhallrejl upon thy holy Hill? To this moft interefting 
Enquiry, the following Verfes are a full and fatis- 
fadtpry Anfwer. The whole of which turns upon 
the Difcharge of moral Duties; walking uprightly , 
and working Righteoufnefs. Without a Syllable, or 
a fingle Hint, concerning the very fuperior Excel¬ 
lence of Faith, or the extreme Neceffity of a vica¬ 
rious Obedience. 

y}fp. I have often read, and I well remember, that 
inftru&ive Pfalm, And I beg leave to obferve, 
once for all, with relation to fuch Paflages of the 
Old Teftament; That they fuppofe the Perfons, 
whom they deferibe, to be convinced of their na¬ 
tural Corruption j to be humbled under a Senfe of 

their 

mijjion of Sins.—and lefedes whom, there is no other Name 
given under Heaven, whereby iVe can be faved .—Could an 
ApofHe fo abfolutely forget his LORD; and in a Cafe, 
where every other inspired Writer acknowledges Him; 
nay, acknowledges Him to l?e Ail in All l 
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their aftual Guilt ; and to live in a confcientious Ob- 
fervance of the expiatory Sacrifices. All which had 
an invariable Reference to CHRIST, and derived 
their whole Virtue from his Mediation. 

Would any of the Jeivijh Saints, have dared to 
advance a Plea for eternal Bleflednefs, upon the P’oot 
of their own Conformity to fuch moral Directions ? 
NegleCting, at the fame Time, the Sacrifices of the 
three great Fcftivals, or a believing Improvement 
of the daily Oblation.—By no means. They were, 
and they would acknowledge themfelves, deplorably 
defective. They would plead the Promife of free 
Grace, and fly to the Blood, which GOD himfelf 
had appointed to make an Atonement for their Souls. 
—By fuch Sentiments and fuch a ConduCt, they 
reduced to Practice the very Eflence of our Doc¬ 
trine : difavowing their own Deeds, however vir¬ 
tuous or religious 5 and trufting in the Strength of 
Ifrael, the LORD our Righteoufnefs. Who alone 
fulfilled all the Precepts, contained in this excel¬ 
lent Formulary of Duty. Who was alfo the Sub- 
jlance of every purifying and of every propitiatory 
Rite. Whom, therefore, thofe holy People re¬ 
garded, as the only Caufe of Juftification and Sal¬ 
vation. 

Ther, Has not the facred Writer cxprefly faid, at 
the Clofe of the Pfalm ? Whofo doeth thefe Things , 
Jhall never fall. 

Afp. He has: And this, I apprehend, is hisMean- 
ing.-—“ Perfons of fuch a Temper, and fuch a Prac- 
“ tice, bear the Marks of GOD’s Children, and 
“ are meet for his Glory. Accordingly, they {hall 
“ never fall, either into total Apoftacy here, or 

final Condemnation hereafter. They are now 
3 “ Heirs, 
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“ Heirs, ami in due Time fhall be PofTeiTors, of 
“ his eternal Kingdom.” 

But you will take notice, that all thefe Duties 
and Qualifications, only charaflerize , not conjlitute , 
the Inheritor of Heaven.—You will likcwife advert 
to another very remarkable Circumftance in the De- 
fcription ; He fetteth not by Himfelf, but is lowly in bis 
nun Eyes *. Or, as the more expreffive Original 
fpeaks. He is dcfpicable and vile in his own Sight. 
So far from afpiring to Sclf-juftification, that He 
even condemns and abhors Himfelf. He falls down, 
as a moft unworthy Wretch, at the Foot of infi¬ 
nitely free Grace. 

! Tber . I cannot but think, it is the current Doc¬ 
trine of Scripture, and I am fure, it is one of the 
firjl Principles which the Light of Nature teaches— 
That the moft high GOD mult neceflarily love 
Righteoufnefs, and take pleafure in the Righteous. 

Jjp. If, what is called, the Light of Nature was 
to publilh a Gofpel, I believe, it would be formed 
upon your Plan. It would beftow Favour onjy 

on 

* Pfal. XV. 4. DKDJ l’j’jra nni. I cannot fay, that I 
admire the Bible Trandation of this Claufe: In nuhofe 
Ejes the vile Per Jon is contemptible. Methinks, it does not 
favour of the tender and benign Spirit of our Religion, 
which teaches Us to honour all Men ; to defpife no one’s 
Per/on, but only to detell the Wickedne/s of the Wicked. 

Should the Senfe I have oppofed, have its Weight; the 
Senfe 1 have pi eferred, is incomparably weightier. If, to 
defpife the Vile, is a religious Aft; to think meanly of 
Out felves, is a much more advanced, and a far more dif¬ 
ficult Inftance of true Religion. This is to copy one of 
the higheft Patterns of human Excellence; who, not- 
withftanding his very fuperior Attainments, accounted 
Him/elf left than the leajl of all Saints ; nay, the very 
chiefejt »f Sinners. 



DIALOGUE VT, 899 

cn the Innocent-, the Virtuous , and the Holy.*- But 
the Gofpel of CHRIST runs in a very different 
Strain. This brings Pardon for the Condemned, 
and Bleffings for the Accurfed. This is Health 
to the Sick, and Recovery to the Ruined. Tht 
LORD hath anointed me, faith its divine AU¬ 
THOR, to preach good Tidings to the Meek ; to the 
Poor, the Afflicted, the Miferable.— He hath fent 
me to bind up the Broken-hearted ; whofe Mifery is 
fo great, that it feems to admit of no Relief; but 
is plunging them in Defpair, and even breaking 
their Hearts —to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, the 
wretched Captives of Sin, and Death, and Hell— 
and the Opening of the Prifon to them that are bound j 
bound in the Chains of Ignorance, Impotence, 
and Mifery *. 

As 

* Ifai. Ixi. 1. Upon this PaiTage of ljatah I would 
beg Leave to obferve; That the Word Meek feems not to 
anfvver or convey the Prophet’s Idea. By the Meek, We 
are inclined to think of Perfons, endued with that pla¬ 
cid and quiet Spirit; which is, in the Sight of GOD, 
of great Price. This might di/courage many People, 
who know themfelves to be deftitute of fuch a gracious 
Habit. This might lead Others to fufpedt, that fame 
amiable Difpofttion is previoujly neceffary, in order to re¬ 
ceive the Benefits of redeeming Grace. Which is a very 
miftaken, and will prove a molt forbidding Notion. 

The Original D'Utf fignifies, in this Place, The Af- 
fiiSed-, not thofe who are beautified with Meeknefs, but 
thofe who are opprefled with Mifery; fpiritual Mifery 
efpecially; not excepting even thofe, who are Slaves to 
their own unruly Paffions.—The Word >jy, from which 
only is derived, exprefies that bitter Bondage and grie¬ 
vous Oppreffion, under which the Ifraelites groaned in 
Egypt. See Exod. iii. 7. 

The whole Paragraph is a Defcription of extreme 
Wretchednefs. What can be more diftrefled than the 

Man, 
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As I am myfelf a moft unworthy Sinner, You muft 
tiot be difpleafed, if I efpoufe the Caufe of fuch un¬ 
happy Creatures. Yet, though a Friend of Sinners, 
I am no Enemy to the Righteous. I entirely agree 
with my Theron, that the moft High GOD necef- 
farily loves Righteoufnefs. Only I want to be in¬ 
formed, Where this excellent and lovely Quality is 
to be found ?—Not among the Gentiles. They have 
fwerved from the Dictates of natural Confcience.— 
Not among the Jews. They have broke the holy 
Commandment delivered on Mount Sinai. —Not 
among Chrijlians. For, jf GOD fhould enter into 
Judgment with Us, We could not anfwer Him one 
of aThoufand.—In the Kingdom of /Ethiopia, or 
in the Country of the Moors , where will You find 
the native Whites ? 

The SAVIOUR of the World, who over¬ 
looked nothing valuable, not fo much as the Wi¬ 
dow’s Mite, faw none among the Race of Adam, 
that were entitled to the Character of Righteous. 
He who gave Himfelf a Ranfom for all, makes no 
Application to fuch Perfons *. They lay quite 
beyond the Line of his Commiflion.—Why ? Be- 
caufe He had a Quarrel with real Godlinefs ? Be- 
caufe He fullenly dij.jlcemed perfonal Goodnefs ? 
Or was unable to dijlinguijh the Excellency of in¬ 
herent 

Man, whofe outward Circumftances areimpoveriflied and 
ruined ; whofe Spirit is broken under the Weight of his 
Calamities; who is taken Captive by the Enemy, is 
thrown into a Dungeon, and loaded with Irons ? —This is 
the Prophet’s Reprefentation ; this is the Picture of un¬ 
converted Sinners; and to theie, to tbefe CHRIST 
JESUS is a Ranfom, a Deliverer, a Portion. 

• Matt. ix. 13 .1 came not to call the Righteous, but Sin¬ 
ners to Repentance. 
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herent Virtue?—No verily. But becaufe He knew, 
that, amiable as thefe Qualifications are, they have 
no Exigence in the human Heart; till the Sinner, 
reconciled by his Death, be fan&ified alfo by his 
SPIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable An- 
fwer, which the Spartans returned to a threatening 
Embafly, fent by Philip the formidable King of 
Macedon. Nothing could be more concife ; and, 
I think, nothing was ever more fpirited and fig- 
nificant. 

Thcr. Philip gave them to underftand by his Am- 
bafladors; “ That, if He entered their Territories, 
“ He would bum their Towns; put the Inhabi- 
“ tants to the Swoid ; and fpread Deftrudlion, 
“ where-ever He advanced.”—To which infolent 
and cruel Menace, the brave Laccdiemonians made 
no other Reply, than—IF. 

Is this the Story, to which You refer ? 

JJp. The very fame.—And when you are fpeaking 
of human Righteoufncfs, as the Caufe of our Accept¬ 
ance with the eternal GOD, 1 Would borrow the 
Language of a Spartan. IF, fhall be my Reply.— 
If, feclufive of the Obedience, and independent on 
the SPIRIT of CHRIST, You can furnilh 
Yourfelf with this Endowment: Or, if You can 
carry your Righteoufncfs to that Perfection, which 
may equal the Purity of the Law, and comport with 
the Majefty of the LAWGIVER: then truft in 
it j let it be the Ground of your Confidence ; and 
feek no better Foundation. 

But whoever {hall, in this Manner, feek for his 
Recommendation to the Favour of GOD; will 
afil: like the miftaken Countryman in Horace. Who, 

being 
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being unable to ford the River, took up a Pcfolu- 
tion to wait, till the Stream was all run by: 

- At ilk 

Lahitnr , & labetur in omne volubilis AZvum *. 

Ther. Here, I fanfy, We muft take leave of your 
Countryman. If He adheres to his Refolution, We 
(hall find Him in the very fame Situation, when 
Brcakfaft is over; and may refume our Subject, 
juft where it is difcontinued. 

• Fain Man, deftfl: Such flatt'ring Hopes forego : 

It flow, and flow.’, and will for ever flow. 


D I A- 
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T H E R O N. 

T O me, who have fpent the greateft Part 
of the Winter in Town, thefe Scenes of 
the Country are inexprefiibly pleafing. Take, 
who will, the gilded Saloon, and the filken Settee > 
fo long as I can fhclter myfelf under the Canopy of 
fuch a fpreading Beech, and ufe one of its coarfe, 
mif-fhapen Roots for my Seat. 

’Tis true, We fee no longer thofe fplcndid Bro¬ 
cades, and elegant Toupees, which diftinguilh the 
Park and the Mall .—But we have, full in our View, 
a Multitude ofhoneft Ruftics; purfuing their chear- 
ful Labours in yonder Meadow. Some, mowing 
the luxuriant Herbage. Some, fpreading it to the 
Sun, or raifing it into regular Cocks. Others, 
loading their Waggons with the Hay, or clearing the 
Ground with their Rakes. The Ground, cleared 
of its foft Incumbrajjce, appears frefh and green, 
like another Spring. While the Exhalations of the 
tedded Grafs, floating in the Air, give a rural Per- 
i fume 
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fume to the Gale.—And which, my AJpaJlo t which 
are the moft valuable Objects ? The little Labourers 
of the Hive, that enrich themfelves and regale their 
Mailers ? Or the gay Flatterers of the Garden, whofe 
Whole Life is nothing but Sport; and their higheft 
Character is, to be infignificantly pretty? 

Afp. I underftand you, Tberon, and have the Sa¬ 
tisfaction to agree with You.—In this Retirement, 
We hear none of the wanton and corrupting Airs 
of the Opera ; no, nor the majeflic and ennobling 
Melody of the Oratorio*. —But We have a Band of 
Mufic, Rationed in the Grove; and a Concert of 
native Harmony, warbling from the Boughs. We 
arc entertained with the Mufic,' which charmed the 
human Ear, long before | Juba! found out his In- 
ftruments; and Thoufands of Years before Handel 
compofed his Notes.—The Bulfinch, and a Multi¬ 
tude of little tuneful Throats, ftrike the Key. The 
Thrufli below, and the Sky-lark refponfive from 
above, diverjify and exalt the Strain. The Black¬ 
bird, fomewhat like the folemn Organ, with Notes 
perfetlly mellow, and gracefully fonorous, crowns 
the Choir. While the Turtle’s melancholy Voice, 
and the murmuring Water’s plaintive Tone, deepen 
and complete the univerfal Symphony. 

This 

* MajeJHc and ennobling.-j- r T\\is, I think, is the true 
Character, and expreffes the ft al Tendency, of the Ora¬ 
torio. Neverthelefs, it may not be improper to obferve; 
that if We carry a trifling or irreligious Spirit to the En¬ 
tertainment; If We attend to the mufical Airs, but dis¬ 
regard thofe facred Truths, which enter into the Com- 

? aiition ; fuch a Behaviour will* be little better than a 
rofanation of holy Things. 1 fear, it will be one Species 
of taking GOd's adorable and glorious Name in vain. 
f Gen. iv. at. 
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This Mufic conflicted the firft Song of Thankf- 
giving, and formed the firft vocaL Praife, which 
the All-gracious CREATOR received, from his 
new-made World. This is neither the Parent of 
Effeminacy, nor a Pander for Vice; but refines the 
Affections, even while it amufes the Imagination. 

Tber. Yes; all the Entertainments of Nature, 
are calculated to fecure our Innocence, as well as 
to gratify our Fancy. And what is another very 
agreeable Circumftance, thefe Gratifications which 
afford the fublimeft Pleafure, are exhibited gratis. 
While thofe, which enervate the Mind, and de¬ 
bauch the Affedions, muft be dearly purchafed. _ 

Every one cannot gain Admittance into the Boxes 
or the Pit, when fome celebrated Tragedy is brought 
upon the Stage. But every one may behold the 
beauteous Exhibitions of. Springy and the finifhed 
Productions of Autumn. All may contemplate the 
Machinery of Nature, and the Wonders of Crea¬ 
tion. Thereby enjoying a far more exquifite Amufe- 
ment, without any of the Guilt, or any of the 
Danger. 

The Inhabitants of yonder Villages, have never 
beheld the fplendid Proceffion, which folemnizes the 
Coronation of a Monarch ; nor the gaudy Illumina¬ 
tions, which diftinguifli the Anniverfary of his Birth. 
But they fee, almoft every Morning, a much nobler 
SpeCtacle difplayed in the Eaft. They fee the great 
Ruler of the Day, or rather the Envoy from Day’s 
eternal SOVEREIGN, making his Entryamidft 
the Spaces of the Sky.—The Heavens are ftrewed 
with Colours, which outvie the Pinks and Carna¬ 
tions. The Grafs is decked with Dew-drops, and 
every Plant is fining, as it were, with Pearls. All 
V ot. I. X around 
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around the Darknefs retires, and fweet refrefliing 
Gales arife.—At length the magnificent Luminary 
Appears. And what is all the oftentatious Pomp of 
Kings ? What is all the Glitter of the moil brilliant 
Courts ? Compared with his tranfcendent Luftre ? 
—This Spectacle we may behold, without Lofs of 
Time, or Prejudice to Health. Nay, We cannot 
behold it, without improving one, and redeeming the 
other. So beneficial are even the Pleafures, which 
Nature yields 1 So ferviceable the very Diverfions, 
to which £he invites ! 

Afp. Thus gracious is the Almighty MAKER, 
in the Conftitution of material Things. The Sub- 
ftantial and the Valuable, are open to every One ; 
are acceffible by all. Only the Tinfel and the Trap¬ 
pings, are the Property of a Fewj the poor Preroga¬ 
tive of Wealth. 

No lefs gracious is GOD, in the Difpofal of 
spiritual Favours. Thefe, though infinitely more 
excellent, yet are equally free. We are invited to 
buy them, without Money , and without Price *.— 
What do you give for the Benefits of the riling Sun, 
or the Delights of this rural Melody ? The Cafe is 
much the fame, with regard to the Righteoufnefs, 
by which We are juftified, and all the Blcifings of 
Salvation. 

Ther. This brings to our Remembrance the Coun¬ 
tryman, whom we left on the Banks c¥ the River. 
And, for aught I can fee, Tkeron and the Ruftic arc 
pretty much upon a footing. The firft, as far from 
acceding to your Notions j as the laft, is from gain¬ 
ing his Point. 

Afp. 

* Ifai. Iv. i. 
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Jfp. Have you any Obje&ion, Theron , to thefe 
Gifts of Nature; becaufe, they are neither purchafed 
by your Money, nor produced by your own Toil ? 

Ther. But who can ever expeft to obtain Pardon, 
and Peace, and eternal Salvation, at fo cheap a 
Rate ? It feems to be all Delufion, Afpafio. 

JJp. So cheap ! Then You would pay fomewhat, 
I perceive, by way of Price.—But give me leave 
to afk; What Price did you pay to GOD your 
MAKER, for falhioning You in your Mother’s 
Womb? What Price have you paid to GOD 
your PRESERVER, for upholding You ever 
fince You was born? Or what Price do You think 
of paying to GOD the fupreme PROPRIETOR, 
for the Ground, on which You tread ; for the Air, 
in which You breathe; for the Light, by which You 
fee ? Juft the fame Price muft You advance to GOD 
your SAVIOUR, for all hisjuftifying Merits. 

Both thefe and thofe proceed from the fame B E- 
NEFACTOR. They are all abfolutely neceffary, 
either for the Welfare of the Body, or the Happinefs 
of the Soul. And they are all vouchfafed on the fame 
Terms; or rather, in the fame Way of Sovereign 
Bounty. For thus faith the Prophet; His Going- 
forth) in the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, is prepared 
as the Morning. CHRIST, with all his precious 
Privileges ,^//come unto Us as the Rain *.—-As freely, 
as the Light Ihines, or the Showers fall. However, 
if You are acquainted with a different, or a better Way, 
be fo good as to communicate your Knowledge. 

Ther. Some, You may obferve, expe£t Salvation, 
on account of their inoffenfme Behaviour. They live 
peaceably. They do no Harm to their Neighbours. 

X 2 They 

• Hef. vi. 3. 
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They are guilty of no grofs Offence againft GOD. 
And why fhould they not hope to obtain his Fa¬ 
vour They apprehend, the Prophet Samuel efta- 
blifhes their Hope, when He makes this folemn 
Appeal; Whofe Afs have I taken ? Whofe Ox have I 
taken ? Or whom have I defrauded * ? —Nay, they 
imagine, that our LORD himfelf has authorized 
their Expectation, by giving this Character of Na¬ 
thaniel ; An Ifraelite indeed., in whom is no Guile f. 
—A Freedom from outward Injuftice and inward 
Hypocrify, is all the Qualification applauded in the 
one Cafe, avowed in the other. 

Afp. This negative Goodnefs (if it deferves to be 
called Goodnefs) was a Plea for the empty Pharifee. 
But None, I prefume, would choofe to be aflociated 
with fuch a Companion, either in Character Here, 
or in Condition Hereafter. 

Samuel , in the Place You mention, is vindicating 
Himfelf, only to his Fellow-creatures, and only in the 
Capacity of a Magiflrate. He fpeaks not of his Jufti- 
fication before the JUDGE of Quick and Dead. 
This, He well knew, muft be derived from another 
Source, and muft reft upon a firmer Bottom. 

The Ifraelite without Guile , was a Perfon, who not 
only abftained from every Sin, but performed every 
Duty; and without any wilful NegleSl of the One, 
or any allowed Indulgence of the Other. This In- 
ftance, therefore, will by no means prove the Suf¬ 
ficiency of your negative Righteoufnefs. Which 
feems to have juft the fame Degree of Excellency, 
as a Fountain that never ifTups in Water, or as a 
Cloud that never defcends in Rain J. 

* Theft 

* i Sam. xii. 3. f John i. 47. 

J Ftl Lyra qua retitet, vel jui non tenditur Arens. 

Claubia*. 



DIALOCUE Vlt. 3O9 

Ther. In this Particular, Afpafio, your Sentiments 
are mine.—But I would add Morality to Civility; th« 
virtuous to the inoffenfive Converfation. And if We 
not only ceafe to do Evil, but learn to do well: if 
we ufe Temperance, exercife Charity, and keep all 
the Commandments to the bejl of our Power , is not 
this a fufficient Foundation for our Hope ? 

Afp. Yes, Ther on ; if, as you add Morality to your 
Civility, you add Perfetlion to both. Otherwife you 
muft be ranked, not among the Claimants, but 
among the Delinquents. You have no Title to a 
Reward, but ftand in need of Pardon. 

It is a Principle of Juftice, founded on the unalter¬ 
able Conftitution of Things, That the Debtor be 
acquitted, when He has paid the Debt. But fuppo- 
fing Him, inilead of Gold to bring Iron ; inftead of 
Talents to return Pence j inftead of defraying, to 
increafe the Score daily; can He then reafonably 
pxpedt, or legally claim a Difcharge ? 

With refpeil to fuch an Obedience, We may pafs 
our Verdidt in the figurative, but very expreffive 
Language of Ifaiah : The Bed is Jhorter , than that a 
Man can Jlretch Himfelf on it ; and the Covering nar¬ 
rower, than that He can wrap Himfelf in it *. It can 
neither give Reft to the alarmed Confcience, nor 
afford Protection to the guilty Soul. If We have 
nothing better to plead, We Ihall not be able to lift 
up Qur Heads, in the laft decifive Judgment; buf 
mujl enter into the Rock, and hide Ourfelves in the 
Duji, for Pear of the LORD, and for the Glory of 
bis Majejly f. 

Tker. We will go a Step farther, and take in the 
Exercife of Devotion. We will read GOD’s Word j 
X 3 pray 

* Ifai. xxviii, 29. 


f Ifai. ii. 10. 
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pray to his Divine MAJESTY; and regularly 
pttend on his public Worfliip.—Here now, are fa* 
ciai Accomplishments and moial Virtues, completed 
hy the performance of religious Duties. 

Jfp. Completed !—i fear, that Expreffion will 
fcarcely abide the Teft of a Angle Query. Have You 
then performed all your Duties, with that ardent 
Love of GOD, and undivided View to his Glory ? 
With that adoring Gratitude to the blefled JESUS, 
and that child-like Dependence on hi? SPIRIT? 
Which the Nature of Things requires, and the 
Scriptures of Truth enjoin ?—If not; your Duties, 
be they moral, or religious, pr both, are far from 
being complete. Nay; they are utterly defective; 
and, for that Peafon, abfolutely inefficient for your 
Jullification. They are clipped or lophiftipated Coin, 
And w>H that be current in the World of Glory ? 

Tber. Allowing them to be deftdive, they are at 
lead Jincere. And though not free from all Alloy, 
yet if they bear the Image and Superfcription of In* 
tegrity, why fliould they be rejeded, as “ reprobate 
** Silver * ?” Why (liquid they not obtain the Cur¬ 
rency, You mention ? 

Jfp. “ Alas;fays a judicious and admired 
Writer—“ The lmperfedions of our bed Services 
“ daily forfeit the Bleffings of Time. How impof- 
“ lible then is it, that the Sincerity of them, amidft 
fo many Frailties and Defeds, (hould purebaft 
** the Glories of Eternity /” 

Tber. Be your W riter ever fo judicious, I can con¬ 
front Him with Others, equally capable of judging, 
and diametrically oppofite in Opinion.—What fays 
(hat wile and brave Man, the Succcfibr of Mofes , and 

Generaliffimo 

f Jer. vi. 30. 
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Generaliffimo of the Armies of Ifraelf Jojhua , I am 
fure, declares Himfelf on my Side. Fear the LORD, 
andfcrve Him in Sincerity *, is his laft folemn Charge 
to the People.—Even the great Apoftle, on a Review 
of his Miniftry, mafces it Matter of Self-gratulation, 
That He had his Converfation in godly Sincerity f. 

Jfp. You have quoted the Charge, delivered by 
the Servant, be pleafed to recoiled the Proteftation, 
made by the Matter : Not for thy Righteoufnejs , fays 
Mofes , or for the Uprightnefs of thy Heart , do ft Thou go 
to pojfcfs their Land J. Even an earthly Canaan was 
not given to the Ifraelitcs , as the Reward of their 
own, either outward Obedience, or inward Sincerity. 
Much lefs can We expert the Kingdom of Immor¬ 
tality, on Account of any Uprightnefs of our Inten¬ 
tions, or Piety of our Adions. 

However, as the Do&rine of Sincerity is the fa¬ 
vourite and the fafhionable Tenet, I will conform 
a little to the Tafte in Vogue. You lhall have no 
Reafon to complain. That I am either a Cynic or a 
Stoic |1.—Let it fuffice Us to be fincere. Only Jet Us 
refer Ourfelves to the Apoftle, for a Defcription of 
this darling Qualification. That Te may be fincere, 
being filled with the Fruits of Righteoufnefs, which are 
by JESUS CHRIST, unto the Praife and Glory 
of GOD §. 

Here are three Properties of acceptable Sincerity. 
—It muft bear Fruits, the Fruits of Righteoufnefs j 
and bear them abundantly, fo that We may be filled 
With them.—The Branch and the Fruits muft derive, 
X 4 that 

* Jolh. xxiv. 14. f 2 Cor. I. 12. J Deut. 
«• S- 

|| The Cynic had no Complaifance, the Stcif was 
quite inflexible. 

§ Phil. i. 10, 11. 
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that its Vigour, thefe their Flavour, and both of them 
their very Being, from the all-fupporting, all-fupply- 
ing Root CHRIST JESUS.— Then, inftead of 
terminating in Self-juftification, they muft redound 
to the Honour of GOD. It is not faid, Thefe 
fhall jujlify You, but thefe fhall glorify your FA¬ 
THER which is in Heaven. 

This Kind of Sincerity, can never be too highly 
efteemed, nor too zealoufly encouraged. But this, 
You will obferve, flows from the Grace of CHRIST 
and ifl'ues in the Glory of GOD. Therefore does 
but very poorly attelt, either the Sufficiency of human 
Ability , to perform good Works; or the Sufficiency 
of human Works., to win the Prize of our High 
Calling. 

Tktr. Do you then exclude all Works ? Will You 
make a mere Nothing, both of our moral Endow¬ 
ments, and of your evangelical Obedience? 

Afp. They are excluded, both the one and the 
other, from all Share in juftifying Us. Yet not by 
me, but by an Authority, to which there can be no 
Objc&ion, from which there lies no Appeal. Speak¬ 
ing of Salvation, thus faith the Wifdom of GOD ; 
Not of Works— 

Ther. Works of the ceremonial Law, I fuppofe. 
Thefe, we all acknowledge, are, under the Chriftian 
Difpenfation, as a Bond canceled, or as an A£t re¬ 
pealed. But fure You will affign a better Office, 
fure You will allow a nobler’ Chara&er, to that 
Courfe of Obedience, which proceeds upon the 
Obligations of Morality; nay more, is regulated 
by the Commands of CHRIST, 
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Afp. St. Paul will allow it no fuch Office, as that 
for which my 7 heron is pleading. Ye are faved, fays 
the Apoftle. Ye are delivered from Wrath, recon¬ 
ciled to GOD, and made Heirs of his Kingdom.— 
How? By Grace , through Faith*. Grace, like a 
magnificent Sovereign, from the Riches of his own 
Bounty, and without any Refpect to human Wor- 
thinefs, confen the glorious Gift. Faith, like an 
indigent Petitioner, with an empty Hand, and 
without any Pretence to perfonal Defert, receives 
the heavenly Bleffing. 

Both Grace and Faith ftand in direfl Oppofition 
to Works; all Works whatever. Whether they be 
Works of the Law, or Wo; ks of the Gofpel: Exer- 
cifes cf the Heart, or Actions of the Life; done in a 
State of Nature, or done under the Influences of the 
SPIRIT; they are all, and every of them, equally 
fet afide in this great Affair. 

Ther. Whence does it appear, that the Bill of 
Exclufion is thus extenfive, or rather quite un¬ 
limited? 

Afp. From the Reafon afligned, and from the 
Caution fuggefted. 

From the Reafon affigned —For We are his Wort- 
manjhip. We Believers. Of Juch Perfons, and of 
their Obedience, the Apoftle is fpeaking .—Created 
in CHR 1 ST JESUS unto good Works. We are 
regenerated, and fpiritually enlivened, not becaufe 
We have performed them, but that We may perform 
them.—Not with any View of being juftified by 
them, but only that We may walk in them ; till We 
receive the End of our Faith, even the Salvation of 
our Souls. 

From 

• Eph. ii. 8 . 
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From the Caution fuggefted— Lejl any Man Jhoukl 
htajh That all Pretence of Glorying may be cut 
off from Man. Cut off from Gentile , from Jew, 
from ChriJIian ; without any Exception, or any Dif¬ 
ference. Which could not be effeded, if either 
moral Virtues, or Mojaic Ceremonies, or evangeli¬ 
cal Duties, were admitted to bear a Part in justify¬ 
ing Sinners.— Lejl any Man Jbould boaji: that the 
whole Honour of obtaining Salvation, may be ap¬ 
propriated to HI M, who hid not his Face front 
Shame and Spitting. And is He not worthy, infi¬ 
nitely worthy, to receive this unrivaled Honour, as 
a Recompence for his unparalleled Humiliation? 

Tier. All our good Works, we allow, are re¬ 
commended by CHR IS T. They prevail for our 
Jollification, only through his Merits. So that We 
ftill depend upon the REDEEMER. And, by 
this means, pay Him the higheft Honour. 

Jfp. Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, 
my dear Friend, You ad like the Perfons, de¬ 
scribed by Ifaiab ; We will eat our own Bread , and 
wear our own Apparel , only let Us be called by thy 
Home*. Whereas, Faith addreffes itfelf to 
CHRIST , in the very Reverfe of this Language j 
Thou hojt Claathing , be Thou our Ruler , and let this 
Ruin be under thy Hand-f. ’Tis thine, ’tis thine 
alone, to retrieve our defperate Affairs, and con¬ 
stitute Us righteous before GOD. 

In Te iota Domus Spes inclinata recumbit. 

Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, You 
rely upon your own pious Ads, and moral Quali¬ 
fications. They, they are your grand Recommen¬ 
dation. 


• Ifai. iv. j. 


f Ifai. iii. 6. 
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Nation. While the Office, configned over to the 
Divine JESUS, is nothing more than to be (as 
it were) Majier of the Ceremonies. He has the Cre¬ 
dit of introducing your fine Accomplifhments, with 
a kind of graceful Air.—But is this an Office fuited 
to his incomparable Dignity ? Was it for this, that 
He bowed the Heavens, and partook of our Na¬ 
ture ? Was it for this , that He became fubjeft to 
the Law, and obedient unto Death ? Only for this, 
that He might ulher in our own Endowments, with 
a Plume and a Scarf?—Surely, Theron, You can 
never entertain fuch low Thoughts of the incarnate 
GOD, and his mediatorial Undertaking. 

Tber. Neither can i entertain fuch low and vili¬ 
fying Thoughts of oyr own virtuous Attainments. 
They diftinguiih Perfons of Eminence and Worth, 
from the fordid Wretch and execrable Villain; juft 
as the noble Faculty of Reafon, diftinguifhes the 
Man from the Brute. 

Afp. To deny good Works the Merit of juftifying 
Us, is very different from vilifying them.—You are 
going to build a new Houfe, Theron. Pray, do You 
intend to hew your Timber, from the flimfy Ten¬ 
drils of the Vine ? 

Tber. No, certainly*. 

Afp. Becaufe You don’t think thofe feeble Shoots 
proper, to form the Beams, and fupport the Roof, 
pf your intended Edifice; do You, therefore, flight 
them, depreciate them, or difallow their Ufefulnefs ? 
—By no means.—They may beautify your Walls, 

with 

• No, eertainly.— Perhaps, it may be worth our while 
to obferve; That this is the Meaning of a very obfolete 
Expreflion, which occurs in our Tranflation of (a* 01 ia) 
l>ukt xvii. 9, l trow not. 5 
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with their ornamental Spread ; and enrich your Def- 
fert, with their delicious Fruit. This is an Office, 
fuitable to the Nature of the Plant: and from this 
it receives fufficient Eftimation, without pretending 
to the Honours of the Oak. 

Virtuous Attainments, I own, are a confiderable 
Diflin£lion, in the prelent State of Things. 4 nd, 
what is a higher Encomium (1 fhall now out-fhoot 
You, in your own Bow) they will diftinguilh the 
true Believer from the hypocritical Profcfl'or, even at 
the great Tribunal.—But let them be content with 
their Province, and not intrude upon the S A V I- 
OUR’s Prerogative. To effect Juftification, be his: 
to diferimnate the Juftified, theirs .—Neither let them 
elate their Pofleffors, with a vain Conceit of them- 
firfves. Who, though they were meek as Mofes , 
holy as Samuel, and wife as Daniel, mull confide in 
nothing, but the boundlefs Mercies of the LORD; 
mull plead nothing, but the infinite Merits of his 
CHRIST. 

This is the Theology, both of the Pfalmijl, and 
of St .Paul. They derive the Bleffednefs promifed 
in Scripture, not from the (hallow Stream of human 
Accomplishments, but from the inexhauftible Ocean 
of divine Grace, Blcjfed is He, who worketh Righ- 
teoufnefs, and abftaineth from Sin, that He may be 
juftified? No fuch Thing is affirmed. But—blefled 
is f|e whefe Unrigbteeufnejfes are forgiven, and whofe 
Sites are covered*. 

Ther. Will Afyafto then, like many of our modern 
Difputants, mutilate the holy Word? Induftrioufly 
difplay, what feems to (Irengthen his Argument; but 
artfully fecrete, what tends to overthrow his Scheme ? 

How 

* Pfal. xxxii. i. Rom. iv. 7. 
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How could You forget, or why fliould You fupprefs, 
the following Claufe ? And in wboje Spirit there is m 
Guile. —Was You afraid, it would demolifli your 
Opinion j and point out an upright, honejl Mind, as 
the Caufe of this Bleflednefs ? 

Afp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any fuch 
groundlefs Apprehenfions; and equally far from all 
fuch delufory EJefigns. Shall I talk deceitfully for 
GOD*? His facred Caufe can never need it; and 
his exalted Majefty infinitely difdains it. No: I 
would condemn my Tongue to eternal Silence, ra¬ 
ther than fpeak a Syllable, either to conceal, or dif- 
guife the Truth. 

Moft readily We will admit the Sentence You 
mention: In whofe Spirit there is no Guile. It is ex i- 
dent from the Context , That thefe Words are not 
deferiptive of an unblameable Pcrfon, in whofe Heart 
and Converfation there is no Iniquity; but of a pe¬ 
nitent Sinner, whofe Mouth freely coufejfes the Ini¬ 
quity of them both. Confefl'es, without any Re- 
ferve, or the leaft Attempt to palliate.—Which, 
inftead of invalidating, corroborates my Argument. 
Since, according to your own Allegation, the higheft 
Merit confifts, in a free Acknowledgment of Sin, or 
a total Renunciation of all Worthinefs. 

Ther. When We add Confeffion, and join Repen¬ 
tance, to all our other Works. When We lament 
our Deficiencies, and implore Forgivenefs. Surely, 
this muft be available with a merciful G OD, and 
cannot but entitle Us to the Happinefs of Heaven. 

Afp. How ftrange does it found, at leaft in my 
Ears, for poor, miferable, guilty Creatures, to talk 
of entitling themfelves to the Happinefs of Heaven, 

by 


* Job xiii. 7. 
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by any Deeds of their own f When it is owing 
wholly to G O D’s rich forbearing Mercy , that they 
have not, long ago, been tranfmitted to Hell: 
owing wholly to G O D’s free preventing Grace, 
that they are, at any Time, enabled to think a good 
Thought. 

But not to enlarge upon this Confideration.—I 
would afk, Whether thofe penitential Exercifes were 
attended with a hearty Deteftation of Sin, and an 
utter Abhorrence of the Sinner ?—If they were j 
You would then renounce Yourfelf univerfally. 
You would never think of placing the leaft Depen¬ 
dence on any Thing of your own; nay, You would 
even lothe Yourfelf in your own Sight*.—If they were 
not ; then your very Repentance falls fhort, and is 
to be repented of. It is as if One came to the Prefs- 
fat , to draw out fifty Vejfels , and there were but 
twenty f. It is, if I may continue the Prophet’s 
Metaphor, the fcant Meafure; which , in this your 
fpiritual Traffic, as well as in the Affairs of fecular 
Commerce, is abominable %. 

Or, fhould your Repentance be without a Failure, 
and without a Flaw; I muft ftill fay to my Friend, 
as our LORD replied to the young Ruler; One 
Thing thou lackefl. In all thefe Adts of Humiliation, 
You have only taken Shame to Yourfelf. Whereas, 
a Righteoufnefs is wanting, which may magnify the 
Law, and make it honourable.—Should GOD, 
without infilling upon this, pardon and reward, He 
would not a& according to his glorious Character } 
nor be, at once, a jufi GOD , and a SAVIOTJR |[. 
—And if You can find this Righteoufnefs, either in 

the 

* Ezek. xxxvl. 31. f Hag. ii. 16. t Mic. vi. 10. 
H Ifai. xlv. zi. , 



DIALOGUE VII. 319 

the Depth, or in the Height above ; in any Perfon or 
any Objeft, fave only in the Obedience and Death 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, I rctraft 
whatever I have advanced. 

Ther. A Preacher, and an Author, have lately af- 
fured Us; That We are to be “ accepted of G OD, 
“ and faved by our own Obedience.’.’—Another has 
told Us ; “ That a Chriftian may fecure to Himfelf 
“ everlafting Happinefs by his own Obedience.”— 
If thefe Things are true, I need not fcruple to repeat 
iny Affertion, and adhere to my Opinion; That 
our own Duties, efpecially when accompanied with 
Repentance, are a real and proper Foundation for 
Life eternal. 

Afp. If thefe Things are true, the Apoftle Paid 
was under a great Miftake; when, treating of 
CHRIST and his Merits, He ventured to aflert; 
Other Foundation can no Man lay , fave that which it 
laid, even JESUS CHRIST*. And the Apof¬ 
tle Peter (to fpeak in the fofteft Terms) forgot what 
He was about, when He fo confidently averred; 
There is no other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby We mujl be faved .—But the real 
Truth is, fuch Preachers and fuch Authors darken, 
if not extinguifh, the Grace of CHRIST. And 
we are as much obliged to them, for their Service; 
as if they had attempted to fow up the Veil, that 
was rent in twain ; and to {hut the Holy of Holies , 
which was opened by our RE D E E M E R’s Death. 

Ther. If You will not credit either of our modern 
Preachers, I can produce a Decifion, made by one 
of the moft antient and authoritative Synods ; Then 
hath GOD alfo to the Gentiles granted Repentance unto 

Life. 


* 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
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Life *.—Repentance unto Life, is their unanimous 
V oice, and my unexceptionable Voucher. 

Afp. I can eafily guefs the Aflembly, to which 
You refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable 
Name of a Synod. It confifted of fome Judaizing 
Converts, They that were of the Circumcifton. Who 
adhered, with a tenacious and bigottcd Zeal, to 
the Mofaic Rites.—However, though I might fcruple 
my Theron’s Appellation, I readily acquiefce in their 
Determination. 

It is not faid, Thofe Gentiles were penitent, and 
therefore GOD granted them Life. This Ihould 
have been the Language of the Aflembly, in order 
to eftablifh my Friend’s Way of Thinking.—On 
the contrary, they were dead in Sin. GOD, of 
his free Goodnefs, granted them Repentance* 
Which is both the Beginning, and a fubftantial 
Part of true Life: even of that Life, which is 
founded on Juftification, is carried on by Samplifi¬ 
cation, and completed in Glory. 

I would farther obferve; That Repentance is a 
Turning of the Heart. And, when it is Repentance 
unto Life, it is a Turning of the Heart from every 
other Objedt, to the great and foie Fountain of Good, 
CHR 1 ST JES US t-—Were Men Slaves to Sen- 
fuality? When they repent, they are turned to 
CHRIS T t for refined Defires and heavenly Af- 
fedtions. Were they wont to confide in themfelves, 
and their own Works ? As foon as they truly re¬ 
pent, they turn to CHRIST for a bettei; Righ- 
teoufnefs j and, thereby, for everlafting Acceptance 
with GOD.—In fhort j they turn from every falfe 
Confidence, as well as from every evil Way. Afhur 

Jhall 

• Adis xi. 18. f Adis xix. 4. 
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/hall not fave us., is their fixed Refolution. They 
Jook, not to their own Tears or Humiliation ; not 
to their own Duties or Graces; but they look for the 
Mercy of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, unto 
eternal Life *. 

Thcr. Suppofe, it fhould be wrong, to expert fuch 
a vaft Reward, as the inconceivable Glories of Hea¬ 
ven, on Account of our own Duties : Yet, to fet 
them wholly afide; to allow them no Influence at all j 
not fo much as the leaf Co-operation, in turning the 
Scale; this is an Excefs on the other Hand. If the 
former is Prcfumpiion, the latter is Fanaticifm . 

Afp. When Lord B - n was fhewn a famous 

Quadrangle in Oxford , viewing one Side, He cried 
out with Rapture ; “ Surely, I am in Italy, All 
“ is fo graceful and delicate !” Viewing the other 
Side, He acknowledged with Regret; “ I am cer- 
“ tainly in England. All is fo coarfe and heavy !” 
-—When I fee the New Teftament in every one’s 
Hand, and read the Articles of our public Faith, I 
am ready to fanfy myfelf in one of the pure reformed. 
Churches. But when I hear the Difcourfe of fe- 
rious People, and examine their Sentitnents, I am 
forced to confefs my Miftake. I cannot but ima¬ 
gine, that I am among the backfliding Churches of 
Galatia. 

Tber. Why among the Churches of Galatia P 

Afp. Becaufe they, like the Generality of modern 
Chriftians, confidered the Work and Righteoufnefs 
of CHRIST, as too weak or fcanty a Bottom, 
whereon to ftand before GOD. They fufpe&cd 
it, as a Man would fufpeft the Propofal, to venture 
Himfelf on the Waves of the Ocean, in a Balket of 
V 0 L. I. Y Rufhes, 

* Jude 21. 
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Rulhes. They could not bear to think, that all 
their Duties, Services, and Performances of the 
Law, Ihould be utterly fet at nought. Should have 
no Influence at all, in turning the Scale—But does 
the Apoftle approve their Saying ? No; He declares, 
this their Way was their Folly. 

You are pleafed to mention Fanaticifm. A Word, 
which I do not thoroughly underftand. Neither is 
it of much Significancy, to enter upon the Difqui- 
fition of an obnoxious Term. I would only main¬ 
tain ; That, on Us unworthy Sinners, whatever is 
bellowed by the righteous GOD; is bellowed, 
not as a Debt * to our Works, but as the Donation 
of pure Grace. And if this be Fanaticifm, I plead 
guilty to the Charge. I glory in my Shame. 

Ther. I think, it is fufficiently of Grace; if We 
acknowledge good Works, to be wrought by the 
Affiftance of the Divine SPIRIT; and then ad¬ 
mitted, together with our SAVIOUR’S Merits, 
as a Recommendation to the divine Favour. 

AJp. The Pharifae could make his Acknowledge¬ 
ments, for the divine Affiftance. GOD, 1 thank 
Thee , was his Language. Yet, this did not exempt 
Him from the Charge of Pride , nor fecure Him from 
the Sin of Boajling. —Befides; if good Works are 
wrought by the Operation of the Divine SPIRIT, 
they draw a Bill upon our Gratitude, not upon the 
Bank of Heaven. They render Us the obliged , not 
the deferving Party. To think or teach other wife, is 

errant 

* Bejlowed as a Debt, is, I moil allow, fomewhat like 
Jargon. But, perhaps. Jargon and Inctnfifteney, may not 
be without their Propriety in this Place. As they tend to 
ihew the Genius of that Doftrine which would connect 
fuch contradictory Ideas. 
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errant Popery *, however it may lurk under a Veil 
of Protefiantifm. 

You bring to my Mind a memorable Story.—Two 
Perfons were traveling together, in the Defarts of 
Arabia. The one utterly unarmed; the Other wore 
a Sword, and carried a Mufket. As the Place was 
exceedingly dangerous, the latter, felicitous for 
the Safety of his Companion, makes Him a Prefent 
of his Fire-arms.—Which was no fooner done, than 
a Lion efpies them, and advances fiercely towards 
them. The foremoft difcharges his Piece, and 
wounds their horrid Aggreflbr. The Wound, nei¬ 
ther killing, nor difabling, only enrages the Mon- 
iter. He feizes the unfortunate Markfman, and is 
upon the Point to tear Him Limb from Limb. His 
Fellow-traveler flies to his Succour; fnatchcs up 
the Carbine, which dropt from the other’s Hand; 
and fells the ravenous Beall to the Ground. Then, 
drawing his Sword, flabs him to the Heart, and 
refcues his Friend. 

The Lion thus flain, they take off the Skin. 
Which, He who flew the lordly Savage, claims as 
his own. “ No, fays his grateful Friend, as You 
“ did Part of the Execution with my Weapon, I 
“-infill upon Half of the lhaggy Spoil. I expedl 
“ Satisfaction likewife for the Lofs of my Piece, 
“ which You broke in the Encounter.”—To ob- 
Y a tain 

* Good Works, fays a Champion for the Church of 
Rome, are Mercatura Regni cceleflis, the Price We pay, or 
the Commodity We barter, for the Kingdom of Heaven.— 
Another Zealot of the fame Communion declares; Coe. 
lam gratis non accipiam, It Jhall never be faid, that I re¬ 
ceive Eternal Life, merely as a Matter of Alms.— So /peaks 
He! But, bleifed be GOD, We have not fo learned 
CHRIST. 
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tain both. He commences a Law-fuit againft that 
generous Affociate, who not only gave Him the 
Weapon, but faved the Profecutor from the very 
Jaws of Deftru&ion. 

Ther. Truly, if I had been Judge, I fhould, with¬ 
out any Hefitation, have determined fuch a Caufe. 
Inftead of Cojls and Damages for my Plaintiff, I 
fhould have tranfmitted the difingenuous, fhamelefs 
Wretch to the Pillory. 

Afp. I believe, all the World would applaud your 
Sentence.—Only be pleafed to remember, that the 
Procedure, on which You fojuftly animadvert, is the 
very Pifture of our exceflive Unreafonablenefs ; If 
We prefume to write ourfelves Creditors, and the 
Divine BEING Debtor; becaufe, He has deli¬ 
vered Us from the Bondage of Corruption, and 
enabled Us to perform the Duties of Godlinefs *. 

Therein paufed; as fomewhat ftruck by the Repre- 
fentation. After a fhort Interval, Afpafio refumed 
the Difcourfe. 

Believe me, my dear Friend, Salvation, both in 
the Root and all its Branches, is entirely of Grace. 
Or elfe believe me, for the many cogent Teftimonies 
of Scripture; which moft circumftantially afeertain 
this fundamental Truth. 

Ther. Pray, let me afk, What is the exact Mean¬ 
ing of Grace ? 

Afp. The firft and principal Meaning, that which 
I have all along had my Eye upon, in our prefent 
Conference, is, The Favour and Kindnefs of GOD; 
infinitely rich, and infinitely free; entirely detached 
from all Sugpofition of human Worth, and abfo- 

lutely 

* jM r,Sri ra; xalafid'Strlf; td; 

KfiCita;. Chryfeft. 
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lutely independent on any fuch Thing, as human 
Goodtjefs.-—This is the great Origin and Bafts of 
our Salyation. Not like a Fringe of Gold, border¬ 
ing the Garment; not like an Embroidery of Gold, 
decorating the Robe; but like the Mercy-Seat of 
the ancient Tabernacle, which was Gold—pure 
Gold-all Gold throughout. 

Election is of Grace : Having predominated Us unto 
the Adoption of Children., not on Account of human 
Worthinefs, but according to the good Pleafure of his 
Will*. —Equally gratuitous is our effectual Voca¬ 
tion : GOD hafh called Us with an holy Callings not 
according to our Works , but according to his PiirpoJ’e and 
Grace Faith, with all its precious Fruits, is 
owing to the fame Caufe : He helped them much , 
who believed through Grace J.—From hence fprings 
fu/lifcation, together with all its attendant Privi¬ 
leges : Being juJUficd freely by his Grace || .—This is 
the Origin of Regeneration , and every living Prin¬ 
ciple of Godlinefs : Of his own Will begat He Us by 
the JVord of Truth The Confummation of Blifs 
Y 3 flows 

* Eph. i. 5. f 2 Tim. i. 9. J Adis xviii. 27. 

|( Rom. iii. 24. Aupeau ro avln %*pili. One of thefc Words 
might have ferved, to convey the A pottle’s Meaning. 
But, He doubles his Aflertlon ; in order to give Us the 
fulleftConvidtion of the Truth, and to imprefs Us with a 
Sen fe of its peculiar Importance .-Freely,by iiisGrace. 
—Is it poilible to find out a Form of Speech, that fhould 
more abfolutely exclude all Confideration of our own 
Works and Obedience s Or that Ihould more emphatically 
aferibe the Whole of our Justification to free, uninflu¬ 
enced, fovereign Goodnefs ?—To find an Expreflion, 
snore forcible for the Purpofe, will puzzle Invention itfclf. 
But this Expreflion We find ufed, again and again, by the 
facred Writer, H iuptet et x“p*h, Rom. v. 15. Tit%ttpflos 
uj Ti-,t SWfjaK, Rom. v. 17. 

$ Jam. i. 18. 
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flows from the fame all-fupplying Source : The Gift 
tf GOD is eternal Life * : It is, in every Refpedl, 
a Gift; not only without, but contrary to, all De- 
fert of ours.—So that the Foundation is laid in the 
Riches of Grace: the Superitru&ure is reared by 
the Hand of Grace: and when the Top-ftone is 
brought forth, when our Felicity is completed in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, the everlafting Acclama¬ 
tion will be, Grace, Grace unto it t f 

This is that glorious Gofpel, which human Learn¬ 
ing could never have difcovered j which carnal Rea- 
fon cannot underftand j which the Envy of the De¬ 
vil, and the Pride of Man, will always oppofe. But 
which, to the poor convinced Sinner, is the very 
Perfe&ion of Wifdom. Efteemed, as the Joy of his 
Heart; embraced, as the Rock of his Hopes. 

Th’er. What fay You to the Opinion, which Oura¬ 
nius fo ftrenuoufly maintains ? That We are juftifled 
not by the Merits of C HR 1 ST imputed to Us, but 
by CHRIST himfelf formed in our Hearts. And 
Ouranius is none of your proud or carnal People. 
His Writings are remarkable for their ftridl Piety, 
and his Life is as exemplary as his Principles. 

Afp. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do 
with the Perfons of Men, but with the Truths of 
the Gofpel. Ouranius, though eminently devout, 
may be miftaken. And, if this is his Way of 
Thinking, He quite mifapprehends the Dodtrinc 
of Grace. 

What is written in the Oracles of Scripture ? The 
LORD jujlifieth the Ungodly What is implied 

in 

% 

* Rom. vi. 23. Xetpivjw*; Which is a more expreffive 
Word than iaftfta, and conveys the Idea off reef Favour. 

Zech. iv. 7. X Rom. iv. 5. 
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in the Maxim of Ouranius ? HE juftifieth the Hely, 
the Heavenly, the Chrift-like.— A Man is juftified 
by Faith *, fays the Secretary of Heaven. He is 
juftified by Works, fays the Pen of Ouranius : only 
let them be Works of a fuperior Order j fuch as are 
internal, fpiritual, and wrought by the Operation 
of CHRIST on the Soul.—According to this No¬ 
tion, every One is juftified by his own Love, his 
own Purity, his own Zeal. Whereas, an unerring 
Writer has moft folemnly declared, That by one 
Man's Obedience Many , many Myriads of Sinners, 
even all the redeemed World, jhall be made righ¬ 
teous f. 

This Notion, I think, is Legalifm in its greateft 
Subtilty, or higheft Refinement. It difannuls the 
Merit oi CHRISTi it vacates all Imputation ; and 
makes our Salvation to confift wholly in the Work of 
Sanctification. Againft which, if You remember, I 
entered my Proteft, in one of our % firft Conferences. 
And now having ventered to animadvert on the Te¬ 
nets of Others, it may reafonably be expe&ed, that 
I fhould give an Account of my own Faith.—“ I 
“ am pardoned ; I am accepted before GOD; or 

in other Words, I am juftified; not becaufe 
“ CHRIST has put his Laws into my Mind, but 
** ihed his Blood for my Sins : not becaufe I myfelf 
“ am enabled to walk in all godly Converfation, but 
“ becaufe the LORD JESUS has fulfilled all 
<c Righteoufnefs as my Surety 

Ther. I am for neither of the Extremes. The 
middle Way is moft eligible. This is what found 
Y 4 Senfe 

* Rom. v. 1. f Rom. v. 19. J See 

Dialogue II, pag. 63. 
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Senfe approves, and the facred Syftem authorizes. 
Whofo bclieveth on me, fays our LORD in one 
Place, Jhall not perifh , hut floall have everlajling Life *. 
Blejfed , adds HE in another, are they , who do his 
Commandments ; that they may have a Right to the Tree 
of Life; and may enter in, through the Gates, into the 
City f- 

Conformably to thefe Texts of Scripture, I would 
neither rejefl: our REDEEMER’S Merits, nor 
repudiate good Works. As this fhady Tree, and 
tbefe cooling Breezes, unite their Properties, to ren¬ 
der our Situation agreeable; fo thofe two Caufes, 
adding in Conjundtion, exalt Us to the Favour of 
GOD, and conftitute Us Heirs of Heaven.—GOD 
himfelf has joined them. And 1 muft urge my Re- 
monftrance in our LORD’S own Words, What 
GOD hath joined together, let not Man put afunder. 

Jtfp. Would You then make Impotence itfelf a Co¬ 
adjutor with Omnipotence ?—Does this humble the 
Sinner? Does this exalt the SAVIOUR?—No: 
it is a molt injurious Infringement of his mediatorial 
Dignity. Inftead of excluding, it evidently intro¬ 
duces Boafting. In confequence of fuch a Scheme, 
it would be faid by the Inhabitants of the heavenly 
World; “ Thanks to our bleffed REDEEMER 
“ for this Happinefs ! Yet not to Him only, but to 
“ our own Righteoufnefs alio.” 

Can You imagine, that the Obedience of CHRIST, 
is infufficient to accomplifh our Juftification ? Muft its 
Efficacy be reinforced by the Acceffion of our Works ? 
-—And what are thefe Works of curs ? That they 
fhould enhance the Value, the immenfe Value, of 
*mr REDEEMER’S! — Mamed, tarnijhed, worm- 

5 eaten 

* John iii. 15. t Rev. xxii. 14. 
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eaten .Things. Eaten by the Worms of Self-feeking, 
Self-admiring, Self-love: Tarnifhed by athoufand 
Vanities : Maimed by ten thoufand Negligences.— 
To join thefe in Commiflion, with our Divine MAS- 
T E R’s Righteoufnefs would be infinitely more 
Jifgraceful, than to tack the Beggar’s Rag on the 
Monarch’s Robe. Would be altogether as neecl/tfs t 
as to dream of augmenting the Sea, by the Drops 
of our Bucket. 

Tber. JVorm-eaten ! What Reafon have You to 
reprefcnt our ACts of Obedience under this fordid 
and ftiameful Image ? 

Afp. I thought, You could hardly brook this dif- 
paraging Expreffion. It is fomewhat like petty Trea~ 
fan again# the Dignity of Man. My Reafons I inuft 
beg Leave to poftpone, till fome other Opportunity 
offers. Then, if You plcafc. We will give the 
Caufe a full Hearing. 

At prcfent, to make amends for this vile Slander, 
I will fuppofc your Woiks to have no Defect; nay, 
to have all the Perfection, which You yourfelf could 
wifh.—Will You glory, on this Account?—You are 
too mode#, I am fure, to avow or patronize fuch a 
PraCtice. Yet, if we fay or think, concerning any 
Attainments of our own, “ This is the Ground, on 
“ which I expeCt to efcape Condemnation, and in- 
“ herit LifeWe do, in the mod offenfive , though 
not in the moft explicit Manner, glory *. 

Or, 

* Omnis Caufa Jufitiee IS Salutis rjl Materia IS Objec¬ 
tion xav^ya-iiif. Unde Apoftolui : NamJi Abraham ex Ope- 
ribusjujhficatuseft, Vitrinc. i. e. What¬ 

ever is the Cauie of Righteoufnefs and Salvation, is a 
real and proper Foundation for Glorying. Therefore the 
Apoftleacknowledges, If Abraham <werejufifedby Works t 
bath whereof to glory, Rom. iv. 2. 



330 DIALOGUE VII. 

Or, will You reckon, that thefe Services, becaufe 
faultlefs, are, in any Degree, meritorious ? Let us 
hear our LORD’S Decifion in the Cafe. When ye 
have done not fome only, but all thofe Things which 
are commanded You —And where is the Man, or what 
Is his Name, who, in any Nation or in any Age, 
has done all that is commanded l 

Where Jhall I find Him ? Angels tell me where ? 

Shall I fee Glories beaming from his Brow ? 

Or trace his Footjleps by the rifing Flow’rs ? 

Yet even in fuch a Cafe, if all this were performed, 
what ihall We fay? We are no better than unprofit¬ 
able Servants: We have done nothing more, than what 
was our indifpenfible Duty to do *. And have, on 
this Footing, juft the fame Claim to Honours and 
Rewards, as the Negro Slave, after the Difpatch of 
his Daily Bufinefs, has upon the Eftate or the Wealth 
of an American Planter. 

Ther> But what fay You to thofe Paflages of 
Scripture, which I have quoted. You have given 
them a Hearing, but no Anfvver. 1 'hey, I do inftft 
upon it, exprefly ajjert a Co-operation of CHRIST’S 
Merit, and of our own Works, in the Bufinefs of 
Salvation. By which Co-operation, the Law and 
the Gofpel are preferved diftindt, Each has its pro¬ 
per Oflic£ allotted, and to each its proper Honour 
is afligned. 

Afp. I fhould rather fay} By this your Co-opera¬ 
tion, the Law and the Gofpel are confounded. 
Each is dilhonoured} nay more, each is deftroyed. 
When You mingle a White with a Black Liquid, 

what 


* Luke xvii. 10. 
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what is the Refult ? Is either of the Colours heigh¬ 
tened, or either of them preferved ?—If my Com¬ 
panion feems low or inadequate, let me borrow an 
Illuftration from our great Philofopher, Neuitcn, 
He fomewhere mentions a fine Red, and a beautiful 
Azure; which, when mixed, produce no Colour 
at all. The Tranfparency and the Glow, which 
each, in a State of Separation, pofieiTed j are, upon 
their Coalition, loft. Such would be the Effe< 9 t of 
my Friend’s unfcriptural Connexion, 

Unfcriptural! No, replies Tberon. It is the very 
Language of Scripture. It is afterted in the Book 
of Revelation j Blejfed are they, that do his Command¬ 
ments.,—T rue. But wherefore are they blefted ?—* 
Becaufe, the Obedience of Faith is attended with 
a real Bleffednefs on Earth. This Man Jhall he 
blejfed, in his Doing * : not for, but in f his Per¬ 
formance of religious and moral Duties.—Becaufe, 
the Obedience of Faith demonftrates our Title, to 
eternal Bleflednefs in Heaven. It is, though not 
the Purchafe, yet the Evidence of our Right to the 
Tree of Life. 

All 


* Jam. i. 26. 

f EN rn wo wh to via. IN his Doing. How exadt is 
the Language of Scripture! Perfedlly exadl, amidft the 
greateft Simplicity. It has all the Accuracy of Logic, 
without any of its Subtilty.—See another Inftance of the 
fame Diftin&nefs, on the very fame Subjeft, Pfal. xix. 
11 .IN keeping of them there IS (not, for keeping the di¬ 
vine Commandments, there Jhall be) great Reward— 
Let us ftudy and examine the facred Language; fift its 
Expreffions, and weigh their Import. So fliall We be, 
as one of its infpired Authors moil emphatically fpeaks, 
Thnaihv/Afni weyo uxgoGuut} Injlruiied, not in the Grofs 
only, but with the utmofi Precifion and Accuracy. 
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All this I acknowledge. But where, I befeech 
You, does the Scripture join the Obedience of 
CHRIST and the Obedience of Man, as mutually 
conducive to the Juftification of a Sinner ?—The 
Scripture utterly difavows fuch a Copartnerfhip. It 
a Herts, what our Homily exprefles; “ Surely, there 
“ can be no Work of any mortal Man (be He never 
“ fo holy) that {hall be coupled jn Merit with 
CHRIST’S moft hply A£t*.”—-The Scripture 
fleadily and invariably declares; that, in this greatefl: 
pf Tranfattions, CHRIST is not an AccdTary, 
but the Principal; nay, that He is all. Be it 
Jcnown unto Ton, Men and Brethren , that through this 
illuftrious and exalted PERSON -f, is preached 
unto You the Forgivenefs of Sins : and by Him all that 
believe are jujiified from all Things.—Through this 
PERSON ; who, without iny Partner or Co-ad- 
jutor, purged our Sins.— By Hint-, not by Him, 
and our Works jointly; but by Him folely. No 
ether Adtion, no other Agent, concurring in any 
Degree. This was typefied by the High-Prieft; 
when, on the folemn Day of Expiation, He went 

into 

* Homily on Good-Friday. 

•f- jfclsx iii. 38. Through this Man.— I think, the Word 
Han flattens the Period, and diminilhes the Dignity of 
the Sentiment. 1 1 (hould rather be left in the native and 
noble Ambiguity of thp Original; Six. ruin, through this 
Per/on. That the Reader’s Imagination may be per¬ 
mitted to work; and have Room to add. This more than 
mortal, this divine Perfon. 

There is the fame improper Precilion in our Tranfla- 
fion, when the Difciples are reprefented as crying out; 
IV bat Manner of Man is this ! The Greek is beautifully 
indeterminate, ctoIsmto; «lo;; What Manner of Perfon? Is 
HeaMan? Or more than a Man? The Turn of Thought, 
feems to be like that fine Compliment in Virgil; 

. . Nee Vox Hominem fonat ; 0 Dea certe ! 
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into the Tabernacle alone ; and made the figurative 
Atonement, without any AfTociate *.— From all 
Things ; by HIM they are wholly , as well as folely : 
juftified. Freed from every Charge, whether bf 
Omiffion or Commiflion; and rendered, not in part 
only, but completely acceptable. 

- To HIM We owe 

ALL our Deliverance-, and to None but HIM\. 

I hope, therefore, You will no longer confider the 
fupremely excellent JESUS , as a partial Caufe of 
our Juftification.—What would be the Confequence, 
if the Perfon, who is walking by yonder River, Ihould 
fix one Foot on the folid Rank, and place another 
on the fluid Stream ? 

Ther. He mull unavoidably fall. 

Afp. And what fays our unerring Inftru&or, to 
thole double-minded Galatians ; who could not be¬ 
lieve themfelves fafe and complete, in the Merits of 
CHRIST alone: but mull be feeking fomeother 
Foundation, on which to repofe a Share at lead of 
their Confidence? He fays; and they are awful 
Words; they call for my Thcron's mod ferious Re¬ 
gard ; Te are fallen from Grace t, from the Truth 
and Purity of free Juflification. 

Let me entreat my Friend, to beware of this Error. 
I think, it is the prevailing Error of our Times; and 
fo much the more dangerous, becaufe it is fomewhat 
fpecious.—-To pour Contempt upon the blefled JE¬ 
SUS, with the Libertines and Deijls, would be 
Ihocking to a Mind, that retains the lead Reverence 

for 

* Levit. xvi. j 7. 

J Gal. v. 4. 


f Mn, ton, Book III, 
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for facred Things. Entirely to fet aftde the meri¬ 
torious Efficacy of his Undertaking, with the Arians 
and Socinians , would be afflictive to a Conference, 
that is imprefied with the leaft Senfe of Sin. 
Whereas, to eredt our Merits on the Foundation 
of CHRIST’S ; to be found in his, yet not re¬ 
nounce our own Righteoufnefs j this is both plaufible 
to our Reafon, and pleafing to our Vanity. This 
feems to honour the Divine SAVIOUR, even 
while it gratifies human Pride.—But this is an egre¬ 
gious Falfhood, and cannot ftand. This is an 
abominable Idol, and mufl be laid in the Duft. 
C HR JS T, like the real Mother of the Child, will 
have the whole, or none*; the whole —unjhared— 
unrivaled—undimnijhed Glory of our Salvation. 

Let me once again entreat my dear Theron , to be¬ 
ware of this Error. It is the main Pillar in the Ro¬ 
man Herefy, and the Mafter-policy of the Popijh 
Machiavilians f* “ CHRIST hath merited, that 
“ We may merit,” is their grand Maxim, and their 
grand Dclufion. Hence come their Penances and 
their Pilgrimages; hence the hypocritical Mortifi¬ 
cations of Some, and the extravagant Aufterities of 
Others: this enriches their Shrines, and fills their 
Cloyfters. And to thofe Seminaries of Superftition, 
let it be baniflied, let it be confined .—There let them 
raife their Scaffolding, and try to enlarge the Di- 
menfion of the Skies. There let them kindle their 
Flambeaus, and attempt to increafe the Luftre of 
the Sun. When they have effe&ed this eajier Talk, 

then 


> # i Kings iii. 26. 

f Man cannot make Himfelf righteous, neither in 
Part, nor in the Whole. - To affirm this, is the greateft 
Arrogancy and Prefumption, that Antithrift could fet up 
againft GOD. Homily on Salvation, Part II. 
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then will We Protejlants follow their Example, 
and adopt their Syftern. Then will We alfo think 
of adding our own Righteoufnefs, by way of Sup¬ 
plement to the Dignity and Efficacy—the tranf- 
cendent Dignity and infinite Efficacy — of our 
LORD’S. 

Ther. If We are juftified wholly by our LORD’* 
Righteoufnefs; if nothing need be added, if nothing 
can be added to its all-comprehending Fulnefs; what 
will become of the generally received Opinion— 
That CHRIST obtained for Us only a PoJJibility 
of being faved ; or put Us into a Capacity of ac¬ 
quiring Salvation? 

flfp. It will be difcountcnanced and overthrown } 
as extremely difhonourablc to the REDEEMER, 
and no lefs uncomfortable to the Redeemed. When 
CHRIST procured our Pardon, and recovered our 
Title to Life; it was all his own Doing ; all his 
own Acquifition. Of the People there was none with 
Him *; none of their Works, none of their Endea¬ 
vours, to co-operate as a fubordinate Caufe, under 
any Shape, or in any Degree whatever. 

Hear his own Teftimony; I have fmijhed the Work , 
which Thou gavejl me to do +. Should You want an 
Explication of thefe Words, 1 refer You to the 
pomment of an Apoftle. He, that is JESUS 
CHRIST, has obtained eternal Redemption for Us\, 
This was his Work, and it is fully executed. He 
las, He has, obtained eternal Redemption. So 
that nothing remains for Sinners, but to receive the 
purchafed BlefFednefs, and to live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the LOR D. 

This 

* Ifai. Ixiii. 6. + John xvii. 4. t Hob. 

ix. 12. 

4 
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This Truth is written, as with a Sun-beam, Jrt 
the Pages of the Gofpel; and founds as with a Voice 
of Thunder, in the Songs of Heaven. Salvation to 
our GOD , they cry, that fittcih upon the Throne , and 
to the LAMB*. Thofe Saints in Glory, aferibe 
the Whole— the TVholc of their Salvation they aferibe, 
to the Grace of GOD, and to the Blood of the 
LAMB. 

Thcr. Have not many of our moft learned Divines 
reprefented Faith, Obedience, and Repentance, as 
the Terms of Acceptance? CHRIST, according to 
this Account, procured not the Blefling itfelf, but 
only the Grant of eafier Conditions , on which it may 
be enjoyed. 

Afp. What fays that fublimc BEING, who 
gives the moft learned Divines all their Wifdom? 
My righteous Servant Jball jufify many f. Not pave 
the Way, or adjuft the Preliminaries, but difpatch 
the very Bufinefs ; fall jujlify. —What fays that in¬ 
fallible Author, from whole Writings all Divines 
ought to derive their Dctftrines ? CHRIST hath 
perfected for ever them that are fantYified J. He has 
done all that was neceflary for their Pardon, their 
Peace with GOD, and their everlafting Felicity. 
Othcrvvifc, He were not a complete SAVIOUR. 
He would not five to the uttermojl ||, if, executing 
fome Part only of the grand Undertaking, He left 
other Parts to be performed by his People. 

The Terms of Acceptance, for fallen and rebel¬ 
lious Man, were, A full Satisfaction § to the divine 

Juft ice, 

* Rev. vii. to.' f Ifai. liii. 11. J Heb. x. 14* 
|j Heb. vii. 8. 

§ A full Satisfaction ; for a Proof of this Point, fee 
Dial. III. IV. 
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Juftice, and a complete Conformity * to the divine 
Law. Thefe, impracticable by Us, were configned 
over to CHRIST. By Him they were thoroughly 
accompliflied; and by this Accomplilhment of them. 
He merited for us all Bleffings. Among others. He 
merited the Gift of Faith, the Grace of Repentance, 
and Ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangelical 
Obedience. Thefe therefore are but improperly 
called the Terms, which are really conftituent Parts 
of our Salvation. 

To fum up all in a Word—The whole Tenour 
of Revelation fliews, that there are but two Me¬ 
thods, whereby any of the human Race can be juf- 
tified.—Either by a perfect Obedience to the Law, 
in their oivn Perfons; and then the Reward is of 
Debt f.—Or elfe, becaufe the Surety of a better Co¬ 
venant has fatisfied all Demands in their Stead j 
and then the Reward is of Grace.—There is no 
trimming or reconciling Expedient. — You may 
choofe either of the two j but no third is propol'ed 
or allowed. 

Ther. Was there not a different Method of Salva¬ 
tion, for the antient People of GOD ? 

Afp. None, Theron, In the State of primitive In- 
nocency, a perfetl and perfevering Obfervance of the 
divine Command, was the Condition of Salvation j 
or rather, of Life and Immortality J. When, by 

the 

* A complete Conformity, for the Illufiration of this 
Truth, fee Dial. VIII, iX. 

f Rom. iv. 4. PaSional Debt; founded on the Obli¬ 
gation of the Covenant, not fpringing from any Wortli 
in the Obedience. 

% Afpafio makes a Diftin&ion in this Place, between 
Salvation and Lift eternal. The former is, ftri&ly Ijpeak- • 

V o t, 1. Z ing. 



33 8 d r a t o o v E vir. •• - 
the firft grand ^Apoftacy, this Condition became 
impoffible ; a free Pardon, and gracious Acceptance, 
through the bleffed JESUS, were fubftituted in its 
Stead. Which Oeconomy, like a Fountain of Life, 
was opened ; when GOD promifed the Seed of the 
Woman, to bruifc the Serpent’s Head *. —It ran, like 
a falutary Rivulet, through the Antediluvian World 
—Continued its Progrefs, and difpenfed its Bleflings, 
along the Patriarchal Age—Flowed, in broader and 
more numerous Streams, under the Mofaic Difpen- 
fation—Is derived down to Us, enlarged by the 
Coming of CHRIST, and completed by the Mi- 
niftry of his Apojllcs —Will be tranfmitted, without 
any farther Improvements, to the latcft Pofterity. 
Henceforward increafing and extending, not its 
Perfection, but its Influence only. Which it will 
never ceafe to do, till, as the Fountain is become 
a River, the River is augmented into an Ocean j 
and the Knowledge of the L ORD our Righteoufnefs 
fill the Earth, as the Waters cover the Abyffes of the 
Sea f. 

There was, I confefs, a Diverfity in the Admini- 
ftration, but no Difference in the Nature, of the 
Blefling. JESUS CHRIST, however varioufly 
manifefted, was the fame Tejlerday, is the fame to 
Day, will be the fame for ever $. As it, is the very 

fame 

Ing, a Language fuited to the Gofpel. The latter is pre 
cifely proper to the Law. The Covenant of Grace fay;; 
Believe, and thou ihalt be famed. The Covenant of 
Works faid ; He that doeth them, Jhall lime by them. 
Salvation implies a Deliverance from fome Penalty or 
Mifery incurred, and a Rcinftatement in fome Blefling 
or Happinefs forfeited. Which are evidently pec uliar to 
the evangelical Dilpenfation, and not applicable to the 
State of Integrity. 

* Gen. iii. 15. f Ifai. xi. 9. { Heb. xiii. $• 
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feme Sun, which gleams at early Dawn ; which 
Jbincs in the advancing Day; and glows at Height 
of Noon. 

My Simile reminds Us of the Time, and leaves a 
moft important Dodtrine upon our Memories. Sup- 
pofe Wc take the Admonition, and begin to move 
homeward. 

Ther. We need be in no Hurry, Afpafo. My 
Watch tells me, that We have half an flour good. 
Befides, I have fomething farther to alledge, and 
from a very great Authority, which feems dirc&ly 
contrary to your Notion. 

Jfp. J uft as You pleafe, Theron. If You choofe 
to ltay, I am all Compliance with your Inclination. 
And, would Truth permit, I Ihould be all Confor¬ 
mity to your Opinion. 

Ther. You know, who it is that a Iks; TFbat 
doth the LORD require of Thee ? And neither of 
Us need be informed, What it is, that the Prophet 
replies; Do Jit/lice, love Mercy , and walk humbly 
with thy GOD*. But I want to know, what You 
think of this Paflage ? 

Afp, I think, it is abfolutely inconfiftent withyw 
Scheme. This Paflage inculcates Humility. But 
your Scheme is the very Reverfe of that amiable V ir- 
tue. A Self-jufticiary walking humbly with G GD, 
is little better than a Contradidlion in Terms. 

The LORD has faid ; Ye pall be favtd ly 
Grace f. Your Syftem replies; “ No, but by our 

“ OWH 

* Mich. vi. 8 . 

+ Epht ii, The Solicitude of the blefled Apoftle, 
to preferve inviolate the Honours of divine Grace, is, 
in this Place, very confpicuous.—-He had told the Ephe- 
fians, that they were, by Nature, the Children of Wrath. 

Z a Worthy 
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* f own Sincerity, and our own Works.”—It is de¬ 
clared in Scripture ; That the Gift of GOD is eter¬ 
nal Life. It is implied in my Friend’s Do&rine; 
That this Happinefs is the Wages of our own Re¬ 
pentance and Reformation.—•“ My SON fhall 
** have all the Glory of a Sinner’s Salvation,” is 
the unalterable Decree of the MOST HIGH. 

We will have a Share in the Honour,” is the Lan¬ 
guage of your Opinion.—Look, how wide therefore 
the Eaft is from the Weft! So remote is fuch a Strain 
of T»aching, from the Pra&ice of walking humbly 
with our GOD. 

Tier. But confider, good Afpafio ; have I not the 
Prophet’s Authority for my Opinion ? Are not his 
Words exprefly on my Side ? Does He not mention 
thofe Duties of Morality and Piety, as the appointed 
Method of obtaining the divine Favour ? 

Afp. He mentions, I apprehend, a folicitous En¬ 
quiry . To which He gives a fatisfaftory Anfwer. 
Then fubjoins a practical Improvement of the Whole. 
—The Enquiry is expreflbd-in thefe Words; Where¬ 
withal Jhall I come before the LORD, and bow myfelf 

before 

Worthy of nothing but Indignation and Vengeance.— 
That all their Privileges and Bleilings came, not from 
any Goodnefs of their own, but from a GOD nuho is 
rich ire Mercy.— That they were originally dead in Tref 
fajfes and Sins. And what can dead Men do, either to 
obtain or deferve, heavenly and immortal Happinefs?— 
Sufficient this. One would imagine, to guard agaiult the 
Encroachments of fpiritual Pride, and all Self-glorying 
whatever. But the zealous Writer, to cut off both the 
Root and Branch of this abominable Principle, adds in' 
Verfe the fifth; By Grace, through infinitely freeFavour, 
ye are famed. To give the utmoil: Force to his Blow, He 
again inculcates the fame Truth, in the very fame Words ; 
By Grace, purely, entirely, exclusive of all Works, art 
Ye famed. Yet, 8. 

\ 



DIALOGUE VIf.‘ 34I 

before the High GOD f Shall I come before Him with 
Burnt-offerings, with Calves of a Year old? Will the 
LORD be pleafed with Thoufands of Rams ; with ten 
Thoufands of Rivers of Oil ? Shall 1 give my Firjl-born 
for my Trangreffton, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 
of my Soul * ? Jollification is the Point in View. 
How (hall I obtain Remiffion of Sin ? In what 
Manner fhall my Trarfgrcffton be expiated ? So that 
I may appear with Acceptance before the righteous 
GOD ? 

To which it is replied ; He hath Jhewed Thee , O 
Man , what is good for this important Purpofe ; 
namely, the MESSIAH\ pointed out by all thy 
Sacrifices +, and deferibed in the preceding Chap¬ 
ter. Atonement for Sin, and Peace with GOD, 
are to be made by a better Hand, and in a better 
Way, than thou propefeft. HE, whofe Outgoings 
have been from of old , from everlajling J j HE, who 
is the Son of ihe HIGHEST, and yet the Seed 
of Her that travaileth ||; H E hath undertaken, and 
will fully execute, this great Office. 

And what doth the LORD thy GOD require if 
Thee ? What Temper, what Conduct, what Expref- 
fions of Gratitude, from his People l Who are re¬ 
conciled through the Blood of CHRIST, and ad¬ 
mitted to the Bleffings of the New Covenant §.— 

They 

* Mic. vi. 7, 8. 

| The ceremonial Law was to the Jew a real Gofpel; 
which held Blood, Death, and Tranflation of Gnilt, be¬ 
fore their Eyes continually, as the only Way of Salva¬ 
tion. Boston’s Fourfold State . 

J Mic. v. 2. || Mic. v. 3. 

§ Thy GOD, is the Phrafe. Which denotes an Inte- 
refi; implies an Appropriation; and is the peculiar Lan¬ 
guage of the Covenant.—Thy GOD; not madefo by 
Z 3 thy 
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They are to teftify their Thankfulnefs for this un- 
fpeakable Gift, by the Alacrity, Uniformity, and 
Conftancy of their Obedience. By the confcien- 
tious Difcharge of every moral, foetal, and religious 
Duty. Or, by doing Juftice, loving Mercy, and 
walking humbly with their GOD. 

If this be a true Interpretation of the Text, inflead 
of eftablifhing, it overturns your Caufe.—But 1 have 
another Objection to your Method, perhaps, more 
weighty than the foregoing. 

Ther. Pray, let me hear it.—I am not fo enamour¬ 
ed with my Notions, but I can bear to have them 
cenfured ; nor fo attached to my Scheme, but I can 
relinquifh it for a better. 

Afp. i would illuftrate my Meaning, by a com¬ 
mon Experiment in Optics. When Objects are 
viewed in a concave Speculum, or in the Hollow of a 
polifhed Spoon, how do they appear ? 

Ther. Inverted. 

Afp. Such is my Friend’s Syftem of Religion. He 
inverts the Order of the Gofpel. He turns the beau¬ 
tiful Building upfide down ; and lays that for the 
Foundation, which fhould only be Part of the Super - 
Jlructure. —Not fo the Apoftle Paul. He, like a wife 
Mafter-builder, places CHRIST as the Founda- 
tion-ftonc ; and rears his Edifice of pradfical God- 
linefs, on that all-fupporting Bafis.—Examine his 
Epiftle to the Romans. Which is unqueftionably 
the complete!! Model of Do&rine, and the nobleft 
Body of Divinity, extant in the World. 

He 

thy humble Walking, but by an Aft of bis own Grace, 
previous to any Obedie'nce of thine.—According to 
Theron' s Principles, the Prophet (hould rather have faid, 
walk humbly (not with thy GOD, but) that He may 
be thy GOD. 
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He firft difcovers the Depravity of our Nature, and 
the Mifery of our Condition.—He, then, difplays the 
Method of our Recovery by CHRIST, and the 
Bleffings freely vouchfafed in his Gofpel.—After 
which, He delineates the Offices of Morality, and en¬ 
forces them by the mod engaging Motives. Motives, 
drawn from the free unbounded Loving-kindnefs of 
GOD our SAVIOUR, and from the rich in¬ 
valuable Benefits of his Grace *.—CHRl ST and 
his Privileges are the Root. From which, Grati¬ 
tude blooms, as the Flower j Godlinefs grows, as 
the Fruit. 

The fame Order is obferved by St. Peter, in his 
very concife, but very accurate Map, of the Way to 
Heaven. Elcii, according to the Foreknowledge of 
GOD the F AT HER, through Sanctification of the 
SPIR IT, unto Obedience , and Sprinkling of the Blood 
of CHRIST f.—Firft, the everlafting Love and 
ele£ting Grace of the FATHER. Who choofes 
Us, not becaufe of, but unto Obedience.—Then, 
the enlightening Influence, and renewing Agency 
Z 4 of 

* This, I think, is the bell Platform for an evangelical 
Catechifm. The Ruin of Man, occafioned by Sin—His 
Recovery, effected by CHRIST*— His Gratitude, to be 

expreffed by way of Obedience_This Plan is carried 

into Execution by the Palatinate Divines. Who have 
formed upon it, a Summary of catechetical Inftrudtion, 
Than which, 1 have met with nothing of the Kind, more 
clear and fatisfaclory; more edifying and animating j 
more exa&ly confonant to the benign Spirit of the Gof¬ 
pel, or better calculated to transform the Mind into 
Holinefs, and the Life into Happinefs.—This Piece the 
Reader may fee, together with a judicious, and .very 
valuable Expofuion of it, in the Latin Works of Henricus 
Ahingiut, i Vol. Quarto. Which, I believe, may be 
bought for a Trifle, yet are more precious than Gold. 
f i Pet. i. a. 
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of the SPIRIT. Who teftifies of CHR 1ST, 
and applies his Death to the Soul; purifying the 
Heart by Faith.—From whence, as from a Foun¬ 
tain of living Waters, flow true Sanbiifcation , and 
every Adi of filial Obedience , every Kind of real 
Holinefs.—All which, being partly defective, and 
partly polluted, muft be fprinkled with the Blood 
of JESUS , and made acceptable by his dying 
Oblation. 

Tber. Is this the conftant Method, in which the 
(acred Writers reprcfent the Gofpel Salvation ? Do 
they always obferve this particular Older, in arrang¬ 
ing its Dodlrines and its Duties ? Or, is it not an 
insignificant Circumltance, which goes firjl, pro¬ 
vided We take in both $ 

Afp. To obferve this Order, I am perfuaded, is 
infignificant Circumftance. It is of great Con- 
fequence, both to our Eftablifhment and to our 
Growth in Grace, Is it a Matter of Indifference 
to the Archer, whether He fend the Point, or the 
Feather of his Arrow foremofl: ? Can He, in either 
Cafe, hit the Mark with equal Eafe, and equal 
Certainty ? 

I believe, You will find, that the facred Writers, 
in all their evangelical Difcourfes, invariably adhere 
to this Order. Nay j it took place even under the 
legal Difpenfation.—When the LORD GOD 
publifhed his Law from Mount Sinai ; when He 
■wrote it, with his own Finger, on Tables of Stone; 
how did He introduce the Precepts ? How enforce 
their Obfervance?—Let Us attend to the Preamble » 
which is the Language of Love, and the very Spirit 
of the Gofpel: lam the LORD thy GOD-, who 
brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houft 
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of Bondage *. “ I have already delivered Thee, 

“ with a mighty Hand, from the moft fordid and 
“ infupportablc Slavery. I have promifed Thee, 
“ for thy PofTeffion, the delightful Country of 
“ Canaan ; a goodly Heritage of the Hojls of Nations 
“ Nay, I myfef am thy Portion} a GOD in Co- 
“ venant with Thee} engaged, by an inviolable 
“ Contraft, and with the Exertion of all my At- 
“ tributes, to do Thee Good. Therefore , keep the 
“ Statutes, the Judgments, and Ordinances, which 
“ I am now going t« eftablifh.”—Could there be 
a more winning Inducement, or a more endearing 
Obligation, to Obedience ? 

I might point out the fame Strain, running through 
the Exhortations of Mofes, and the Songs of David $ 
the Sermons of the Prophets, and the Writings of 
the Apoltles. But this I wave, not through an 
Apprehenfion of its Difficulty, only from a Fear of 
Prolixity.—However, You wiU not think me te¬ 
dious, if I produce one more Inftance, from the 
great Mafter of our Schools. For We Ourfelves 
were fame time faolijh, difobedient , deceived , ferving 
divers Lufls and Pleafures, living in Malice and Envy , 
hateful and hating one another £. Here, He fets be¬ 
fore Us a difmal, but exa£t Pi&ure, of our depraved 
and undone Condition.—Then He prefents Us with 
a delightful View of our Redemption, both in its 
gracious Caufe, and precious Effects. But, after 
that the Kindnefs and Love of GOD our SAVIOUR 
toward Man appeared; not by Works of Righteoufnefs, 
which We have done , but according to his Mercy , He 
faved Us, by the Wajhing of Regeneration , and Re¬ 
newing 

* Exod. XX. 2. + J,er. iii. 19 . $ Tit. iii. 

3» 4» S> 6 > 7» *• 
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ttewing of the HOLT GHOST ; which He hath fed 
»n Us abundantly, through JESUS CHRIST our 
SAVIOUR ; that being juflified by his Grace , We 
Jhould be made Heirs acoording to the Hope of eternal 
Life. —Having thus provided for our Happinefs; 
He then promotes our Holinefs. This is a faithful 
Saying , and tbefe Things I will that Thou affirm con- 
Jlantly , that they who have believed in GOD , be care¬ 
ful to maintain good Works: thefe Things are good and 
profitable unto Men. 

1 make r.o Comment * upon the Paflage: becaufe 
1 hope, You will commit it, as a noble Depofitum, 

to 

• Perhaps the Reader will give me Leave, though 
Ajpafio has declined the Office, to add a lhort expofitory 
Stricture, upon the molt diltinguifhed Parts of this very 
important Paragraph.—L We have the Catft of our Re¬ 
demption ; not Works of Rigbteoufnefs, which We have 
done, but the Kindnefs , the Love, the Mercy of GOD our 
SAVIOUR. To thefe, to thefe alone, every Child of 
Man muft aferibe, both his Fruition of prefent, and his 
Expc&ation of future Bleflednefs. 

II. The Effects ; which are— JuJfif cation ; being jufi- 
fed, having our Sins forgiven, and our Perfons accepted, 
through the Righteoufnefs of CHR 1ST imputed. All 
this, without any the leaft deferving Quality in Us ; 
iolely bv hit Grace, and molt unmerited Goodnefs.— 
Sanctification ; exprelTed. by The Wajhing of Regeneration. 
That Walhingin the REDEEMER’S Blood, which 
cleanfcs the Soul from Guilt, as the Walhing of Water 
cieanfes the Body from Filth. Which reconciles to 
GOD, gives Peace of Confcience, and thereby lays the 
Foundation of an nniverfal fpiritual Change. The Re¬ 
newing of the HOLT GHOST ; whofe Influences, tef- 
tifying of CHRIST, and applying his Merits, intro¬ 
duce an Improvement intoall the Faculties of the Mind j 
foroewhat like'that annual Renovation, and general' 
Smile, which the Return of Spring diffufes over the 
Face of Nature. 


III. 
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to your Memory. Your own diligent Meditation, 
accompanied with humble Prayer, will furnilh out 
the belt Expofition.—Only I would juft remark, that 
the Apoftle, always confiftent, always uniform, mar- 
fhals his Thoughts with his ufual Exa&nefs. Good 
Works are not difbanded ; nor yet fuffered to lead the 
Van ; but made to bring up the Rear *. —When he 
mentions thefe Fruits of the SPIRIT, He men¬ 
tions them, not flightly, as Matters of fmall Mo¬ 
ment j but earneftly, as Affairs of great Importance, 
it is his Deiire and his Charge, that all Believers 

Ihould 

in. The End and Confummation of all: that We Ihould 
be made Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom; and live, now 
in the allured Hope, hereafter in the full Enjoyment, of 
eternal Life. 

* i'hefameOrderisobfervedbySc.yo^»,Rev. xiv. i j. 
Blejfed are the Dead, which die in the LORD ; for they 
re/i from their Labours, and their Works do follow them. 
Mot go bejore, to open the everlafting Door.-., and give 
them Admittance into the Manlions of Joy. But they 
follow them, when admitted. As the Robe, which, on 
a King’s Coronation-day, flows from his Shoulders, can¬ 
not but accompany Him, wherefoever He goes.—It may 
be pertinent, on the Mention of this Uluftration, juft to 
hint; That, as it is not the Robe of State, which makes 
the King; fo neither is it the Pradice of Holineis, which 
makes the Chriftian. An Union with CHRIST, anJn- 
tereft in his Merits, and the in-dwelling Prefence of his 
SPIRIT; thefe, and nothing lhort of thefe, conftitute 
the true Chriftian. Yet, as the royal Robe is an Atten¬ 
dant on Majefty, and dittinguilhes the Monarch; fo, 
pradical CJodiinefs is infeparable from Faith, and adorns 
the Believer.—Agreeably to this Dodrine, Clemens, the 
apoftolic Father, lays; E» iffoi; */a 0 01? maths ir.o<r^-r^ntra.t 01 
Axatot. They were made Axaioi righteous, by Faith in 
CHRIST. They were adorned cxor/Attho-ay, they and 
their Faith appeared like thenifelves, by abounding ia 
every good Work, Clem. Efjl. I. ad Corinth . 
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Humid be cartful* ; have their Hearts upon the Bufi- 
nefs; fliould ufe their beft Contrivance, and exert 
their utmoft Endeavours—not barely to pra&ife, but 
to maintain f; to be exemplary, diftinguilhed, and 
pre-eminent in the Exercife of every Virtue.—Be- 
caufe, this Virtue, and thefe Works, though not the 
Ground of a Reconciliation with GOD, are amia¬ 
ble in the Eyes of all, and honourable J to the chrif- 
tian ProfelSorv They are alfo a neceflary Ingre¬ 
dient in perlonal Happinefs, and the apparent Means 
©f focial Ufefulnefs ||. 

Ther. This View of the evangelical Plan is, I 
rnuft confefs, new to me; and particularly your 
Ordonnance of the Epiflle to the Romans. 

Afp. If this be new, perhaps, what I am going to 
advance, may be ftrange.—We have been talking 
about Acceptance with GOD; and debating, whe¬ 
ther our own good Works, are the Caufe of this in- 
eftimable Blelling. What will You (ay; if We can 
perform no good Work, till We are interefted in 
CHRIST\ and accepted by GOD? 

Ther. Say!—That this is razing Foundations. 

Afp. It is razing the wrong, the Foundation falfely 
fo called. Which will certainly deceive as Many, 
as make it their Truft.—And is it not prudent , when 
We are building for Eternity, carefully to examine 
the Ground ? Is it not friendly , to divert a Man from 

the 

* Qfofltfrm. This is fomewhat like that emphatical 
Expreffion, which (o often occurs in the Old Tellament, 
yiDttm Te jhall ob/erve to do: Ve (hall be very di¬ 
ligent to fulfil;, Ye (hall be very exaS in performing. 

f npo»ra«4<*». If the Reader pleafes. He may fee this 
Word more critically explained, pag. izj. in the Note. 

' J Ka\a. [f tlp&i/AX. 
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the treacherous Sand, and lead Him to the unftiaken. 
Rock?—For this Caufe I faid it once, and for this 
Caufe I fay it again; That We can perform no good 
Work, till We are interefted in CHRIST\ and 
accepted of GOD. 

Ther. Produce your Reafons, Afpnfio. Ar.d ftrong 
Reafons they muft be, which are forcible enough to 
fupport fuch an Opinion. 

Afp. The Cafe feems to fpeak for itfelf. How cart 
a Man that is evil, do Works that are good ? Would 
You expedt to gather Grapes of Thoms, or Figs of 
Thijllcs? And is not this the Character of every 
Child of Adam , till He is engrafted into the true 
Olive-tree ?—But let Us hear, what our unerring 
TEACHER fays: As the Branch cannot hear Fruit 
of itjelf, except it abide in the Vine ; no more can Ye, 
perform true Obedience, or be endued with true 
Sincerity, except Ye abide in me *. Nothing can be 
more exprefs and full to our Purpofe. But that 
Which follows, is far more alarming and awful to 
our Confciences. If a Man abide not in Me, He is 
cajl forth as a Branch, and is ■withered ; and Men ga¬ 
ther them, and cajl them into the Fire, and they are 
burned f. —From which it appears, that the human 
Heart is never actuated by good Tempers ; that the 
human Life can never be productive of good Works ; 
until a Man is united to CHRIST. No more 
than a Branch can bear valuable Fruit, while it con¬ 
tinues in a State of Separation from the Tree J.— 

It 

* John xv. 4 . + John xv. 6 . 

X This difeovers an Error, which is often committed, 
in our Attempts to in ftrudt little Children. What is more 
common, than to tefl them ? “ If they will be good, 
“GOD Almighty will love and blcfs them.”— Where¬ 
as, they ihould rather be informed, “ That they are Sin- 

“ ners j 
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It appears alfo, that Perfons alienated from 
CHRIST, are, and all their Performances too, 
like broken, withered , rotten Boughs: fit lor no¬ 
thing, but to be committed to the Flames, and 
confumed from the Earth. Both they and (heir 
Actions, far from being meritorious, are, in the Efti- 
inate of Heaven, worthlefs and defpicably mean. 

Ther. What! Are all the noble Actions, per¬ 
formed by the Advocates for Morality, and Lovers 
of Virtue, worthlefs in themfelves, and defpicable 
before the Supreme BEING? Worthlefs and 
defpicable (grating Words !) only bccaufe they are 
not attended with the Peculiarities of your Faith ? 
Can the Want of this little Circumftance, change 
their Nature, and turn their Gold into Drofs ? 

Jfp. My dear Tberon , call not the CircumftanCe 
little. It is fufficient, were your Works more fplen- 
did than Gold, to debafe them into Tin, into Lead, 
into Drofs.—When the poor Shepherd brought You, 
yefterday Morning, a Prefent of l'ome Wood-ftraw- 
berries ; bringing them, as an humble Exprellion of 
his Gratitude, they were kindly received. But, if He 
had offered them, as a Price for your Houfe, or as 
the Purchafe of your Eftate; how fhould You have 
regarded them, in fuch a Connection ? No Words 
can exprefs the Difdain, You would have conceived. 
—-When Barnabas prefented a Sum of Money to the 
Apoflles, for the Supply of their NecelFitics, and the 
Relief of indigent Believers *; it was welcome to 

the 

** tiers: but, that GOD Almighty has given his SON 
" to die for Sinners: and, if they pray to Him, He will 
** forgive their Sins; will make them holy; make them 
" happy; and blefs them with all fpiritual Bleffings in 
“ CHRIST.” 

* A£ts ir. 37. 
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the Saints, and pleafmg to their GOD. But, 
when Simon the Sorcerer, offered his Gold to Peter 
and John ; offering it, not from a Principle of Faith, 
but as an Equivalent for the HOLY SPIRIT; 
not in order to teftify his Thankfulnefs, but rather 
to play the Huckfter with Heaven ; it was rejefted 
with the utmoft Indignation *. 

I 

* Ails viii. 20 . We have mud) Talk about Simony 
and Simoniacal Pra&ices. The Cafe, 1 chink, is ntiluu- 
derftood, and the Expredion mifapplicd. 

'I'he more refined Species of Simony, is, the Attempt 
mentioned by hj'pafeo. An Expectation and Endeavour to 
procure Union with CHRIST, the Communication of the 
SPIRIT, and all heavenly Bit dings, by any Works or 
any Righteoufnefs of our own. Which, confidered in 
this View, are called by the Prophets, Money and Price. 

The grojjer Kind of Simony, feems to be pradtifeii by 
a certain Court, ftyied Spiritual, or Etchfiafiical. Which 
thunders out Excommunicai ions and Curies; debars poor 
Creatuies from religious Privileges; and caufcs them to 
b; “ buried with the Burial of a 1 A f>unleis they pa¬ 
cify their pious Indignation, by a little filthy Lucre.— 
This is the Language t,l that fame fpiritual ludicature. 
“ If Thou wilt lug out a fnv Crowns or Guineas from 
“ thy Purfc, all (hall be well. Heaven dial! fntile, and 
“ the Church opens her Arms. Whereas, if Thou art 
“ refradlory in this Paiticular; and unwilling, or un- 
“ able, to comply with our pecuniary Demands; Thou 
“ art cut off from the Means of Grace. ’1 hou fhalt no 
“ longer hear that Word of the Gofpel, by which the 
“ Spirit of Faith cometh. Nor any more be Partaker 
“ of that Sacramental Ordinance, which is a Sign and 
“ Seal of fpiritual Benefits.”—Is not this a tnoft infa¬ 
mous Traffic, whereby facred Things are bought and 
fold? In the prefent State of Affairs* - what can be a 
nearer Approach to the Sin of the mercenary Magician ? 
What can be a more indelible Blot on the Purity and 
Difcipline of any Church ? 

Pudet hac Opprobria Nobit 
Et diet potuifii, et non potuifije reftlli. 
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I leave my Friend to apply the preceding Inftances. 
Only let me beg of Him to believe; that, if my Words 
are grating, they are extorted by the Force of Truth.. 
If I am obliged to blame, what He calls good Works; 
it is, as a great Critic blames Eloquence, “ with the 
M Tendernefe of a Lover.”—But my Cenfure falls 
only on their faulty Origin , and unbecoming Aim, 
Let them fpring from the Grace of CHRIST, 
as their Source; let them propofe the Glory of 
CHRIST, as their End; then, inftead of putting 
a Slight upon them, or giving them a Bill of Divorce, 
I would court, carefs, and wed them.—Whereas, if 
neither this End be kept in the View, nor that Prin¬ 
ciple operate in the Heart; I muft perfift, in quef- 
tioning the Genuinenefs of their Character ; nay, in 
denying the very Poffibility of their Exiftcnce. There 
may be a Mimickry of holy Actions. But it is Mi- 
mickry only; empty, as the Combs * made by 
thofe Wafps; and unreal, as the Flame that is 
painted. 

I have an Authority for this Doctrine, which I 
think. You will not offer to controvert. 

Ther. What Authority ? 

Afp. That of our Church. Who declares, in her 
Xlllth Article; “ Works -done before the Grace 
« of CHRIST, and Inflation of his SPIRIT, 
«* are not pleating to GOD; forafmuch as they 
** fpring not out of Faith in CHRIST.” —Faith 
in JESUS CHRIST, purifies the Heart. Till 
this be done, the Heart is polluted ; the JViind and 
Confcience are defiled f ; nothing, that We have 
or do, is pure.—-It is written; The LORD had 

Rejpeft 

+ Tit. i. 15. 


* Faciunt IA Vefpas Favot. 
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RefpeSt unto Abel, and to his Offering *. Firft, unto 
Abel; then, unto his Offering. The Man muft 
be reftored to Favour, before his Duties can be re¬ 
ceived with Complacency. 

Such a One, You fay, is honeft in his Dealings, 
temperate in his Enjoyments, charitable to the Poor. 
Be it fo. Yet, unlefs thefe fliowy Deeds are referred 
to the Glory of the Supreme JEHOVAH ; unlefs 
they flow from Faith in the crucified JESUS', they 
are but the Carcafs of Virtue f. They may be 

Adis 


* Gen. iv. 4. 

f This great evangelical Truth, will, probably, be 
reckoned a hard Saying, by the carnal Mind; and may 
feem a foolijh Notion, to vain Philofophy. I beg Leave 
therefore, for its better Reception and firmer Eftablilh- 
ment, to produce fome of the greatell Tellimonies in the 
World.—Let Us hear, what the pious Bilhop of St, 
Afaph fays, upon the Subjeft ; what the famous Arch- 
bilhop of Conftantinoplt faid, long before Him; and what 
a whole Synod, or a whole Nation of Ecclefiaftics, are 
continually faying, in the Homilies of the Church of 
England. 

“ lean do no good Works at all, before I be firft 
“ juftified. My Works cannot be accepted as good, till 
“ my Perfon be fo. Nor can my Perfon be accepted by 
" GOD, till firft engrafted into CHRIST; before 
“ which engrafting into the true Vine, 'tis impoffible I 
“ Ihould bring forth good Fruit.” Beveridge's Private 
Thoughtt, Artie. 8. A 

Evprmtf you mekku; x, txlo; re Xels nit akr,Qetaf ajaSett 

xdla ro tpaifofMiot StakK/jorolta; ivpnau; aityut; Qvpiraheic, tAtti- 
f 4 o»at, iuiuto pvtti wpaaipfatlatf aHiv ff» wifia; a Fa (ton, 
Euxaott 01 EjJoi; xo/jvfltf *]*fioif, xj rot ©fo» rv( tvO-iGneu; afiov 
eaihf, keyname ttxgut, xaka jj.it ttitivf.tttott, aiohooit it rat 
y-ukut ux i^boi. Chryfoft. Tom. vi. 

“ Faith giveth Life to the Soul; and they be as much 
“ dead to GOD that lack Faith, as they be to the 
“ World, whofe Bodies lack Souls. Without Faith, all 
” that is done of Us, is but dead before GOD, although 

V 0 1. 1 . A a “ th* 
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A£ts of worldly Policy, of felfifh Prudence, or Pha- 
rifaical Pride. They are no religious Service, nor 
any pleafing Oblation to the LORD Almighty*. 
—Nay; inftead of being Ads of Obedience, and 
Objeds of Approbation, they ftand condemned in 
the Scripture, and are Breaches of the Command¬ 
ment. They ftand condemned in that Scripture, 
which declares; Without Faith it is impojfible topleafe 
GOD +. They are Breaches of that Command¬ 
ment, which requires ; Whether Ye cat , or drink , or 
whatsoever Ye do t do all to the Glory of G O D %. 

Ther. Who can believe this, that confiders 
the intrinftc Excellency of Virtue and virtuous 
A&ions ? 

Afp. Who can disbelieve it, that confiders the 
preceding Declarations of Scripture ? And obferves, 
how GOD has confirmed by his Providence, what 
He has declared in his Word. Behold lfrael after 

the 

•• the Work feem never fo gay and glorious before Man.” 
Homily on Faith. 

* Might not this Obfervation be made, with great 
Propriety, in ont infirmary and other charitable Sermons ? 
Should not the Audience be exhorted to abound in Adts 
of Benevolence, from a grateful Regard to the infinitely 
merciful and condefcendmg JESUS ? 2 Cor. viii. 9.— 
Should they not, before all Things, be diredted to make 
fare their intereft in the REDEEMER’S Merits? That 
their Perfons may find Favour, and their Alms Accept¬ 
ance, Eph. i. 6.—Should they not be admonifhed, that, 
without this believing Application to CHRIST, whatever 
they do, whatever they give, is worthlefs in the Eye of 
their MAKER, and will be fruitlefs to their own Souls? 
Heb. xi. 6.—In this Refpedt our SAVIOUR was emi¬ 
nently typefied by the JewiJh Altar. On which every 
Sacrifice, by whomfoever brought, was to be offered. 
And feparate from which no Sacrifice, however coftly* 
could be accepted, Exod. xx. 24. Levit. xvii. 3, 4. 

• f Heb, xi. 6. { 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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the FUJI}. They had, what You will reckon greater 
than Sincerity, a Zeal for GOD*. Yet, not be¬ 
ing according to Knowledge , the Knowledge of Jufti- 
fication by the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST ; it was 
as if they offered Swine’s Flefh, or cut off a Dog’s 
Neck; affronting and offenfive to the HOLY 
ONE.—Nay; they fervcd'GOD intenfely f and 
affiduouily ; fcrvcd Him, the Apoftle affirms, Night 
and Day . Yet, not ferving Him as Sinners, re¬ 
deemed by CHRIST ; but rather as Righteous 
Perfons, who would be their own Redeemers; all 
their Toil was unacceptable and unprofitable. 
With all this Parade of Services, they were rejected 
by JEHOVAH, and caft out from his Prefence, 
“ like an abominable Branch.” 

Upon the Whole: Shall We fubmit to the Deter¬ 
mination of our eflablifhed Church ? Shall We ac- 
quiefee in the Decifion of our Divine MASTER? 
Then We mult acknowledge; That there is no 
fuch Thing as a good Work, till We are reconciled 
to GOD; till our Perfons are accepted through 
CHRIST. —Therefore, to reprefent our own 
Works, as the Means of Reconciliation and Ac¬ 
ceptance, is both chimerical and abfurd. Chimeri¬ 
cal, becaufe it builds upon a Phantom; and takes 
for a Reality, what has no Exiftencc. Abfurd, be¬ 
caufe it inverts the natural Order of Things; and 
would make the Effect, antecedent to the Caufe. 
I might add, idolatrous alfo ; becaufe it pays to the 
Performances of a Creature, what is referved'wholly 
for the. Righteoufnefs of our incarnate GOD. 

A a 2 Thcr. 

■* Rom. x. 2, f A£t$ xxvi. 7. E» 
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Ther. Before We quit this agreeable Retreat, let 
me afk my Jfpafto ; What He propofes, by running 
down all thofe Works, which are the Produce of 
inward keligion, and eflential to true Holinefs ? 
Whofe Excellency is difplayed in the clcarejl , and 
whofe Neceffity is urged in the JirongeJl Terms, 
throughout the whole Bible. 

Jfp. 1 am far from running down fuch Works, as 
are the Produce of inward Religion; and therefore 
may be juftly ftyled, Works of Faith , and Labours of 
Love *.—But I would caution my Theron , and I 
would myfelf take care, that our Works be accom¬ 
panied with thofe.Circumftances, which alone can 
Vender them truly good. Let them arife from Faith , 
and bear witnefs to Love, or elfe We fhall have Thijlles 
injlead of Wheat , and Cockle inftead of Barley f. 

Perform them, in Obedience to a reconciled 
GOD, and out of Gratitude to a reconciling S A- 
VIOUR, then they are genuine, they are valu¬ 
able. Attempt them, in order to be accepted by 
your MAKER, and obtain eternal Life, then 
they are fpurious, they are pernicious. In the for¬ 
mer 

* Works of Faith, and Labours of Love, i Theff. i. j. 
How finely are good Works characterized, in this Place! 
Though it be onlyew pajfent, tranfiently, or by the by. 
And how judicjjWmjt are the true diflinguifhed from the 
eounterfeit ! Works, which are done in Faith ; Works, 
which proceed from Love; thefe, and thefe only, the 
Apoftle fignifies, are really good.—As a fpacious River, 
though preffing forward to the Ocean, nourilhes many a 
fair Plant j and fuckles many a fweet Flower, by the 
■Way. So the facred Writers, though principally intent 
(ashere) upon fome different Point; yet drop incidentally 
fuch valuable Truths, aschearthe Believer’s Heart, and 
make glad th*££y of our GOD. 

VvHf Job xxxi. 40. 
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mcr Cafe, they are like a Candle fet on a Candle- 
ftick; in the latter, they are like a Torch placed 
in the Thatch. 

Ther. In what Refpe&s can they be pernicious ? 

Afp. I will mention two.—We (hall never be like 
the Church, who comes up from the IVildernefs , lean¬ 
ing upon her Beloved *; fo long as We bolder up 
Ourfelves, with a Conceit of perfonal Righteoufnefs. 
This was the Error, the fatal Error of the Pharifees. 
This the Film, which blinded the Eyes of their 
Mind ; and fealed them up, under the Darknefs of 
final Unbelief. 

Befides, my dear Ther on: If You expert to be 
faved by your own Duties, You will be loth to fee 
the word of your Condition. To fee the word of 
your Condition, will be a Dagger to your Hopes, 
and as Death to your Soul. You will therefore be 
inclined to daub with untempered Mortar f. Indead 
of acknowledging the deep Depravity of your Na¬ 
ture, and the numberlefs Iniquities of your Life, You 
will invent a thouiand Excufes, to palliate your 
Guilt. And, by this Means, ereft a IVail of Par¬ 
tition i, between your Soul and the Merits of your 
REDEEMER. Which will be a greater Incon¬ 
venience, a more dedrudlive Evil, than to cut off 
all Supply of Provifion from an Army encamped, 
or even to intercept the Sun-beams from vifiting the 
Earth. 

Ther, Now you talk of Armies, I mud obferve ; 
That, though 1 have fcarce been able to keep my 
Ground, in this argumentative Adtion, I cannot 
allow You the Honour of a Vidtory. As a Retreat 
is very different from a Rout. 

A a 3 Afp, 

t Ezek. xiii. io. 


Cant. viii. 5. 



Afp. 1 would alfo remark, that my Friend has 
changed the intended Plan of our Operations. Has 
almoft continually adted upon the Offtnfme. While 
my Part has been only to fuftain the Shock. At 
our next Encounter, You may cxpeft to have the 
Order of Battle reverfed. I fhall direct my Forces 
to begin the Charge. Put Yourfelf therefore in 
Readinefs for a br’tfk Attack. 

Tbcr. You adt the fair Enemy, Afpafio, I mud 
confefs ; in thus giving the Alarm, before You make 
the Afl'ault. 

Afp. This Hoftility may appear fairer fill, when 
I allure You, that my Weapons aim not at the De- 
ftrudlion of your Comfort, or the Demolition of 
any valuable lntcreft. Only they would be mighty, 
through GOD, to pulldoivn the Strong-holds of Un¬ 
belief ; and bring every felf-exalting, every rebellious 
Thought, captive unto CHRIST*. Captive, in a 
profefled Submillion to his Righteoufncis, as well as 
a dutiful Subjedtion to his Commands.—And, when 
fuch is the 'Pendency of the Campaign, it will be 
your greateft Advantage, to lofe the Vidtory f. It 
will be Better than a Triumph, to acknowledge 
Yourfelf vanquilhed. 

* Cor. x. 4., 5. f Env ova nxn pa piga f 3 hz£r,i/, 

nrlec Si up sXtiar. 
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O U R laft Converfation ended with a Chal¬ 
lenge. To decline or delay the Acceptance 
of it, would look like Cowardice in me, 
and be a Piece of Injuftice to You, Afpafto. There¬ 
fore, I am now ready to give You all the Satisfac¬ 
tion, which a Gentleman can demand.—Only as 
the Weather continues hazy, I believe, my Study 
muft be the Place of Action. 

Afp. A Challenge ! 7 heron — 

Ther. What, Sir! Do You boggle? Would You 
eat your Words, and play the Poltroon ? 

Afp. Perhaps, I may have an Inclination to follow 
the Example of a Brother Hero ; who ran away from 
the Field of Battle, juft as his Comrades were ad¬ 
vancing to charge the Enemy. And when called to 
an Account for his Behaviour, right worthily al- 
ledged; That his Retreat * proceeded, not from 

any 

* Retreat—Bengelius thinks, there is fuch an Air of 
Self-adulation, and vain Pretence, in the Word ufed by 
A a 4 the 
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any Timidity of Mind; no, but from a Conceirn 
for the public Good. “ For, quoth He, if they 
“ had knocked my Brains out to-day, how fhould 
“ I have been able to fight for my Country to* 

morrow?” 

You fmile, Tberon , at my doughty Warrior, and 
his fage Maxim.—But, fince You have glanced at a 
certain modijh Cuftom, give me Leave very ferioufly 
to allure You j That, if the Affair was to be deter¬ 
mined by Sword and Piftol, I fhould reckon fuch a 
Conduct, a refolute Refufal at leaft, not at all un¬ 
manly, but the truly wife and gallant Behaviour. 
For furely, it can never be an Inftance of Wifdom, 
to hazard my Life, at the mere Caprice of a turbu¬ 
lent Ruffian; who is a ftranger to all the Principles 
qf Humanity and Generofity, but a Slave, an aban¬ 
doned Slave, to his own ungovernable Paffions.— 
Surely, it can never be an Aft of real Bravery, to ex- 
pofe my Perfon; becaufe fome fool-hardy Practitioner 
jn the Fencing-fchool, is defperate enough to rifk bis. 
—'The Gentleman, the true Gentleman, fhould exert 
a becoming Dignity of Spirit; and fcorn to fet his 
Welfare on a Level, with that of an inconfiderate 
and barbarous Bully *, 

Tber. 

the unclean Spirit, Matt. xii. 44. trim. Sic 

loquitur , quaji non ejettum. Vide Superbiam! He fays not, 
i was caji out , but 1 came out. He could not brook the 
former bxpredion. His Pride was too great to confefs 
the Truth, or to " declare the Thing as it is.” 

* Afpafio calls the Perfon who gives the Challenge, a 
Sully. And fuch, notnithftanding all the Maxims of 
fantaftical and falfe Honour, He will certainly be found, 
when tried at the Bar of Reafon or Juftice. For, if the 
mo ft impetuous, irrational, and brutal Barbarity is; al¬ 
lowed to conftitute a Bully, He has an indifputable Title 

to 
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Ther. But Honour, my Afpafio, Honour is at ftake. 
Better to lofe our Life, than forfeit our Reputation. 
Better to be in a Grave, than to be the Jeft of every 
Coffee-houfe ; and perhaps pointed at, as We pafs 
the Streets, for mean-fpirited, faeaking, or, as the 
Gentlemen of the Sword fo elegantly fpeak, white 
livered Animals. 

Afp. Forfeit our Reputation! Amongft whom, I 
befeech You ?—A few ralh and precipitate Crea¬ 
tures : The Pupils of La Mancha'% Knight: The 
Sons of Chimera * and Cruelty. Who, by affoci- 
ating the Notion of Cowardice, with the Practice 
of forgiving Injuries? have attempted to bring into 
Difrepute, the mojl generous A£t of the human 
Mind. Whofe Principles are, I fay not, a Depar¬ 
ture from the Precepts of Religion, but a Difgrace 
to Reafon, and the Reproach of common Senfe. 
Whofe Applaufe, therefore, is Infamy; and their 
Detraction the higheft Praife they can beftow. 

From every judicious and worthy Perfon, your 
Conduit will be fure to gain Approbation, and 
your Character Elleem. When Cafar received a 
Challenge from Anthony , to engage Him in fingie 
Combat, He very calmly anfwered the Bearer of the 
Meffage j If Anthony is weary of Life , tell Him, 
there are other Ways to Death , bejicles the Point of my 

Sword, 

to the Charafter; who, on account of a mere Pundtilio, 
or fome flight Affront, would deftroy a Life, which might 
be of Service to Society— might be a Bleffing to various 
Relatives —and is intimately connected with a blifsful or 
miferable Immortality. 

* This Kind of Gentry are ftyled—in a Book, with 
which they have little or no Acquaintance; but whofe 
Maxims will be had in Reverence, when their Names are 
loft in Oblivion — U3 The Sons of Blifer, or The 
Children of Noife, Jer. xlviii. 45. 
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Sword .—Who ever deemed this, a mean-fpirited or 
fneaking Behaviour? All Ages have admired it, as 
the Relblution of a dlfcreet and gallant Man : who 
was fenfible of his own Importance, and knew how 
to treat the petulant and revengeful Humour of a dif- 
contented Adverfary with its deferved Contempt. 

Barely to lofe our Life, is the fmalleft of thofe 
Evils, which attend this mifchievous Pra&ice.—It 
is pregnant with a long, an almoft endlefs Train of 
dilaftrous Confequences to Parents, Wives, Children, 
Friends, Affociates, and the Community.—It is an 
infallible Expedient, to be deprived of the Favour 
of the infinite GOD, and to be excluded from the 
joys of his eternal Kingdom.—It is the ready Way, 
to become an ObjedI of Abhorrence to the Angels of 
Light; and be made the Laughing-ftock of Devils, 
in their Dungeons of Darknefs *. Shame , everlaft- 
ing Shame, Jhall be the Reward of fuch Gallantry, 
the Promotion of fuch Fools f. 

Ther. 

* “ Let me tell You with Confidence,” (fays an ex¬ 
cellent Perfon, addrelfing Himfelf to one of thcfe un¬ 
happy Defperados) “ that all Duels, or fingle Combats, 
“ are murderous; blanch them over (how You lilt) with 
“ Names of Honour, and honeft Pretences, their Ufe is 
“ finful, and their Nature devililh.” See the felcfl 
Works of Bilhop Hall, in one Volume, Fol. pag. 526. 
Where the Reader will find a-happy Mixture of true 
Oratory, and found Divinity; a rich Vein of Fancy, and 
a fweet Spirit of Piety, Contemplations upon the Hifto- 
ries of Scripture (which, I think, are our Prelate’s Ma- 
fter-piece) almoft as entertaining and injlruilive, as the 
Subjefts illuftrated are important and wonderful.—Not- 
withftanding a few ftiff or antique Phrafes, I cannot but 
etteem the Works of this Author, among the moft va¬ 
luable Compofitions extant in our Language. 

f Prov. iii. 33. 
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Thcr. With regard to this Point, I am entirely of 
your Opinion, Afpafio-, however I may differ in other 
Particulars. 

Afp. Say You fo, Tberon! Would You then tamely 
fubmit to Affronts, Infults, and Affaults ? 

Tber. As to the trifling Affronts of a peevifh in¬ 
continent Tongue, I would treat them with a fu- 
perior Scorn. When thus treated, they are fure to 
recoil, with the keened Edge, and fevered Weight, 
upon the impotent Malice which offers them. The 
Wretch fhould fee, that I could pity his Mifery, 
and finile at his Folly.—But with regard to Affaults, 
efpecially thofe of a capital Nature, the Cafe is 
otherwife. Should any one offer Violence to my 
Perfon, it is at his Peril. He would find, and per¬ 
haps to his Smart, 

Et Nos Tela Manu , Ferrumque baud dclile Dextrd 

Spargimus, & nojlro fequitur de Vulnere Sanguis *. 

Here, the fundamental and everlading Law of Self- 
prefervation calls upon Us to play the Man. And I 
am fure, Chrijlianity does not require Us, to yield 
our Throats to the Knife, or open our Breads to 
the Dagger. 

But to retire—to deliberate—to fit down—and in¬ 
dite a formal Challenge—feeins to me altogether as 
favage and iniquitous, as to afiault on the Highway. 
—He that demands my Money on the Road, or ex¬ 
torts it by an incendiary Letter, or decoys me into 
the Snare by a forged and counterfeit Note ; is ftig- 
matized for a Villain ; is abhorred by every Perfon 
of Integrity; and, when detedfed, is rewarded with 
a Halter. Why fhould We reckon the Head-drong 

Bravo 


* Vine. 
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Bravo lefs injurious Who makes his Attempt upon 
my very Life; and thirfts, with infatiable Fury, for 
my Blood ? 

jtfp. He allows You a fair Chance ; it is faid. 

’I her. A Chance! Of what?—Either of falling 
• Sacrifice to his Rage, or of imbruing my Hands 
In his Blood. Which is neither more nor lefs, than 
reducing me to aNeceffity, of launching into Dam¬ 
nation myfelf, or of tranfmitting a Fellow-creature 
to eternal Vengeance.—And is this an Extenua¬ 
tion? This a mitigating Circumftance? It really 
proves the Practice fo inexcufably wicked, that no¬ 
thing can be pleaded in its Defence. The very Ar¬ 
gument, ufed to juftify the horrid Deed, inflames 
its Guilt and aggravates its Malignity. 

’Tis Pity, but the legiflative Authority would in- 
terpofe, for the Suppreffion of fuch a flagrant Wrong 
to Society, and fuch a notorious Violation of our 
benign Religion. Why fhould not the Laws de¬ 
clare it Felony , to make the firft Overture for a 
Duel ? Since it is always more heinous, and fre¬ 
quently more pernicious. Is always Murder in the 
Intention, and frequently iffues in double Deftruc- 
tion; the One, inflicted by the Stab of Violence j 
the Other, executed by the Sword of Juftice. 

Might it not, at leaft be branded with fome Mark 
of public Infamy, or fuDje&ed to a fevere pecuniary 
Multi ? So that a Gentleman of Spirit and Temper 
might have it in his Power to return the Compli¬ 
ment of a challenging Letter with fome fuch An- 
fwer; 

« S I F, 

** However meahly You may think of Your Life, 
«* I fet too high a Value upon mine, to expofe. it as 
9 “8 
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“ a Mark for undifciplined and outrageous Paifions. 
« —Neither have I fo totally renounced all that is 
“ humane* benevolent, or amiable, as to draw my 
“ Sword for your Deftru&ion, becaufe You have 


“ first been overcome by precipitate and unrea- 
“ fonable Refentment.—You have given me an 
“ Opportunity of afting the Gentleman and the 
“ Chriftian. And this Challenge I accept, as a 
" Note under your Hand for five hundred Pounds * j 


“ which will very foon be demanded, according to 
“ Law, by 

SIR , 


Tour, See” 


Afp. But to refume the proper Subject—the Na¬ 
ture of our Engagement. Which I now recoiled^ 
and which was explained, when I ventured to give, 
what You call the Challenge.— As it is not my The- 
re», but the Obftacles of his Faith, and the Ene¬ 
mies of his Felicity, which I am to encounter} 
perhaps, I fhall have Courage to ftand my Ground. 

And, 

• Might not the Refufer of a Challenge be dignified 
with foroe honorary Diftinftion, refemblmg the Civic 
Cronin among the antient Romans ? Since, by his cool 
and temperate Bravery, He faves one Life from the 
Sword, another from the Halter.—Was fome honorary 
Diftinftion on the one hand, united to a pecuniary For¬ 
feiture on the other, I cannot but think, they would 
prove an effeftual Method to check the Progre/s of this de* 
ftruftive Evil. It would break the Teeth of Malice with 
her own Weapons, and turn the Artillery of Revenge 
upon Herfelf. Thofe deteftable Paffions would be loth 
to indulge themfelves in this horrid Manner, if it was 
made the fure Way to ennoble and enrich the Objeft of 
their Rage.— N. B. The Civic Crown was an Ornament 
afiigned to thofe Soldiers, who had in Battle refcited a 
Fellow-citizen from impending Death, 
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And, inftead of violating all the Obligations of 
Equity, Honefty, and Confcience, I fhall certainly 
evidence my Love to my Friend; nay poffibly pro¬ 
mote his trueft Good. 

Ther. 1 don’t fee, how this can be effected, by 
your late Attempt. You attempted to run down all 
Works of Righteoufnefs, as abfolutely unable to find 
Acceptance with GOD, and equally infufficient to 
recommend Us to his Favour.—it is for the Credit 
of thefe, which Afpafto has depreciated, that I enter 
the Lifts. 

Afp. I attempted to prove. That no human Works 
fhould pretend to the Honour of juftifying Us, either 
in Whole, or in Part. Becaufe—this would be an 
Ufurpation of the REDEEMER’S Office—this 
would overthrow the Gofpel-mcthod of Juftifica- 
tion, which is by imputing Righteoufnefs without 
Works * —this, inftead of excluding, would intro¬ 
duce Boafting. And oppofe, if not defeat, the 
grand Defign of JEHOVAH, in the Salvation 
of Sinners ; which is, to difplay the infinite Riches 
of his Grace. 

When any Works are attended with fuch Cir- 
cumftances, I cannot but wonder, to hear them 
called Works of Righteoufnefs. I am at a Lofs to 
conceive, how they can themfelves be acceptable; 
much more, how they can recommend a Tranfgref- 
for to the Favour of GOD.—Nay, I hear our di¬ 
vine MASTER pofitively and peremptorily de¬ 
claring, that they are, not good, but evil. The 
World hateth me, becaufe I tejlify of it, that the Wnks 
thereof are evil f. 

. Ther. 


. • Rom. iv. 6. 


f John vii. 7. 
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Ther. The World—that is, the Gentile World, 
or the wicked World; which was abandoned to 
Licentioufnefs and grofs Immorality. Making no 
Scruple to indulge Luff or Revenge ; committing 
Adultery or Injuft ice, or whatever gratified a vicious 
Inclination. 

Jfp. And can You think, that the SON of the 
moft high GOD, fhould be fent from the Heaven 
of Heavens, only to tell People that Revenge and 
Adultery are evil ? Or does the World hate a 
Perfon, for inveighing againft Licentioufnefs and 
grofs Immorality ? No, Theron: the Works, againft 
which our LORD teftified; the Works, which 
He cenfured as evil; were the very bcjl Deeds 
both of Jews and Gentiles. Thofe, for which they 
approved and valued themfelves ; in which they 
gloried, and on which they trufted. This Tefti. 
mony, bearing fo hard upon all human Excellency, 
affronted their Pride, and inflamed their Refent- 
ment; as it teems to have enkindled a little Warmth 
in my Friend’s Temper. 

However, as You apprehend fome Injury done to 
the Credit of human Works, let Us, as We 1 itely 
promifed, give the Matter a fair Hearing.—What 
is the Standard, to which thefe Works of RUhte* 
oufnefs muft be conformed ; and by which their 
Sufficiency may be determined ? 

Ther . The tnoral Law , doubtlefs; I know no other 
Standard of Righteoufnefs, nor any other Way'of 
becoming righteous. 

Jfp. You will, I hope, ere long, be acquainted 
with another Way. You will know, what that 
njeaneth, which is fpoken by the Apoftle ; With the 
Heart Man beueveth unto Righteous- 
4 


NESS. 
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NESS*.—At prefent, I agree to your Propofal. 
We will join ilTue on this Footing; and try the 
Merits of our Caufe, before the Tribunal of the 
Law. Yourfelf (hall be the Judge. I will only afle 
your Opinion, and refer myfelf to your Decifion. 
—You fee, I am foon weary of the military Style. 
I had obtruded myfelf on a Part, which I was not 
qualified to a&; and now refume a more becoming 
Character. 

Tber. If You place me on the Bench, I (hall al¬ 
low of no fuch Digreffions; but (hall keep You 
dofe to the Subjed. 

Afp. Has your Lordfhip then confidered the Na¬ 
ture of the divine Law> and the Extent of its Obli¬ 
gations? 

Tber. It obliges all Perfons, and comprizes the 
Whole Duty of Mankind. It forbids all InfySMOajity, 
and enjoins every Virtue.—Are not thefe your Sen¬ 
timents ? 

Afp. They are, when fomewhat enlarged.—The 
Empire of the Law, as prohibitory pf Evil, extends 
both to the outward and inward Man,. It takes cog¬ 
nizance of the A&ions. It judges every Word. All 
the Operations, and all the Difpofitions of the Soul, 
come under its facred Jurifdi&ion.—It is indeed a 
Difccrner, not only of the working Thoughts, but 
alfo of the dawning Intentions; and arraigns them 
both at its awful Bar. It pierces even to the dividing 
afunder of the Soul and Spirit f. Not the inmoft Re¬ 
cedes of the Brcaft, are too deep for its Penetration; 
nor all the Artifices of the deceitful Heart, too fubtle 
for its Detedion.—Other Laws forbid the unclean 
Ad; this condemns the wanton Eye, and irregular 

Defire, 

* Rom. x. io. f Heb. ir. 12. 
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Defire. Other Laws punifli the injurious Deed; 
this pafles Sentence on the unguarded Sallies of Paf- 
fion, and the moft Ipcret Emotions of Refentment. 
So eminently true is that Remark of the Pfalmijty 
Thy Commandments are exceeding broad* ! —Tell me 
now, Theron, has your Obedience been commenfu- 
rate with this extenfive Platform of Duty ? 

Ther. If the Law be fo very extenfive — 

Jfp. Nay, my Friend, You cannot fufpeft, that I 
have ftretched, to an undue Extent, the Obligations 
of the divine Law. Since this Interpretation is efta- 
bliflied by an Authority, too great to be controverted; 
too clear to be mifundetftood; even by the Authority 
of CHRIST Himfelf. Whole Sermon upon the 
Mount, is a profeffed Expofition of the Command¬ 
ments ; and maintains, in the moft explicit Man¬ 
ner, all. that I have advanced.—So that, if our 
LORD’S Expofition is juft, it will be neither rafli, 
nor uncharitable to fay; There is not a Man upon 
Earth, but has broke them all. 

Ther. Are We all Idolaters then ? All Adulterers ? 
All Murderers ? Shocking to imagine! 

Afp. It is Ihocking, I confefs.—But how much 
more Ihocking to true Religion, and to common 
Senfe, if fuch Delinquents expedl Juftification by 
their own Deeds ? 

Ther. This is no Proof of your Aflertion, my 
good Friend. 

Afp. To be fond of Gold; to be enamoured with 
the World; to love any Creature more than the 
ever-blefled CREATOR; are Inftances of Ido¬ 
latry f, not quite fo grofs, but altogether as real, as 
to fet up Idols in our Temples, or pay A 6 ts of Ado- 
x V o L. I. B b ration 

* Pfal. cxix. 96. f Qol. iii. 5. Phil. iii. 19. 
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ration to fenfelefs Images. Have You always been 
free from this Apojiacy of the Affections ? 

Our infallible TEACHER has informed Us, 
That unreafonable Anger, contemptuous Language, 
and malevolent Wilhes *, are each a Species of 
Murder ; and not many Removes from the Aflaflin’s 
deadly Stab. Have You been always meek, always 
benevolent, and never chargeable with this mental 
Homicide? 

We are farther allured. That the Indulgence of 
inordinate Defire is, in the impartial Eftimate of 
Heaven, as the Commiffion of the impure Deed f. 
And evil Concupifcence, of every Kind, violates 
that facred Precept, Thou Jhalt not covet J. Has your 

Will 

• Matt. v. 22. f Matt. v. 28. 

J Rom. vii. 7. Afpafia's Obfervation brings to my Re¬ 
membrance a remarkable Incident ; which, as it is quite 
pertinent to our Purpofe, the Reader will allow me to 
relate. It paffed between a Friend of mine, and a cer¬ 
tain ingenious Stranger, into whofe Company He hap¬ 
pened to fall.—The Gentleman was extolling, at a lavifh 
Rate, the Virtue of Honefty: what a Dignity it imparted 
to our Nature! How it recommended Us to the Supreme 
BEING! He confirmed all by a celebrated Line from 
Mr. Pope, 

An boneft Man's the nolleft Work of GOD, 

Sir, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue 
of Honelty may be, I fear, there are very few Men in 
the World, that really poflefs it.—You furprife me! faid 
the Stranger.—Ignorant as I am of your L'haratter, Sir, 
I fanfy, it would be no difficult Matter, to prove even 
You a dilhoneft Man.—I defy You.—Will You give me 
leave then, to aik You a Queftion or two; and promife 
not to be offended?—Aflt your Queftions, and welcome. 
—Have you neVer met with an Opportunity of getting 
Gain by fome unfair Means?—The Gentleman paufed. 
—I don't aflt. Whether You made uft of, but whether 
• 1 You 
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Will been invariably upright, and warped with no 
irregular Inclination ? Are You wholly unpolluted 
with this Adultery of the Heart ? 

• I wait not for a Reply. I have often heard You 
plead Guilty to all—yes, to all and every of thefe 
Charges refpe&ively. 

Tber. Where, and when, Afpafio ? 

Afp. In the moft venerable Place, and on the moft 
folemn Occafion. And not You only, but a whole 
Multitude of felf-condemned Criminals. —• Our 
Church, You know, has engrafted the Decalogue 
into her public Service; and taught all her Mem¬ 
bers to anfwer, after the Repetition of each Com¬ 
mandment ; LORD, have Mercy upon XJs, tmd in¬ 
cline our Hearts to keep this Law. Is there any Senie 
in thefe Words ? Or have We any Meaning, when 
We utter them ? If We have, furely they muft im¬ 
ply an Acknowledgement of Difobedience in every 
Particular.—The Criminal arraigned at the Bar, 
never falls on his Knees and craves Forgivenefs, 
B b 2 till 

You have met with, fuch Opportunity? I, for my Part, 
have; and, I believe, every Body elfe has.—Very pro¬ 
bably I may.—How did You feel Your Mind affedted, 
on fuch an Occafion ? Had You no fecret Defire, not the 
leaft Inclination, to feize the Advantage which offered? 
Tell me, without any Evafion, and confiftently with the 
Character You admire?—1 mull acknowledge, I have not 
always been abfolutely free from every irregular Incline 
tion, but—Hold, Sir; none of your Salvos. You have 
confeffed enough. If You had the Defire, though You 
never proceeded to the Adlion, this fhews You was dif* 
honefl. in Heart. This is what the Scripture calls C»»- 
cuptfcence. it defiles the Soul. It is a Breach of that 
Law, which requireth Truth in the inner Parts. And, un- 
lefs You are pardoned through the Blood of CHRIST, 
will be a juft Ground of your Condemnation, when 
GOD /halljudge the Secrete of Men. 
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till He cither confefles or is convi&ed. This then 
mull be the Purport of our Refponfe. “ We are 
*« verily guilty concerning this thing. And we 
“ humbly implore both pardoning Mercy for the 
“ paft, and ftrengthening Grace for the future.” 

Give me leave to urge my Queftion a little far¬ 
ther.—Is there a fingle Day, in which You have not 
tranfgrefled, fome Way or other, this facred Rule ? 

Iher . If the Law of GOD will difpenfe with no 
Deviation, not even in the firft Starts of Thought 
_But furely to affirm this, is to extend the Law 
beyond all reafonable Bounds. The Motions of 
evil Defire, if indulged, are undoubtedly criminal. 
But are they alfo, when refrained. Breaches of 
Duty? I Ihould rather imagine, thatfuch Tempta¬ 
tions are thrown in our Way, for the Trial of our 
Obedience, Which, had they no Power over our 
AffeSions, would not be Trials; and, when they 
are refolutely withftood, cannot be Faults. 

yffp. What was the Judgment of our Reformers ? 
And what is the Voice of our Church ? We may 
find both in the Ninth Article. “ Although there 
« is no Condemnation for them that believe and are 
« baptifed, yet the Apoftle doth confefs, That Con- 
“ cupifcence and Lull hath of itfelf the Nature of 
“ Sin.” It is not faid, Concupifcence hath then only 
the Nature of Sin, when it is ripened into A&ion; 
but of itfelf, and before it breaks out into the Com- 
jniffion of Iniquity. Of itfelf it is contrary to the 
pure N ature, and therefore cannot but be condemned 
by the perfeif Law of G OD. 

Iher. This I can truly plead in my own Behalf; 
That it has not'bcen cuftomary with me to oftend; 

at 
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at leaft not prefumptuoujly , or of deliberate Wicked- 
nefs. 

Afp. My dear Therm, do not offer to palliate your 
Guilt. Such an Opiate may ftupify, but will not 
cure; or rather, like Opiates ill prepared, it will in¬ 
toxicate the Mind, and counteract the Operation of 
every healing Medicine.—Befides, it is not only per¬ 
nicious, but falfe and unreafonable. You know the 
Ufe of that foler Microfcepe, and are able to inform 
me of its EffeCts. 

Ther. I ought to be pretty well acquainted with 
thefe Experiments; fince it has long been my fa¬ 
vourite Diverfion, to employ a few fpare Hours in 
fuch agreeable Speculations. 

Afp. You have fecn the Body of an Infeft, accom¬ 
modated to the furprifing Inftrument. When, in this 
Situation, the Animal was pricked by a very fin* 
Needle ; your Eye, your naked Eye, juft perceived 
the Punflure ; and difeovered, perhaps, a Speck of 
Moifture oozing from the Orifice. But, in what 
Manner were they reprefented, by the magnifying 
Inftrument ? 

Ther. The Pun&ure was widened into a frightful 
Gajh. The Speck of Moifture fwelled into a copious 
Stream j and flowed, like a Torrent from the gaping 
Wound. An Ox, under the facrificing Knife, fcarce 
looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. 

Afp. Don’t You apprehend my Defign ?—If We, 
fhort-fighted Mortals, and almoft blinded with Self- 
love j if We cannot but be fenfible of our Faults j 
how flagrant muft they appear, in what enormous 
Magnitudes, and with what aggravating Circum- 
ftances, to an Eye perfectly pure, and infinitely 
penetrating ? 

Bb 3 


Inftead 
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Ihftead of attempting to extenuate our Offences, 
let Us make fome fuch improving RefleXions.— 
If this holy Law, which prohibits the minuted 
** Failure, form the IndiXment; if this all-difcern- 
“ ‘ing GOD, who fifts our ConduX even to the 
** fmalleft DefeX, be the Judge ; and our perfonal 
** Goodnefs, which abounds with ImperfeXions, 
thfe Plea; what can We expeX, at that decifive 
** Hour, when the LORD fhall lay Judgment to 
the Line , and Rigbtcoufnefs to the Plummet * ?— 

* Surely, this Conhderation fhould incline Us, to 
** adopt the wife and ardent Wifh of the Apoftle ; 

* That We may now, in this our Day, win CHRIST ; 
“ and, at the laft tremendous Audit, be found in 
“ Hith 5 not having our own Righteoufnefs , which is of 
** the Lima, for the Foundation of our Hopes, but 
■#* the Righteoufnefs which is of GO D, by Faith in 

JESUS CHRIST f.” 

Confider the Law in its nobler Capacity, as enjoin¬ 
ing whatever is excellent.—Can You hope, Theron , 
to be juftified by it, if You fall fhort of its Demands, 
<jlot barely in a few Inftances, but in every AXion of 
your Life, and every Temper of your Heart ? 

Tktr. Such a Hope, cherifhed amidft fuch Cir- 
cumftartces, would be fallacious and abfurd.—But I 
trull, I am not fo very faulty, or rather fo entirely 
abandoned, as your Interrogatory fuppofes. 

Afp. Have You duly examined the Spirituality of 
the divine Law ?—It is ftyled, an incorruptible Pic¬ 
ture of the High and Holy ONE, that inhabiteth 
Eternity. It is, doubtlefs, a Copy of his abfolute 
RcXitude and fifpreme PerfeXion. It is a bright 

Repre- 

f Phil. iii. 8, 9. 


* Ifai. xxviii. 17, 
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Reprefentation of his ma/? pare Nature, and a beau¬ 
tiful Delineation of his moji holy Will.—It not only 
prefcribes the external Duties of Righteoufnefs and 
Holinefs, but calls for the moft upright Imagina¬ 
tions and devout Affections.—Nay, it infills upon 
the Exercife of every Virtue, and that in the highejl 
Degree. Love to GOD, without the lead Lukc- 
warmnefs; and Love to our Neighbour, without 
any Unkindnefs ; a San&ity of Defire, that knows 
no Stain; and an Integrity of Behaviour, that in¬ 
cludes whatever is holy, juft , and good. —In Ihort; 
it requires Us to be perfedt, even as our FATHER 
which is in Heaven is perfefi *. 

Do any of your Actions come up to this exalted 
Standard ? Are any of your Graces thus refined l 

Ther. Am 1 then abfolutely an Infolvent , before 
the great LORD of the Univerfe ? Have I no 
Lamb in my Fold, that is without a Blemilh ? No¬ 
thing in my Life, nothing in my Heart, but what 
is defective and defiled ? 

B b 4 Afp ; 

* Matt. v. 48. Our LORD, having explained fe- 
veral Commandments of the Law, fums up the Whole, 
and gives Us the Spirit of all, in this molt refined Pre¬ 
cept; Be Ye per fed even ; &c. If the Reader pleafes to 
take this Paffage into Coniideration, He will have a more 
'fatisfaftory Anfwer to Theron' s Objection, concerning 
•the firft Motions of evil Defire; more fatisfaflory I mean, 
than was fuggefted in the preceding Pages. There, the 
Reply turned upon human Teftimony; Here, it re Its 
upon divine Authority. 

1 hope, the candid Reader will, on other Occafions, 
remember this Obfervation. And if, at any Time, the 
firongtjl Reafons are not immediately affigned; let Him 
fuppofe it pofiible, that they are omitted in one Place, 
only to be introduced and urged, perhaps with greater 
Advantage, in another. 

Rlerajue differet, & freefern in Ttmpus cmittet. Hon,. 
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Afp. Indeed, my Friend, this is not your Condi- 
tion alone, but the Condition of the moft irreproach¬ 
able Perfon on Earth. There is None perfect, in any 
Character, or in any Work, no not One. None 
that obeys the divine Law, invariably and com¬ 
pletely. And, before the Tribunal of GOD, 
nothing pafies for Righteoufnefs, but a complete 
and abfolute Obedience. 

Caft your Eye upon the Names, which are fub- 
joined to thofe beautiful Prints. How elegant is the 
Engraving! How accurate are the Letters! The 
Strokes moft delicately fine ! Their Shape moft ex¬ 
actly true !—Let me afk You to tranfcribe them with 
Your Pen ; and make the Copy equal to the Ori¬ 
ginal. Preferve all the noble Boldnefs of the Roman 
Stamp, and all the graceful Softnefs of the Italian 
Touch.—What ? Could You not execute this Talk, 
even in your prefent unimpaired Health, and with 
the Exertion of all your Skill ? How miferably then 
muft You fall fhort, if your Eyes were dim with 
Age ; if your Hands {hook with a paralytic Difor- 
der; and your Underftanding was oppreffed with a 
lethargic Dulnefs ?—Such is really the Cafe with re¬ 
gard to all the Children of Men. Our Nature is 
depraved j our moral Abilities are enervated j and 
our intellectual Faculties clouded. And can We, 
in fuch a State of Impotence, tranfcribe that facred 
Syftem, which is the very Image of GOD—tran¬ 
fcribe it into our Tempers, and render it legible in 
our Lives, without diminifhing one Jot or Tittle 
of its perfeCt Purity ? 

Tker. Though I fall fcort, there are Chriftians of 
a much higher Clafs. Chriftians, I don’t doubt, 
who have thfcfe Laws written on their Hearts j all 
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whofe Tempers are call into this heavenly Mould. 
Nor am I myfclf without Hopes of making more 
confiderabJe Advances in Holinefs. 

ffp. May your Hopes be quickened into vigorous 
Endeavours! And your Endeavours be crowned with 
abundant Succefs!—What You fuppofe, concerning 
very eminent Chriftians, I cannot wholly admit, nei¬ 
ther do I wholly deny. They may have all their 
Tempers call into the heavenly Mould : but then, 
they are conformed to the facred Pattern, only in 
Part. There is a Refemblance; yet not fuch as that 
clear and fteady Mirror (pointing to a fine Glafs 
over the Chimney-piece) exhibits - K but fuch as fome 
turbulent and muddy Stream reflects.—If the Breads 
of theie eminent Chriftians were formed on the Mo¬ 
del of Drufus’ s * Houfe; I veriiy think, You would 
have a lower Opinion of their Acquifitions in Virtue. 

David , Whom GOD himfelf dignifies with the 
mod exalted of all Characters, and llyles a Man af¬ 
ter his own Heart t; who, to amoft inflamed Love, 
added a moft accurate Knowledge, of the divine Tef- 
timoniesj was deeply fenfible of the Truth, 1 would 
inculcate. After an attentive Contemplation of the 
Sublimity, the Extent, the San&ity of thofe heavenly 
Inftitutes, He breaks out into this humbling Excla¬ 
mation ; 

* When Drufus, a noble Roman , was deliberating upon 
a Model for his new Houfe; the Architect.offered to 
build it in fuch a Tafte, that no Eye lhould overlook 
any of his Rooms.—“ You quite miltake my Inclination, 
“ faid Drufus. I am for the very Reverfe of your Plan. 
“ I would have my Houfe fb contrived, that every Paf- 
“ fenger may fee, whatever is tranfafted within.” 

f For the Propriety of this CnaraCter, and its Con 
refpondence with the Perfon, let me refer the Reader to 
f‘ a Note, in Dialogue I. p. 27. 
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illation ; “ Who can tell ., hew oft He offindeth * ? 
“Was the moft vigilant Conduct, or the moft pu- 
“ rifled Soul, examined by this confummate Rule} 
“ innumerable would be found the Slips of the for- 
“ mer, and glaring would the Failures of the latter 
■** appear.” 

Ther. I cannot fee the Reafon, for degrading hu¬ 
man Nature, to fuch an extravagant Degree ; and 
ranking human Works among the Refufe of Things. 

AJp. Do You aik the Reafon of this Remonftrance? 
-—It is to preferve Us from the mifehievous Error of 
the Pharifee. Who, rneafuring Himfelf, not by the 
true, fubl'tme , and extenfive Senfe of the Law ; but 
by a falfe, debafed, and mutilated Interpretation-; 
became haughty in his own Conceit, and therefore 
abominable in the Sight of GOD.—Hear Him 
trumpeting his own Praife; 1 am no Extortioner , no 
Adulterer f. This, the poor vain Creature fanfled, 
was a fufficient Obedience, paid to the fecond Table. 
See Him ftill ftrutting in his own imaginary Plumes J. 

/ 

* Pfal. xix. 12. f Luke xviii. n. 

Jt This feems to give the genuine Signification of r« 
ir atOfuvoif, Luke xvi. 15. ’Hat. that which is highly 
tjiccmtd, d The Proportion, taken in this 
Senfe, is neither neceflarily nor univerfally true. The 
Adeeknefs of Mfes, the Fortitude of Jojhua, the Wifdotn 
of Solomon, were highly efteemed among thofe very Men, 
to whom our LORD addreffed his Difcourfe. Yet none 
-can fuppo,fe, that the Endowments of thofe ill uftrious 
Pcrfonages, were an Abomination in the Sight of GOD.— 
Whereas, whatever is high and lifted up, haughty and 
conceited ; every Sentiment of Self-admiration, and all 
.the Frnits which fpring from that bitter Root; thefe are 
certainly and invariably 1 -bjedis of the divine Abhorrence. 

I think, therefore, the Sentence fhould be tranfiated, 
.What which is vain andaffuming ; not among, but in Men, 
in their Spirit and Temper. This Interpretation is moil 

fuitable, 



I fajl twice in the Week ; 1 give Tythes of all that / 
poJJ'efs *. This, He foolilhly imagined, was a due 
Compliance with the Injunctions of the firjl Tabic. 
—The young Ruler, was evidently under the fame 
Delufion, when He had the Aflarance to declare: 
All theje Things , which are prefcribed by the divine 
Law, have I kept from my. Youth up f. 

A more peftilent Opinion, it is fcarce poffible for 
the Mind of Man to entertain. Nor can any Thing 
appear more egregioufly miftaken, if We confider 
the vajl comprehenfive Scope ot the facred Precepts. 
That they require an exaEl Conformity, in every 
Particular, and every PunCtilio. That they require 
the utmoft Perfection of every Duty, and forbid the 
leaft Degree of every Sin. 

Ther. Remember, Afpafto, what the Apoftle has 
declared ; Not the Hearers , but the Doers of the Law , 
Jhall be jujlified. The Doers of the Law, this (hews 
the Poffibility of performing its Precepts. Shall be 
jujlified ; this proves, that Juftification is by Obe¬ 
dience. Thi* one Sentence feems to demolifh, 
whatever You have been building on the SubjeCt. 

Afp. It is ftrange to obferve, that fome eminent 
Commentators have agreed with Theron , in giving 
the fame inconfiftent and uncomfortable Turn to 
the Apoftle’s Expreffion. Gravely telling Us, that 

“ the 

fuitable, not only to Fad in general, but to the Import 
of this Word in particular. See Rom. xi. 20. Where 
it occurs in a fimilar Acceptation, /x*i v^nKoffom. Be not 
high-minded.—It feems alfo belt to quadrate with the Te- 
nourof our oAVIOtJR’s Reproof; Ye are they that 
jufiify Yturfehes before Men, but all fuch arrogant At¬ 
tempts, and every fuch elated Air (which conftitnte the 
<ro i4nXo») the molt holy GOD beholds with Deteitation. 

* Lukcxviii. 12. f Matt. xix. 20. 
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“ the Doers of the Law, who fteadily and uniformly, 
“ in the Tenour of their Lives, a£t agreeably to 
“ its Precepts, they, and they only, Ihall be jufti- 
“ fied in the Day of final Audit and Account.” 

This I call incenfijlent. Becaufe, it is diametri¬ 
cally oppofite to St. Paul's Affertion ; By the Worh 
of the Lcnv, Jhall no Man living be jujlified. Uncom¬ 
fortable ; becaufe, if this was the Method of Jufti- 
fication, it would fhut the Door of Hop'e on all 
Mankind.—Whereas, the Scope of the Apoftle is, 
not fimply to fhew, in what Manner Sinners are 
juftified before GOD; but what is requifite to their 
Juftification, according to the Tenour of the divine 
Law. Which demands, not any Performance, but 
a complete Obedience. Difcharged with all the 
Heart, and all the Strength ; without any Deficiency 
in Adtion, or any Irregularity of Inclination. Such 
Obedience if any Man produces, He fhall be ac¬ 
counted juft, even by the Sentence of the Law.— 
But when did the Sun behold fuch a Perfon? Or 
what Annals have recorded fuch a Cfcaradter ? 

Ther. Is there nothing valuable then in Regula¬ 
rity of Condudt, and Integrity of Heart ? Nothing 
valuable, in our Adts of Charity, and Habits of 
Virtue ? 

JJp. From our Fellow-creatures they ftand intitled 
to Refpeft, Imitation,' and Gratitude. But before 
infinite Perfection, they muft drop their Claim, and 
)ie proftrate in the Duft; imploring Forgivenefs, not 
challenging a Reward. We all difeern a Beauty 
and a twinkling Luftre in the Stars, when viewed 
under the Shades of Night. But, when the magni¬ 
ficent Source of Day arifes, their Beauty vanilhes, 
their Luftre is Datknefs. Such are human Accom- 

plilhpients. 
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plifhments, when compared with the perfect Law, 
or beheld by the piercing Eye, of the fupremely 
glorious GOD. 

Ther. Methinks, this Notion confounds the Dif¬ 
ference of Good and Evil; and, by rendering all 
our Aftions blameable , would render them all alike- 
This is levelling with a Witnefs! 

Jfp. It renders them all equally incapable of re¬ 
commending Us to our MAKER. It fays, and 
fo does the Tenour of the Law, and fo does the 
Wifdom of GOD, I will declare thy Righteoufiufi 
and thy Works j that, in the grand Article of Jufti- 
fication, they Jhall not profit Thee *. For this Pur- 
pole, nothing is good, nothing effectual, but the 
Actions of one Man, that is CHRIST. 

All that We perform, however fpccious it may 
feem, is very far jhort of our elevated Rule. There¬ 
fore, cannot procure the divine Favour, or intitle 
Us to the Kingdom of Heaven.—Nay, if GOD 
fhould enter into Judgment with Us, on the Foot 
of our own Performances; He would difcover fuch 
Defefts, even in the ckoiccjl Inftances of our Obe¬ 
dience, as muft render them Matter of Condemna¬ 
tion t> not meritorious of Applaufe. 

Be pleafed to obferve this Penknife—What can be 
more exquifitely keen, than the Edge; or more nicely 
polilhed, than the Blade? But, how do they appear, 
when beheld through one of thole Microfcopes ? 

Ther. 

* Ifai. lvii. 12. 

f To this Afferdon St. Cyril, in Concerttvith fev'eral 
other Fathers, bears a very expreis 'J eltimony: Au.o npu, 
*jjro ofdnii iffurdai doxui, poppiK nj aha; ay a ti me 

t t xj s ©t«. Even thofe of our 

fiilions, which feem to be performed in a right Manner, 
could not efcape Cenfure and Blame, if GO D Jhould but 
Jlightly examine, and bring them to the Teji. 
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Ther. The Edge lefs (harp than the Woodman’s 
Ax, or rather more blunt than his Iron Wedge. 
The Polilh refembles a Mafs of coarft .Metal, rudely 
hammered on the Anvil. 

Afp. How very delicate is the Cambrick, which 
forms your Ruffles; and gives fuch an ornamental 
Air to your whole Drefs! Nothing can be finer, 
than the Threads; or more exact, than the Tex¬ 
ture. But what is their Appearance in a microfcopie 
View ? 

Ther. You would take the fine Threads for hempen 
Cords •, and would almoft be pofitive, that they had 
been wattled together, by the clumfy Hands of the 
Hurdle-maker; rather than curioufly wove, in the 
Artift’s Loom. 

Afp. That lovely Piece of Enamel, which makes 
a Part of your Lady’s penfile Equipage, quite charms 
the Spectator, with the Juftnefs of its Figure, and 
the Radiancy of its Colours. But— 

Ther. Under the Scrutiny of this fearching Inllru- 
tnent, it lofes all its Elegance j and inftead of win¬ 
ning our Admiration, provokes our Contempt. It 
looks like a Heap of Mortar, plaijiered on by the 
Mafon’s Trowel. 

Afp. You fee then, Theron , whatgrofs Indelicacies, 
what bungling Inequalities, this fupplementary Aid 
to our Sight difcovers, even in the mojlfinijhed Works 
of human Art. So, and abundantly more, does the 
immaculate Purity of GOD, difcern Imperfections 
in our moft upright Deeds, and moft guarded Hours. 

Therefore, though the Apoftle could confidently 
declare, I know nothing by myfelf ; I am not confdous 
of any Remiffnefs, or any Unfaithfulnefs, in the Dif- 
charge of my Office. Yet 1 am not, he adds, thereby 

jujli. 
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jujlified* ; for the LORD is greater than my Con¬ 
fidence, and may efpy many a Failure, where I my- 
felf can fee nothing faulty. 

I faid immaculate ; and I ought to have faid more. 
Angels, and the Spirits of juft Men made perfedt^ 
are endowed with immaculate, but the LORD 
JEHOVAH is poflefled of infinite Purity.—Have 
You confidered this Attribute of the G OD HE AD, 
Theron ? 

Ther. I have; and not without Amazement at the 
charming, the awful Defcriptions of it, which occur 
in the facred Writings.—G O D is not only holy, 
but, as the Lawgiver of the Jews very fublimely 
exprefl'es Himfelf, glorious in Hslinefs f. The facred 
Penmen, treating of this illuftrious Perfe&ion, fcetn 
to.labour the important Point. They indulge the 
loftieft Flights of Imagination; they employ the bold- 
eft Figures of Speech; and add the moft glowing Co¬ 
lours of Eloquence; not without frequent Acknow¬ 
ledgments, that all the force of Language, is abun¬ 
dantly too feeble , for the unutterable Subject. 

One of the Prophets, addreffing the KING eter¬ 
nal, immortal, invifible, breaks out into this extatic 
Exclamation; 0 LORD , my GOD, my HOLT 
ONEy Thou art of purer Eyes , than (to allowy fhali 
I fay ? This is an Afcription of Praife, unfpeakably 
too mean for thy furpaffing Excellency. Thou art 
of purer Eyes, than) to look upon Evil , and canji not 
behold Iniquity J.—Another, wrapt into a prophetic 
Vifion, fees the Seraphim veiling their Faces, in Token 
of profound Humiliation; hears thofe Sons of Ardour 
and Love, crying, in loud refponiive Strains; Holy t 

Holf t 

• t Cor. iv. 4, f Exod. xv. 11. J Hab. i. 13. 
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Holy, Holy is the LORD GOD of Sablaoth *. So 
tranfcendently holy, fays another devout Worlhiper, 

is 

* Ifai. vi. 3. The Poets, and Writers of a bold Ima- 

f ination, are particularly fond of Machinery; of intro- 
ucing celeftial Beings, in order to give forae peculiar 
Dignity to their Plan, or fome additional Strength to 
their Sentiments. With inimitable Propriety and Em- 
phafis, is this Species of fine Writing ufed in Scripture. 
Efpecially in the Paflage quoted above. 

Let us confider—The principal Objed. I faiv the 
LORD ; the lupreme Judge, and the everlaftingKing. 
Manifefling Himfelf to the £ye of my Mind, in a Form 
confummateiy venerable, yet emblematical of his future 
Incarnation .—Sitting upon a Throne; expreffive of that 
Sovereign Power, which ruleth overall; andprefigura- 
tive of that auguft Tribunal, from which He will pro¬ 
nounce the irreverfible Sentence.-—The Throne was high 
eutd lifted up ; like thofe divine Perfedions, which are 
too high for human (Jomprehenfion, and are exalted 
above all Biefling and Praife .—His Train, or the Skirts 
of his Kobe, filed the Ttmple. They extended themfelves 
through all the facred Edifice; reprefenting thofe Difpen- 
fations of Mercy and Judgment, of Truth and Equity, 
which pervade Heaven and Earth. Which take their 
Courfe through time; and will be prolonged to Eternity. 

Let Us oblerve the inferior Ptrfonages. Thefe are the 
Seraphim ; pure and a dive Spirits. Likened, by the 
Ffalmift, to Flames of Fire; fly led, by the Apoftle, Do¬ 
minions and Principalities of Heaven. Who excel in 
Strength and Wifdom, in every great and (hining Ac- 
complifliment.—-Their Attitude. They wait around the 
KING immortal, feated on his Throne; they are in 
the higheft Elevations of Honour, yet at the Fooiftool of 
j E H O V A H. They fland\ are in a Pofture of Service; 
with their Wings outltretched, ready to fly at the firfl 
Signal, it is not faid, with their Eyes reverently calf 
down; but with their Faces coveredi to denote the deepeft 
Self-abafement. Like Creatures, that are confcious and 
irfh.imed of their own Meannefs; or elfe overcome with 
the iirfupportable Glories, which beam from uncreated 
Majefty.—Their Anion. They celebrate, not in cold 

Con- 
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is the everlafting GOD, that all-created Glory is 
totally cclipfed in his Prefence. He looketh to the 

Afoorii 

Converfation, but with rapturous Songs; not with Angle 
Voices, but in a grand Choir (ni ViS m, fee Pfxl. Ixxxvii. 
5, 6.) the moft amiable yet tremendous SanCtity of the 
LORD Almighty.—Their Speech. Though imprcffed 
and penetrated with the prodigious Theme, they attempt 
not to defcribe it. Impracticable that, even by the 
Tongues of Angels! They exprefs themfelves, therefore, 
in the Language of profound Adoration; in repeated, in 
reiterated Acclamations to the ineffable Attribute; Holy! 
Holy! Holy.'-— The Effects of the Vifion. The Polls of 
the Door, (hake at the Voice: the ponderous and mag¬ 
nificent Pillars of Brafs (fee 2 Chron. iii. 17.) tremble 
like a Leaf. 

While Clouds begin" 

To darken all the Dome, and Smoke to roll 
In ditjky Wreaths, the Sign of Wrath avtak'd . 

The fpacious and beautiful Houfe; mourning, as it were, 
under the Marks of divine Indignation; joins with the 
trembling Columns, and adoring Seraphs, to tell the 
thoughtlefs World ; What a fearful Thing it is, to fall into 
the Hands of the living (, O D ! —The Prophet himfelf is 
llruck with Aftonifhment; is overwhelmed with Awe; 
and cries out, “ as a Woman in her Pangs.”—Can any 
Thing be more enlivened and alarming? More delicately 
or more fublimely imaged ? 

If 1 lhall not trefpals upon the Reader’s Patience, I 
would beg Leave to add a Remark, concerning the Word 
Sabaoth. Which, though a Hebrew Expreffion, is retain¬ 
ed in that admirable Hymn, intitled TeDeum; and wliich 
fome People, I am inclined to believe, imdvertently con¬ 
found with Sabbath. —The latter fignifies the R,jt of the 
feventh Day; and, in this Connection, yieius a Senfc, 
not very appofite, and comparatively mean. Whereas, 
the former denotes Armies or Hojls ; and furnilhes Us with 
an Image, truly grand and majeltic; worthy 1 be ad* 
mitted into the Songs of Seraphs.—It glorifies G U D, as 
the great, univerfal, uncontroulable SOVEREIGN: 
V 0 l. 1 . C c who 
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' Moon, and it Jhineth not ; yea, the Stars are not pure 
in his Sight *. And his very Angels, thofe refined 
and exalted Intelligences, He chargeth with Folly f. 

Afp. Very majefiic Defcriptions !—And pray let 
Us obferve the impreffions, which fuch Beamings of 
the divine Effulgence made upon the Saints of old.-— 
Mofes, drawing near the cloudy Pavilion, the Pre- 
fcnce-chamber of the HOLY ONE of Ifrael, fi v s, 
with Emotions of uncommon Dread ; I exceedingly 
fear and quake J /—When Job is favoured with fome 
peculiar Manifeftations of the omnipotent GOD, 
fee his Pofturc! Hear his Words! I abhor myfelf, and 
repent in Dujl and AJhes |j. How ffrong is the Lan¬ 
guage ! How deep the Abafement! When Ifaiah 
faw the incopjprehenfible JEHOVAH, fitting 
upon his Throne; and the Princes of Heaven, ador¬ 
ing at his Footftool; feized with a Pang of reve¬ 
rential Fear. He cried out; Woe is me ! 1 am undone ! 
For I am a Man of unclean Lips § /—When Ezekiel 
beheld an emblematical Reprefentation of HIM, 
who dwelleth in Light inacceffible : when the AN¬ 
TI ENT of Days, veiled under a human Shape, 
appeared to Daniel: though One was a devout Prieft, 
and each was an eminent Prophet; yet, overwhelm¬ 
ed with a Mixture of Veneration and Terror, they 
both fell down at his Feet as dead If. And this, not 

before 

who exercifes a fupreme Dominion over all the Orders of 
Being, from the loftieft Archangel that fhines in Heaven, 
to the lowed Reptile that crawls in Duft. Who fays to a 
Legion of Cherubs, Go-, and they go: — to a Swarm of 
Infefts, Come ; and they cometo any, to every Crea¬ 
ture, Do this ; and they do it. See Matt. viii. 9. 

* Job xxv. 5.' f Job iv. r8. J Heb. xii. ai. 

|| Job.xlii. 6 . § lfai. vi. H Ezek. i. z8. 

Dan. x. 8, 9. 
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before a full Difplay, but only before a GUmpfe of 
the GODHEAD. Which, though partial and 
tranfient, was too dazzlingly bright, for an Eye o.f 
Flefh to bear. 

O my Friend! my They on ! what Figure muft our 
mean Performances, our low Attainments make, be¬ 
fore this immenfely glorious GOD ?—Let Us exa¬ 
mine the Behaviour and Spirit of Job, a little more 
particularly. He is one of your favourite Examples ; 
and indeed very defervedly. For, in Piety, He had 
no Superior, and no Equal: there was none like Him 
in the Earth. Yet, when He has to do with the 
MAKER of all Things, and the JUDGE of all 
Men, He pours out his abalhed Soul in thefe very 
remarkable Profeffions : If I jujlify myfelj, my own 
Mouth Jhall condemn me: if I fay, I am per fell, it Jhall 
alfo prove me perverfe *.—He declares yet farther j JJ 
1 waflj myfdf in Snow-water, and make my Hands ne¬ 
ver fo clean , yet Jhalt Thou, U righteous and eternal 
GOD, plunge me in the Ditch \ manifeft me, not- 
withftanding all this Care and Circumfpedlion, to 
be a guilty and a filthy Creature ; yea, fo very guilty 
and filthy, that my own Clothes, were they fenfible 
of the Pollution, could not but abhor me. 

This He confefles, not becaufc He was confcious 
to Himfelf of any Immorality ; but becaufe his 
Mind was filled with the molt affecting Senfe, of 
GOD’s inconceivable Holinefs, and infinite Glory, 
For, adds the venerable bufferer, He is not a Man 
as I am ; but a BEING of fuch extenfive Know¬ 
ledge, that no individual Thing can efcape his Dif- 
cernment; of fuch exalted Purity, that every Spot 
of Defilement is loathfome in Ids Sight. For which 
C c 2 Reafon, 

* See Job ix. 20, 21.—30, 31, 32. 
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Reafon, it is abfolutely impoffible, that / Jhould an - 
fwer Him, with reference to my own perfonal Righ- 
teoufnefs : or that We Jhould come together in Judg¬ 
ment, on any fuch Footing, without Confufion to 
ipyieit, and Ruin to my Caufe. 

To all this He fubjoins, what is Hill more me¬ 
morable and exemplary: Though l were perfect, yet 
yuould 1 not know my Soul, I would defpife my Life.— 
He fuppofes Himfelf in a higher State, than your 
molt advanced Chriftian; though I were perfefl. 
Yet, even in fuch a State, were it attainable and 
attained, 1 would not know my Soul ; not dwell upon, 
not plead, no, not fo much as cherilh a Thought 
of, my own Accomplilhments and Acquirements, 
In the important Bufinefs of Juftification, they 
Ihould Hand for Cyphers; they Ihould be thrown 
jnto Shadesj they Ihould entirely difappear.—Nay 
more j / -would defpife my Life ; my Life, with all 
its molt Ihining A&ions and molt diftinguilhed Virr 
; tues, Ihould be reckoned infignificant and defpicable. 

. Juft as infignificant and defpicable, with refped to this 
great Tiantaciion, as a wandering Spark would be, 
if appointed to dift'ufe Day amidft the Darknefs of 
Night, or to produce Spring amidft the Depths of 
Winter. 

fhcr, Thefe are alarming Hints, Jfpafio ; I mult 
confefs,—rA Law, which condemns all vain Ima¬ 
ginations, and every irregular Defire ! Which re¬ 
quires an exa(l and uniyerfal Obedience, both iq 
Heart and Lite!—A GOD of fuch Majefty, Pu¬ 
rity, and Glory ; that Men of the molt approved 
Integrity, are overwhelmed with Confufion, in his 
Pretence?—I lhall confider them, at my Leifure, 
With the Attention they deferve.—At prefent, I 

brieve, 
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believe. Opportunity is giving Us the Slip. Yon¬ 
der Coach feems to be moving this Way, and the 
Livery looks like Philander s. 

ffpafto, defirous to fix thefe Con visions—which 
are of the utmoft Ccnfequenre to our Faith and 
Salvation—very defirous to fix them on his Friend’s 
Mind, replied. 

Jfp. As your Vifitants are at a Diftance, give me 
leave to obferve ; That the wiled of Mcft, attend¬ 
ing to the jirft of thefe Particulars *, has poured 
Contempt upon all human Excellency; There is not 
a juft Man upon Earth , that doeth Good, and ftnneth 
not f. The Apoftle of CHRIST takes Shame to 
Himfelf, on the fame Account; and teaches all 
Mankind to ftrike the Sail of Self-conceit; In many 
Things IVe offend all%. — David, confidering the lat¬ 
ter of thefe Points ||, prays with the utmoft Earneft- 
nefs; Enter not into 'Judgment with thy Servant, O 
LORD ! and affigns this humbling Reafon for his 
Petition ; For, in thy Sight, Jhall no Man living be 
juftified §. This induced Nehemiah, who had been 
fo nobly zealous for the Honour of his GOD, 
not to confide in his own valuable Services, but 
make Application to forgiving Goodnefs. Spare 
me, 0 LORD, according to thy great Mercy tf. 

Had I fet before You the Example of the poor 
Publican, who fmote upon his Bread ; durft not lift 
up his Eyes to Heaven ; but cried from the Bottom 
of a polluted Heart, GOD be merciful to me a Sin - 
per ** t Self-love , might poffibly have whifpercd ; 

“ Surely, 

• The Perfettion of the divine Law. t Ecclef. 
vii. 20. J Jam. iii. 2. || The Purity of 

the divine Majeity. § Pfal. cxliii. 2. Neh. 

xiii, 22. ** I.eke xviii. 13. 
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“ Surely, lam not to be ranked with that abomi- 
“ nable Wretch. I ftand upon fome better Foot- 
** ing, than fuch an infamous OfFender.”—With 
refpeiit to the Enjoyment of eternal Life, We ftand 
upon no better, upon no other. And when low as 
that obnoxious defpifed Creature, We are upon the 
very fame Ground with the moil exalted Saints. 
They all appear before the M AJ E S T Y of H E A- 
VEN, in the fame Attitude of unfeigned Humilia¬ 
tion, and with the fame Acknowledgments of utter 
Unworthinefs.—For, it is a certain Truth, and ad¬ 
mits of no Exception; That, to juftify Sinners, is 
not the Privilege of human Obedience, but the foie 
Prerogative of the L ORD our Righteoufnefs. 

Tber. Is not the Practice of Hezcklah an Exception 
to your Rule ? Thefe, if I recollect aright, are the 
Words of that holy King; I befeech Thee, 0 LORD, 
remember how J have walked before Thee in Truth , and 
with aperfeft Heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy Sight *. You fee, He puts the Ifiue of his 
Tryal before the everlafling GOD, upon his own 
Integrity and his own Obedience. 

Ajp. Thefe are his Words, but they are not ufed 
with this View, He humbly reprefents before the 
great SOVEREIGN of the World, how bene¬ 
ficial his former Life had been, and how ferviceable 
his prolonged Life might be, to the beft Interefts of 
the Jewijh Nation. He appeals to his Obedience, 
not that He may eftablifh his Hope of eternal Hap- 
pinefs in Heaven; but that He may obtain a Re¬ 
prieve from the Grave, and a Lengthening of his 
Tranquility on Earth.—Neither is this Obedience 
gloried in, by w?y of Merit j but only pleaded. 


* 2 Kings xx. 3. 
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by way of Argument: As though He had faid; 

Remember, gracious GOD, how I have exerted 
M my royal Authority, to fupprefs Idolatry, to ex- 
“ tirpate Vice, and to promote thy true Religion. 
“ Confidcr , how greatly thy People (land in need 
“ of fuch a vigilant and zealous Governor; and 
“ to what a miferable Condition both Church and 
“ State may be reduced, if Thou takeft away thy 
“ Servant by this threatened but untimely Stroke. 
“ And, for the Welfare of Judah, for the Honour 
“ of thy Name, for the Support of thy own Wor- 
“ fir ip, O fp arc me a little !” 

Afpafio paufed ; expecting a Reply.—As 7 'heron 
continued filent and mufing, ^tfpafio, with a Smile of 
Benevolence, proceeded.—Come, my Therorr, why 
fo deep in Thought ? Have You any Objection to 
the Evidences I have produced ?—They are fome of 
the moft dignified Characters, and illttjlrmis Per- 
fonages, that could be i'elceded from all Ages. 
Kings, Princes, and Patriots! Priefts, Saints, and 
Martyrs! Should thefe be deemed inefficient, I can 
exhibit a larger and nobler Cloud of Witneffes— 
larger, for they arc a great Multitude, which no 
Man can number, of all Nations, and Kindreds, 
and People, and Tongues— nobler, for they {land 
before the Throne, and before the LAM B, 
clothed with white Robes, and Palms in their 
Hands.—Aflc thofe fhining Armies, Who they are, 
and Whence they came ? Their Anfwer is com- 
prifed in one of my favourite Portions of Scripture: 
one of thofe delightful Texts, from which I hope 
to derive Confolation even in my laft Moments. 
For which Reafon, You will allow me to repeat it, 
though it may perhaps be mentioned in a former 
4 Con- 
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Converfation. We are they, who came out of great 
Tribulation ; and have wajhed our Robes , and made 
them white in the Blood of the LAMB: therefore are 
We before the Throne *. 

Some of them laid down their Lives for the Sake 
of CHRIST ; many of them were eminent for 
Works of Righteoufnefs ; all of them were endued 
with real Holinefs. Yet, none of thefe Qualifica¬ 
tions conftituted their Pajfport, into the Regions o{. 
endlefs Felicity. They had wajhed their Robes ; had 
fled to the Atonement, and pleaded the Merits of 
JESUS their S A VIO U R—Hereby they had 
made them white ; this was the Caufe of their Ac¬ 
quittance from Guilt, and their complete Juftifica- 
tion—And therefore , on this Account, their Per- 
fons were accepted ; they were prefented without 
Spot before the Throne ; and admitted to that Ful- 
nefs of Joy, which is at GOD’s Right-hand for 
evfermore. 

Ther. I have no Objection to your Witneffes. 
But, methinks, your Do&rine is ftrangely debafmg 
to human Nature. 

Afp. A Sign, Theron , that it is agreeable to the 
Spirit and Intention of the Gofpel. Which is-cal¬ 
culated, as the eloquent Ifaiah foretold, to humble 
the Sinner, and exalt the SAVIOUR + ; The 

Lofti- 

* Rev. vii 14, 15. 

f This correfponds with a very valuable Maxim, 
which an eminent Divine once recommended to his Peo¬ 
ple, as a Touch-ftone to diftinguiih evangelical Truth.— 
That Do&rine, he Paid, which tends 

To humble the Sinner; 

To exalt the SAVIOUR', 

Tit promote Holinefs; 


That 
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Loftinefs of Man jhall be lowed down, and the Haugh- 
tinefs of Men Jhall be made low, and the LORD 
alone Jhall be exalted in that Day * : “ Man, though 
“ naturally vain, fhall be made fenfible of his 
“ numbcrlefs Offences; fhall acknowledge the De- 
“ fe&s, which attend his higheft Attainments; fhall 
“ confefs the Impoffibility of being juftified by the 
“ Deeds of the Law; and place all his Hope upon 
“ the propitiatory Death, and meritorious Obedi- 
“ ence, of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 

That Doftrine, which tends to accomplilh all thefe 
Defigns, You may embrace as found. That which is 
defeitive in its Influence on any one of them. You ihotrld 
rejett as corrupt. 4 

* Ifai. ii. n. 


The END of the First Volume, 
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Hervey, Author of tbefe Dialogues. 

1 . TV/r EDIT ATIONS and CONTEM- 

IVl PL AT IONS. Containing, 

Vol. I. Meditations among the Tombs, Reflec¬ 
tions on a Flower-Garden, and a Defcant on Crea¬ 
tion. 

Vol. II. Contemplations on the Night, Con¬ 
templations on the Starry Heavens, and a Winter- 
Piece. In Two Volumes in O&avo. Price 6 s. 
bound. 

II. A Colleflion of the Rev. Mr. Hervey’s Let¬ 
ters : Which exhibit in their Purport, Compofition, 
and various Tendencies, a ftriking ami amiable 
Picture of the Ingenuity, Learning, Candour, and 
Piety of their excellent Author. To which is 
prefixed, An Account of his Life and Death. In 
Two Volumes in Odtavo. Price 8s. bound. 

III. Letters to the Right Honourable Lady 
Frances Shirley. In One Volume in Oitavo. Price 
4s. bound. 

IV. Eleven Letters from the late Rev. Mr. Her¬ 
vey ro the Rev. Mr. John Wefley; Containing an 
Anfwcr to that Gentleman’s Remarks on Theron 
and Aipafio. In One Vol. 8vo. Price 4s. bound. 

V. Sermons and Mifcellaneous Trails: Con¬ 
taining, 1. Three Fall Sermons. 2. A Vifitation 
Sermon. 3. Confiderations on vifiting on Sundays. 
4. Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke’s Letters on the 
Study and Ufe of Hiftory. 5. The Miniftry of Re¬ 
conciliation. 6. A Treatife on the Religious Edu¬ 
cation of Daughters. 7. A Latin Epiftle on the 
Book of Job. In one Volume in Oitavo. Price 
3s. bound. 

TJTkI above, with thefe Volumes of Dialogues and 
letters, may be hgd bound in Ten Volumes. Price 
rl. 17s. of j. F. and C. Rivington, No. 62, St. 
Paul’s Church-yard. 






